June 2017

== W

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service

NEWSLETTER

GovDelivery

Census of Agriculture Countdown Begins for America’s Farmers and Ranchers
Payment Limitations by Program

Farm Storage Facility Loans

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

Breaking New Ground

Maintaining Good Credit History

Communication is Key in Lending

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

Thirty-two Georgia Counties are Eligible for Emergency Loans Due to Freeze
Nondiscrimination Statement

Georgia State FSA Newsletter

Georgia State Farm  Census of Agriculture

Service Agency Countdown Begins for

355 E Hancock Avenue =

Athens, GA 30601 America’s Farmers and
Ranchers

Phone: 706-546-2266

America’s farmers and ranchers will
www.fsa.usda.gov/xx soon have the opportunity to strongly
represent agriculture in their
Acting State Executive communities and industry by taking

Director: part in the 2017 Census of Agriculture.
Dianne R. Conducted every five years by the U.S.
Westmoreland Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)

National Agricultural Statistics Service
State Committee: (NASS), the census, to be mailed at
Jerome Tucker the end of this year, is a complete
Jaclyn Ford count of all U.S. farms, ranches, and
Reese Thompson those who operate them.

William Brim


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/xx

The Census of Agriculture highlights
Administrative Officer: land use and ownership, operator

Dianne R. characteristics, production practices,
Westmoreland income and expenditures, and other
topics. The 2012 Census of Agriculture
Farm Loan Chief: revealed that over three million farmers
Robert Tyson operated more than two million farms,

spanning over 914 million acres. This
Farm Program Chief: was a four percent decrease in the

Brett Martin number of U.S. farms from the
previous census in 2007. However,

Public agriculture sales, income, and

Affairs/Outreach: expenses increased between 2007 and

Neal Leonard 2012. This telling information and
thousands of other agriculture statistics

To find contact are a direct result of responses to the

information for your local Census of Agriculture.

office go to

www.fsa.usda.gov/ga Producers who are new to farming or

did not receive a Census of Agriculture
in 2012 still have time to sign up to
receive the 2017 Census of Agriculture
report form by visiting
www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking
on the ‘Make Sure You Are Counted’
button through June. NASS defines a
farm as any place from which $1,000
or more of agricultural products were
produced and sold, or normally would
have been sold, during the census year
(2017).

Payment Limitations by Program

The 2014 Farm Bill established a maximum dollar amount for each program that can be received
annually, directly or indirectly, by each person or legal entity. Payment limitations vary by program
for 2014 through 2018.

Below is an overview of payment limitations by program.

Commodity and Price Support Programs

The annual limitation for the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Loan Gains is $125,000 total.

Conservation Programs
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payment and incentive payment is limited

to $50,000. CRP contracts approved before Oct. 1, 2008, may exceed the limitation, subject to
payment limitation rules in effect on the date of contract approval.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ga
https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) has an annual limit of $200,000 per disaster event.
The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) has an annual limit of $500,000 per disaster
event.

Disaster Assistance Programs

The annual limitation of $125,000 applies to the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) and Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP). The total payments received under ELAP, LFP and LIP may not exceed
$125,000. A separate limitation of $125,000 applies to Tree Assistance Program (TAP) payments.
There is also a separate $125,000 payment limit for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP).

Payment limitations also apply to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs.
Contact your local NRCS office more information.

For more information on FSA payment limitations by program, visit
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-
Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility payment limitations.pdf.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to
build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and
storage and handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.
Eligible commaodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley,
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey,
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans above
$50,000 will require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm
products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or
contact your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2015/payment_eligibility_payment_limitations.pdf
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2017 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to
visit your local County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable
deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable:
July 15, 2017 All other Crops
August 15, 2017 Tomatoes (Planted 7/1-8/15)

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

o If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

o |f a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,”
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification
and crop loss reports, please contact your local County FSA office at Phone.

Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk
your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further
review is necessary.



Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in
conducting FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score.

e Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can
be an effective way to remember payment due dates.

o Pay down existing debt.

o Keep your credit card balances low.

¢ Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. FSA’s farm loan staff will guide
you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a loan after improving or
correcting your credit report. For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;

Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or
FSA on time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options. For
more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

Preauthorized Debit Available for Farm Loan Borrowers

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has implemented pre-authorized debit (PAD) for Farm Loan
Program (FLP) borrowers. PAD is a voluntary and alternative method for making weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual payments on loans.

PAD payments are pre authorized transactions that allow the National Financial and Accounting
Operations Center (NFAOC) to electronically collect loan payments from a customer’s account at a
financial institution.

PAD may be useful for borrowers who use nonfarm income from regular wages or salary to make
payments on loans or adjustment offers or for payments from seasonal produce stands. PAD can
only be established for future payments.

To request PAD, customers, along with their financial institution, must fill out form RD 3550-28. This
form has no expiration date, but a separate form RD 3550-28 must be completed for each loan to
which payments are to be applied. A fillable form can be accessed on the USDA Rural Development
(RD) website at http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines. Click forms and search
for “Form 3550-28.”

If you have a “filter” on the account at your financial institution, you will need to provide the financial
institution with the following information: Origination ID: 1220040804, Agency Name: USDA RD
DCFO.

PAD is offered by FSA at no cost. Check with your financial institution to discuss any potential cost.
Preauthorized debit has no expiration date, but you can cancel at any time by submitting a written
request to your local FSA office. If a preauthorized debit agreement receives three payment
rejections within a three month period, the preauthorized debt agreement will be cancelled by FSA.
The payment amount and due date of your loan is not affected by a cancellation of preauthorized
debit. You are responsible to ensure your full payment is made by the due date.

For more information about PAD, contact your local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov

Thirty-two Georgia Counties are Eligible for Emergency
Loans Due to Freeze

Effective May 3, 2017, nineteen Georgia counties were declared a primary disaster area due to
freeze March 15, 2017 through March 18, 2017. Thirteen Georgia counties were declared as
contiguous disaster areas. Under the Secretarial Disaster Designation (S4172) the primary
counties are Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Berrien, Brantley, Brooks, Camden, Charlton, Clinch,
Coffee, Echols, Jeff Davis, Lanier, Long, Lowndes, Mcintosh, Pierce, Ware, and Wayne. The
contiguous counties are Ben Hill, Colquitt, Cook, Glynn, Irwin, Liberty, Montgomery, Tattnall, Telfair,
Thomas, Tift, Toombs, and Wheeler. Under this designation, producers with operations in any
primary or contiguous county are eligible to apply for low interest emergency loans.

Emergency loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought,
flooding and other natural disasters or quarantine.


http://www.rd.usda.gov/publications/regulations-guidelines
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan
assistance. FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent
of losses, security available and repayment ability. Producers can borrow up to 100 percent of
actual production or physical losses, to a maximum amount of $500,000.

For more information about emergency loans, please contact your local FSA office or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Nondiscrimination Statement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

