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Disclaimer: The views expressed are those of the author and not those of the USITC or any of its Commissioners. 
 

Overall restrictiveness index of SSA countries 
 
STRI scores compiled by the World Bank range from 1 (most open) to 
100 (least open) (table 2). Overall most SSA countries included in the 
database are nearly as open as high-income countries as shown in 
figure 1. The overall median STRI for SSA is 27.2, a few points above 
the median STRI of 21.0 for high-income countries. Mauritius was the 
most open SSA country with an overall STRI of 16.9, while Ethiopia 
has the most restrictions with an overall STRI of 88.2. There are several countries with particularly low or high 
overall STRI scores; besides Ethiopia, Zimbabwe and the Congo D.R. have particularly high overall scores, while 
Ghana, Madagascar, Mozambique, and Senegal all scored below 20. Most of the 23 SSA countries covered by the 
database had an overall STRI of 38 or less (see figure 1), less open than some high-income countries but still in or 
very near the “virtually open” range. 
 
SSA country STRIs by service sector 
 
As with overall STRI scores, SSA countries’ median STRI scores are at or near the “virtually open” range for 
the most of the individual service industries covered by the STRI index (figure 2). Retail distribution, 
telecommunications, and financial services are the most open service sectors among SSA countries.5 STRI 
scores in the retail and telecommunications sectors span the entire index, from completely open (0) to 
completely closed (100), while financial services and transportation STRIs for SSA countries also cover a wide 
spectrum, ranging from 0 to 89.7 and 0 to 72.9, respectively. Professional services STRIs among SSA countries 
have the smallest span, ranging from 30 to 84. Ethiopia was the most restrictive in all five service sectors, 
posting STRIs of 100 for both retail and telecommunications, 89.7 for financial services, 84 for professional 
services, and 72.9 for transportation services.  
 
FIGURE 2 Overall STRIs by service sector and SSA countries 
 
 

   

 

 

                                                 
5 Unlike scores for other sectors, overall scores for retail and telecommunications are not weighted according to the relative 
importance of different modes of supply. See annex table 5 in Borchert, Gootiiz, and Mattoo, 2012. 
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TABLE 2  STRI restrictiveness scale 
Overall policy description Point scale 
Open without restrictions 0 
Virtually open 25 
Existence of major/ 
 non-trivial restrictions 

50 

Virtually closed 75 
Completely closed 100 

SSA Median     Restrictiveness index score: Open–0; Closed–100 




