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TO: BEarcldé A. Pellerite !
. . Alexarsdsr Labonski, Dirsct cyw'34c
HEJ: Margarst A. Freeston, Asszistant géﬁe*al Counsel

FRCM: Jeanette Michael, OGC
SURJECT : Jurlsdic ion QOvexr Paddle Boats

This is in rasponse to you* memo dated September 9,
1975, rsgarding +he Consumer Product Safety Commission's
juriad4ction over gaudle bca ts as amusamen nt *idas.

5 Section 3(a){l)(G) cf the Consumer Product Sa*etj Act
excludes boats from the definition of "consumer product”.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has no jurisdiction
over boats and boat equipment which could be subject to
safety regulation under the Pederal Boat Safety Act of 1971
(46 U.S.C. 1451) administered by the Coast Guard, a leLSLOn ,
of tne Departmen of Transportatlon.ﬂ,;ﬂ_,“ Dl g

mhis ofiice was. 1pformed by an offic;al of the Stan&arﬂs
Division, U.S. Coast CGuard, that the Coast Guard has juris-
diction over paddle boats if the boats are operated on “"watsrs
subject to the jurisidction of the Tnited States {or] on the
nigh seas ...” {48 U.S.C. 1543). In cther words, if the
paddle rtecats are operated on a small rcnd or man-made lake
within state boundaries, the Cecast Guard has no authority
to *egulate the cperation of the boat. Therzfore, a paddle
boat in an amusement,cark is not likely to fall wlth‘n tha
jurisdlc.ion cF the Fadera7 Boat Safety Acz.

of the Faederzl wof_faa*v*v lvf because ol the naﬁu:@ =
location of the body of water on which it opm***as, then
the Ccnsumex P*oduct Safety Comml sion can exercise juris-—
diction over the paddle boat. The. Commission has authority
to regulate all consumer products not specifically excluded
* by the Consumerx- Product safaty Act, that "affect” interstate
commerce (a consumer product need not cross staze lines in

order to affect interstate commerce).

Even thcugh the Consumer Procdéuct Safety Commission has
authority to regulate the safety of paddle kcats, the procblem
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jn this case could probably best be soived Ly state
or local authorities. We therefore suggest, as
reccmmended by the official at the Coast Guaxd, that .
the problem of lack of life preservezs on a raddle S
boat in an amusement park be brought to the attention LT
of the state safe boat law administrator. ' Y
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO . Margaret Freeston, OGC DATE: 9-9-75

FROM  : 11arold A Pelleritc, CPSC-Rochester

SUBJECT: cpSC Jurisdiction Over Boats

This office has recently received a complalnt regarding an
amusement park ride. At a local amusement park, onc may takc
a paddie boat ride on a small pond. The boat was de scribed
as the type that "one sits on a bench and operates the boat
by using his feet to turn pedals.'" The main complaint stermmed
from the fact that no life preservers were on the boat nor
were any offered at the time the complaintant got on the boz

ntant stated that she and her § year old sen went
together. After she was in the ﬁ1dd e of the nond

feet in depth), she realized that she conld oo

ither could her son. Sha was concerned that is
Fag -

01¢~~} one of them fell orff, theve was nothing or nobody
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