
MCD Indexes 

  
 Specific query results shown in this presentation 

only apply for the week in which the slides were 
created as the MCD is updated on a weekly basis 
and query results change over time.   
 This document may be redistributed. 
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Agenda: A Review of the MCD Indexes 
National and Local Documents  

MAC Contacts 
Part I: National Coverage Documents  
 NCAs 

 CALs 
 NCDs 
 Meetings and Assessments 

 Medicare Coverage Documents 
Part II: Local Coverage Documents and Contacts 
 Local Coverage Determinations 

Local Coverage Articles  
 Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC) Contacts 
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Part I National Coverage Indexes 
 The National Coverage Index includes 5 sections, 6 document types, 

and other information.  The most searched are the NCAs, CALs, and 
NCDs.  The page changes often given the ability to add content by 
end user (Public Comment) or by CMS (MCD Categories). 
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National Coverage Analyses ( NCAs) 

NCAs outline the process of reviewing information on the path 
to making a National Coverage Determination (NCD).  Within an 
NCA, you will find the tracking sheet, a proposed decision 
memorandum and the final decision memorandum. 
 Open NCA – the process is underway and a decision has not 

yet been made. 

 
 Closed NCA – the final decision memorandum has been 

issued. 
 

 NCAs Open For Public Comment – one of the public 
comment periods in the NCA process is currently accepting 
comments. 
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Open NCAs 
 Open NCAs are listed alphabetically in the MCD Index. 

 They typically include sections for documents, contacts and the history of 
the consideration.  

 A                   button indicates the NCA is Open for Public Comment.  

 The            display note indicates that the Proposed Decision Memo 
associated to an NCA is open for public comment.      
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Open NCAs  
Click on the Tracking Sheet link for specific NCA information. 
 View the Public Comments link to review comments submitted to CMS. 

 An associated NCD will be shown here.   
 To view the historical documents, click on the History of Considerations 

links. 
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Open NCAs   
 This slide displays the sections within the Tracking Sheet.   
 The sections have been collapsed in order to view the entire Tracking 

Sheet.  Users can expand or collapse each section in the Tracking Sheet.  

 
 

The “Issue” link displays 
the body of the NCA 
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Closed NCAs  
 Like open NCAs, closed NCAs also are listed alphabetically 

in the MCD Index. 
 The                notation in the blue banner indicates the 

number of currently closed NCAs.   
Users can click on the blue highlighted letters below to find 

a specific NCA by name.  
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Closed NCAs  
Unlike Open NCAs, the                  section in Closed NCAs includes a link 

called “Decision Memo”. The link opens to the Decision Summary which 
provides the final disposition, rationale, history, evidence and review of 
the NCA. 
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NCAs Open for Public Comment 
Open NCAs in this section have two (2) comment periods during their 

life cycle.  So, they are divided into two (2) tables: One for the Initial 
Comment Period; and one for the Proposed Decision Memo (PDM) 
Public Comment Period.  

It’s easy to know when an NCA is in a comment period as the                
button displays on the main page.  

NCAs in this section also are listed in alphabetical order.  
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NCAs Open for Public Comment   
To post a comment, click on the                 button which opens the 
Submit a Public Comment page.  
The CMS PHI Posting Policy must be read and the disclaimer box checked before 
submitting a comment. 
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NCAs Open for Public Comment   

Once your comments are submitted to CMS, they are 
reviewed for content and then posted to the MCD.  
Comments are included in the Documents section of the 

NCAs.  Click on the “View Public Comments” link to see all 
comments submitted for the NCA. 
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Coding Analyses for Labs (CALs) 
 Typically, CALs are divided into two (2) indexes: Open and Closed.  However, there can be 

a third option when there are CALs open for Public Comment. 

  CALs look much like NCAs; however, they list ICD-10 codes and/or CPT codes that either 
Support or Do Not Support Medical Necessity.  

 Note that no new CALs have been opened since the transition from ICD-9 CM Codes to 
ICD-10 CM codes.  Users should use the following link to access ICD-10 Codes: 
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coverage/CoverageGenInfo/ICD10.html 

 CALs follow a process similar to NCAs, although usually on an accelerated timeline. 
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National Coverage Determinations 
 

 An NCD sets forth the extent to which Medicare 
will cover specific services, procedures, or 
technologies on a national basis. Medicare 
contractors are required to follow NCDs.  

 If an NCD does not specifically exclude/limit an 
indication or circumstance, or if the item or service 
is not mentioned at all in an NCD or in a Medicare 
manual, it is up to the Medicare contractor to 
make the coverage decision (LCD). 

 NCDs are listed in alphabetical order. 
 Users can click on the blue highlighted letters to 

find a specific NCD by name.  
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National Coverage Determinations 

 This slide displays the sections within the NCD 
 The sections have been collapsed in order to view the 

entire NCD.  Users can expand or collapse each section in 
the NCD.  
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National Coverage Determinations 

Tracking Information 
• Administrative information about the NCD 

Description Information 
• This is the ‘meat’ of the NCD. 

Transmittal Information 
• Transmittal number and link 

Revision History 
• Details about the changes/updates made to the NCD over the years 

National Coverage Analyses (NCAs)  
• Links to NCAs that have been opened based on the NCD 

Additional Information  
• Links to previous versions of the NCD  
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National Coverage Determinations 
When the decision memo of an NCA calls for changes to an 

NCD, the changes will be shown in red font for one year after 
the implementation date. 
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MEDCAC Meetings  
 

 As part of the NCA process, CMS may hold 
meetings with the Medicare Coverage Advisory 
Committee (MEDCAC). 

 The MEDCAC index contains information for 
meetings dating from 1999 to the present. 

 Users can select to view all years, single years, or 
multiple years. 

 The MEDCAC meeting information contains 
agendas, minutes, transcripts and other relevant 
meeting information. 

 

CMS CCSQ/ Fu Associates 20 



Technology Assessments 

For some NCDs, external TAs are requested 
through the Agency for Health Research and 
Quality (AHRQ).  

 
TAs are listed alphabetically. 

 
Each TA is linked to the relevant NCA or MEDCAC 

meeting. 
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Medicare Coverage Documents 
 MCD Categories supplement National Coverage 

Documents with further information and provide users with 
resources to better understand the National Coverage 
processes.  
 Click on any category for further information.  
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Part II: Local Coverage Documents 
 The Local Coverage Index is comprised of three sections: LCDs, Articles, 

and Contacts.  
 The LCDs and Articles Index each include a List of LCDs/Articles: By 

Contractor, By State and LCDs/Articles listed alphabetically.  

 To open an LCD or Article in the Index click on the Document Title.  
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LCD Indexes 
 
 There are 3 LCD Indexes: LCDs by Contractor; LCDs by State: 

and LCDs Listed Alphabetically.  

 Click on the link to open a specific Index.  
 The Records notation                  indicates the number of 

LCDs in the Index.   
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LCDs by Contractor Index 
 Click on the LCDs by Contractor link on the main Index page.  
 Then select a contractor and the types of LCDs to view. 
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LCDs by Contractor Index 
 This Index is retrieving Active LCDs, Future LCDs and 

Proposed LCDs released to Final LCDs from WPSIC. 
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LCDs by Contractor Index 
The first section of the Results Page includes the Contractor Name and 

the option to further define the retrieval of LCDs. 

 

CMS CCSQ/ Fu Associates 27 



LCDs by Contractor Index 
 The next section lists the LCDs by Type:  

• Final LCDs which include  Future LCDs; and,  
• Draft LCDs Released to Final LCDs. 

  Each section displays the number of LCDs found for the Query and the Selection Criteria.  

 The user can determine if the LCD is “Currently In Effect” or has a “Future Effective Date” 
by the actual date in the “Effective Date” column.   

 Click on the LCD Title to open the document.  

 The list of LCDs can be ordered in a variety of ways be clicking on the              column arrow 
icons. The results page defaults to an Alpha Listing.  Click on the ID arrow, will list the LCDs 
IDs either ascending or descending.   
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LCDs by Contractor Index 
 In this example, there are no Proposed/Draft LCDs that have 

been released to Final LCDs for WPSIC at this time.  
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Found 



LCDs by State Index 
 
In a State Index, the user must know the state, the 

contractor name and the contract number.  
Begin by clicking on the LCDs by State link. 
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LCDs by State Index 

 Select the State and LCD Type. 
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LCDs by State Index 
 Then choose a Contractor and Contract Type.  In this example, 

Palmetto GBA (11004) Home Health and Hospice (HHH) MAC is 
being selected. 
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LCDs by State Index 
 The first section of the Results Page includes the option to further define the 

Index. 

  The page also displays the number of LCDs found for the Query and the 
Selection Criteria.  

  The user can determine if the LCD is “Currently In Effect” or has a Future 
Effective Date by the actual date in the “Effective Date” column. 

  Click on the Document Title to open the LCD.   
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Articles Listed Alphabetically Index 

 The Articles Indexes works similar to the LCD Indexes  
 For an example by “Contractor” see slides 25 through 29 in 

the LCD Index.  
 For an example by “State” see slides 30 through 34 in the 

LCD Index.  
 To initiate an Alphabetical list of Articles, click on “Articles 

Listed Alphabetically”.  
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Articles Listed Alphabetically Index 
 This Index lists all Articles alphabetically for all contractors.  Users 

may  select to view the lists for “Active”, “Retired”, “Future” and 
“SAD” articles.  
 Click on the Article ID to view the document.  
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Part III: Medicare Administrative Contractor 
(MAC) Contacts Index 

  The Local Coverage Section of the Indexes page includes several MAC Contact 
Indexes. 

  Each MAC has its own Index, as well as an all-inclusive Alphabetical Index. 
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MAC Contacts Indexes 
 The Contacts include an Alphabetical listing and listings by 

Contract Types.  
 If a user is not sure of the contract type, use the “All Contacts 

Listed Alphabetically”.  
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MAC Contacts Indexes 
 All the Contact Lists include the contractor address, a website link,  

contract number with jurisdiction annotated as is appropriate, the CMD 
name, and states served.   

This is an example from the alphabetical list. 

The Contact List is also a good resource for understanding Contract Type 
and the associated Contract Number for a given contractor. 
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MAC Contacts Indexes 
 This is a example from the MAC A and B Index.  
  Note that this contractor (Noridian Healthcare Solutions) has 

multiple listings as do all MAC A and B contractors.   
 As well, their CMDs are assigned by state.  
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MAC Contacts Indexes 
 Contractor information is available in the MAC Contacts Indexes. 
 Similar information less the CMD name is also available in each 

LCD and Article.  
 Open an LCD or Article and find the Contractor Information at 

the top of the document. Click on the Contractor Name to open 
the link.  
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Click on the Contractor Name  
Link 



MAC Contacts Indexes 
 
 The Contractor Name link opens to the Contractor 

Information. It displays in both Articles and LCDs.  
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Enhancements Sneak Preview 

 A link to the ICD-10 codes associated to NCDs will 
be added to the Index Page on 11/27/16. 
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Questions and Answers 
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Question Answer 
Can you explain how the covered code list for an NCD or LCD works 
when a claim is submitted? For example, if a claim is submitted for a 
test and the submitted diagnosis code is not on the list, is the claim 
automatically rejected? 
  

Code lists are not found within a NCD.  Therefore, when a CPT/HCPCS code is 
listed in a LCD, and there are also ICD-10 codes that are listed as covered 
based on Medical Necessity, then the claim would not automatically be 
rejected.   
  
In the case of LCD, inquiries regarding coding/billing would need to go directly 
to the Medicare Administrative Contractor (MAC).   

Can you please provide some examples for searching NCDs when 
you do not have a document ID? 
  
Can you show us how to use the LCD by CPT code?  
  
  

There are two features that may be used on the MCD for searching NCDs by 
title when the user does not have the document ID.  
In Advanced Search national and local coverage can be queried by Keyword.      
You can reference the Lunch and Learn #1 document for further information.  
This is on the MCD Overview Page.   
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/ 
  
The MCD National Index also contains an alpha list of NCDs.  
  
Codes are not listed in NCDs, therefore when an Advanced search on NCDs is 
done in the database there is not a field to search for codes.   
  

What is the purpose of an article? 
  

Prior to LCDs, there were Local Medical Review Policies.  When section 522 of 
the Benefits Improvement and Protection Act (BIPA) was enacted, it created 
the term “local coverage determination” (LCD). An LCD is a decision by a 
Medicare administrative contractor (MAC) whether to cover a particular item 
or service on a MAC-wide basis in accordance with Section 1862(a)(1)(A) of 
the Social Security Act (i.e., a determination as to whether the item or service 
is reasonable and necessary). The difference between LMRPs and LCDs is that 
LCDs consist of only “reasonable and necessary” information, while LMRPs 
may also contain benefit category, statutory exclusion provisions and coding 
guidelines.  Therefore, articles were created so that MACs had a tool to house 
those non-reasonable and necessary pieces. 

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/


Questions and Answers 
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Question Answer 

If there is no NCD or LCD found within a MAC, but there is an Article 
outlining coverage criteria, can the Article criteria be used to 
determine either benefit coverage and/or medical necessity. 
  

Articles are not used for NCD.  If there is no LCD, an article can be used for 
non-reasonable and necessary pieces of information (e.g., benefit category, 
statutory exclusion and coding guidelines).     

LCD 11750 not found on list is it an active code or not. Am I not 
reading or understanding ow to read the list? 
  

There is not a LCD for 11750.  This may be a CPT code that is being searched 
for coverage.  If so- Using the Advanced Search Tool to locate NCDs is the best 
option.  In Advanced Search, you can search by Keyword, ICD-CM codes, 
CPT/HCPCS codes, or by coverage date.  You can reference the Lunch and 
Learn #1 document for further information.  This is on the MCD Overview 
Page.   
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/ 

Can you address again, when we are to only use the NCD, when 
there is also an LCD?  

If there is an NCD that covers the specific issue that is being billed and an LCD, 
then the NCD would take precedence. But both documents should be used.  If 
there is not an NCD appropriate for the bill, than the correct reference would 
be the LCD. 

Sometimes there is more than one LCD for the same thing. How do 
we determine which LCD to use? 

The LCD that would need to be used is the appropriate LCD for the MAC 
Contractor being billed. 

Many LCDs list diagnosis codes - where are diagnosis codes listed in 
NCDs? 
  

Diagnosis codes for NCDs are listed in the ICD-10 Medicare Coverage website, 
by Subject and Transmittal Number.  The link to that website is: 
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coverage/CoverageGenInfo/ICD10.html 

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coverage/CoverageGenInfo/ICD10.html


Questions and Answers 
Question Answer 

Can you please explain what happens when a LCD is retired?   
  

LCDs move to the MCD Archive website when retired.  The schedule for when 
these documents move to the MCD Archive site is: 
• Proposed/Draft LCDs move to the MCD Archive 90 days after being 

released to the final LCD. 
• Retired LCDs and Articles move to the MCD Archive 1 year after their 

retirement dates. 
• Superseded versions of active LCDs and Articles move to the MCD 

Archive after 1 year. 
• All LMRPs reside on the MCD Archive. 
• All ICD-9 LCDs and Articles reside on the MCD Archive. 
Please visit the MCD Archive Site to view archived documents 
  

Is Medicare allowed to deny procedures against retired LCDs? 
  

If the date of service for those procedures is after the LCD is retired, then the 
LCD should not be used for coverage guidance. 

Why don't the NCDs list the CPT code and ICD-10 codes that are 
covered the way the LCDs are; example-  (NCD) for Prostate Cancer 
Screening Tests (210.1) 
  

In 2006, CMS determined that codes were not a part of an NCD.  The link to 
the transmittal explaining the removal of the codes from the NCD manual is 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/2006-Transmittals-Items/CMS060682.html 
  
The exception is the 23 lab NCDs that were created under a special 
rulemaking process called negotiated rulemaking. As part of that process, 
these NCDs do contain codes, and they have a separate manual. 

NCD 80.11: Can you explain how to use the medicare claims manual 
to determine when to code a vitrectomy with other CPT codes 
  

The Medicare Claims Processing Manual (CPM) gives contractors the 
instructions on how to process the claims for NCD 80.11. If a combination of 
codes is needed to satisfy the coverage requirements, the instructions will 
note this. Your question appears to be about multiple procedures on the 
same day.  If this is a payment question, it is best answered by your MAC. 
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Questions and Answers 
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Question Answer 

How do we locate our MAC Contract Information? How do we 
determine which MAC covers our area/state?  
  

The best resource for this on the MCD is the Contact Index that includes a list 
of MACs by State.   
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Contracting/Medicare-
Administrative-Contractors/Downloads/MACs-by-State-Jan-2016.pdf 

Could you remind us again the difference between LCD to LCA 
and how they should be applied when making a coverage 
determination?  
  

Prior to LCDs, there were Local Medical Review Policies.  When section 522 of 
the Benefits Improvement and Protection Act (BIPA) was enacted, it created 
the term “local coverage determination” (LCD). An LCD is a decision by a 
Medicare administrative contractor (MAC) whether to cover a particular item 
or service on a MAC-wide basis in accordance with Section 1862(a)(1)(A) of 
the Social Security Act (i.e., a determination as to whether the item or service 
is reasonable and necessary). The difference between LMRPs and LCDs is that 
LCDs consist of only “reasonable and necessary” information, while LMRPs 
may also contain benefit category, statutory exclusion provisions and coding 
guidelines.  Therefore, articles were created so that MACs had a tool to 
house those non-reasonable and necessary pieces.   
LCDs and Articles should both be used when billing for an item or service.   

Can you please specifically explain how I can find the slides for 
this Lunch and Learn as well as the last one on Advanced 
Search?  Thank you! 
  

The slides for both Lunch and Learns will be on the MCD Overview Page. 
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database 

What are the best resources to use to learn and understand 
how to use the CMS website? 
  

For MCD- there is a Medicare Learning Network MCD Manual, that covers 
the entire MCD as a resource. 
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database 
For the entire scope of Medicare, there are some great resources for 
different parts of the Medicare website.  The Outreach and Education 
Section offers Medicare Learning Network Publications that will help you 
maneuver through Medicare. 
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-
MLN/MLNProducts/MLN-Publications.html 
  
  

https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Contracting/Medicare-Administrative-Contractors/Downloads/MACs-by-State-Jan-2016.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-Contracting/Medicare-Administrative-Contractors/Downloads/MACs-by-State-Jan-2016.pdf
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