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To amend title XXVII of the Public Health Service Act to preserve consumer
and employer access to licensed independent insurance producers.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DECEMBER 6, 2017
Mr. LoNG (for himself and Mr. SCHRADER) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce

A BILL

To amend title XXVII of the Public Health Service Act
to preserve consumer and employer access to licensed

independent insurance producers.

[E—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Access to Independent
Health Insurance Advisors Act of 20177,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
Congress finds the following:

(1) Licensed independent insurance producers
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(agents and brokers) provide a wide range of serv-
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ices for both individual consumers and the business
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community. Producers interface with insurers, ac-
quire quotes, analyze plan options, and consult cli-
ents through the purchase of health insurance.

(2) Licensed independent insurance producers
provide guidance regarding benefit and contribution
arrangements to ensure compliance with applicable
State and Federal laws and regulations; assist with
establishing section 125 plan tax savings under the
Internal Revenue Code, health reimbursement ar-
rangements, flexible spending arrangements, evalu-
ating and securing small business tax credits as pro-
vided in the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, and other programs to maximize tax advantages
and ensure compliance with applicable Internal Rev-
enue Service guidelines; create educational materials
and provide on-site assistance to aid in employee
benefit communication; assist in managing eligibility
for new hires and terminated employees; provide ad-
vocacy for employees through the health insurance
claim process; and advocate for employers with in-
surers in developing proposals, renewals, and for
service issues throughout the year.

(3) In order to meet these responsibilities, li-
censed independent insurance producers are required

to complete continuing education on an ongoing
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basis in order to maintain appropriate licenses. This
requirement to maintain educational standards helps
assure the msured public that producers remain cur-
rent with the ever-evolving insurance market.

(4) It is essential that licensed independent in-
surance producers continue to perform these duties,
and others, as the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act has made significant changes to the regu-
latory environment for health plans. To understand
these changes, employers and consumers will need
professional guidance even more in the future. This
service 1s especially important for small businesses,
as such producers often fill the role of a human re-
sources department as well as professional consult-
ant.

(5) The National Association of Insurance
Commissioners (NAIC), whose core mission is to
protect consumers in all aspects of the business of
msurance, strongly advocates for the continuing role
of licensed independent insurance producers in
health insurance, and has expressed that the ability
of insurance agents and brokers to continue assist-
ing health insurance consumers at a time of rapid
imsurance market changes is more essential than

ever. On November 22, 2011, the NAIC adopted a
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resolution stating that “Congress should expedi-

tiously consider legislation amending the MLR provi-

sions of the PPACA in order to preserve consumer
access to agents and brokers”.

(6) It 1s eritical that the indispensable role
played by licensed independent insurance producers
1s recognized and protected.

SEC. 3. PROTECTING THE ABILITY OF LICENSED INDE-
PENDENT INSURANCE PRODUCERS TO CON-
TINUE TO SERVE THE PUBLIC.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2718 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300ge—18), as inserted by section
1001 and amended by section 10101(f) of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 110-148),
18 amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(3), by inserting *, remu-
neration paid for licensed independent insurance
producers,” after “State taxes’; and

(2) 1 subsection (b)(1)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i) of
subparagraph (A), by inserting ““, remuneration
paid for licensed independent insurance pro-
ducers in the individual and small group mar-

ket,” after “State taxes’”; and
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1 (B) in subparagraph (B)(1)(II), by insert-
2 ing “, remuneration paid for licensed inde-
3 pendent insurance producers in the individual
4 and small group market,” after ‘“State taxes’;
5 and

6 (3) by adding at the end the following:

7 “(f) INDEPENDENT INSURANCE PRODUCER REMU-
8 NERATION DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section:

9 “(1) The term ‘independent insurance producer’

10 means an insurance agent or broker, insurance con-
11 sultant, benefit specialist, limited insurance rep-
12 resentative, and any other person required to be li-
13 censed under the laws of the particular State to sell,
14 solicit, negotiate, service, effect, procure, renew or
15 bind policies of insurance coverage or offer advice,
16 counsel, opinions, or services related to insurance.

17 “(2) The term ‘remuneration’ means compensa-
18 tion earned from an insurance issuer for services
19 rendered under contractual agreement which may in-
20 clude commissions or any other thing of value but
21 which shall not include production bonuses.”.

22 (b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 60 days after the

23 date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Health

24 and Human Services shall amend any applicable regula-
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I tions as necessary to implement the amendments made by

2 subsection (a).

*HR 4575 TH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-12-13T00:24:52-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




