AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

REPT. 115-153
Part 1

115TH CONGRESS

1st Session } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {

FINANCIAL CHOICE ACT OF 2010

REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

TOGETHER WITH

MINORITY VIEWS

[TO ACCOMPANY H.R. 10]

BOOK 2 OF 2

May 25, 2017.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed




FINANCIAL CHOICE ACT OF 2010
(Book 2 of 2)



REPT. 115-153
Part 1

115TH CONGRESS

1st Session } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {

FINANCIAL CHOICE ACT OF 2010

REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

TOGETHER WITH

MINORITY VIEWS

[TO ACCOMPANY H.R. 10]

BOOK 2 OF 2

May 25, 2017.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed

U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
25-562 WASHINGTON : 2017




2

SEC. 10D. RESO\;}ERY OF ERRONEOUSLY AWARDED COMPENSATION
POLICY.

(a) LISTING STANDARDS.—The Commission shall, by rule, direct
the national securities exchanges and national securities associa-
tions to prohibit the listing of any security of an issuer that does
not comply with the requirements of this section.

(b) RECOVERY OF FUNDS.—The rules of the Commission under
subsection (a) shall require each issuer to develop and implement
a policy providing—

(1) for disclosure of the policy of the issuer on incentive-
based compensation that is based on financial information re-
quired to be reported under the securities laws; and

(2) that, in the event that the issuer is required to prepare
an accounting restatement due to the material noncompliance
of the issuer with any financial reporting requirement under
the securities laws, the issuer will recover from any current or
former executive officer of the issuer who received incentive-
based compensation (including stock options awarded as com-
pensation) during the 3-year period preceding the date on
which the issuer is required to prepare an accounting restate-
ment, based on the erroneous data, in excess of what would
have been paid to the executive officer under the accounting
restatement, where such executive officer had control or author-
ity over the financial reporting that resulted in the accounting
restatement.

* * * & * * *

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SECURITIES

SEC. 12. (a) It shall be unlawful for any member, broker, or deal-
er to effect any transaction in any security (other than an exempt-
ed security) on a national securities exchange unless a registration
is effective as to such security for such exchange in accordance with
the provisions of this title and the rules and regulations there-
under. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply in respect
of a security futures product traded on a national securities ex-
change.

(b) A security may be registered on a national securities ex-
change by the issuer filing an application with the exchange (and
filing with the Commission such duplicate originals thereof as the
Commission may require), which application shall contain—

(1) Such information, in such detail, as to the issuer and any
person directly or indirectly controlling or controlled by, or
under direct or indirect common control with, the issuer, and
any guarantor of the security as to principal or interest or
both, as the Commission may by rules and regulations require,
as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the
protection of investors, in respect of the following:

(A) the organization, financial structures, and nature of
the business;

(B) the terms, position, rights, and privileges of the dif-
ferent classes of securities outstanding;
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(C) the terms on which their securities are to be, and
during the preceding three years have been, offered to the
public or otherwise;

(D) the directors, officers, and underwriters, and each se-
curity holder of record holding more than 10 per centum
of any class of any equity security of the issuer (other than
an exempted security), their remuneration and their inter-
ests in the securities of, and their material contracts with,
the issuer and any person directly or indirectly controlling
or controlled by, or under direct or indirect common control
with, the issuer;

(E) remuneration to others than directors and officers
exceeding $20,000 per annum;

(F) bonus and profit-sharing arrangements;

(G) management and service contracts;

(H) options existing or to be created in respect of their
securities;

(I) material contracts, not made in the ordinary course
of business, which are to be executed in whole or in part
at or after the filing of the application or which were made
not more than two years before such filing, and every ma-
terial patent or contract for a material patent right shall
be deemed a material contract;

(J) balance sheets for not more than the three preceding
fiscal years, certified if required by the rules and regula-
tions of the Commission by a registered public accounting
firm;

(K) profit and loss statements for not more than the
three preceding fiscal years, certified if required by the
rules and regulations of the Commission by a registered
public accounting firm; and

(L) any further financial statements which the Commis-
sion may deem necessary or appropriate for the protection
of investors.

(2) Such copies of articles of incorporation, bylaws, trust in-
dentures, or corresponding documents by whatever name
known, underwriting arrangements, and other similar docu-
ments of, and voting trust agreements with respect to, the
issuer and any person directly or indirectly controlling or con-
trolled by, or under direct or indirect common control with, the
issuer as the Commission may require as necessary or appro-
priate for the proper protection of investors and to insure fair
dealing in the security.

(8) Such copies of material contracts, referred to in para-
graph (1)(I) above, as the Commission may require as nec-
essary or appropriate for the proper protection of investors and
to insure fair dealing in the security.

(¢c) If in the judgment of the Commission any information re-
quired under subsection (b) of this section is inapplicable to any
specified class or classes of issuers, the Commission shall require
in lieu thereof the submission of such other information of com-
parable character as it may deem applicable to such class of
issuers.
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(d) If the exchange authorities certify to the Commission that the
security has been approved by the exchange for listing and reg-
istration, the registration shall become effective thirty days after
the receipt of such certification by the Commission or within such
shorter period of time as the Commission may determine. A secu-
rity registered with a national securities exchange may be with-
drawn or stricken from listing and registration in accordance with
the rules of the exchange and, upon such terms as the Commission
may deem necessary to impose for the protection of investors, upon
application by the issuer or the exchange to the Commission;
whereupon the issuer shall be relieved from further compliance
with the provisions of this section and section 13 of this title and
any rules or regulations under such sections as to the securities so
withdrawn or stricken. An unissued security may be registered
only in accordance with such rules and regulations as the Commis-
sion may prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public inter-
est or for the protection of investors.

(e) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the
Commission may by such rules and regulations as it deems nec-
essary or appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of
investors permit securities listed on any exchange at the time the
registration of such exchange as a national securities exchange be-
comes effective, to be registered for a period ending not later than
July 1, 1935, without complying with the provisions of this section.

(H)(1)(A) Notwithstanding the preceding subsections of this sec-
tion, any national securities exchange, in accordance with the re-
quirements of this subsection and the rules hereunder, may extend
unlisted trading privileges to—

(i) any security that is listed and registered on a national se-
curities exchange, subject to subparagraph (B); and

(ii) any security that is otherwise registered pursuant to this
section, or that would be required to be so registered except for
the exemption from registration provided in subparagraph (B)
or (G) of subsection (g)(2), subject to subparagraph (E) of this
paragraph.

(B) A national securities exchange may not extend unlisted trad-
ing privileges to a security described in subparagraph (A)(i) during
such interval, if any, after the commencement of an initial public
offering of such security, as is or may be required pursuant to sub-
paragraph (C).

(C) Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of the
Unlisted Trading Privileges Act of 1994, the Commission shall pre-
scribe, by rule or regulation, the duration of the interval referred
to in subparagraph (B), if any, as the Commission determines to be
necessary or appropriate for the maintenance of fair and orderly
markets, the protection of investors and the public interest, or oth-
erwise in furtherance of the purposes of this title. Until the earlier
of the effective date of such rule or regulation or 240 days after
such date of enactment, such interval shall begin at the opening of
trading on the day on which such security commences trading on
the national securities exchange with which such security is reg-
istered and end at the conclusion of the next day of trading.

(D) The Commission may prescribe, by rule or regulation such
additional procedures or requirements for extending unlisted trad-
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ing privileges to any security as the Commission deems necessary
or appropriate for the maintenance of fair and orderly markets, the
protection of investors and the public interest, or otherwise in fur-
therance of the purposes of this title.

(E) No extension of unlisted trading privileges to securities de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) may occur except pursuant to a
rule, regulation, or order of the Commission approving such exten-
sion or extensions. In promulgating such rule or regulation or in
issuing such order, the Commission—

(i) shall find that such extension or extensions of unlisted
trading privileges is consistent with the maintenance of fair
and orderly markets, the protection of investors and the public
int'ierest, and otherwise in furtherance of the purposes of this
title;

(i) shall take account of the public trading activity in such
securities, the character of such trading, the impact of such ex-
tension on the existing markets for such securities, and the de-
sirability of removing impediments to and the progress that
has been made toward the development of a national market
system; and

(iii) shall not permit a national securities exchange to extend
unlisted trading privileges to such securities if any rule of such
national securities exchange would unreasonably impair the
ability of a dealer to solicit or effect transactions in such secu-
rities for its own account, or would unreasonably restrict com-
petition among dealers in such securities or between such deal-
ers acting in the capacity of market makers who are specialists
and such dealers who are not specialists.

(F) An exchange may continue to extend unlisted trading privi-
leges in accordance with this paragraph only if the exchange and
the subject security continue to satisfy the requirements for eligi-
bility under this paragraph, including any rules and regulations
issued by the Commission pursuant to this paragraph, except that
unlisted trading privileges may continue with regard to securities
which had been admitted on such exchange prior to July 1, 1964,
notwithstanding the failure to satisfy such requirements. If un-
listed trading privileges in a security are discontinued pursuant to
this subparagraph, the exchange shall cease trading in that secu-
rity, unless the exchange and the subject security thereafter satisfy
the requirements of this paragraph and the rules issued hereunder.

(G) For purposes of this paragraph—

(i) a security is the subject of an initial public offering if—

(I) the offering of the subject security is registered under
the Securities Act of 1933; and

(IT) the issuer of the security, immediately prior to filing
the registration statement with respect to the offering, was
not subject to the reporting requirements of section 13 or
15(d) of this title; and

(i1) an initial public offering of such security commences at
the opening of trading on the day on which such security com-
mences trading on the national securities exchange with which
such security is registered.

(2)(A) At any time within 60 days of commencement of trading
on an exchange of a security pursuant to unlisted trading privi-
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leges, the Commission may summarily suspend such unlisted trad-
ing privileges on the exchange. Such suspension shall not be re-
viewable under section 25 of this title and shall not be deemed to
be a final agency action for purposes of section 704 of title 5,
United States Code. Upon such suspension—

(i) the exchange shall cease trading in the security by the
close of business on the date of such suspension, or at such
time as the Commission may prescribe by rule or order for the
maintenance of fair and orderly markets, the protection of in-
vestors and the public interest, or otherwise in furtherance of
the purposes of this title; and

(i1) if the exchange seeks to extend unlisted trading privi-
leges to the security, the exchange shall file an application to
reinstate its ability to do so with the Commission pursuant to
such procedures as the Commission may prescribe by rule or
order for the maintenance of fair and orderly markets, the pro-
tection of investors and the public interest, or otherwise in fur-
therance of the purposes of this title.

(B) A suspension under subparagraph (A) shall remain in effect
until the Commission, by order, grants approval of an application
to reinstate, as described in subparagraph (A)(ii).

(C) A suspension under subparagraph (A) shall not affect the va-
lidity or force of an extension of unlisted trading privileges in effect
prior to such suspension.

(D) The Commission shall not approve an application by a na-
tional securities exchange to reinstate its ability to extend unlisted
trading privileges to a security unless the Commission finds, after
notice and opportunity for hearing, that the extension of unlisted
trading privileges pursuant to such application is consistent with
the maintenance of fair and orderly markets, the protection of in-
vestors and the public interest, and otherwise in furtherance of the
purposes of this title. If the application is made to reinstate un-
listed trading privileges to a security described in paragraph
(1)(A)(1i), the Commission—

(i) shall take account of the public trading activity in such
security, the character of such trading, the impact of such ex-
tension on the existing markets for such a security, and the de-
sirability of removing impediments to and the progress that
has been made toward the development of a national market
system; and

(i1) shall not grant any such application if any rule of the na-
tional securities exchange making application under this sub-
section would unreasonably impair the ability of a dealer to so-
licit or effect transactions in such security for its own account,
or would unreasonably restrict competition among dealers in
such security or between such dealers acting in the capacity of
marketmakers who are specialists and such dealers who are
not specialists.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), the Commission shall by
rules and regulations suspend unlisted trading privileges in whole
or in part for any or all classes of securities for a period not exceed-
ing twelve months, if it deems such suspension necessary or appro-
priate in the public interest or for the protection of investors or to
prevent evasion of the purposes of this title.
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(4) On the application of the issuer of any security for which un-
listed trading privileges on any exchange have been continued or
extended pursuant to this subsection, or of any broker or dealer
who makes or creates a market for such security, or of any other
person having a bona fide interest in the question of termination
or suspension of such unlisted trading privileges, or on its own mo-
tion, the Commission shall by order terminate, or suspend for a pe-
riod not exceeding twelve months, such unlisted trading privileges
for such security if the Commission finds, after appropriate notice
and opportunity for hearing, that such termination or suspension
is necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the protec-
tion of investors.

(5) In any proceeding under this subsection in which appropriate
notice and opportunity for hearing are required, notice of not less
than ten days to the applicant in such proceeding, to the issuer of
the security involved, to the exchange which is seeking to continue
or extend or has continued or extended unlisted trading privileges
for such security, and to the exchange, if any, on which such secu-
rity is listed and registered, shall be deemed adequate notice, and
any broker or dealer who makes or creates a market for such secu-
rity, and any other person having a bona fide interest in such pro-
ceeding, shall upon application be entitled to be heard.

(6) Any security for which unlisted trading privileges are contin-
ued or extended pursuant to this subsection shall be deemed to be
registered on a national securities exchange within the meaning of
this title. The powers and duties of the Commission under this title
shall be applicable to the rules of an exchange in respect to any
such security. The Commission may, by such rules and regulations
as it deems necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for
the protection of investors, either unconditionally or upon specified
terms and conditions, or for stated periods, exempt such securities
from the operation of any provision of section 13, 14, or 16 of this
title.

(g)(1) Every issuer which is engaged in interstate commerce, or
in a business affecting interstate commerce, or whose securities are
traded by use of the mails or any means or instrumentality of
interstate commerce [shall—]

[(A) within 120 days after the last day of its first fiscal year
ended on which the issuer has total assets exceeding
$10,000,000 and a class of equity security (other than an ex-
empted security) held of record by either—

[(G) 2,000 persons, or

[(ii) 500 persons who are not accredited investors (as such
term is defined by the Commission), and

[(B) in the case of an issuer that is a bank, a savings and
loan holding company (as defined in section 10 of the Home
Owners’ Loan Act), or a bank holding company, as such term
is defined in section 2 of the Bank Holding Company Act of
1956 (12 U.S.C. 1841), not later than 120 days after the last
day of its first fiscal year ended after the effective date of this
subsection, on which the issuer has total assets exceeding
$10,000,000 and a class of equity security (other than an ex-
empted security) held of record by 2,000 or more persons,
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register such securityl shall, not later than 120 days after the last
day of its first fiscal year ended after the effective date of this sub-
section on which the issuer has total assets exceeding $10,000,000
(or such greater amount of assets as the Commission may establish
by rule) and a class of equity security (other than an exempted secu-
rity) held of record by 2,000 or more persons (or such greater num-
ber of persons as the Commission may establish by rule), register
such security by filing with the Commission a registration state-
ment (and such copies thereof as the Commission may require)
with respect to such security containing such information and docu-
ments as the Commission may specify comparable to that which is
required in an application to register a security pursuant to sub-
section (b) of this section. Each such registration statement shall
become effective sixty days after filing with the Commission or
within such shorter period as the Commission may direct. Until
such registration statement becomes effective it shall not be
deemed filed for the purposes of section 18 of this title. Any issuer
may register any class of equity security not required to be reg-
istered by filing a registration statement pursuant to the provisions
of this paragraph. The Commission is authorized to extend the date
upon which any issuer or class of issuers is required to register a
security pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph. The dollar
figure in this paragraph shall be indexed for inflation every 5 years
by the Commission to reflect the change in the Consumer Price
Index for All Urban Consumers published by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, rounded to the nearest $100,000.

f(2) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply in respect
o —

(A) any security listed and registered on a national securities
exchange.

(B) any security issued by an investment company registered
pursuant to section 8 of the Investment Company Act of 1940.

(C) any security, other than permanent stock, guaranty
stock, permanent reserve stock, or any similar certificate evi-
dencing nonwithdrawable capital, issued by a savings and loan
association, building and loan association, cooperative bank,
homestead association, or similar institution, which is super-
vised and examined by State or Federal authority having su-
pervision over any such institution.

(D) any security of an issuer organized and operated exclu-
sively for religious, educational, benevolent, fraternal, chari-
table, or reformatory purposes and not for pecuniary profit,
and no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit
of any private shareholder or individual; or any security of a
fund that is excluded from the definition of an investment com-
pfa}ny under section 3(c)(10)(B) of the Investment Company Act
of 1940.

(E) any security of an issuer which is a “cooperative associa-
tion” as defined in the Agricultural Marketing Act, approved
June 15, 1929, as amended, or a federation of such cooperative
associations, if such federation possesses no greater powers or
purposes than cooperative associations so defined.

(F) any security issued by a mutual or cooperative organiza-
tion which supplies a commodity or service primarily for the
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benefit of its members and operates not for pecuniary profit,
but only if the security is part of a class issuable only to per-
sons who purchase commodities or services from the issuer, the
security is transferable only to a successor in interest or occu-
pancy of premises serviced or to be served by the issuer, and
no dividends are payable to the holder of the security.

(G) any security issued by an insurance company if all of the
following conditions are met:

(i) Such insurance company is required to and does file
an annual statement with the Commissioner of Insurance
(or other officer or agency performing a similar function)
of its domiciliary State, and such annual statement con-
forms to that prescribed by the National Association of In-
surance Commissioners or in the determination of such
State commissioner, officer or agency substantially con-
forms to that so prescribed.

(i1) Such insurance company is subject to regulation by
its domiciliary State of proxies, consents, or authorizations
in respect of securities issued by such company and such
regulation conforms to that prescribed by the National As-
sociation of Insurance Commissioners.

(iii) After July 1, 1966, the purchase and sales of securi-
ties issued by such insurance company by beneficial own-
ers, directors, or officers of such company are subject to
regulation (including reporting) by its domiciliary State
substantially in the manner provided in section 16 of this
title.

(H) any interest or participation in any collective trust funds
maintained by a bank or in a separate account maintained by
an insurance company which interest or participation is issued
in connection with (i) a stock-bonus, pension, or profit-sharing
plan which meets the requirements for qualification under sec-
tion 401 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, (ii) an annuity
plan which meets the requirements for deduction of the em-
ployer’s contribution under section 404(a)(2) of such Code, or
(iii) a church plan, company, or account that is excluded from
the definition of an investment company under section 3(c)(14)
of the Investment Company Act of 1940.

(3) The Commission may by rules or regulations or, on its own
motion, after notice and opportunity for hearing, by order, exempt
from this subsection any security of a foreign issuer, including any
certificate of deposit for such a security, if the Commission finds
that such exemption is in the public interest and is consistent with
the protection of investors.

(4) Registration of any class of security pursuant to this sub-
section shall be terminated ninety days, or such shorter period as
the Commission may determine, after the issuer files a certification
with the Commission that the number of holders of record of such
class of security is reduced to less than [300 persons, or, in the
case of a bank, a savings and loan holding company (as defined in
section 10 of the Home Owners’ Loan Act), or a bank holding com-
pany, as such term is defined in section 2 of the Bank Holding
Company Act of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 1841), 1,200 persons persons]
1,200 persons. The Commission shall after notice and opportunity
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for hearing deny termination of registration if it finds that the cer-
tification is untrue. Termination of registration shall be deferred
pending final determination on the question of denial.

[(5)]1 [For the purposesl

(5) DEFINITIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes of this subsection the
term “class” shall include all securities of an issuer which are
of substantially similar character and the holders of which
enjoy substantially similar rights and privileges. The Commis-
sion may for the purpose of this subsection define by rules and
regulations the terms “total assets” and “held of record” as it
deems necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the
protection of investors in order to prevent circumvention of the
provisions of this subsection. For purposes of this subsection,
a security futures product shall not be considered a class of eq-
uity security of the issuer of the securities underlying the secu-
rity futures product. For purposes of determining whether an
issuer is required to register a security with the Commission
pursuant to paragraph (1), the definition of “held of record”
shall not include securities held by persons who received the
securities pursuant to an employee compensation plan in
transactions exempted from the registration requirements of
section 5 of the Securities Act of 1933.

(B) EXCLUSION FOR PERSONS HOLDING CERTAIN SECURITIES.—
For purposes of this subsection, securities held by persons who
purchase such securities in transactions described under section
4(a)(6) of the Securities Act of 1933 shall not be deemed to be
“held of record”.

(6) EXCLUSION FOR PERSONS HOLDING CERTAIN SECURITIES.—
The Commission shall, by rule, exempt, conditionally or uncon-
ditionally, securities acquired pursuant to an offering made
under section 4(6) of the Securities Act of 1933 from the provi-
sions of this subsection.

(h) The Commission may by rules and regulations, or upon appli-
cation of an interested person, by order, after notice and oppor-
tunity for hearing, exempt in whole or in part any issuer or class
of issuers from the provisions of subsection (g) of this section or
from section 13, 14, or 15(d) or may exempt from section 16 any
officer, director, or beneficial owner of securities of any issuer, any
security of which is required to be registered pursuant to sub-
section (g) hereof, upon such terms and conditions and for such pe-
riod as it deems necessary or appropriate, if the Commission finds,
by reason of the number of public investors, amount of trading in-
terest in the securities, the nature and extent of the activities of
the issuer, income or assets of the issuer, or otherwise, that such
action is not inconsistent with the public interest or the protection
of investors. The Commission may, for the purposes of any of the
above-mentioned sections or subsections of this title, classify
issuers and prescribe requirements appropriate for each such class.

(i) In respect of any securities issued by banks and savings asso-
ciations the deposits of which are insured in accordance with the
Federal Deposit Insurance Act, the powers, functions, and duties
vested in the Commission to administer and enforce sections
10A(m), 12, 13, 14(a), 14(c), 14(d), 14(f), and 16 of this Act, and sec-
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tions 302, 303, 304, 306, 401(b), 404, 406, and 407 of the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002, (1) with respect to national banks and Federal
savings associations, the accounts of which are insured by the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation are vested in the Comptroller
of the Currency, (2) with respect to all other member banks of the
Federal Reserve System are vested in the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System, and (3) with respect to all other in-
sured banks and State savings associations, the accounts of which
are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, are
vested in the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. The Comp-
troller of the Currency, the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation shall
have the power to make such rules and regulations as may be nec-
essary for the execution of the functions vested in them as provided
in this subsection. In carrying out their responsibilities under this
subsection, the agencies named in the first sentence of this sub-
section shall issue substantially similar regulations to regulations
and rules issued by the Commission under sections 10A(m), 12, 13,
14(a), 14(c), 14(d), 14(f) and 16 of this Act, and sections 302, 303,
304, 306, 401(b), 404, 406, and 407 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of
2002, unless they find that implementation of substantially similar
regulations with respect to insured banks and insured institutions
are not necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for protec-
tion of investors, and publish such findings, and the detailed rea-
sons therefor, in the Federal Register. Such regulations of the
above-named agencies, or the reasons for failure to publish such
substantially similar regulations to those of the Commission, shall
be published in the Federal Register within 120 days of the date
of enactment of this subsection, and, thereafter, within 60 days of
any changes made by the Commission in its relevant regulations
and rules.

() The Commission is authorized, by order, as it deems necessary
or appropriate for the protection of investors to deny, to suspend
the effective date of, to suspend for a period not exceeding twelve
months, or to revoke the registration of a security, if the Commis-
sion finds, on the record after notice and opportunity for hearing,
that the issuer of such security has failed to comply with any provi-
sion of this title or the rules and regulations thereunder. No mem-
ber of a national securities exchange, broker, or dealer shall make
use of the mails or any means or instrumentality of interstate com-
merce to effect any transaction in, or to induce the purchase or sale
of, any security the registration of which has been and is sus-
pended or revoked pursuant to the preceding sentence.

(k) TRADING SUSPENSIONS; EMERGENCY AUTHORITY.—

(1) TRADING SUSPENSIONS.—If in its opinion the public inter-
est and the protection of investors so require, the Commission
is authorized by order—

(A) summarily to suspend trading in any security (other
than an exempted security) for a period not exceeding 10
business days, and

(B) summarily to suspend all trading on any national se-
curities exchange or otherwise, in securities other than ex-
empted securities, for a period not exceeding 90 calendar
days.
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The action described in subparagraph (B) shall not take effect
unless the Commission notifies the President of its decision
and the President notifies the Commission that the President
does not disapprove of such decision. If the actions described
in subparagraph (A) or (B) involve a security futures product,
the Commission shall consult with and consider the views of
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission.
(2) EMERGENCY ORDERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, in an emergency,
may by order summarily take such action to alter, supple-
ment, suspend, or impose requirements or restrictions with
respect to any matter or action subject to regulation by the
Commission or a self-regulatory organization under the se-
curities laws, as the Commission determines is necessary
in the public interest and for the protection of investors—

(i) to maintain or restore fair and orderly securities
markets (other than markets in exempted securities);

(i) to ensure prompt, accurate, and safe clearance
and settlement of transactions in securities (other
than exempted securities); or

(iii) to reduce, eliminate, or prevent the substantial
disruption by the emergency of—

(I) securities markets (other than markets in ex-
empted securities), investment companies, or any
other significant portion or segment of such mar-
kets; or

(IT) the transmission or processing of securities
transactions (other than transactions in exempted
securities).

(B) EFFECTIVE PERIOD.—An order of the Commission
under this paragraph shall continue in effect for the period
specified by the Commission, and may be extended. Except
as provided in subparagraph (C), an order of the Commis-
sion under this paragraph may not continue in effect for
more than 10 business days, including extensions.

(C) EXTENSION.—An order of the Commission under this
paragraph may be extended to continue in effect for more
than 10 business days if, at the time of the extension, the
Commission finds that the emergency still exists and de-
termines that the continuation of the order beyond 10
business days is necessary in the public interest and for
the protection of investors to attain an objective described
in clause (i), (i1), or (iii) of subparagraph (A). In no event
shall an order of the Commission under this paragraph
continue in effect for more than 30 calendar days.

(D) SECURITY FUTURES.—If the actions described in sub-
paragraph (A) involve a security futures product, the Com-
mission shall consult with and consider the views of the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission.

(E) EXEMPTION.—In exercising its authority under this
paragraph, the Commission shall not be required to com-
ply with the provisions of—

(i) section 19(c); or
(i1) section 553 of title 5, United States Code.



13

(3) TERMINATION OF EMERGENCY ACTIONS BY PRESIDENT.—
The President may direct that action taken by the Commission
under paragraph (1)(B) or paragraph (2) of this subsection
shall not continue in effect.

(4) COMPLIANCE WITH ORDERS.—No member of a national se-
curities exchange, broker, or dealer shall make use of the mails
or any means or instrumentality of interstate commerce to ef-
fect any transaction in, or to induce the purchase or sale of,
any security in contravention of an order of the Commission
under this subsection unless such order has been stayed, modi-
fied, or set aside as provided in paragraph (5) of this sub-
section or has ceased to be effective upon direction of the Presi-
dent as provided in paragraph (3).

(5) LIMITATIONS ON REVIEW OF ORDERS.—An order of the
Commission pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to re-
view only as provided in section 25(a) of this title. Review shall
be based on an examination of all the information before the
Commission at the time such order was issued. The reviewing
court shall not enter a stay, writ of mandamus, or similar re-
lief unless the court finds, after notice and hearing before a
panel of the court, that the Commission’s action is arbitrary,
capricious, an abuse of discretion, or otherwise not in accord-
ance with law.

(6) CONSULTATION.—Prior to taking any action described in
paragraph (1)(B), the Commission shall consult with and con-
sider the views of the Secretary of the Treasury, the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, and the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, unless such consultation is im-
practicable in light of the emergency.

(7) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this subsection, the term
“emergency” means—

(A) a major market disturbance characterized by or con-
stituting—

(i) sudden and excessive fluctuations of securities
prices generally, or a substantial threat thereof, that
threaten fair and orderly markets; or

(i) a substantial disruption of the safe or efficient
operation of the national system for clearance and set-
tlement of transactions in securities, or a substantial
threat thereof; or

(B) a major disturbance that substantially disrupts, or
threatens to substantially disrupt—

(i) the functioning of securities markets, investment
companies, or any other significant portion or segment
of the securities markets; or

(ii) the transmission or processing of securities
transactions.

(1) It shall be unlawful for an issuer, any class of whose securities
is registered pursuant to this section or would be required to be so
registered except for the exemption from registration provided by
subsection (g)(2)(B) or (g)(2)(G) of this section, by the use of any
means or instrumentality of interstate commerce, or of the mails,
to issue, either originally or upon transfer, any of such securities
in a form or with a format which contravenes such rules and regu-
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lations as the Commission may prescribe as necessary or appro-
priate for the prompt and accurate clearance and settlement of
transactions in securities. The provisions of this subsection shall
not apply to variable annuity contracts or variable life policies
issued by an insurance company or its separate accounts.

PERIODICAL AND OTHER REPORTS

SEcC. 13. (a) Every issuer of a security registered pursuant to sec-
tion 12 of this title shall file with the Commission, in accordance
with such rules and regulations as the Commission may prescribe
as necessary or appropriate for the proper protection of investors
and to insure fair dealing in the security—

(1) such information and documents (and such copies thereof)
as the Commission shall require to keep reasonably current
the information and documents required to be included in or
filed with an application or registration statement filed pursu-
ant to section 12, except that the Commission may not require
the filing of any material contract wholly executed before July
1, 1962.

(2) such annual reports (and such copies thereof), certified if
required by the rules and regulations of the Commission by
independent public accountants, and such quarterly reports
(and such copies thereof), as the Commission may prescribe.

Every issuer of a security registered on a national securities ex-
change shall also file a duplicate original of such information, docu-
ments, and reports with the exchange. In any registration state-
ment, periodic report, or other reports to be filed with the Commis-
sion, an emerging growth company need not present selected finan-
cial data in accordance with section 229.301 of title 17, Code of
Federal Regulations, for any period prior to the earliest audited pe-
riod presented in connection with its first registration statement
that became effective under this Act or the Securities Act of 1933
and, with respect to any such statement or reports, an emerging
growth company may not be required to comply with any new or
revised financial accounting standard until such date that a com-
pany that is not an issuer (as defined under section 2(a) of the Sar-
banes-Oxley Act of 2002 (15 U.S.C. 7201(a))) is required to comply
with such new or revised accounting standard, if such standard ap-
plies to companies that are not issuers.

(b)(1) The Commission may prescribe, in regard to reports made
pursuant to this title, the form or forms in which the required in-
formation shall be set forth, the items or details to be shown in the
balance sheet and the earnings statement, and the methods to be
followed in the preparation of reports, in the appraisal or valuation
of assets and liabilities, in the determination of depreciation and
depletion, in the differentiation of recurring and nonrecurring in-
come, in the differentiation of investment and operating income,
and in the preparation, where the Commission deems it necessary
or desirable, of separate and/or consolidated balance sheets or in-
come accounts of any person directly or indirectly controlling or
controlled by the issuer, or any person under direct or indirect com-
mon control with the issuer; but in the case of the reports of any
person whose methods of accounting are prescribed under the pro-
visions of any law of the United States, or any rule or regulation
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thereunder, the rules and regulations of the Commission with re-
spect to reports shall not be inconsistent with the requirements im-
posed by such law or rule or regulation in respect of the same sub-
ject matter (except that such rules and regulations of the Commis-
sion may be inconsistent with such requirements to the extent that
the Commission determines that the public interest or the protec-
tion of investors so requires).

(2) Every issuer which has a class of securities registered pursu-
ant to section 12 of this title and every issuer which is required to
file reports pursuant to section 15(d) of this title shall—

(A) make and keep books, records, and accounts, which, in
reasonable detail, accurately and fairly reflect the transactions
and dispositions of the assets of the issuer;

(B) devise and maintain a system of internal accounting con-
trols sufficient to provide reasonable assurances that—

(i) transactions are executed in accordance with manage-
ment’s general or specific authorization;

(i) transactions are recorded as necessary (I) to permit
preparation of financial statements in conformity with gen-
erally accepted accounting principles or any other criteria
applicable to such statements, and (II) to maintain ac-
countability for assets;

(iii) access to assets is permitted only in accordance with
management’s general or specific authorization; and

(iv) the recorded accountability for assets is compared
with the existing assets at reasonable intervals and appro-
priate action is taken with respect to any differences; and

(C) notwithstanding any other provision of law, pay the allo-
cable share of such issuer of a reasonable annual accounting
support fee or fees, determined in accordance with section 109
of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.

(3)(A) With respect to matters concerning the national security of
the United States, no duty or liability under paragraph (2) of this
subsection shall be imposed upon any person acting in cooperation
with the head of any Federal department or agency responsible for
such matters if such act in cooperation with such head of a depart-
ment or agency was done upon the specific, written directive of the
head of such department or agency pursuant to Presidential au-
thority to issue such directives. Each directive issued under this
paragraph shall set forth the specific facts and circumstances with
respect to which the provisions of this paragraph are to be invoked.
Each such directive shall, unless renewed in writing, expire one
year after the date of issuance.

(B) Each head of a Federal department or agency of the United
States who issues a directive pursuant to this paragraph shall
maintain a complete file of all such directives and shall, on October
1 of each year, transmit a summary of matters covered by such di-
rectives in force at any time during the previous year to the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence of the House of Representa-
tives and the Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate.

(4) No criminal liability shall be imposed for failing to comply
with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection except as
provided in paragraph (5) of this subsection.
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(5) No person shall knowingly circumvent or knowingly fail to
implement a system of internal accounting controls or knowingly
falsify any book, record, or account described in paragraph (2).

(6) Where an issuer which has a class of securities registered
pursuant to section 12 of this title or an issuer which is required
to file reports pursuant to section 15(d) of this title holds 50 per
centum or less of the voting power with respect to a domestic or
foreign firm, the provisions of paragraph (2) require only that the
issuer proceed in good faith to use its influence, to the extent rea-
sonable under the issuer’s circumstances, to cause such domestic or
foreign firm to devise and maintain a system of internal accounting
controls consistent with paragraph (2). Such circumstances include
the relative degree of the issuer’s ownership of the domestic or for-
eign firm and the laws and practices governing the business oper-
ations of the country in which such firm is located. An issuer which
demonstrates good faith efforts to use such influence shall be con-
clusively presumed to have complied with the requirements of
paragraph (2).

(7) For the purpose of paragraph (2) of this subsection, the terms
“reasonable assurances” and “reasonable detail” mean such level of
detail and degree of assurance as would satisfy prudent officials in
the conduct of their own affairs.

(¢c) If in the judgment of the Commission any report required
under subsection (a) is inapplicable to any specified class or classes
of issuers, the Commission shall require in lieu thereof the submis-
sion of such reports of comparable character as it may deem appli-
cable to such class or classes of issuers.

(d)(1) Any person who, after acquiring directly or indirectly the
beneficial ownership of any equity security of a class which is reg-
istered pursuant to section 12 of this title, or any equity security
of an insurance company which would have been required to be so
registered except for the exemption contained in section 12(g)(2)(G)
of this title, or any equity security issued by a closed-end invest-
ment company registered under the Investment Company Act of
1940 or any equity security issued by a Native Corporation pursu-
ant to section 37(d)(6) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act,
or otherwise becomes or is deemed to become a beneficial owner of
any of the foregoing upon the purchase or sale of a security-based
swap that the Commission may define by rule, and is directly or
indirectly the beneficial owner of more than 5 per centum of such
class shall, within ten days after such acquisition or within such
shorter time as the Commission may establish by rule, file with the
Commission, a statement containing such of the following informa-
tion, and such additional information, as the Commission may by
rules and regulations, prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the
public interest or for the protection of investors—

(A) the background, and identity, residence, and citizenship
of, and the nature of such beneficial ownership by, such person
and all other persons by whom or on whose behalf the pur-
chases have been or are to be effected;

(B) the source and amount of the funds or other consider-
ation used or to be used in making the purchases, and if any
part of the purchase price is represented or is to be rep-
resented by funds or other consideration borrowed or otherwise
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obtained for the purpose of acquiring, holding, or trading such
security, a description of the transaction and the names of the
parties thereto, except that where a source of funds is a loan
made in the ordinary course of business by a bank, as defined
in section 3(a)(6) of this title, if the person filing such state-
ment so requests, the name of the bank shall not be made
available to the public;

(C) if the purpose of the purchases or prospective purchases
is to acquire control of the business of the issuer of the securi-
ties any plans or proposals which such persons may have to
liquidate such issuer, to sell its assets to or merge it with any
other persons, or to make any other major change in its busi-
ness or corporate structure;

(D) the number of shares of such security which are bene-
ficially owned, and the number of shares concerning which
there is a right to acquire, directly or indirectly, by (i) such
person, and (ii) by each associate of such person, giving the
background, identity, residence, and citizenship of each such
associate; and

(E) information as to any contracts, arrangements, or under-
standings with any person with respect to any securities of the
issuer, including but not limited to transfer of any of the secu-
rities, joint ventures, loan or option arrangements, puts or
calls, guaranties of loans, guaranties against loss or guaranties
of profits, division of losses or profits, or the giving or with-
holding of proxies, naming the persons with whom such con-
tracts, arrangements, or understandings have been entered
into, and giving the details thereof.

(2) If any material change occurs in the facts set forth in the
statement filed with the Commission, an amendment shall be filed
with the Commission, in accordance with such rules and regula-
tions as the Commission may prescribe as necessary or appropriate
in the public interest or for the protection of investors.

(3) When two or more persons act as a partnership, limited part-
nership, syndicate, or other group for the purpose of acquiring,
holding, or disposing of securities of an issuer, such syndicate or
group shall be deemed a “person” for the purposes of this sub-
section.

(4) In determining, for purposes of this subsection, any percent-
age of a class of any security, such class shall be deemed to consist
of the amount of the outstanding securities of such class, exclusive
of any securities of such class held by or for the account of the
issuer or a subsidiary of the issuer.

(5) The Commission, by rule or regulation or by order, may per-
mit any person to file in lieu of the statement required by para-
graph (1) of this subsection or the rules and regulations there-
under, a notice stating the name of such person, the number of
shares of any equity securities subject to paragraph (1) which are
owned by him, the date of their acquisition and such other informa-
tion as the Commission may specify, if it appears to the Commis-
sion that such securities were acquired by such person in the ordi-
nary course of his business and were not acquired for the purpose
of and do not have the effect of changing or influencing the control
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of the issuer nor in connection with or as a participant in any
transaction having such purpose or effect.

(6) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to—

(A) any acquisition or offer to acquire securities made or pro-
posed to be made by means of a registration statement under
the Securities Act of 1933;

(B) any acquisition of the beneficial ownership of a security
which, together with all other acquisitions by the same person
of securities of the same class during the preceding twelve
months, does not exceed 2 per centum of that class;

(C) any acquisition of an equity security by the issuer of such
security;

(D) any acquisition or proposed acquisition of a security
which the Commission, by rules or regulations or by order,
shall exempt from the provisions of this subsection as not en-
tered into for the purpose of, and not having the effect of,
changing or influencing the control of the issuer or otherwise
as not comprehended within the purposes of this subsection.

(e)(1) It shall be unlawful for an issuer which has a class of eq-
uity securities registered pursuant to section 12 of this title, or
which is a closed-end investment company registered under the In-
vestment Company Act of 1940, to purchase any equity security
issued by it if such purchase is in contravention of such rules and
regulations as the Commission, in the public interest or for the pro-
tection of investors, may adopt (A) to define acts and practices
which are fraudulent, deceptive, or manipulative, and (B) to pre-
scribe means reasonably designed to prevent such acts and prac-
tices. Such rules and regulations may require such issuer to pro-
vide holders of equity securities of such class with such information
relating to the reasons for such purchase, the source of funds, the
number of shares to be purchased, the price to be paid for such se-
curities, the method of purchase, and such additional information,
as the Commission deems necessary or appropriate in the public in-
terest or for the protection of investors, or which the Commission
deems to be material to a determination whether such security
should be sold.

(2) For the purpose of this subsection, a purchase by or for the
issuer or any person controlling, controlled by, or under common
control with the issuer, or a purchase subject to control of the
issuer or any such person, shall be deemed to be a purchase by the
issuer. The Commission shall have power to make rules and regu-
lations implementing this paragraph in the public interest and for
the protection of investors, including exemptive rules and regula-
tions covering situations in which the Commission deems it unnec-
essary or inappropriate that a purchase of the type described in
this paragraph shall be deemed to be a purchase by the issuer for
purposes of some or all of the provisions of paragraph (1) of this
subsection.

(3) At the time of filing such statement as the Commission may
require by rule pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection, the
person making the filing shall pay to the Commission a fee at a
rate that, subject to paragraph (4), is equal to $92 per $1,000,000
of the value of securities proposed to be purchased. The fee shall
be reduced with respect to securities in an amount equal to any fee
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paid with respect to any securities issued in connection with the
proposed transaction under section 6(b) of the Securities Act of
1933, or the fee paid under that section shall be reduced in an
amount equal to the fee paid to the Commission in connection with
such transaction under this paragraph.

(4) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—For each fiscal year, the Commis-
sion shall by order adjust the rate required by paragraph (3)
for such fiscal year to a rate that is equal to the rate (ex-
pressed in dollars per million) that is applicable under section
6(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 for such fiscal year.

[(5) FEE COLLECTIONS.—Fees collected pursuant to this sub-
section for fiscal year 2012 and each fiscal year thereafter shall
be deposited and credited as general revenue of the Treasury
and shall not be available for obligation.]

(5) OFFSETTING COLLECTIONS.—Fees collected pursuant to
this subsection for any fiscal year—

(A) except as provided in section 31(i)(2), shall be depos-
ited and credited as offsetting collections to the account
providing appropriations to the Commission; and

(B) except as provided in paragraph (8), shall not be col-
lected for any fiscal year except to the extent provided in
advance in appropriations Acts.

(6) EFFECTIVE DATE; PUBLICATION.—In exercising its author-
ity under this subsection, the Commission shall not be required
to comply with the provisions of section 553 of title 5, United
States Code. An adjusted rate prescribed under paragraph (4)
shall be published and take effect in accordance with section
6(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77f(b)).

(7) PRO RATA APPLICATION.—The rates per $1,000,000 re-
quired by this subsection shall be applied pro rata to amounts
and balances of less than $1,000,000.

(8) LAPSE OF APPROPRIATION.—If on the first day of a fiscal
year a regular appropriation to the Commission has not been
enacted, the Commission shall continue to collect fees (as offset-
ting collections) under this subsection at the rate in effect dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year, until 5 days after the date such
a regular appropriation is enacted.

(f)(1) Every institutional investment manager which uses the
mails, or any means or instrumentality of interstate commerce in
the course of its business as an institutional investment manager
and which exercises investment discretion with respect to accounts
holding equity securities of a class described in section 13(d)(1) of
this title having an aggregate fair market value on the last trading
day in any of the preceding twelve months of at least $100,000,000
or such lesser amount (but in no case less than $10,000,000) as the
Commission, by rule, may determine, shall file reports with the
Commission in such form, for such periods, and at such times after
the end of such periods as the Commission, by rule, may prescribe,
but in no event shall such reports be filed for periods longer than
one year or shorter than one quarter. Such reports shall include for
each such equity security held on the last day of the reporting pe-
riod by accounts (in aggregate or by type as the Commission, by
rule, may prescribe) with respect to which the institutional invest-
ment manager exercises investment discretion (other than securi-
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ties held in amounts which the Commission, by rule, determines to
be insignificant for purposes of this subsection), the name of the
issuer and the title, class, CUSIP number, number of shares or
principal amount, and aggregate fair market value of each such se-
curity. Such reports may also include for accounts (in aggregate or
by type) with respect to which the institutional investment man-
ager exercises investment discretion such of the following informa-
tion as the Commission, by rule, prescribes—

(A) the name of the issuer and the title, class, CUSIP num-
ber, number of shares or principal amount, and aggregate fair
market value or cost or amortized cost of each other security
(other than an exempted security) held on the last day of the
reporting period by such accounts;

(B) the aggregate fair market value or cost or amortized cost
of exempted securities (in aggregate or by class) held on the
last day of the reporting period by such accounts;

(C) the number of shares of each equity security of a class
described in section 13(d)(1) of this title held on the last day
of the reporting period by such accounts with respect to which
the institutional investment manager possesses sole or shared
authority to exercise the voting rights evidenced by such secu-
rities;

(D) the aggregate purchases and aggregate sales during the
reporting period of each security (other than an exempted secu-
rity) effected by or for such accounts; and

(E) with respect to any transaction or series of transactions
having a market value of at least $500,000 or such other
amount as the Commission, by rule, may determine, effected
during the reporting period by or for such accounts in any eq-
uity security of a class described in section 13(d)(1) of this
title—

(1) the name of the issuer and the title, class, and CUSIP
number of the security;

(ii) the number of shares or principal amount of the se-
curity involved in the transaction;

(iii) whether the transaction was a purchase or sale;

(iv) the per share price or prices at which the trans-
action was effected,;

(v) the date or dates of the transaction;

(vi) the date or dates of the settlement of the trans-
action;

(vii) the broker or dealer through whom the transaction
was effected;

(viii) the market or markets in which the transaction
was effected; and

(ix) such other related information as the Commission,
by rule, may prescribe.

(2) The Commission shall prescribe rules providing for the
public disclosure of the name of the issuer and the title, class,
CUSIP number, aggregate amount of the number of short sales
of each security, and any additional information determined by
the Commission following the end of the reporting period. At
a minimum, such public disclosure shall occur every month.



21

(3) The Commission, by rule or order, may exempt, conditionally
or unconditionally, any institutional investment manager or secu-
rity or any class of institutional investment managers or securities
from any or all of the provisions of this subsection or the rules
thereunder.

(4) The Commission shall make available to the public for a rea-
sonable fee a list of all equity securities of a class described in sec-
tion 13(d)(1) of this title, updated no less frequently than reports
are required to be filed pursuant to paragraph (1) of this sub-
section. The Commission shall tabulate the information contained
in any report filed pursuant to this subsection in a manner which
will, in the view of the Commission, maximize the usefulness of the
information to other Federal and State authorities and the public.
Promptly after the filing of any such report, the Commission shall
make the information contained therein conveniently available to
the public for a reasonable fee in such form as the Commission, by
rule, may prescribe, except that the Commission, as it determines
to be necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the pro-
tection of investors, may delay or prevent public disclosure of any
such information in accordance with section 552 of title 5, United
States Code. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, any such in-
formation identifying the securities held by the account of a nat-
ural person or an estate or trust (other than a business trust or
investment company) shall not be disclosed to the public.

(5) In exercising its authority under this subsection, the Commis-
sion shall determine (and so state) that its action is necessary or
appropriate in the public interest and for the protection of inves-
tors or to maintain fair and orderly markets or, in granting an ex-
emption, that its action is consistent with the protection of inves-
tors and the purposes of this subsection. In exercising such author-
ity the Commission shall take such steps as are within its power,
including consulting with the Comptroller General of the United
States, the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, the
appropriate regulatory agencies, Federal and State authorities
which, directly or indirectly, require reports from institutional in-
vestment managers of information substantially similar to that
called for by this subsection, national securities exchanges, and
registered securities associations, (A) to achieve uniform, central-
ized reporting of information concerning the securities holdings of
and transactions by or for accounts with respect to which institu-
tional investment managers exercise investment discretion, and (B)
consistently with the objective set forth in the preceding subpara-
graph, to avoid unnecessarily duplicative reporting by, and mini-
mize the compliance burden on, institutional investment managers.
Federal authorities which, directly or indirectly, require reports
from institutional investment managers of information substan-
tially similar to that called for by this subsection shall cooperate
with the Commission in the performance of its responsibilities
under the preceding sentence. An institutional investment manager
which is a bank, the deposits of which are insured in accordance
with the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, shall file with the appro-
priate regulatory agency a copy of every report filed with the Com-
mission pursuant to this subsection.
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(6)(A) For purposes of this subsection the term “institutional in-
vestment manager” includes any person, other than a natural per-
son, investing in or buying and selling securities for its own ac-
count, and any person exercising investment discretion with re-
spect to the account of any other person.

(B) The Commission shall adopt such rules as it deems necessary
or appropriate to prevent duplicative reporting pursuant to this
subsection by two or more institutional investment managers exer-
cising investment discretion with respect to the same amount.

(g)(1) Any person who is directly or indirectly the beneficial
owner of more than 5 per centum of any security of a class de-
scribed in subsection (d)(1) of this section or otherwise becomes or
is deemed to become a beneficial owner of any security of a class
described in subsection (d)(1) upon the purchase or sale of a secu-
rity-based swap that the Commission may define by ruleshall file
with the Commission a statement setting forth, in such form and
at such time as the Commission may, by rule, prescribe—

(A) such person’s identity, residence, and citizenship; and
(B) the number and description of the shares in which such
person has an interest and the nature of such interest.

(2) If any material change occurs in the facts set forth in the
statement filed with the Commission, an amendment shall be filed
with the Commission, in accordance with such rules and regula-
tions as the Commission may prescribe as necessary or appropriate
in the public interest or for the protection of investors.

(3) When two or more persons act as a partnership, limited part-
nership, syndicate, or other group for the purpose of acquiring,
holding, or disposing of securities of an issuer, such syndicate or
group shall be deemed a “person” for the purposes of this sub-
section.

(4) In determining, for purposes of this subsection, any percent-
age of a class of any security, such class shall be deemed to consist
of the amount of the outstanding securities of such class, exclusive
of any securities of such class held by or for the account of the
issuer or a subsidiary of the issuer.

(5) In exercising its authority under this subsection, the Commis-
sion shall take such steps as it deems necessary or appropriate in
the public interest or for the protection of investors (A) to achieve
centralized reporting of information regarding ownership, (B) to
avoid unnecessarily duplicative reporting by and minimize the com-
pliance burden on persons required to report, and (C) to tabulate
and promptly make available the information contained in any re-
port filed pursuant to this subsection in a manner which will, in
the view of the Commission, maximize the usefulness of the infor-
mation to other Federal and State agencies and the public.

(6) The Commission may, by rule or order, exempt, in whole or
in part, any person or class of persons from any or all of the report-
ing requirements of this subsection as it deems necessary or appro-
priate in the public interest or for the protection of investors.

(h) LARGE TRADER REPORTING.—

(1) IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR LARGE TRADERS.—For
the purpose of monitoring the impact on the securities markets
of securities transactions involving a substantial volume or a
large fair market value or exercise value and for the purpose
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of otherwise assisting the Commission in the enforcement of
this title, each large trader shall—

(A) provide such information to the Commission as the
Commission may by rule or regulation prescribe as nec-
essary or appropriate, identifying such large trader and all
accounts in or through which such large trader effects such
transactions; and

(B) identify, in accordance with such rules or regulations
as the Commission may prescribe as necessary or appro-
priate, to any registered broker or dealer by or through
whom such large trader directly or indirectly effects securi-
ties transactions, such large trader and all accounts di-
rectly or indirectly maintained with such broker or dealer
by such large trader in or through which such transactions
are effected.

(2) RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR BRO-
KERS AND DEALERS.—Every registered broker or dealer shall
make and keep for prescribed periods such records as the Com-
mission by rule or regulation prescribes as necessary or appro-
priate in the public interest, for the protection of investors, or
otherwise in furtherance of the purposes of this title, with re-
spect to securities transactions that equal or exceed the report-
ing activity level effected directly or indirectly by or through
such registered broker or dealer of or for any person that such
broker or dealer knows is a large trader, or any person that
such broker or dealer has reason to know is a large trader on
the basis of transactions in securities effected by or through
such broker or dealer. Such records shall be available for re-
porting to the Commission, or any self-regulatory organization
that the Commission shall designate to receive such reports, on
the morning of the day following the day the transactions were
effected, and shall be reported to the Commission or a self-reg-
ulatory organization designated by the Commission imme-
diately upon request by the Commission or such a self-regu-
latory organization. Such records and reports shall be in a for-
mat and transmitted in a manner prescribed by the Commis-
sion (including, but not limited to, machine readable form).

(3) AGGREGATION RULES.—The Commission may prescribe
rules or regulations governing the manner in which trans-
actions and accounts shall be aggregated for the purpose of
this subsection, including aggregation on the basis of common
ownership or control.

(4) EXAMINATION OF BROKER AND DEALER RECORDS.—AIll
records required to be made and kept by registered brokers
and dealers pursuant to this subsection with respect to trans-
actions effected by large traders are subject at any time, or
from time to time, to such reasonable periodic, special, or other
examinations by representatives of the Commission as the
Commission deems necessary or appropriate in the public in-
terest, for the protection of investors, or otherwise in further-
ance of the purposes of this title.

(5) FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN COMMISSION ACTIONS.—In
exercising its authority under this subsection, the Commission
shall take into account—
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(A) existing reporting systems;

(B) the costs associated with maintaining information
with respect to transactions effected by large traders and
reporting such information to the Commission or self-regu-
latory organizations; and

(C) the relationship between the United States and
international securities markets.

(6) EXEMPTIONS.—The Commission, by rule, regulation, or
order, consistent with the purposes of this title, may exempt
any person or class of persons or any transaction or class of
transactions, either conditionally or upon specified terms and
conditions or for stated periods, from the operation of this sub-
section, and the rules and regulations thereunder.

(7) AUTHORITY OF COMMISSION TO LIMIT DISCLOSURE OF IN-
FORMATION.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Commission shall not be compelled to disclose any information
required to be kept or reported under this subsection. Nothing
in this subsection shall authorize the Commission to withhold
information from Congress, or prevent the Commission from
complying with a request for information from any other Fed-
eral department or agency requesting information for purposes
within the scope of its jurisdiction, or complying with an order
of a court of the United States in an action brought by the
United States or the Commission. For purposes of section 552
of title 5, United States Code, this subsection shall be consid-
ered a statute described in subsection (b)(3)(B) of such section
552,

(8) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this subsection—

(A) the term “large trader” means every person who, for
his own account or an account for which he exercises in-
vestment discretion, effects transactions for the purchase
or sale of any publicly traded security or securities by use
of any means or instrumentality of interstate commerce or
of the mails, or of any facility of a national securities ex-
change, directly or indirectly by or through a registered
broker or dealer in an aggregate amount equal to or in ex-
cess of the identifying activity level,

(B) the term “publicly traded security” means any equity
security (including an option on individual equity securi-
ties, and an option on a group or index of such securities)
listed, or admitted to unlisted trading privileges, on a na-
tional securities exchange, or quoted in an automated
interdealer quotation system:;

(C) the term “identifying activity level” means trans-
actions in publicly traded securities at or above a level of
volume, fair market value, or exercise value as shall be
fixed from time to time by the Commission by rule or regu-
lation, specifying the time interval during which such
transactions shall be aggregated,;

(D) the term “reporting activity level” means trans-
actions in publicly traded securities at or above a level of
volume, fair market value, or exercise value as shall be
fixed from time to time by the Commission by rule, regula-
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tion, or order, specifying the time interval during which
such transactions shall be aggregated; and

(E) the term “person” has the meaning given in section
3(a)(9) of this title and also includes two or more persons
acting as a partnership, limited partnership, syndicate, or
other group, but does not include a foreign central bank.

(i) AccuRrAcY OF FINANCIAL REPORTS.—Each financial report that
contains financial statements, and that is required to be prepared
in accordance with (or reconciled to) generally accepted accounting
principles under this title and filed with the Commission shall re-
flect all material correcting adjustments that have been identified
by a registered public accounting firm in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles and the rules and regulations of the
Commission.

(j) OFF-BALANCE SHEET TRANSACTIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002, the
Commission shall issue final rules providing that each annual and
quarterly financial report required to be filed with the Commission
shall disclose all material off-balance sheet transactions, arrange-
ments, obligations (including contingent obligations), and other re-
lationships of the issuer with unconsolidated entities or other per-
sons, that may have a material current or future effect on financial
condition, changes in financial condition, results of operations, li-
quidity, capital expenditures, capital resources, or significant com-
ponents of revenues or expenses.

(k) PROHIBITION ON PERSONAL LOANS TO EXECUTIVES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for any issuer (as de-
fined in section 2 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002), directly
or indirectly, including through any subsidiary, to extend or
maintain credit, to arrange for the extension of credit, or to
renew an extension of credit, in the form of a personal loan to
or for any director or executive officer (or equivalent thereof)
of that issuer. An extension of credit maintained by the issuer
on the date of enactment of this subsection shall not be subject
to the provisions of this subsection, provided that there is no
material modification to any term of any such extension of
credit or any renewal of any such extension of credit on or
after that date of enactment.

(2) LIMITATION.—Paragraph (1) does not preclude any home
improvement and manufactured home loans (as that term is
defined in section 5 of the Home Owners’ Loan Act (12 U.S.C.
1464)), consumer credit (as defined in section 103 of the Truth
in Lending Act (15 U.S.C. 1602)), or any extension of credit
under an open end credit plan (as defined in section 103 of the
Truth in Lending Act (15 U.S.C. 1602)), or a charge card (as
defined in section 127(c)(4)(e) of the Truth in Lending Act (15
U.S.C. 1637(c)(4)(e)), or any extension of credit by a broker or
dealer registered under section 15 of this title to an employee
of that broker or dealer to buy, trade, or carry securities, that
is permitted under rules or regulations of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System pursuant to section 7 of
this title (other than an extension of credit that would be used
to purchase the stock of that issuer), that is—
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(A) made or provided in the ordinary course of the con-
sumer credit business of such issuer;

(B) of a type that is generally made available by such
issuer to the public; and

(C) made by such issuer on market terms, or terms that
are no more favorable than those offered by the issuer to
the general public for such extensions of credit.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR CERTAIN LOANS.—Paragraph
(1) does not apply to any loan made or maintained by an in-
sured depository institution (as defined in section 3 of the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1813)), if the loan is sub-
ject to the insider lending restrictions of section 22(h) of the
Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 375b).

(1) REAL TIME ISSUER DISCLOSURES.—Each issuer reporting
under section 13(a) or 15(d) shall disclose to the public on a rapid
and current basis such additional information concerning material
changes in the financial condition or operations of the issuer, in
plain English, which may include trend and qualitative information
and graphic presentations, as the Commission determines, by rule,
is necessary or useful for the protection of investors and in the pub-
lic interest.

(m) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF SECURITY-BASED SWAP TRANSACTION
DAtA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

(A) DEFINITION OF REAL-TIME PUBLIC REPORTING.—In
this paragraph, the term “real-time public reporting”
means to report data relating to a security-based swap
transaction, including price and volume, as soon as techno-
logically practicable after the time at which the security-
based swap transaction has been executed.

(B) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this subsection is to au-
thorize the Commission to make security-based swap
transaction and pricing data available to the public in such
form and at such times as the Commission determines ap-
propriate to enhance price discovery.

(C) GENERAL RULE.—The Commission is authorized to
provide by rule for the public availability of security-based
swap transaction, volume, and pricing data as follows:

(i) With respect to those security-based swaps that
are subject to the mandatory clearing requirement de-
scribed in section 3C(a)(1) (including those security-
based swaps that are excepted from the requirement
pursuant to section 3C(g)), the Commission shall re-
quire real-time public reporting for such transactions.

(i1)) With respect to those security-based swaps that
are not subject to the mandatory clearing requirement
described in section 3C(a)(1), but are cleared at a reg-
istered clearing agency, the Commission shall require
real-time public reporting for such transactions.

(iii)) With respect to security-based swaps that are
not cleared at a registered clearing agency and which
are reported to a security-based swap data repository
or the Commission under section 3C(a)(6), the Com-
mission shall require real-time public reporting for
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such transactions, in a manner that does not disclose
the business transactions and market positions of any
person.

(iv) With respect to security-based swaps that are
determined to be required to be cleared under section
3C(b) but are not cleared, the Commission shall re-
quire real-time public reporting for such transactions.

(D) REGISTERED ENTITIES AND PUBLIC REPORTING.—The
Commission may require registered entities to publicly dis-
seminate the security-based swap transaction and pricing
data required to be reported under this paragraph.

(E) RULEMAKING REQUIRED.—With respect to the rule
providing for the public availability of transaction and
pricing data for security-based swaps described in clauses
(i) and (ii) of subparagraph (C), the rule promulgated by
the Commission shall contain provisions—

(i) to ensure such information does not identify the
participants;

(ii) to specify the criteria for determining what con-
stitutes a large notional security-based swap trans-
action (block trade) for particular markets and con-
tracts;

(iii) to specify the appropriate time delay for report-
ing large notional security-based swap transactions
(block trades) to the public; and

(iv) that take into account whether the public disclo-
sure will materially reduce market liquidity.

(F) TIMELINESS OF REPORTING.—Parties to a security-
based swap (including agents of the parties to a security-
based swap) shall be responsible for reporting security-
based swap transaction information to the appropriate reg-
istered entity in a timely manner as may be prescribed by
the Commission.

(G) REPORTING OF SWAPS TO REGISTERED SECURITY-
BASED SWAP DATA REPOSITORIES.—Each security-based
swap (whether cleared or uncleared) shall be reported to a
registered security-based swap data repository.

(H) REGISTRATION OF CLEARING AGENCIES.—A clearing
agency may register as a security-based swap data reposi-
tory.

(2) SEMIANNUAL AND ANNUAL PUBLIC REPORTING OF AGGRE-
GATE SECURITY-BASED SWAP DATA.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with subparagraph (B),
the Commission shall issue a written report on a semi-
annual and annual basis to make available to the public
information relating to—

(i) the trading and clearing in the major security-
based swap categories; and

(ii) the market participants and developments in
new products.

(B) USE; CONSULTATION.—In preparing a report under
subparagraph (A), the Commission shall—

(i) use information from security-based swap data
repositories and clearing agencies; and
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(ii) consult with the Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency, the Bank for International Settlements, and
such other regulatory bodies as may be necessary.

(C) AUTHORITY OF COMMISSION.—The Commission may,
by rule, regulation, or order, delegate the public reporting
responsibilities of the Commission under this paragraph in
accordance with such terms and conditions as the Commis-
sion determines to be appropriate and in the public inter-
est.

(n) SECURITY-BASED SWAP DATA REPOSITORIES.—

(1) REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT.—It shall be unlawful for
any person, unless registered with the Commission, directly or
indirectly, to make use of the mails or any means or instru-
mentality of interstate commerce to perform the functions of a
security-based swap data repository.

(2) INSPECTION AND EXAMINATION.—Each registered security-
based swap data repository shall be subject to inspection and
examination by any representative of the Commission.

(3) COMPLIANCE WITH CORE PRINCIPLES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To be registered, and maintain reg-
istration, as a security-based swap data repository, the se-
curity-based swap data repository shall comply with—

(i) the requirements and core principles described in
this subsection; and

(ii) any requirement that the Commission may im-
pose by rule or regulation.

(B) REASONABLE DISCRETION OF SECURITY-BASED SWAP
DATA REPOSITORY.—Unless otherwise determined by the
Commission, by rule or regulation, a security-based swap
data repository described in subparagraph (A) shall have
reasonable discretion in establishing the manner in which
the security-based swap data repository complies with the
core principles described in this subsection.

(4) STANDARD SETTING.—

(A) DATA IDENTIFICATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with clause (ii), the
Commission shall prescribe standards that specify the
data elements for each security-based swap that shall
be collected and maintained by each registered secu-
rity-based swap data repository.

(ii)) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out clause (i), the
Commission shall prescribe consistent data element
standards applicable to registered entities and report-
ing counterparties.

(B) DATA COLLECTION AND MAINTENANCE.—The Commis-
sion shall prescribe data collection and data maintenance
standards for security-based swap data repositories.

(C) CoMPARABILITY.—The standards prescribed by the
Commission under this subsection shall be comparable to
the data standards imposed by the Commission on clearing
agencies in connection with their clearing of security-based
swaps.

(5) DUTIES.—A security-based swap data repository shall—
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(A) accept data prescribed by the Commission for each
security-based swap under subsection (b);

(B) confirm with both counterparties to the security-
based swap the accuracy of the data that was submitted;

(C) maintain the data described in subparagraph (A) in
such form, in such manner, and for such period as may be
required by the Commission;

(D)(1) provide direct electronic access to the Commission
(or any designee of the Commission, including another reg-
istered entity); and

(i1) provide the information described in subparagraph
(A) in such form and at such frequency as the Commission
may require to comply with the public reporting require-
ments set forth in subsection (m);

(E) at the direction of the Commission, establish auto-
mated systems for monitoring, screening, and analyzing
security-based swap data;

(F) maintain the privacy of any and all security-based
swap transaction information that the security-based swap
data repository receives from a security-based swap dealer,
counterparty, or any other registered entity; and

(&) on a confidential basis pursuant to section 24, upon
request, and after notifying the Commission of the request,
make available security-based swap data obtained by the
security-based swap data repository, including individual
counterparty trade and position data, to—

(i) each appropriate prudential regulator;
(ii) the Financial Stability Oversight Council;
(iii) the Commodity Futures Trading Commission;
(iv) the Department of Justice; and
(v) any other person that the Commission deter-
mines to be appropriate, including—
(I) foreign financial supervisors (including for-
eign futures authorities);
(IT) foreign central banks;
(ITI) foreign ministries; and
(IV) other foreign authorities.

(H) CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT.—Before the security-
based swap data repository may share information with
any entity described in subparagraph (G), the security-
based swap data repository shall receive a written agree-
ment from each entity stating that the entity shall abide
by the confidentiality requirements described in section 24
relating to the information on security-based swap trans-
actions that is provided.

(6) DESIGNATION OF CHIEF COMPLIANCE OFFICER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each security-based swap data reposi-
tory shall designate an individual to serve as a chief com-
pliance officer.

(B) DuTieEs.—The chief compliance officer shall—

(i) report directly to the board or to the senior officer
of the security-based swap data repository;
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(ii) review the compliance of the security-based swap
data repository with respect to the requirements and
core principles described in this subsection;

(iii) in consultation with the board of the security-
based swap data repository, a body performing a func-
tion similar to the board of the security-based swap
data repository, or the senior officer of the security-
based swap data repository, resolve any conflicts of in-
terest that may arise;

(iv) be responsible for administering each policy and
procedure that is required to be established pursuant
to this section;

(v) ensure compliance with this title (including regu-
lations) relating to agreements, contracts, or trans-
actions, including each rule prescribed by the Commis-
sion under this section;

(vi) establish procedures for the remediation of non-
compliance issues identified by the chief compliance
officer through any—

(I) compliance office review;

(IT) look-back;

(ITII) internal or external audit finding;

(IV) self-reported error; or

(V) validated complaint; and

(vii) establish and follow appropriate procedures for
the handling, management response, remediation, re-
testing, and closing of noncompliance issues.

(C) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with rules prescribed
by the Commission, the chief compliance officer shall
annually prepare and sign a report that contains a de-
scription of—

(I) the compliance of the security-based swap
data repository of the chief compliance officer with
respect to this title (including regulations); and

(IT) each policy and procedure of the security-
based swap data repository of the chief compliance
officer (including the code of ethics and conflict of
interest policies of the security-based swap data
repository).

(i) REQUIREMENTS.—A compliance report under
clause (i) shall—

(I) accompany each appropriate financial report
of the security-based swap data repository that is
required to be furnished to the Commission pursu-
ant to this section; and

(II) include a certification that, under penalty of
law, the compliance report is accurate and com-
plete.

(7) CORE PRINCIPLES APPLICABLE TO SECURITY-BASED SWAP
DATA REPOSITORIES.—
(A) ANTITRUST CONSIDERATIONS.—Unless necessary or
appropriate to achieve the purposes of this title, the swap
data repository shall not—
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(i) adopt any rule or take any action that results in
any unreasonable restraint of trade; or

(i) impose any material anticompetitive burden on
the trading, clearing, or reporting of transactions.

(B) GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS.—Each security-based
swap data repository shall establish governance arrange-
ments that are transparent—

(i) to fulfill public interest requirements; and

(ii) to support the objectives of the Federal Govern-
ment, owners, and participants.

(C) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—Each security-based swap
data repository shall—

(i) establish and enforce rules to minimize conflicts
of interest in the decision-making process of the secu-
rity-based swap data repository; and

(i1) establish a process for resolving any conflicts of
interest described in clause (i).

(D) ADDITIONAL DUTIES DEVELOPED BY COMMISSION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may develop 1 or
more additional duties applicable to security-based
swap data repositories.

(i1) CONSIDERATION OF EVOLVING STANDARDS.—In de-
veloping additional duties under subparagraph (A),
the Commission may take into consideration any
evolving standard of the United States or the inter-
national community.

(iii) ADDITIONAL DUTIES FOR COMMISSION DES-
IGNEES.—The Commission shall establish additional
duties for any registrant described in section
13(m)(2)(C) in order to minimize conflicts of interest,
protect data, ensure compliance, and guarantee the
safety and security of the security-based swap data re-
pository.

(8) REQUIRED REGISTRATION FOR SECURITY-BASED SWAP DATA
REPOSITORIES.—Any person that is required to be registered as
a security-based swap data repository under this subsection
shall register with the Commission, regardless of whether that
person is also licensed under the Commodity Exchange Act as
a swap data repository.

(9) RULES.—The Commission shall adopt rules governing
persons that are registered under this subsection.

(0) BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP.—For purposes ofthis section and sec-
tion 16, a person shall be deemed to acquire beneficialownership of
an equity security based on the purchase or sale of asecurity-based
swap, only to the extent that the Commission, by rule,determines
after consultation with the prudential regulators and the
Secretaryof the Treasury, that the purchase or sale of the security-
based swap, or classof security-based swap, provides incidents of
ownership comparable to directownership of the equity security,
and that it is necessary to achieve thepurposes of this section that
the purchase or sale of the security-based swaps,or class of secu-
rity-based swap, be deemed the acquisition of beneficialownership
of the equitysecurity.
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(p) DISCLOSURES RELATING TO CONFLICT MINERALS ORIGINATING
IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO.—
(1) REGULATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after the date
of the enactment of this subsection, the Commission shall
promulgate regulations requiring any person described in
paragraph (2) to disclose annually, beginning with the per-
son’s first full fiscal year that begins after the date of pro-
mulgation of such regulations, whether conflict minerals
that are necessary as described in paragraph (2)(B), in the
year for which such reporting is required, did originate in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo or an adjoining
country and, in cases in which such conflict minerals did
originate in any such country, submit to the Commission
a report that includes, with respect to the period covered
by the report—

(i) a description of the measures taken by the person
to exercise due diligence on the source and chain of
custody of such minerals, which measures shall in-
clude an independent private sector audit of such re-
port submitted through the Commission that is con-
ducted in accordance with standards established by
the Comptroller General of the United States, in ac-
cordance with rules promulgated by the Commission,
in consultation with the Secretary of State; and

(i1) a description of the products manufactured or
contracted to be manufactured that are not DRC con-
flict free (“DRC conflict free” is defined to mean the
products that do not contain minerals that directly or
indirectly finance or benefit armed groups in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo or an adjoining
country), the entity that conducted the independent
private sector audit in accordance with clause (i), the
facilities used to process the conflict minerals, the
country of origin of the conflict minerals, and the ef-
forts to determine the mine or location of origin with
the greatest possible specificity.

(B) CERTIFICATION.—The person submitting a report
under subparagraph (A) shall certify the audit described in
clause (i) of such subparagraph that is included in such re-
port. Such a certified audit shall constitute a critical com-
ponent of due diligence in establishing the source and
chain of custody of such minerals.

(C) UNRELIABLE DETERMINATION.—If a report required to
be submitted by a person under subparagraph (A) relies on
a determination of an independent private sector audit, as
described under subparagraph (A)(i), or other due diligence
processes previously determined by the Commission to be
unreliable, the report shall not satisfy the requirements of
the regulations promulgated under subparagraph (A)@).

(D) DRC CONFLICT FREE.—For purposes of this para-
graph, a product may be labeled as “DRC conflict free” if
the product does not contain conflict minerals that directly
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or indirectly finance or benefit armed groups in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo or an adjoining country.

(E) INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC.—Each per-
son described under paragraph (2) shall make available to
the public on the Internet website of such person the infor-
mation disclosed by such person under subparagraph (A).

(2) PERSON DESCRIBED.—A person is described in this para-
graph if—

(A) the person is required to file reports with the Com-
mission pursuant to paragraph (1)(A); and

(B) conflict minerals are necessary to the functionality or
production of a product manufactured by such person.

(3) REVISIONS AND WAIVERS.—The Commission shall revise
or temporarily waive the requirements described in paragraph
(1) if the President transmits to the Commission a determina-
tion that—

(A) such revision or waiver is in the national security in-
terest of the United States and the President includes the
reasons therefor; and

(B) establishes a date, not later than 2 years after the
initial publication of such exemption, on which such ex-
emption shall expire.

(4) TERMINATION OF DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS.—The re-
quirements of paragraph (1) shall terminate on the date on
which the President determines and certifies to the appropriate
congressional committees, but in no case earlier than the date
that is one day after the end of the 5-year period beginning on
the date of the enactment of this subsection, that no armed
groups continue to be directly involved and benefitting from
commercial activity involving conflict minerals.

(5) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this subsection, the terms
“adjoining country”, “appropriate congressional committees”,
“armed group”, and “conflict mineral” have the meaning given
those terms under section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act.

(q) DISCLOSURE OF PAYMENTS BY RESOURCE EXTRACTION
ISSUERS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

(A) the term “commercial development of oil, natural
gas, or minerals” includes exploration, extraction, proc-
essing, export, and other significant actions relating to oil,
natural gas, or minerals, or the acquisition of a license for
any such activity, as determined by the Commission;

(B) the term “foreign government” means a foreign gov-
ernment, a department, agency, or instrumentality of a
foreign government, or a company owned by a foreign gov-
ernment, as determined by the Commission,;

(C) the term “payment”—

(i) means a payment that is—
(I) made to further the commercial development
of oil, natural gas, or minerals; and
(IT) not de minimis; and
(i1) includes taxes, royalties, fees (including license
fees), production entitlements, bonuses, and other ma-
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terial benefits, that the Commission, consistent with
the guidelines of the Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative (to the extent practicable), deter-
mines are part of the commonly recognized revenue
stream for the commercial development of oil, natural
gas, or minerals;

(D) the term “resource extraction issuer” means an
issuer that—

(i) is required to file an annual report with the Com-
mission; and

(i) engages in the commercial development of oil,
natural gas, or minerals;

(E) the term “interactive data format” means an elec-
tronic data format in which pieces of information are iden-
tified using an interactive data standard; and

(F) the term “interactive data standard” means stand-
ardized list of electronic tags that mark information in-
cluded in the annual report of a resource extraction issuer.

(2) DISCLOSURE.—

(A) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act, the Commission
shall issue final rules that require each resource extraction
issuer to include in an annual report of the resource ex-
traction issuer information relating to any payment made
by the resource extraction issuer, a subsidiary of the re-
source extraction issuer, or an entity under the control of
the resource extraction issuer to a foreign government or
the Federal Government for the purpose of the commercial
development of oil, natural gas, or minerals, including—

(i) the type and total amount of such payments
made for each project of the resource extraction issuer
relating to the commercial development of oil, natural
gas, or minerals; and

(i) the type and total amount of such payments
made to each government.

(B) CONSULTATION IN RULEMAKING.—In issuing rules
under subparagraph (A), the Commission may consult with
any agency or entity that the Commission determines is
relevant.

(C) INTERACTIVE DATA FORMAT.—The rules issued under
subparagraph (A) shall require that the information in-
cluded in the annual report of a resource extraction issuer
be submitted in an interactive data format.

(D) INTERACTIVE DATA STANDARD.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The rules issued under subpara-
graph (A) shall establish an interactive data standard
for the information included in the annual report of a
resource extraction issuer.

(i1)) ELECTRONIC TAGS.—The interactive data stand-
ard shall include electronic tags that identify, for any
payments made by a resource extraction issuer to a
foreign government or the Federal Government—



35

(I) the total amounts of the payments, by cat-
egory;

(IT) the currency used to make the payments;

(III) the financial period in which the payments
were made;

(IV) the business segment of the resource ex-
traction issuer that made the payments;

(V) the government that received the payments,
and the country in which the government is lo-
cated;

(VD) the project of the resource extraction issuer
to which the payments relate; and

(VII) such other information as the Commission
may determine is necessary or appropriate in the
public interest or for the protection of investors.

(E) INTERNATIONAL TRANSPARENCY EFFORTS.—To the ex-
tent practicable, the rules issued under subparagraph (A)
shall support the commitment of the Federal Government
to international transparency promotion efforts relating to
the commercial development of oil, natural gas, or min-
erals.

(F) EFFECTIVE DATE.—With respect to each resource ex-
traction issuer, the final rules issued under subparagraph
(A) shall take effect on the date on which the resource ex-
traction issuer is required to submit an annual report re-
lating to the fiscal year of the resource extraction issuer
that ends not earlier than 1 year after the date on which
the Commission issues final rules under subparagraph (A).

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To the extent practicable, the Commis-
sion shall make available online, to the public, a compila-
tion of the information required to be submitted under the
rules issued under paragraph (2)(A).

(B) OTHER INFORMATION.—Nothing in this paragraph
shall require the Commission to make available online in-
formation other than the information required to be sub-
mitted under the rules issued under paragraph (2)(A).

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Commission such sums as may
be necessary to carry out this subsection.

(r) DISCLOSURE OF CERTAIN ACTIVITIES RELATING TO IRAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each issuer required to file an annual or
quarterly report under subsection (a) shall disclose in that re-
port the information required by paragraph (2) if, during the
period covered by the report, the issuer or any affiliate of the
issuer—

(A) knowingly engaged in an activity described in sub-
section (a) or (b) of section 5 of the Iran Sanctions Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note);

(B) knowingly engaged in an activity described in sub-
section (c)(2) of section 104 of the Comprehensive Iran
Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22
U.S.C. 8513) or a transaction described in subsection (d)(1)
of that section;
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(C) knowingly engaged in an activity described in section
105A(b)(2) of that Act; or

(D) knowingly conducted any transaction or dealing
with—

(i) any person the property and interests in property
of which are blocked pursuant to Executive Order No.
13224 (66 Fed. Reg. 49079; relating to blocking prop-
erty and prohibiting transactions with persons who
commit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism);

(il) any person the property and interests in prop-
erty of which are blocked pursuant to Executive Order
No. 13382 (70 Fed. Reg. 38567; relating to blocking of
property of weapons of mass destruction proliferators
and their supporters); or

(iii) any person or entity identified under section
560.304 of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (relat-
ing to the definition of the Government of Iran) with-
out the specific authorization of a Federal department
or agency.

(2) INFORMATION REQUIRED.—If an issuer or an affiliate of
the issuer has engaged in any activity described in paragraph
(1), the issuer shall disclose a detailed description of each such
activity, including—

(A) the nature and extent of the activity;

(B) the gross revenues and net profits, if any, attrib-
utable to the activity; and

(C) whether the issuer or the affiliate of the issuer (as
the case may be) intends to continue the activity.

(3) NOTICE OF DISCLOSURES.—If an issuer reports under
paragraph (1) that the issuer or an affiliate of the issuer has
knowingly engaged in any activity described in that paragraph,
the issuer shall separately file with the Commission, concur-
rently with the annual or quarterly report under subsection
(a), a notice that the disclosure of that activity has been in-
cluded in that annual or quarterly report that identifies the
issuer and contains the information required by paragraph (2).

(4) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION.—Upon receiving a
notice under paragraph (3) that an annual or quarterly report
includes a disclosure of an activity described in paragraph (1),
the Commission shall promptly—

(A) transmit the report to—

(i) the President;

(i) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and

(iii) the Committee on Foreign Relations and the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate; and

(B) make the information provided in the disclosure and
the notice available to the public by posting the informa-
tion on the Internet website of the Commission.

(5) INVESTIGATIONS.—Upon receiving a report under para-
graph (4) that includes a disclosure of an activity described in
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paragraph (1) (other than an activity described in subpara-
graph (D)@ii) of that paragraph), the President shall—

(A) initiate an investigation into the possible imposition
of sanctions under the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note), section 104 or 105A of
the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Di-
vestment Act of 2010, an Executive order specified in
clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (1)(D), or any other provision
of law relating to the imposition of sanctions with respect
to Iran, as applicable; and

(B) not later than 180 days after initiating such an in-
vestigation, make a determination with respect to whether
sanctions should be imposed with respect to the issuer or
the affiliate of the issuer (as the case may be).

(6) SUNSET.—The provisions of this subsection shall termi-
nate on the date that is 30 days after the date on which the
President makes the certification described in section 401(a) of
the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8551(a)).

* * & & * * &

PROXIES

SEC. 14. (a)(1) It shall be unlawful for any person, by the use of
the mails or by any means or instrumentality of interstate com-
merce or of any facility of a national securities exchange or other-
wise, in contravention of such rules and regulations as the Com-
mission may prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public in-
terest or for the protection of investors, to solicit or to permit the
use of his name to solicit any proxy or consent or authorization in
respect of any security (other than an exempted security) registered
pursuant to section 12 of this title.

(2) The rules and regulations prescribed by the Commission
under paragraph (1) may include—

(A) a requirement that a solicitation of proxy, consent, or au-
thorization by (or on behalf of) an issuer include a nominee
submitted by a shareholder to serve on the board of directors
of the issuer; and

(B) a requirement that an issuer follow a certain procedure
in relation to a solicitation described in subparagraph (A).

(b)(1) It shall be unlawful for any member of a national securities
exchange, or any broker or dealer registered under this title, or any
bank, association, or other entity that exercises fiduciary powers,
in contravention of such rules and regulations as the Commission
may prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or
for the protection of investors, to give, or to refrain from giving a
proxy, consent, authorization, or information statement in respect
of any security registered pursuant to section 12 of this title, or any
security issued by an investment company registered under the In-
vestment Company Act of 1940, and carried for the account of a
customer.

(2) With respect to banks, the rules and regulations prescribed
by the Commission under paragraph (1) shall not require the dis-
closure of the names of beneficial owners of securities in an account
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held by the bank on the date of enactment of this paragraph unless
the beneficial owner consents to the disclosure. The provisions of
this paragraph shall not apply in the case of a bank which the
Commission finds has not made a good faith effort to obtain such
consent from such beneficial owners.

(c) Unless proxies, consents, or authorizations in respect of a se-
curity registered pursuant to section 12 of this title, or a security
issued by an investment company registered under the Investment
Company Act of 1940, are solicited by or on behalf of the manage-
ment of the issuer from the holders of record of such security in
accordance with the rules and regulations prescribed under sub-
section (a) of this section, prior to any annual or other meeting of
the holders of such security, such issuer shall, in accordance with
rules and regulations prescribed by the Commission, file with the
Commission and transmit to all holders of record of such security
information substantially equivalent to the information which
would be required to be transmitted if a solicitation were made, but
no information shall be required to be filed or transmitted pursu-
ant to this subsection before July 1, 1964.

(d)(1) It shall be unlawful for any person, directly or indirectly,
by use of the mails or by any means or instrumentality of inter-
state commerce or of any facility of a national securities exchange
or otherwise, to make a tender offer for, or a request or invitation
for tenders of, any class of any equity security which is registered
pursuant to section 12 of this title, or any equity security of an in-
surance company which would have been required to be so reg-
istered except for the exemption contained in section 12(g)(2)(G) of
this title, or any equity security issued by a closed-end investment
company registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940, if,
after consummation thereof, such person would, directly or indi-
rectly, be the beneficial owner of more than 5 per centum of such
class, unless at the time copies of the offer or request or invitation
are first published or sent or given to security holders such person
has filed with the Commission a statement containing such of the
information specified in section 13(d) of this title, and such addi-
tional information as the Commission may by rules and regulations
prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for
the protection of investors. All requests or invitations for tenders
or advertisements making a tender offer or requesting or inviting
tenders, of such a security shall be filed as a part of such statement
and shall contain such of the information contained in such state-
ment as the Commission may by rules and regulations prescribe.
Copies of any additional material soliciting or requesting such ten-
der offers subsequent to the initial solicitation or request shall con-
tain such information as the Commission may by rules and regula-
tions prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or
for the protection of investors, and shall be filed with the Commis-
sion not later than the time copies of such material are first pub-
lished or sent or given to security holders. Copies of all statements,
in the form in which such material is furnished to security holders
and the Commission, shall be sent to the issuer not later than the
date such material is first published or sent or given to any secu-
rity holders.
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(2) When two or more persons act as a partnership, limited part-
nership, syndicate, or other group for the purpose of acquiring,
holding, or disposing of securities of an issuer, such syndicate or
group shall be deemed a “person” for purposes of this subsection.

(3) In determining, for purposes of this subsection, any percent-
age of a class of any security, such class shall be deemed to consist
of the amount of the outstanding securities of such class, exclusive
of any securities of such class held by or for the account of the
issuer or a subsidiary of the issuer.

(4) Any solicitation or recommendation to the holders of such a
security to accept or reject a tender offer or request or invitation
for tenders shall be made in accordance with such rules and regu-
lations as the Commission may prescribe as necessary or appro-
priate in the public interest or for the protection of investors.

(5) Securities deposited pursuant to a tender offer or request or
invitation for tenders may be withdrawn by or on behalf of the de-
positor at any time until the expiration of seven days after the time
definitive copies of the offer or request or invitation are first pub-
lished or sent or given to security holders, and at any time after
sixty days from the date of the original tender offer or request or
invitation, except as the Commission may otherwise prescribe by
rules, regulations, or order as necessary or appropriate in the pub-
lic interest or for the protection of investors.

(6) Where any person makes a tender offer, or request or invita-
tion for tenders, for less than all the outstanding equity securities
of a class, and where a greater number of securities is deposited
pursuant thereto within ten days after copies of the offer or request
or invitation are first published or sent or given to security holders
than such person is bound or willing to take up and pay for, the
securities taken up shall be taken up as nearly as may be pro rata,
disregarding fractions, according to the number of securities depos-
ited by each depositor. The provisions of this subsection shall also
apply to securities deposited within ten days after notice of an in-
crease in the consideration offered to security holders, as described
in paragraph (7), is first published or sent or given to security hold-
ers.

(7) Where any person varies the terms of a tender offer or re-
quest or invitation for tenders before the expiration thereof by in-
creasing the consideration offered to holders of such securities,
such person shall pay the increased consideration to each security
holder whose securities are taken up and paid for pursuant to the
tender offer or request or invitation for tenders whether or not
such securities have been taken up by such person before the vari-
ation of the tender offer or request or invitation.

(8) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any offer
for, or request or invitation for tenders of, any security—

(A) if the acquisition of such security, together with all other
acquisitions by the same person of securities of the same class
during the preceding twelve months, would not exceed 2 per
centum of that class;

(B) by the issuer of such security; or

(C) which the Commission, by rules or regulations or by
order, shall exempt from the provisions of this subsection as
not entered into for the purpose of, and not having the effect
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of, changing or influencing the control of the issuer or other-
wise as not comprehended within the purposes of this sub-
section.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person to make any untrue state-
ment of a material fact or omit to state any material fact necessary
in order to make the statements made, in the light of the cir-
cumstances under which they are made, not misleading, or to en-
gage in any fraudulent, deceptive, or manipulative acts or prac-
tices, in connection with any tender offer or request or invitation
for tenders, or any solicitation of security holders in opposition to
or in favor of any such offer, request, or invitation. The Commis-
sion shall, for the purposes of this subsection, by rules and regula-
tions define, and prescribe means reasonably designed to prevent,
such acts and practices as are fraudulent, deceptive, or manipula-
tive.

(f) If, pursuant to any arrangement or understanding with the
person or persons acquiring securities in a transaction subject to
subsection (d) of this section or subsection (d) of section 13 of this
title, any persons are to be elected or designated as directors of the
issuer, otherwise than at a meeting of security holders, and the
persons so elected or designated will constitute a majority of the di-
rectors of the issuer, then, prior to the time any such person takes
office as a director, and in accordance with rules and regulations
prescribed by the Commission, the issuer shall file with the Com-
mission, and transmit to all holders of record of securities of the
issuer who would be entitled to vote at a meeting for election of di-
rectors, information substantially equivalent to the information
which would be required by subsection (a) or (c) of this section to
be transmitted if such person or persons were nominees for election
as directors at a meeting of such security holders.

(2)(1)(A) At the time of filing such preliminary proxy solicitation
material as the Commission may require by rule pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section that concerns an acquisition, merger, con-
solidation, or proposed sale or other disposition of substantially all
the assets of a company, the person making such filing, other than
a company registered under the Investment Company Act of 1940,
shall pay to the Commission the following fees:

(i) for preliminary proxy solicitation material involving an
acquisition, merger, or consolidation, if there is a proposed pay-
ment of cash or transfer of securities or property to share-
holders, a fee at a rate that, subject to paragraph (4), is equal
to $92 per $1,000,000 of such proposed payment, or of the
value of such securities or other property proposed to be trans-
ferred; and

(i) for preliminary proxy solicitation material involving a
proposed sale or other disposition of substantially all of the as-
sets of a company, a fee at a rate that, subject to paragraph
(4), is equal to $92 per $1,000,000 of the cash or of the value
of any securities or other property proposed to be received
upon such sale or disposition.

(B) The fee imposed under subparagraph (A) shall be reduced
with respect to securities in an amount equal to any fee paid to the
Commission with respect to such securities in connection with the
proposed transaction under section 6(b) of the Securities Act of
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1933 (15 U.S.C. 77f(b)), or the fee paid under that section shall be
reduced in an amount equal to the fee paid to the Commission in
connection with such transaction under this subsection. Where two
or more companies involved in an acquisition, merger, consolida-
tion, sale, or other disposition of substantially all the assets of a
company must file such proxy material with the Commission, each
shall pay a proportionate share of such fee.

(2) At the time of filing such preliminary information statement
as the Commission may require by rule pursuant to subsection (c)
of this section, the issuer shall pay to the Commission the same fee
as required for preliminary proxy solicitation material under para-
graph (1) of this subsection.

(3) At the time of filing such statement as the Commission may
require by rule pursuant to subsection (d)(1) of this section, the
person making the filing shall pay to the Commission a fee at a
rate that, subject to paragraph (4), is equal to $92 per $1,000,000
of the aggregate amount of cash or of the value of securities or
other property proposed to be offered. The fee shall be reduced with
respect to securities in an amount equal to any fee paid with re-
spect to such securities in connection with the proposed transaction
under section 6(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77f(b)),
or the fee paid under that section shall be reduced in an amount
equal to the fee paid to the Commission in connection with such
transaction under this subsection.

(4) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—For each fiscal year, the Commis-
sion shall by order adjust the rate required by paragraphs (1)
and (3) for such fiscal year to a rate that is equal to the rate
(expressed in dollars per million) that is applicable under sec-
tion 6(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77f(b)) for
such fiscal year.

[(5) FEE COLLECTION.—Fees collected pursuant to this sub-
section for fiscal year 2012 and each fiscal year thereafter shall
be deposited and credited as general revenue of the Treasury
and shall not be available for obligation.]

(5) OFFSETTING COLLECTIONS.—Fees collected pursuant to
this subsection for any fiscal year—

(A) except as provided in section 31(i)(2), shall be depos-
ited and credited as offsetting collections to the account
providing appropriations to the Commission; and

(B) except as provided in paragraph (8), shall not be col-
lected for any fiscal year except to the extent provided in
advance in appropriations Acts.

(6) REVIEW; EFFECTIVE DATE; PUBLICATION.—In exercising its
authority under this subsection, the Commission shall not be
required to comply with the provisions of section 553 of title
5, United States Code. An adjusted rate prescribed under para-
graph (4) shall be published and take effect in accordance with
section 6(b) of the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77f(b)).

(7) PRO RATA APPLICATION.—The rates per $1,000,000 re-
quired by this subsection shall be applied pro rata to amounts
and balances of less than $1,000,000.

(8) LAPSE OF APPROPRIATION.—If on the first day of a fiscal
year a regular appropriation to the Commission has not been
enacted, the Commission shall continue to collect fees (as offset-
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ting collections) under this subsection at the rate in effect dur-
ing the preceding fiscal year, until 5 days after the date such
a regular appropriation is enacted.

[(8)]1 (9) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Com-
mission may impose fees, charges, or prices for matters not involv-
ing any acquisition, merger, consolidation, sale, or other disposition
of assets described in this subsection, as authorized by section 9701
of title 31, United States Code, or otherwise.

(h) PROXY SOLICITATIONS AND TENDER OFFERS IN CONNECTION
WITH LIMITED PARTNERSHIP ROLLUP TRANSACTIONS.—

(1) PROXY RULES TO CONTAIN SPECIAL PROVISIONS.—It shall
be unlawful for any person to solicit any proxy, consent, or au-
thorization concerning a limited partnership rollup transaction,
or to make any tender offer in furtherance of a limited partner-
ship rollup transaction, unless such transaction is conducted in
accordance with rules prescribed by the Commission under
subsections (a) and (d) as required by this subsection. Such
rules shall—

(A) permit any holder of a security that is the subject of
the proposed limited partnership rollup transaction to en-
gage in preliminary communications for the purpose of de-
termining whether to solicit proxies, consents, or author-
izations in opposition to the proposed limited partnership
rollup transaction, without regard to whether any such
communication would otherwise be considered a solicita-
tion of proxies, and without being required to file soliciting
material with the Commission prior to making that deter-
mination, except that—

(i) nothing in this subparagraph shall be construed
to limit the application of any provision of this title
prohibiting, or reasonably designed to prevent, fraudu-
lent, deceptive, or manipulative acts or practices under
this title; and

(i) any holder of not less than 5 percent of the out-
standing securities that are the subject of the pro-
posed limited partnership rollup transaction who en-
gages in the business of buying and selling limited
partnership interests in the secondary market shall be
required to disclose such ownership interests and any
potential conflicts of interests in such preliminary
communications;

(B) require the issuer to provide to holders of the securi-
ties that are the subject of the limited partnership rollup
transaction such list of the holders of the issuer’s securi-
ties as the Commission may determine in such form and
subject to such terms and conditions as the Commission
may specify;

(C) prohibit compensating any person soliciting proxies,
consents, or authorizations directly from security holders
concerning such a limited partnership rollup transaction—

(i) on the basis of whether the solicited proxy, con-
sent, or authorization either approves or disapproves
the proposed limited partnership rollup transaction; or
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(ii) contingent on the approval, disapproval, or com-
pletion of the limited partnership rollup transaction;

(D) set forth disclosure requirements for soliciting mate-
rial distributed in connection with a limited partnership
rollup transaction, including requirements for clear, con-
cise, and comprehensible disclosure with respect to—

(i) any changes in the business plan, voting rights,
form of ownership interest, or the compensation of the
general partner in the proposed limited partnership
rollup transaction from each of the original limited
partnerships;

(i) the conflicts of interest, if any, of the general
partner;

(iii) whether it is expected that there will be a sig-
nificant difference between the exchange values of the
limited partnerships and the trading price of the secu-
rities to be issued in the limited partnership rollup
transaction;

(iv) the valuation of the limited partnerships and
the method used to determine the value of the inter-
ests of the limited partners to be exchanged for the se-
curities in the limited partnership rollup transaction;

(v) the differing risks and effects of the limited part-
nership rollup transaction for investors in different
limited partnerships proposed to be included, and the
risks and effects of completing the limited partnership
ri)lllup transaction with less than all limited partner-
ships;

(vi) the statement by the general partner required
under subparagraph (E);

(vii) such other matters deemed necessary or appro-
priate by the Commission;

(E) require a statement by the general partner as to
whether the proposed limited partnership rollup trans-
action is fair or unfair to investors in each limited partner-
ship, a discussion of the basis for that conclusion, and an
evaluation and a description by the general partner of al-
ternatives to the limited partnership rollup transaction,
such as liquidation;

(F) provide that, if the general partner or sponsor has
obtained any opinion (other than an opinion of counsel),
appraisal, or report that is prepared by an outside party
and that is materially related to the limited partnership
rollup transaction, such soliciting materials shall contain
or be accompanied by clear, concise, and comprehensible
disclosure with respect to—

(i) the analysis of the transaction, scope of review,
preparation of the opinion, and basis for and methods
of arriving at conclusions, and any representations
and undertakings with respect thereto;

(i1) the identity and qualifications of the person who
prepared the opinion, the method of selection of such
person, and any material past, existing, or con-
templated relationships between the person or any of
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its affiliates and the general partner, sponsor, suc-
cessor, or any other affiliate;

(iii) any compensation of the preparer of such opin-
ion, appraisal, or report that is contingent on the
transaction’s approval or completion; and

(iv) any limitations imposed by the issuer on the ac-
cess afforded to such preparer to the issuer’s per-
sonnel, premises, and relevant books and records;

(G) provide that, if the general partner or sponsor has
obtained any opinion, appraisal, or report as described in
subparagraph (F) from any person whose compensation is
contingent on the transaction’s approval or completion or
who has not been given access by the issuer to its per-
sonnel and premises and relevant books and records, the
general partner or sponsor shall state the reasons therefor;

(H) provide that, if the general partner or sponsor has
not obtained any opinion on the fairness of the proposed
limited partnership rollup transaction to investors in each
of the affected partnerships, such soliciting materials shall
contain or be accompanied by a statement of such part-
ner’s or sponsor’s reasons for concluding that such an opin-
ion is not necessary in order to permit the limited partners
to make an informed decision on the proposed transaction;

(I) require that the soliciting material include a clear,
concise, and comprehensible summary of the limited part-
nership rollup transaction (including a summary of the
matters referred to in clauses (i) through (vii) of subpara-
graph (D) and a summary of the matter referred to in sub-
paragraphs (F), (G), and (H)), with the risks of the limited
partnership rollup transaction set forth prominently in the
fore part thereof;

(J) provide that any solicitation or offering period with
respect to any proxy solicitation, tender offer, or informa-
tion statement in a limited partnership rollup transaction
shall be for not less than the lesser of 60 calendar days or
the maximum number of days permitted under applicable
State law; and

(K) contain such other provisions as the Commission de-
termines to be necessary or appropriate for the protection
of investors in limited partnership rollup transactions.

(2) EXEMPTIONS.—The Commission may, consistent with the
public interest, the protection of investors, and the purposes of
this title, exempt by rule or order any security or class of secu-
rities, any transaction or class of transactions, or any person
or class of persons, in whole or in part, conditionally or uncon-
ditionally, from the requirements imposed pursuant to para-
graph (1) or from the definition contained in paragraph (4).

(3) EFFECT ON COMMISSION AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this sub-
section limits the authority of the Commission under sub-
section (a) or (d) or any other provision of this title or pre-
cludes the Commission from imposing, under subsection (a) or
(d) or any other provision of this title, a remedy or procedure
required to be imposed under this subsection.
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(4) DEFINITION OF LIMITED PARTNERSHIP ROLLUP TRANS-
ACTION.—Except as provided in paragraph (5), as used in this
subsection, the term “limited partnership rollup transaction”
means a transaction involving the combination or reorganiza-
tion of one or more limited partnerships, directly or indirectly,
in which—

(A) some or all of the investors in any of such limited
partnerships will receive new securities, or securities in
another entity, that will be reported under a transaction
reporting plan declared effective before the date of enact-
ment of this subsection by the Commission under section
11A;

(B) any of the investors’ limited partnership securities
are not, as of the date of filing, reported under a trans-
action reporting plan declared effective before the date of
enactment of this subsection by the Commission under sec-
tion 11A;

(C) investors in any of the limited partnerships involved
in the transaction are subject to a significant adverse
change with respect to voting rights, the term of existence
of the entity, management compensation, or investment
objectives; and

(D) any of such investors are not provided an option to
receive or retain a security under substantially the same
terms and conditions as the original issue.

(5) EXCLUSIONS FROM DEFINITION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (4), the term “limited partnership rollup transaction”
does not include—

(A) a transaction that involves only a limited partner-
ship or partnerships having an operating policy or practice
of retaining cash available for distribution and reinvesting
proceeds from the sale, financing, or refinancing of assets
in accordance with such criteria as the Commission deter-
mines appropriate;

(B) a transaction involving only limited partnerships
wherein the interests of the limited partners are repur-
chased, recalled, or exchanged in accordance with the
terms of the preexisting limited partnership agreements
for securities in an operating company specifically identi-
fied at the time of the formation of the original limited
partnership;

(C) a transaction in which the securities to be issued or
exchanged are not required to be and are not registered
under the Securities Act of 1933;

(D) a transaction that involves only issuers that are not
required to register or report under section 12, both before
and after the transaction;

(E) a transaction, except as the Commission may other-
wise provide by rule for the protection of investors, involv-
ing the combination or reorganization of one or more lim-
ited partnerships in which a non-affiliated party succeeds
to the interests of a general partner or sponsor, if—
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(i) such action is approved by not less than 6625 per-
cent of the outstanding units of each of the partici-
pating limited partnerships; and

(i) as a result of the transaction, the existing gen-
eral partners will receive only compensation to which
they are entitled as expressly provided for in the pre-
existing limited partnership agreements; or

(F) a transaction, except as the Commission may other-
wise provide by rule for the protection of investors, in
which the securities offered to investors are securities of
another entity that are reported under a transaction re-
porting plan declared effective before the date of enact-
ment of this subsection by the Commission under section
11A, if—

(i) such other entity was formed, and such class of
securities was reported and regularly traded, not less
than 12 months before the date on which soliciting
material is mailed to investors; and

(ii) the securities of that entity issued to investors in
the transaction do not exceed 20 percent of the total
outstanding securities of the entity, exclusive of any
securities of such class held by or for the account of
the entity or a subsidiary of the entity.

(i) D1SCLOSURE OF PAY VERSUS PERFORMANCE.—The Commission
shall, by rule, require each issuer to disclose in any proxy or con-
sent solicitation material for an annual meeting of the shareholders
of the issuer a clear description of any compensation required to be
disclosed by the issuer under section 229.402 of title 17, Code of
Federal Regulations (or any successor thereto), including, for any
issuer other than an emerging growth company, information that
shows the relationship between executive compensation actually
paid and the financial performance of the issuer, taking into ac-
count any change in the value of the shares of stock and dividends
of the issuer and any distributions. The disclosure under this sub-
section may include a graphic representation of the information re-
quired to be disclosed.

(j) DISCLOSURE OF HEDGING BY EMPLOYEES AND DIRECTORS.—
The Commission shall, by rule, require each issuer to disclose in
any proxy or consent solicitation material for an annual meeting of
the shareholders of the issuer whether any employee or member of
the board of directors of the issuer, or any designee of such em-
ployee or member, is permitted to purchase financial instruments
(including prepaid variable forward contracts, equity swaps, collars,
and exchange funds) that are designed to hedge or offset any de-
crease in the market value of equity securities—

(1) granted to the employee or member of the board of direc-
tors by the issuer as part of the compensation of the employee
or member of the board of directors; or

(2) held, directly or indirectly, by the employee or member of
the board of directors.

(j) SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS BY PROXIES NOT PERMITTED.—An
issuer may not include in its proxy materials a shareholder proposal
submitted by a person in such person’s capacity as a proxy, rep-
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Zesleiintative, agent, or person otherwise acting on behalf of a share-
older.

(k) PROHIBITION ON REQUIRING A SINGLE BALLOT.—The Commis-
sion may not require that a solicitation of a proxy, consent, or au-
thorization to vote a security of an issuer in an election of members
of the board of directors of the issuer be made using a single ballot
or card that lists both individuals nominated by (or on behalf of)
the issuer and individuals nominated by (or on behalf of) other pro-
ponents and permits the person granting the proxy, consent, or au-
thorization to select from among individuals in both groups.

SEC. 14A. SHAREHOLDER APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION.
(a) SEPARATE RESOLUTION REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—[Not less frequently than once every 3
years] Each year in which there has been a material change to
the compensation of executives of an issuer from the previous
year, a proxy or consent or authorization for an annual or other
meeting of the shareholders for which the proxy solicitation
rules of the Commission require compensation disclosure shall
include a separate resolution subject to shareholder vote to ap-
prove the compensation of executives, as disclosed pursuant to
section 229.402 of title 17, Code of Federal Regulations, or any
successor thereto.

[(2) FREQUENCY OF VOTE.—Not less frequently than once
every 6 years, a proxy or consent or authorization for an an-
nual or other meeting of the shareholders for which the proxy
solicitation rules of the Commission require compensation dis-
closure shall include a separate resolution subject to share-
holder vote to determine whether votes on the resolutions re-
quired under paragraph (1) will occur every 1, 2, or 3 years.]

[(3)]1 (2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The proxy or consent or author-
ization for the first annual or other meeting of the share-
holders occurring after the end of the 6-month period begin-
ning on the date of enactment of this section shall include—

(A) the resolution described in paragraph (1); and
(B) a separate resolution subject to shareholder vote to
determine whether votes on the resolutions required under
paragraph (1) will occur every 1, 2, or 3 years.
(b) SHAREHOLDER APPROVAL OF GOLDEN PARACHUTE COMPENSA-
TION.—

(1) DISCLOSURE.—In any proxy or consent solicitation mate-
rial (the solicitation of which is subject to the rules of the Com-
mission pursuant to subsection (a)) for a meeting of the share-
holders occurring after the end of the 6-month period begin-
ning on the date of enactment of this section, at which share-
holders are asked to approve an acquisition, merger, consolida-
tion, or proposed sale or other disposition of all or substantially
all the assets of an issuer, the person making such solicitation
shall disclose in the proxy or consent solicitation material, in
a clear and simple form in accordance with regulations to be
promulgated by the Commission, any agreements or under-
standings that such person has with any named executive offi-
cers of such issuer (or of the acquiring issuer, if such issuer is
not the acquiring issuer) concerning any type of compensation
(whether present, deferred, or contingent) that is based on or
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otherwise relates to the acquisition, merger, consolidation, sale,
or other disposition of all or substantially all of the assets of
the issuer and the aggregate total of all such compensation
that may (and the conditions upon which it may) be paid or be-
come payable to or on behalf of such executive officer.

(2) SHAREHOLDER APPROVAL.—Any proxy or consent or au-
thorization relating to the proxy or consent solicitation mate-
rial containing the disclosure required by paragraph (1) shall
include a separate resolution subject to shareholder vote to ap-
prove such agreements or understandings and compensation as
disclosed, unless such agreements or understandings have been
subject to a shareholder vote under subsection (a).

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The shareholder vote referred to in
subsections (a) and (b) shall not be binding on the issuer or the
board of directors of an issuer, and may not be construed—

(1) as overruling a decision by such issuer or board of direc-
tors;

(2) to create or imply any change to the fiduciary duties of
such issuer or board of directors;

(3) to create or imply any additional fiduciary duties for such
issuer or board of directors; or

(4) to restrict or limit the ability of shareholders to make
proposals for inclusion in proxy materials related to executive
compensation.

(d) DISCLOSURE OF VOTES.—Every institutional investment man-
ager subject to section 13(f) shall report at least annually how it
voted on any shareholder vote pursuant to subsections (a) and (b),
unless such vote is otherwise required to be reported publicly by
rule or regulation of the Commission.

(e) EXEMPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—.—The Commission may, by rule or order,
exempt any other issuer or class of issuers from the require-
ment under subsection (a) or (b). In determining whether to
make an exemption under this subsection, the Commission
shall take into account, among other considerations, whether
the requirements under subsections (a) and (b) disproportion-
ately burdens small issuers.

(2) TREATMENT OF EMERGING GROWTH COMPANIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An emerging growth company shall be
exempt from the requirements of subsections (a) and (b).

(B) COMPLIANCE AFTER TERMINATION OF EMERGING
GROWTH COMPANY TREATMENT.—An issuer that was an
emerging growth company but is no longer an emerging
growth company shall include the first separate resolution
described under subsection (a)(1) not later than the end
of—

(i) in the case of an issuer that was an emerging
growth company for less than 2 years after the date of
first sale of common equity securities of the issuer
pursuant to an effective registration statement under
the Securities Act of 1933, the 3-year period beginning
on such date; and
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(ii) in the case of any other issuer, the 1-year period
beginning on the date the issuer is no longer an
emerging growth company.

* * *k & * * *k

REGISTRATION AND REGULATION OF BROKERS AND DEALERS

SEC. 15. (a)(1) It shall be unlawful for any broker or dealer which
is either a person other than a natural person or a natural person
not associated with a broker or dealer which is a person other than
a natural person (other than such a broker or dealer whose busi-
ness is exclusively intrastate and who does not make use of any fa-
cility of a national securities exchange) to make use of the mails
or any means or instrumentality of interstate commerce to effect
any transactions in, or to induce or attempt to induce the purchase
or sale of, any security (other than an exempted security or com-
mercial paper, bankers’ acceptances, or commercial bills) unless
such broker or dealer is registered in accordance with subsection
(b) of this section.

(2) The Commission, by rule or order, as it deems consistent with
the public interest and the protection of investors, may condi-
tionally or unconditionally exempt from paragraph (1) of this sub-
section any broker or dealer or class of brokers or dealers specified
in such rule or order.

(b)(1) A broker or dealer may be registered by filing with the
Commission an application for registration in such form and con-
taining such information and documents concerning such broker or
dealer and any persons associated with such broker or dealer as
the Commission, by rule, may prescribe as necessary or appropriate
in the public interest or for the protection of investors. Within
forty-five days of the date of the filing of such application (or with-
in such longer period as to which the applicant consents), the Com-
mission shall—

(A) by order grant registration, or

(B) institute proceedings to determine whether registration
should be denied. Such proceedings shall include notice of the
grounds for denial under consideration and opportunity for
hearing and shall be concluded within one hundred twenty
days of the date of the filing of the application for registration.
At the conclusion of such proceedings, the Commission, by
order, shall grant or deny such registration. The Commission
may extend the time for conclusion of such proceedings for up
to ninety days if it finds good cause for such extension and
publishes its reasons for so finding or for such longer period as

to which the applicant consents.
The Commission shall grant such registration if the Commission
finds that the requirements of this section are satisfied. The order
granting registration shall not be effective until such broker or
dealer has become a member of a registered securities association,
or until such broker or dealer has become a member of a national
securities exchange, if such broker or dealer effects transactions
solely on that exchange, unless the Commission has exempted such
broker or dealer, by rule or order, from such membership. The
Commission shall deny such registration if it does not make such
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a finding or if it finds that if the applicant were so registered, its
registration would be subject to suspension or revocation under
paragraph (4) of this subsection.

(2)(A) An application for registration of a broker or dealer to be
formed or organized may be made by a broker or dealer to which
the broker or dealer to be formed or organized is to be the suc-
cessor. Such application, in such form as the Commission, by rule,
may prescribe, shall contain such information and documents con-
cerning the applicant, the successor, and any persons associated
with the applicant or the successor, as the Commission, by rule,
may prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or
for the protection of investors. The grant or denial of registration
to such an applicant shall be in accordance with the procedures set
forth in paragraph (1) of this subsection. If the Commission grants
such registration, the registration shall terminate on the forty-fifth
day after the effective date thereof, unless prior thereto the suc-
cessor shall, in accordance with such rules and regulations as the
Commission may prescribe, adopt the application for registration
as its own.

(B) Any person who is a broker or dealer solely by reason of act-
ing as a municipal securities dealer or municipal securities broker,
who so acts through a separately identifiable department or divi-
sion, and who so acted in such a manner on the date of enactment
of the Securities Acts Amendments of 1975, may, in accordance
with such terms and conditions as the Commission, by rule, pre-
scribes as necessary and appropriate in the public interest and for
the protection of investors, register such separately identifiable de-
partment or division in accordance with this subsection. If any such
department or division is so registered, the department or division
and not such person himself shall be the broker or dealer for pur-
poses of this title.

(C) Within six months of the date of the granting of registration
to a broker or dealer, the Commission, or upon the authorization
and direction of the Commission, a registered securities association
or national securities exchange of which such broker or dealer is
a member, shall conduct an inspection of the broker or dealer to
determine whether it is operating in conformity with the provisions
of this title and the rules and regulations thereunder: Provided,
however, That the Commission may delay such inspection of any
class of brokers or dealers for a period not to exceed six months.

(3) Any provision of this title (other than section 5 and sub-
section (a) of this section) which prohibits any act, practice, or
course of business if the mails or any means or instrumentality of
interstate commerce is used in connection therewith shall also pro-
hibit any such act, practice, or course of business by any registered
broker or dealer or any person acting on behalf of such a broker
or dealer, irrespective of any use of the mails or any means or in-
strumentality of interstate commerce in connection therewith.

(4) The Commission, by order, shall censure, place limitations on
the activities, functions, or operations of, suspend for a period not
exceeding twelve months, or revoke the registration of any broker
or dealer if it finds, on the record after notice and opportunity for
hearing, that such censure, placing of limitations, suspension, or
revocation is in the public interest and that such broker or dealer,
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whether prior or subsequent to becoming such, or any person asso-
ciated with such broker or dealer, whether prior or subsequent to
becoming so associated—

(A) has willfully made or caused to be made in any applica-
tion for registration or report required to be filed with the
Commission or with any other appropriate regulatory agency
under this title, or in any proceeding before the Commission
with respect to registration, any statement which was at the
time and in the light of the circumstances under which it was
made false or misleading with respect to any material fact, or
has omitted to state in any such application or report any ma-
terial fact which is required to be stated therein.

(B) has been convicted within ten years preceding the filing
of any application for registration or at any time thereafter of
any felony or misdemeanor or of a substantially equivalent
crime by a foreign court of competent jurisdiction which the
Commission finds—

(1) involves the purchase or sale of any security, the tak-
ing of a false oath, the making of a false report, bribery,
perjury, burglary, any substantially equivalent activity
however denominated by the laws of the relevant foreign
government, or conspiracy to commit any such offense;

(i1) arises out of the conduct of the business of a broker,
dealer, municipal securities [dealer municipal advisor,,]
dealer, municipal advisor, government securities broker,
government securities dealer, investment adviser, bank,
insurance company, fiduciary, transfer agent, nationally
recognized statistical rating organization, foreign person
performing a function substantially equivalent to any of
the above, or entity or person required to be registered
under the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.) or
any substantially equivalent foreign statute or regulation;

(iii) involves the larceny, theft, robbery, extortion, for-
gery, counterfeiting, fraudulent concealment, embezzle-
ment, fraudulent conversion, or misappropriation of funds,
or securities, or substantially equivalent activity however
denominated by the laws of the relevant foreign govern-
ment; or

(iv) involves the violation of section 152, 1341, 1342, or
1343 or chapter 25 or 47 of title 18, United States Code,
or a violation of a substantially equivalent foreign statute.

(C) is permanently or temporarily enjoined by order, judg-
ment, or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction from act-
ing as an investment adviser, underwriter, broker, dealer, mu-
nicipal securities [dealer municipal advisor,,]1 dealer, munic-
ipal advisor, government securities broker, government securi-
ties dealer, security-based swap dealer, major security-based
swap participant, transfer agent, nationally recognized statis-
tical rating organization, foreign person performing a function
substantially equivalent to any of the above, or entity or per-
son required to be registered under the Commodity Exchange
Act or any substantially equivalent foreign statute or regula-
tion, or as an affiliated person or employee of any investment
company, bank, insurance company, foreign entity substan-
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tially equivalent to any of the above, or entity or person re-
quired to be registered under the Commodity Exchange Act or
any substantially equivalent foreign statute or regulation, or
from engaging in or continuing any conduct or practice in con-
nection with any such activity, or in connection with the pur-
chase or sale of any security.

(D) has willfully violated any provision of the Securities Act
of 1933, the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the Investment
Company Act of 1940, the Commodity Exchange Act, this title,
the rules or regulations under any of such statutes, or the
rules of the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board, or is un-
able to comply with any such provision.

(E) has willfully aided, abetted, counseled, commanded, in-
duced, or procured the violation by any other person of any
provision of the Securities Act of 1933, the Investment Advis-
ers Act of 1940, the Investment Company Act of 1940, the
Commodity Exchange Act, this title, the rules or regulations
under any of such statutes, or the rules of the Municipal Secu-
rities Rulemaking Board, or has failed reasonably to supervise,
with a view to preventing violations of the provisions of such
statutes, rules, and regulations, another person who commits
such a violation, if such other person is subject to his super-
vision. For the purposes of this subparagraph (E) no person
shall be deemed to have failed reasonably to supervise any
other person, if—

(i) there have been established procedures, and a system
for applying such procedures, which would reasonably be
expected to prevent and detect, insofar as practicable, any
such violation by such other person, and

(i1) such person has reasonably discharged the duties
and obligations incumbent upon him by reason of such pro-
cedures and system without reasonable cause to believe
tha}‘g1 such procedures and system were not being complied
with.

(F) is subject to any order of the Commission barring or sus-
pending the right of the person to be associated with a broker,
dealer, security-based swap dealer, or a major security-based
swap participant;

(G) has been found by a foreign financial regulatory author-
ity to have—

(i) made or caused to be made in any application for reg-
istration or report required to be filed with a foreign finan-
cial regulatory authority, or in any proceeding before a for-
eign financial regulatory authority with respect to registra-
tion, any statement that was at the time and in the light
of the circumstances under which it was made false or
misleading with respect to any material fact, or has omit-
ted to state in any application or report to the foreign fi-
nancial regulatory authority any material fact that is re-
quired to be stated therein;

(i) violated any foreign statute or regulation regarding
transactions in securities, or contracts of sale of a com-
modity for future delivery, traded on or subject to the rules
of a contract market or any board of trade;
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(iii) aided, abetted, counseled, commanded, induced, or
procured the violation by any person of any provision of
any statutory provisions enacted by a foreign government,
or rules or regulations thereunder, empowering a foreign
financial regulatory authority regarding transactions in se-
curities, or contracts of sale of a commodity for future de-
livery, traded on or subject to the rules of a contract mar-
ket or any board of trade, or has been found, by a foreign
financial regulatory authority, to have failed reasonably to
supervise, with a view to preventing violations of such
statutory provisions, rules, and regulations, another per-
son who commits such a violation, if such other person is
subject to his supervision; or

(H) is subject to any final order of a State securities commis-
sion (or any agency or officer performing like functions), State
authority that supervises or examines banks, savings associa-
tions, or credit unions, State insurance commission (or any
agency or office performing like functions), an appropriate Fed-
eral banking agency (as defined in section 3 of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1813(q))), or the National Credit
Union Administration, that—

(i) bars such person from association with an entity reg-
ulated by such commission, authority, agency, or officer, or
from engaging in the business of securities, insurance,
banking, savings association activities, or credit union ac-
tivities; or

(i1) constitutes a final order based on violations of any
laws or regulations that prohibit fraudulent, manipulative,
or deceptive conduct.

(5) Pending final determination whether any registration under
this subsection shall be revoked, the Commission, by order, may
suspend such registration, if such suspension appears to the Com-
mission, after notice and opportunity for hearing, to be necessary
or appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of inves-
tors. Any registered broker or dealer may, upon such terms and
conditions as the Commission deems necessary or appropriate in
the public interest or for the protection of investors, withdraw from
registration by filing a written notice of withdrawal with the Com-
mission. If the Commission finds that any registered broker or
dealer is no longer in existence or has ceased to do business as a
broker or dealer, the Commission, by order, shall cancel the reg-
istration of such broker or dealer.

(6)(A) With respect to any person who is associated, who is seek-
ing to become associated, or, at the time of the alleged misconduct,
who was associated or was seeking to become associated with a
broker or dealer, or any person participating, or, at the time of the
alleged misconduct, who was participating, in an offering of any
penny stock, the Commission, by order, shall censure, place limita-
tions on the activities or functions of such person, or suspend for
a period not exceeding 12 months, or bar any such person from
being associated with a broker, dealer, investment adviser, munic-
ipal securities dealer, municipal advisor, transfer agent, or nation-
ally recognized statistical rating organization, or from participating
in an offering of penny stock, if the Commission finds, on the
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record after notice and opportunity for a hearing, that such cen-
sure, placing of limitations, suspension, or bar is in the public in-
terest and that such person—

(i) has committed or omitted any act, or is subject to an
order or finding, [enumerated in subparagraph (A), (D), (E),
(H), or (G) of paragraph (4) of this subsection;] enumerated in
subparagraph (A), (D), (E), (G), or (H) of paragraph (4) of this
subsection;

(i1) has been convicted of any offense specified in subpara-
graph (B) of such paragraph (4) within 10 years of the com-
mencement of the proceedings under this paragraph; or

(iii) is enjoined from any action, conduct, or practice specified
in subparagraph (C) of such paragraph (4).

(B) It shall be unlawful—

(i) for any person as to whom an order under subparagraph
(A) is in effect, without the consent of the Commission, will-
fully to become, or to be, associated with a broker or dealer in
contravention of such order, or to participate in an offering of
penny stock in contravention of such order;

(i1) for any broker or dealer to permit such a person, without
the consent of the Commission, to become or remain, a person
associated with the broker or dealer in contravention of such
order, if such broker or dealer knew, or in the exercise of rea-
sonable care should have known, of such order; or

(ii1) for any broker or dealer to permit such a person, without
the consent of the Commission, to participate in an offering of
penny stock in contravention of such order, if such broker or
dealer knew, or in the exercise of reasonable care should have
known, of such order and of such participation.

(C) For purposes of this paragraph, the term “person partici-
pating in an offering of penny stock” includes any person acting as
any promoter, finder, consultant, agent, or other person who en-
gages in activities with a broker, dealer, or issuer for purposes of
the issuance or trading in any penny stock, or inducing or attempt-
ing to induce the purchase or sale of any penny stock. The Commis-
sion may, by rule or regulation, define such term to include other
activities, and may, by rule, regulation, or order, exempt any per-
son or class of persons, in whole or in part, conditionally or uncon-
ditionally, from such term.

(7) No registered broker or dealer or government securities
broker or government securities dealer registered (or required to
register) under section 15C(a)(1)(A) shall effect any transaction in,
or induce the purchase or sale of, any security unless such broker
or dealer meets such standards of operational capability and such
broker or dealer and all natural persons associated with such
broker or dealer meet such standards of training, experience, com-
petence, and such other qualifications as the Commission finds nec-
essary or appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of
investors. The Commission shall establish such standards by rules
and regulations, which may—

(A) specify that all or any portion of such standards shall be
applicable to any class of brokers and dealers and persons as-
sociated with brokers and dealers;
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(B) require persons in any such class to pass tests prescribed
in accordance with such rules and regulations, which tests
shall, with respect to any class of partners, officers, or super-
visory employees (which latter term may be defined by the
Commission’s rules and regulations and as so defined shall in-
clude branch managers of brokers or dealers) engaged in the
management of the broker or dealer, include questions relating
to bookkeeping, accounting, internal control over cash and se-
curities, supervision of employees, maintenance of records, and
other appropriate matters; and

(C) provide that persons in any such class other than brokers
and dealers and partners, officers, and supervisory employees
of brokers or dealers, may be qualified solely on the basis of
compliance with such standards of training and such other
qualifications as the Commission finds appropriate.

The Commission, by rule, may prescribe reasonable fees and
charges to defray its costs in carrying out this paragraph, includ-
ing, but not limited to, fees for any test administered by it or under
its direction. The Commission may cooperate with registered secu-
rities associations and national securities exchanges in devising
and administering tests and may require registered brokers and
dealers and persons associated with such brokers and dealers to
pass tests administered by or on behalf of any such association or
exchange and to pay such association or exchange reasonable fees
or charges to defray the costs incurred by such association or ex-
change in administering such tests.

(8) It shall be unlawful for any registered broker or dealer to ef-
fect any transaction in, or induce or attempt to induce the purchase
or sale of, any security (other than or commercial paper, bankers’
acceptances, or commercial bills), unless such broker or dealer is a
member of a securities association registered pursuant to section
15A of this title or effects transactions in securities solely on a na-
tional securities exchange of which it is a member.

(9) The Commission by rule or order, as it deems consistent with
the public interest and the protection of investors, may condi-
tionally or unconditionally exempt from paragraph (8) of this sub-
section any broker or dealer or class of brokers or dealers specified
in such rule or order.

(10) For the purposes of determining whether a person is subject
to a statutory disqualification under section 6(c)(2), 15A(g)(2), or
17A(b)(4)(A) of this title, the term “Commission” in paragraph
(4)(B) of this subsection shall mean “exchange”, “association”, or
“clearing agency”, respectively.

(11) BROKER/DEALER REGISTRATION WITH RESPECT TO TRANS-
ACTIONS IN SECURITY FUTURES PRODUCTS.—

(A) NOTICE REGISTRATION.—

(i) CONTENTS OF NOTICE.—Notwithstanding para-
graphs (1) and (2), a broker or dealer required to reg-
ister only because it effects transactions in security fu-
tures products on an exchange registered pursuant to
section 6(g) may register for purposes of this section
by filing with the Commission a written notice in such
form and containing such information concerning such
broker or dealer and any persons associated with such
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broker or dealer as the Commission, by rule, may pre-
scribe as necessary or appropriate in the public inter-
est or for the protection of investors. A broker or deal-
er may not register under this paragraph unless that
broker or dealer is a member of a national securities
association registered under section 15A(k).

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVENESS.—Such registration
shall be effective contemporaneously with the submis-
sion of notice, in written or electronic form, to the
Commission, except that such registration shall not be
effective if the registration would be subject to suspen-
sion or revocation under paragraph (4).

(iil) SUSPENSION.—Such registration shall be sus-
pended immediately if a national securities association
registered pursuant to section 15A(k) of this title sus-
pends the membership of that broker or dealer.

(iv) TERMINATION.—Such registration shall be termi-
nated immediately if any of the above stated condi-
tions for registration set forth in this paragraph are no
longer satisfied.

(B) EXEMPTIONS FOR REGISTERED BROKERS AND DEAL-
ERS.—A broker or dealer registered pursuant to the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A) shall be exempt from the
following provisions of this title and the rules thereunder
with respect to transactions in security futures products:

(1) Section 8.

(ii) Section 11.

(ii1) Subsections (¢)(3) and (c)(5) of this section.

(iv) Section 15B.

(v) Section 15C.

(vi) Subsections (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), and (i) of section
17.

(12) EXEMPTION FOR SECURITY FUTURES PRODUCT EXCHANGE
MEMBERS.—

(A) REGISTRATION EXEMPTION.—A natural person shall
be exempt from the registration requirements of this sec-
tion if such person—

(i) is a member of a designated contract market reg-
istered with the Commission as an exchange pursuant
to section 6(g);

(i1) effects transactions only in securities on the ex-
change of which such person is a member; and

(iii) does not directly accept or solicit orders from
public customers or provide advice to public customers
in connection with the trading of security futures
products.

(B) OTHER EXEMPTIONS.—A natural person exempt from
registration pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall also be ex-
empt from the following provisions of this title and the
rules thereunder:

(i) Section 8.

(11) Section 11.

(iii) Subsections (¢)(3), (¢)(5), and (e) of this section.

(iv) Section 15B.
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(v) Section 15C.

(vi) Subsections (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), and (i) of section
17.

(13) REGISTRATION EXEMPTION FOR MERGER AND ACQUISITION
BROKERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subparagraph
(B), an M&A broker shall be exempt from registration
under this section.

(B) EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES.—An M&A broker is not ex-
empt from registration under this paragraph if such broker
does any of the following:

(i) Directly or indirectly, in connection with the
transfer of ownership of an eligible privately held com-
pany, receives, holds, transmits, or has custody of the
funds or securities to be exchanged by the parties to the
transaction.

(it) Engages on behalf of an issuer in a public offer-
ing of any class of securities that is registered, or is re-
quired to be registered, with the Commission under sec-
tion 12 or with respect to which the issuer files, or is
required to file, periodic information, documents, and
reports under subsection (d).

(iit) Engages on behalf of any party in a transaction
involving a public shell company.

(C) DISQUALIFICATIONS.—An M&A broker is not exempt
from registration under this paragraph if such broker is
subject to—

(i) suspension or revocation of registration under
paragraph (4);

(it) a statutory disqualification described in section
3(a)(39);

(iii) a disqualification under the rules adopted by the
Commission under section 926 of the Investor Protec-
tion and Securities Reform Act of 2010 (15 U.S.C. 77d
note); or

(iv) a final order described in paragraph (4)(H).

(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this paragraph
shall be construed to limit any other authority of the Com-
mission to exempt any person, or any class of persons, from
any provision of this title, or from any provision of any rule
or regulation thereunder.

(E) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

(i) CONTROL.—The term “control” means the power,
directly or indirectly, to direct the management or poli-
cies of a company, whether through ownership of secu-
rities, by contract, or otherwise. There is a presumption
of control for any person who—

() is a director, general partner, member or
manager of a limited liability company, or officer
exercising executive responsibility (or has similar
status or functions);

(II) has the right to vote 20 percent or more of
a class of voting securities or the power to sell or
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direct the sale of 20 percent or more of a class of
voting securities; or

(III) in the case of a partnership or limited li-
ability company, has the right to receive upon dis-
solution, or has contributed, 20 percent or more of
the capital.

(it) ELIGIBLE PRIVATELY HELD COMPANY.—The term
“eligible privately held company” means a privately
held company that meets both of the following condi-
tions:

(I) The company does not have any class of secu-
rities registered, or required to be registered, with
the Commission under section 12 or with respect to
which the company files, or is required to file, peri-
odic information, documents, and reports under
subsection (d).

(II) In the fiscal year ending immediately before
the fiscal year in which the services of the M&A
broker are initially engaged with respect to the se-
curities transaction, the company meets either or
both of the following conditions (determined in ac-
cordance with the historical financial accounting
records of the company):

(aa) The earnings of the company before in-
terest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization
are less than $25,000,000.

(bb) The gross revenues of the company are
less than $250,000,000.

(iit) M&A BROKER.—The term “M&A broker” means
a broker, and any person associated with a broker, en-
gaged in the business of effecting securities trans-
actions solely in connection with the transfer of owner-
ship of an eligible privately held company, regardless
of whether the broker acts on behalf of a seller or
buyer, through the purchase, sale, exchange, issuance,
repurchase, or redemption of, or a business combina-
tion involving, securities or assets of the eligible pri-
vately held company, if the broker reasonably believes
that—

(I) upon consummation of the transaction, any
person acquiring securities or assets of the eligible
privately held company, acting alone or in concert,
will control and, directly or indirectly, will be ac-
tive in the management of the eligible privately
held company or the business conducted with the
assets of the eligible privately held company; and

(ID) if any person is offered securities in exchange
for securities or assets of the eligible privately held
company, such person will, prior to becoming le-
gally bound to consummate the transaction, receive
or have reasonable access to the most recent fiscal
year-end financial statements of the issuer of the
securities as customarily prepared by the manage-
ment of the issuer in the normal course of oper-
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ations and, if the financial statements of the issuer
are audited, reviewed, or compiled, any related
statement by the independent accountant, a bal-
ance sheet dated not more than 120 days before the
date of the offer, and information pertaining to the
management, business, results of operations for the
period covered by the foregoing financial state-
ments, and material loss contingencies of the
issuer.

(iv) PUBLIC SHELL COMPANY.—The term “public shell
company” is a company that at the time of a trans-
action with an eligible privately held company—

() has any class of securities registered, or re-
quired to be registered, with the Commission under
section 12 or that is required to file reports pursu-
ant to subsection (d);

(II) has no or nominal operations; and

(II1) has—

(aa) no or nominal assets;
(bb) assets consisting solely of cash and cash
equivalents; or
(cc) assets consisting of any amount of cash
and cash equivalents and nominal other as-
sets.
(F) INFLATION ADJUSTMENT.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—On the date that is 5 years after the
date of the enactment of this paragraph, and every 5
years thereafter, each dollar amount in subparagraph
(E)Gi)II) shall be adjusted by—

(D dividing the annual value of the Employment
Cost Index For Wages and Salaries, Private Indus-
try Workers (or any successor index), as published
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, for the calendar
year preceding the calendar year in which the ad-
Justment is being made by the annual value of
such index (or successor) for the calendar year end-
ing December 31, 2012; and

(I) multiplying such dollar amount by the
quotient obtained under subclause (I).

(i) ROUNDING.—Each dollar amount determined
under clause (i) shall be rounded to the nearest mul-
tiple of $100,000.

(c)(1)(A) No broker or dealer shall make use of the mails or any
means or instrumentality of interstate commerce to effect any
transaction in, or to induce or attempt to induce the purchase or
sale of, any security (other than commercial paper, bankers’ accept-
ances, or commercial bills), or any security-based swap agreement
by means of any manipulative, deceptive, or other fraudulent de-
vice or contrivance.

(B) No broker, dealer, or municipal securities dealer shall make
use of the mails or any means or instrumentality of interstate com-
merce to effect any transaction in, or to induce or attempt to induce
the purchase or sale of, any municipal security or any security-
based swap agreement involving a municipal security by means of
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any manipulative, deceptive, or other fraudulent device or contriv-
ance.

(C) No government securities broker or government securities
dealer shall make use of the mails or any means or instrumentality
of interstate commerce to effect any transaction in, or to induce or
to attempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any government secu-
rity or any security-based swap agreement involving a government
security by means of any manipulative, deceptive, or other fraudu-
lent device or contrivance.

(2)(A) No broker or dealer shall make use of the mails or any
means or instrumentality of interstate commerce to effect any
transaction in, or to induce or attempt to induce the purchase or
sale of, any security (other than an exempted security or commer-
cial paper, bankers’ acceptances, or commercial bills) otherwise
than on a national securities exchange of which it is a member, in
connection with which such broker or dealer engages in any fraud-
ulent, deceptive, or manipulative act or practice, or makes any ficti-
tious quotation.

(B) No broker, dealer, or municipal securities dealer shall make
use of the mails or any means or instrumentality of interstate com-
merce to effect any transaction in, or to induce or attempt to induce
the purchase or sale of, any municipal security in connection with
which such broker, dealer, or municipal securities dealer engages
in any fraudulent, deceptive, or manipulative act or practice, or
makes any fictitious quotation.

(C) No government securities broker or government securities
dealer shall make use of the mails or any means or instrumentality
of interstate commerce to effect any transaction in, or induce or at-
tempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any government security
in connection with which such government securities broker or gov-
ernment securities dealer engages in any fraudulent, deceptive, or
manipulative act or practice, or makes any fictitious quotation.

(D) The Commission shall, for the purposes of this paragraph, by
rules and regulations define, and prescribe means reasonably de-
signed to prevent, such acts and practices as are fraudulent, decep-
tive, or manipulative and such quotations as are fictitious.

(E) The Commission shall, prior to adopting any rule or regula-
tion under subparagraph (C), consult with and consider the views
of the Secretary of the Treasury and each appropriate regulatory
agency. If the Secretary of the Treasury or any appropriate regu-
latory agency comments in writing on a proposed rule or regulation
of the Commission under such subparagraph (C) that has been
published for comment, the Commission shall respond in writing to
such written comment before adopting the proposed rule. If the
Secretary of the Treasury determines, and notifies the Commission,
that such rule or regulation, if implemented, would, or as applied
does (i) adversely affect the liquidity or efficiency of the market for
government securities; or (ii) impose any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance of the purposes of this sec-
tion, the Commission shall, prior to adopting the proposed rule or
regulation, find that such rule or regulation is necessary and ap-
propriate in furtherance of the purposes of this section notwith-
standing the Secretary’s determination.
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(3)(A) No broker or dealer (other than a government securities
broker or government securities dealer, except a registered broker
or dealer) shall make use of the mails or any means or instrumen-
tality of interstate commerce to effect any transaction in, or to in-
duce or attempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any security
(other than an exempted security (except a government security) or
commercial paper, bankers’ acceptances, or commercial bills) in
contravention of such rules and regulations as the Commission
shall prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or
for the protection of investors to provide safeguards with respect to
the financial responsibility and related practices of brokers and
dealers including, but not limited to, the acceptance of custody and
use of customers’ securities and the carrying and use of customers’
deposits or credit balances. Such rules and regulations shall (A) re-
quire the maintenance of reserves with respect to customers’ depos-
its or credit balances, and (B) no later than September 1, 1975, es-
tablish minimum financial responsibility requirements for all bro-
kers and dealers.

(B) Consistent with this title, the Commission, in consultation
with the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, shall issue such
rules, regulations, or orders as are necessary to avoid duplicative
or conflicting regulations applicable to any broker or dealer reg-
istered with the Commission pursuant to section 15(b) (except
paragraph (11) thereof), that is also registered with the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission pursuant to section 4f(a) of the Com-
modity Exchange Act (except paragraph (2) thereof), with respect
to the application of: (i) the provisions of section 8, section 15(c)(3),
and section 17 of this title and the rules and regulations there-
under related to the treatment of customer funds, securities, or
property, maintenance of books and records, financial reporting, or
other financial responsibility rules, involving security futures prod-
ucts; and (ii) similar provisions of the Commodity Exchange Act
and rules and regulations thereunder involving security futures
products.

(C) Notwithstanding any provision of sections 2(a)(1)(C)(i) or
4d(a)(2) of the Commodity Exchange Act and the rules and reg-
ulations thereunder, and pursuant to an exemption granted by
the Commission under section 36 of this title or pursuant to a
rule or regulation, cash and securities may be held by a broker
or dealer registered pursuant to subsection (b)(1) and also reg-
istered as a futures commission merchant pursuant to section
4f(a)(1) of the Commodity Exchange Act, in a portfolio mar-
gining account carried as a futures account subject to section
4d of the Commodity Exchange Act and the rules and regula-
tions thereunder, pursuant to a portfolio margining program
approved by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, and
subject to subchapter IV of chapter 7 of title 11 of the United
States Code and the rules and regulations thereunder. The
Commission shall consult with the Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission to adopt rules to ensure that such transactions
and accounts are subject to comparable requirements to the ex-
tent practicable for similar products.

(4) If the Commission finds, after notice and opportunity for a
hearing, that any person subject to the provisions of section 12, 13,
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14, or subsection (d) of section 15 of this title or any rule or regula-
tion thereunder has failed to comply with any such provision, rule,
or regulation in any material respect, the Commission may publish
its findings and issue an order requiring such person, and any per-
son who was a cause of the failure to comply due to an act or omis-
sion the person knew or should have known would contribute to
the failure to comply, to comply, or to take steps to effect compli-
ance, with such provision or such rule or regulation thereunder
upon such terms and conditions and within such time as the Com-
mission may specify in such order.

(5) No dealer (other than a specialist registered on a national se-
curities exchange) acting in the capacity of market maker or other-
wise shall make use of the mails or any means or instrumentality
of interstate commerce to effect any transaction in, or to induce or
attempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any security (other than
an exempted security or a municipal security) in contravention of
such specified and appropriate standards with respect to dealing as
the Commission, by rule, shall prescribe as necessary or appro-
priate in the public interest and for the protection of investors, to
maintain fair and orderly markets, or to remove impediments to
and perfect the mechanism of a national market system. Under the
rules of the Commission a dealer in a security may be prohibited
from acting as broker in that security.

(6) No broker or dealer shall make use of the mails or any means
or instrumentality of interstate commerce to effect any transaction
in, or to induce or attempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any
security (other than an exempted security, municipal security, com-
mercial paper, bankers’ acceptances, or commercial bills) in con-
travention of such rules and regulations as the Commission shall
prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest and for
the protection of investors or to perfect or remove impediments to
a national system for the prompt and accurate clearance and settle-
ment of securities transactions, with respect to the time and meth-
od of, and the form and format of documents used in connection
with, making settlements of and payments for transactions in secu-
rities, making transfers and deliveries of securities, and closing ac-
counts. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed (A) to affect
the authority of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, pursuant to section 7 of this title, to prescribe rules and regu-
lations for the purpose of preventing the excessive use of credit for
the purchase or carrying of securities, or (B) to authorize the Com-
mission to prescribe rules or regulations for such purpose.

(7) In connection with any bid for or purchase of a government
security related to an offering of government securities by or on be-
half of an issuer, no government securities broker, government se-
curities dealer, or bidder for or purchaser of securities in such of-
fering shall knowingly or willfully make any false or misleading
written statement or omit any fact necessary to make any written
statement made not misleading.

(8) PROHIBITION OF REFERRAL FEES.—No broker or dealer, or per-
son associated with a broker or dealer, may solicit or accept, di-
rectly or indirectly, remuneration for assisting an attorney in ob-
taining the representation of any person in any private action aris-
ing under this title or under the Securities Act of 1933.
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(d) SUPPLEMENTARY AND PERIODIC INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each issuer which has filed a registration
statement containing an undertaking which is or becomes op-
erative under this subsection as in effect prior to the date of
enactment of the Securities Acts Amendments of 1964, and
each issuer which shall after such date file a registration state-
ment which has become effective pursuant to the Securities Act
of 1933, as amended, shall file with the Commission, in accord-
ance with such rules and regulations as the Commission may
prescribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or
for the protection of investors, such supplementary and peri-
odic information, documents, and reports as may be required
pursuant to section 13 of this title in respect of a security reg-
istered pursuant to section 12 of this title. The duty to file
under this subsection shall be automatically suspended if and
so long as any issue of securities of such issuer is registered
pursuant to section 12 of this title. The duty to file under this
subsection shall also be automatically suspended as to any fis-
cal year, other than the fiscal year within which such registra-
tion statement became effective, if, at the beginning of such fis-
cal year, the securities of each class, other than any class of
asset-backed securities, to which the registration statement re-
lates are held of record by less than [300 persons, or, in the
case of a bank, a savings and loan holding company (as defined
in section 10 of the Home Owners’ Loan Act), or a bank hold-
ing company, as such term is defined in section 2 of the Bank
Holding Company Act of 1956 (12 U.S.C. 1841), 1,200 persons
persons] 1,200 persons. For the purposes of this subsection, the
term “class” shall be construed to include all securities of an
issuer which are of substantially similar character and the
holders of which enjoy substantially similar rights and privi-
leges. The Commission may, for the purpose of this subsection,
define by rules and regulations the term “held of record” as it
deems necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the
protection of investors in order to prevent circumvention of the
provisions of this subsection. Nothing in this subsection shall
apply to securities issued by a foreign government or political
subdivision thereof.

(2) ASSET-BACKED SECURITIES.—

(A) SUSPENSION OF DUTY TO FILE.—The Commission
may, by rule or regulation, provide for the suspension or
termination of the duty to file under this subsection for
any class of asset-backed security, on such terms and con-
ditions and for such period or periods as the Commission
deems necessary or appropriate in the public interest or
for the protection of investors.

(B) CLASSIFICATION OF ISSUERS.—The Commission may,
for purposes of this subsection, classify issuers and pre-
scribe requirements appropriate for each class of issuers of
asset-backed securities.

(e) NOTICES TO CUSTOMERS REGARDING SECURITIES LENDING.—
Every registered broker or dealer shall provide notice to its cus-
tomers that they may elect not to allow their fully paid securities
to be used in connection with short sales. If a broker or dealer uses



64

a customer’s securities in connection with short sales, the broker
or dealer shall provide notice to its customer that the broker or
dealer may receive compensation in connection with lending the
customer’s securities. The Commission, by rule, as it deems nec-
essary or appropriate in the public interest and for the protection
of investors, may prescribe the form, content, time, and manner of
delivery of any notice required under this paragraph.

(f) The Commission, by rule, as it deems necessary or appropriate
in the public interest and for the protection of investors or to as-
sure equal regulation, may require any member of a national secu-
rities exchange not required to register under section 15 of this
title and any person associated with any such member to comply
with any provision of this title (other than section 15(a)) or the
rules or regulations thereunder which by its terms regulates or
prohibits any act, practice, or course of business by a “broker or
dealer” or “registered broker or dealer” or a “person associated with
a broker or dealer,” respectively.

(g) Every registered broker or dealer shall establish, maintain,
and enforce written policies and procedures reasonably designed,
taking into consideration the nature of such broker’s or dealer’s
business, to prevent the misuse in violation of this title, or the
rules or regulations thereunder, of material, nonpublic information
by such broker or dealer or any person associated with such broker
or dealer. The Commission, as it deems necessary or appropriate
in the public interest or for the protection of investors, shall adopt
rules or regulations to require specific policies or procedures rea-
sonably designed to prevent misuse in violation of this title (or the
rules or regulations thereunder) of material, nonpublic information.

(h) REQUIREMENTS FOR TRANSACTIONS IN PENNY STOCKS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—No broker or dealer shall make use of the
mails or any means or instrumentality of interstate commerce
to effect any transaction in, or to induce or attempt to induce
the purchase or sale of, any penny stock by any customer ex-
cept in accordance with the requirements of this subsection
and the rules and regulations prescribed under this subsection.

(2) RISK DISCLOSURE WITH RESPECT TO PENNY STOCKS.—Prior
to effecting any transaction in any penny stock, a broker or
dealer shall give the customer a risk disclosure document
that—

(A) contains a description of the nature and level of risk
in the market for penny stocks in both public offerings and
secondary trading;

(B) contains a description of the broker’s or dealer’s du-
ties to the customer and of the rights and remedies avail-
able to the customer with respect to violations of such du-
ties or other requirements of Federal securities laws;

(C) contains a brief, clear, narrative description of a
dealer market, including “bid” and “ask” prices for penny
stocks and the significance of the spread between the bid
and ask prices;

(D) contains the toll free telephone number for inquiries
on disciplinary actions established pursuant to section
15A(@) of this title;
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(E) defines significant terms used in the disclosure docu-
ment or in the conduct of trading in penny stocks; and

(F) contains such other information, and is in such form
(including language, type size, and format), as the Com-
mission shall require by rule or regulation.

(3) COMMISSION RULES RELATING TO DISCLOSURE.—The Com-
mission shall adopt rules setting forth additional standards for
the disclosure by brokers and dealers to customers of informa-
tion concerning transactions in penny stocks. Such rules—

(A) shall require brokers and dealers to disclose to each
customer, prior to effecting any transaction in, and at the
time of confirming any transaction with respect to any
penny stock, in accordance with such procedures and
methods as the Commission may require consistent with
the public interest and the protection of investors—

(i) the bid and ask prices for penny stock, or such
other information as the Commission may, by rule, re-
quire to provide customers with more useful and reli-
able information relating to the price of such stock;

(i) the number of shares to which such bid and ask
prices apply, or other comparable information relating
to the depth and liquidity of the market for such stock;
and

(iii) the amount and a description of any compensa-
tion that the broker or dealer and the associated per-
son thereof will receive or has received in connection
with such transaction;

(B) shall require brokers and dealers to provide, to each
customer whose account with the broker or dealer contains
penny stocks, a monthly statement indicating the market
value of the penny stocks in that account or indicating
that the market value of such stock cannot be determined
because of the unavailability of firm quotes; and

(C) may, as the Commission finds necessary or appro-
priate in the public interest or for the protection of inves-
tors, require brokers and dealers to disclose to customers
additional information concerning transactions in penny
stocks.

(4) EXEMPTIONS.—The Commission, as it determines con-
sistent with the public interest and the protection of investors,
may by rule, regulation, or order exempt in whole or in part,
conditionally or unconditionally, any person or class of persons,
or any transaction or class of transactions, from the require-
ments of this subsection. Such exemptions shall include an ex-
emption for brokers and dealers based on the minimal percent-
age of the broker’s or dealer’s commissions, commission-equiva-
lents, and markups received from transactions in penny stocks.

(5) REGULATIONS.—It shall be unlawful for any person to vio-
late such rules and regulations as the Commission shall pre-
scribe in the public interest or for the protection of investors
or to maintain fair and orderly markets—

(A) as necessary or appropriate to carry out this sub-
section; or
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(B) as reasonably designed to prevent fraudulent, decep-
tive, or manipulative acts and practices with respect to
penny stocks.

(i) LIMITATIONS ON STATE LAW.—

(1) CAPITAL, MARGIN, BOOKS AND RECORDS, BONDING, AND RE-
PORTS.—No law, rule, regulation, or order, or other administra-
tive action of any State or political subdivision thereof shall es-
tablish capital, custody, margin, financial responsibility, mak-
ing and keeping records, bonding, or financial or operational
reporting requirements for brokers, dealers, municipal securi-
ties dealers, government securities brokers, or government se-
curities dealers that differ from, or are in addition to, the re-
quirements in those areas established under this title. The
Commission shall consult periodically the securities commis-
sions (or any agency or office performing like functions) of the
States concerning the adequacy of such requirements as estab-
lished under this title.

(2) FUNDING PORTALS.—

(A) LIMITATION ON STATE LAWS.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), no State or political subdivision thereof
may enforce any law, rule, regulation, or other administra-
tive action against a registered funding portal with respect
to its business as such.

(B) EXAMINATION AND ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.—Sub-
paragraph (A) does not apply with respect to the examina-
tion and enforcement of any law, rule, regulation, or ad-
ministrative action of a State or political subdivision there-
of in which the principal place of business of a registered
funding portal is located, provided that such law, rule, reg-
ulation, or administrative action is not in addition to or
different from the requirements for registered funding por-
tals established by the Commission.

(C) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this paragraph, the
term “State” includes the District of Columbia and the ter-
ritories of the United States.

(3) DE MINIMIS TRANSACTIONS BY ASSOCIATED PERSONS.—No
law, rule, regulation, or order, or other administrative action
of any State or political subdivision thereof may prohibit an as-
sociated person of a broker or dealer from effecting a trans-
action described in paragraph (3) for a customer in such State
if—

(A) such associated person is not ineligible to register
with such State for any reason other than such a trans-
action;

(B) such associated person is registered with a registered
securities association and at least one State; and

(C) the broker or dealer with which such person is asso-
ciated is registered with such State.

(4) DESCRIBED TRANSACTIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A transaction is described in this para-
graph if—

(i) such transaction is effected—
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(I) on behalf of a customer that, for 30 days
prior to the day of the transaction, maintained an
account with the broker or dealer; and

(II) by an associated person of the broker or
dealer—

(aa) to which the customer was assigned for
14ddays prior to the day of the transaction;
an

(bb) who is registered with a State in which
the customer was a resident or was present
for at least 30 consecutive days during the 1-
year period prior to the day of the transaction,;
or

(11) the transaction is effected—

(I) on behalf of a customer that, for 30 days
prior to the day of the transaction, maintained an
account with the broker or dealer; and

(IT) during the period beginning on the date on
which such associated person files an application
for registration with the State in which the trans-
action is effected and ending on the earlier of—

(aa) 60 days after the date on which the ap-
plication is filed; or
(bb) the date on which such State notifies
the associated person that it has denied the
application for registration or has stayed the
pendency of the application for cause.
(B) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)H)(ID—

(i) each of up to 3 associated persons of a broker or
dealer who are designated to effect transactions dur-
ing the absence or unavailability of the principal asso-
ciated person for a customer may be treated as an as-
soc&ated person to which such customer is assigned;
an

(i1) if the customer is present in another State for 30
or more consecutive days or has permanently changed
his or her residence to another State, a transaction is
not described in this paragraph, unless the associated
person of the broker or dealer files an application for
registration with such State not later than 10 business
days after the later of the date of the transaction, or
the date of the discovery of the presence of the cus-
tomer in the other State for 30 or more consecutive
days or the change in the customer’s residence.

() RULEMAKING To EXTEND REQUIREMENTS TO NEW HYBRID
ProbpuCTS.—

(1) CONSULTATION.—Prior to commencing a rulemaking
under this subsection, the Commission shall consult with and
seek the concurrence of the Board concerning the imposition of
broker or dealer registration requirements with respect to any
new hybrid product. In developing and promulgating rules
under this subsection, the Commission shall consider the views
of the Board, including views with respect to the nature of the
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new hybrid product; the history, purpose, extent, and appro-
priateness of the regulation of the new product under the Fed-
eral banking laws; and the impact of the proposed rule on the
banking industry.

(2) LiMmiTATION.—The Commission shall not—

(A) require a bank to register as a broker or dealer
under this section because the bank engages in any trans-
action in, or buys or sells, a new hybrid product; or

(B) bring an action against a bank for a failure to com-
ply with a requirement described in subparagraph (A),

unless the Commission has imposed such requirement by rule
or regulation issued in accordance with this section.

(3) CRITERIA FOR RULEMAKING.—The Commission shall not
impose a requirement under paragraph (2) of this subsection
with respect to any new hybrid product unless the Commission
determines that—

(A) the new hybrid product is a security; and

(B) imposing such requirement is necessary and appro-
priate in the public interest and for the protection of inves-
tors.

(4) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a determination under
paragraph (3), the Commission shall consider—

(A) the nature of the new hybrid product; and

(B) the history, purpose, extent, and appropriateness of
the regulation of the new hybrid product under the Fed-
eral securities laws and under the Federal banking laws.

(5) OBJECTION TO COMMISSION REGULATION.—

(A) FILING OF PETITION FOR REVIEW.—The Board may ob-
tain review of any final regulation described in paragraph
(2) in the United States Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit by filing in such court, not later than
60 days after the date of publication of the final regula-
tion, a written petition requesting that the regulation be
set aside. Any proceeding to challenge any such rule shall
be expedited by the Court of Appeals.

(B) TRANSMITTAL OF PETITION AND RECORD.—A copy of a
petition described in subparagraph (A) shall be trans-
mitted as soon as possible by the Clerk of the Court to an
officer or employee of the Commission designated for that
purpose. Upon receipt of the petition, the Commission
shall file with the court the regulation under review and
any documents referred to therein, and any other relevant
materials prescribed by the court.

(C) EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION.—On the date of the filing
of the petition under subparagraph (A), the court has juris-
diction, which becomes exclusive on the filing of the mate-
rials set forth in subparagraph (B), to affirm and enforce
or to set aside the regulation at issue.

(D) STANDARD OF REVIEW.—The court shall determine to
affirm and enforce or set aside a regulation of the Commis-
sion under this subsection, based on the determination of
the court as to whether—

(i) the subject product is a new hybrid product, as
defined in this subsection;
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(ii) the subject product is a security; and

(iii) imposing a requirement to register as a broker
or dealer for banks engaging in transactions in such
product is appropriate in light of the history, purpose,
and extent of regulation under the Federal securities
laws and under the Federal banking laws, giving def-
erence neither to the views of the Commission nor the
Board.

(E) JupiciAL stay.—The filing of a petition by the Board
pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall operate as a judicial
stay, until the date on which the determination of the
court is final (including any appeal of such determination).

(F) OTHER AUTHORITY TO CHALLENGE.—Any aggrieved
party may seek judicial review of the Commission’s rule-
making under this subsection pursuant to section 25 of
this title.

(6) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this subsection:

(A) NEW HYBRID PRODUCT.—The term “new hybrid prod-
uct” means a product that—

(i) was not subjected to regulation by the Commis-
sion as a security prior to the date of the enactment
of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act;

(i) is not an identified banking product as such
term is defined in section 206 of such Act; and

(ii1) is not an equity swap within the meaning of sec-
tion 206(a)(6) of such Act.

(B) BoARD.—The term “Board” means the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System.

(k) REGISTRATION OR SUCCESSION TO A UNITED STATES BROKER
OR DEALER.—In determining whether to permit a foreign person or
an affiliate of a foreign person to register as a United States broker
or dealer, or succeed to the registration of a United States broker
or dealer, the Commission may consider whether, for a foreign per-
son, or an affiliate of a foreign person that presents a risk to the
stability of the United States financial system, the home country
of the foreign person has adopted, or made demonstrable progress
toward adopting, an appropriate system of financial regulation to
mitigate such risk.

(1) TERMINATION OF A UNITED STATES BROKER OR DEALER.—For
a foreign person or an affiliate of a foreign person that presents
such a risk to the stability of the United States financial system,
the Commission may determine to terminate the registration of
such foreign person or an affiliate of such foreign person as a
broker or dealer in the United States, if the Commission deter-
mines that the home country of the foreign person has not adopted,
or made demonstrable progress toward adopting, an appropriate
system of financial regulation to mitigate such risk.

(m) HARMONIZATION OF ENFORCEMENT.—The enforcement au-
thority of the Commission with respect to violations of the standard
of conduct applicable to a broker or dealer providing personalized
irllvgstment advice about securities to a retail customer shall in-
clude—

(1) the enforcement authority of the Commission with re-
spect to such violations provided under this Act; and
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(2) the enforcement authority of the Commission with re-
spect to violations of the standard of conduct applicable to an
investment adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940,
inc(lluding the authority to impose sanctions for such violations,
an

the Commission shall seek to prosecute and sanction violators of
the standard of conduct applicable to a broker or dealer providing
personalized investment advice about securities to a retail cus-
tomer under this Act to the same extent as the Commission pros-
ecutes and sanctions violators of the standard of conduct applicable
to an investment advisor under the Investment Advisers Act of
1940.

(n) DISCLOSURES TO RETAIL INVESTORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of the
securities laws, the Commission may issue rules designating
documents or information that shall be provided by a broker or
dealer to a retail investor before the purchase of an investment
product or service by the retail investor.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing any rules under para-
graph (1), the Commission shall consider whether the rules
will promote investor protection, efficiency, competition, and
capital formation.

(3) FORM AND CONTENTS OF DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION.—
Any documents or information designated under a rule promul-
gated under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) be in a summary format; and
(B) contain clear and concise information about—
((ii) investment objectives, strategies, costs, and risks;
an
(i1) any compensation or other financial incentive re-
ceived by a broker, dealer, or other intermediary in
connection with the purchase of retail investment
products.

(0) AUTHORITY TO RESTRICT MANDATORY PRE-DISPUTE ARBITRA-
TION.—The Commission, by rule, may prohibit, or impose condi-
tions or limitations on the use of, agreements that require cus-
tomers or clients of any broker, dealer, or municipal securities deal-
er to arbitrate any future dispute between them arising under the
Federal securities laws, the rules and regulations thereunder, or
the rules of a self-regulatory organization if it finds that such pro-
hibition, imposition of conditions, or limitations are in the public
interest and for the protection of investors.

[(k)] (¢) STANDARD OF CONDUCT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act or the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the Commis-
sion may promulgate rules to provide that, with respect to a
broker or dealer, when providing personalized investment ad-
vice about securities to a retail customer (and such other cus-
tomers as the Commission may by rule provide), the standard
of conduct for such broker or dealer with respect to such cus-
tomer shall be the same as the standard of conduct applicable
to an investment adviser under section 211 of the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940. The receipt of compensation based on
commission or other standard compensation for the sale of se-
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curities shall not, in and of itself, be considered a violation of
such standard applied to a broker or dealer. Nothing in this
section shall require a broker or dealer or registered represent-
ative to have a continuing duty of care or loyalty to the cus-
tomer after providing personalized investment advice about se-
curities.

(2) DISCLOSURE OF RANGE OF PRODUCTS OFFERED.—Where a
broker or dealer sells only proprietary or other limited range
of products, as determined by the Commission, the Commission
may by rule require that such broker or dealer provide notice
to each retail customer and obtain the consent or acknowledg-
ment of the customer. The sale of only proprietary or other lim-
ited range of products by a broker or dealer shall not, in and
of itself, be considered a violation of the standard set forth in
paragraph (1).

(3) REQUIREMENTS PRIOR TO RULEMAKING.—The Commission
shall not promulgate a rule pursuant to paragraph (1) before
providing a report to the Committee on Financial Services of
the House of Representatives and the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate describing whether—

(A) retail investors (and such other customers as the
Commission may provide) are being harmed due to brokers
or dealers operating under different standards of conduct
than those that apply to investment advisors under section
21)1 of the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b-
11);

(B) alternative remedies will reduce any confusion or
harm to retail investors due to brokers or dealers operating
under different standards of conduct than those standards
that apply to investment advisors under section 211 of the
Investment Advisers Act of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b-11), in-
cluding—

(i) simplifying the titles used by brokers, dealers, and
investment advisers; and

(it) enhancing disclosure surrounding the different
standards of conduct currently applicable to brokers,
dealers, and investment aduvisers;

(C) the adoption of a uniform fiduciary standard of con-
duct for brokers, dealers, and investment advisors would
adversely impact the commissions of brokers and dealers,
the availability of proprietary products offered by brokers
and dealers, and the ability of brokers and dealers to en-
gage in principal transactions with customers; and

(D) the adoption of a uniform fiduciary standard of con-
duct for brokers or dealers and investment advisors would
adversely impact retail investor access to personalized and
cost-effective investment advice, recommendations about se-
curities, or the availability of such advice and rec-
ommendations.

(4) EcoNoMIC ANALYSIS.—The Commission’s conclusions con-
tained in the report described in paragraph (3) shall be sup-
ported by economic analysis.

(56) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROMULGATING A RULE.—The Com-
mission shall publish in the Federal Register alongside the rule



72

promulgated pursuant to paragraph (1) formal findings that
such rule would reduce confusion or harm to retail customers
(and such other customers as the Commission may by rule pro-
vide) due to different standards of conduct applicable to bro-
kers, dealers, and investment advisors.

(6) REQUIREMENTS UNDER INVESTMENT ADVISERS ACT OF
1940.—In proposing rules under paragraph (1) for brokers or
dealers, the Commission shall consider the differences in the
registration, supervision, and examination requirements appli-
cable to brokers, dealers, and investment advisors.

[(D] (r) OTHER MATTERS.—The Commission shall—

(1) facilitate the provision of simple and clear disclosures to
investors regarding the terms of their relationships with bro-
kers, dealers, and investment advisers, including any material
conflicts of interest; and

(2) examine and, where appropriate, promulgate rules pro-
hibiting or restricting certain sales practices, conflicts of inter-
est, and compensation schemes for brokers, dealers, and in-
vestment advisers that the Commission deems contrary to the
public interest and the protection of investors.

[(G)]1 (p) The authority of the Commission under this section with
respect to security-based swap agreements shall be subject to the
restrictions and limitations of section 3A(b) of this title.

* * * * * * *

MUNICIPAL SECURITIES

SEcC. 15B. (a)(1)(A) It shall be unlawful for any municipal securi-
ties dealer (other than one registered as a broker or dealer under
section 15 of this title) to make use of the mails or any means or
instrumentality of interstate commerce to effect any transaction in,
or to induce or attempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any mu-
nicipal security unless such municipal securities dealer is reg-
istered in accordance with this subsection.

(B) It shall be unlawful for a municipal advisor to pro-
vide advice to or on behalf of a municipal entity or obli-
gated person with respect to municipal financial products
or the issuance of municipal securities, or to undertake a
solicitation of a municipal entity or obligated person, un-
less the municipal advisor is registered in accordance with
this subsection.

(2) A municipal securities dealer or municipal advisor may be
registered by filing with the Commission an application for reg-
istration in such form and containing such information and docu-
ments concerning such municipal securities dealer or municipal ad-
visor and any person associated with such municipal securities
dealer or municipal advisor as the Commission, by rule, may pre-
scribe as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the
protection of investors. Within forty-five days of the date of the fil-
ing of such application (or within such longer period as to which
the applicant consents), the Commission shall—

(A) by order grant registration, or
(B) institute proceedings to determine whether registration
should be denied. Such proceedings shall include notice of the
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grounds for denial under consideration and opportunity for
hearing and shall be concluded within one hundred twenty
days of the date of the filing of the application for registration.
At the conclusion of such proceedings the Commission, by
order, shall grant or deny such registration. The Commission
may extend the time for the conclusion of such proceedings for
up to ninety days if it finds good cause for such extension and
publishes its reasons for so finding or for such longer period as
to which the applicant consents.
The Commission shall grant the registration of a municipal securi-
ties dealer or municipal advisor if the Commission finds that the
requirements of this section are satisfied. The Commission shall
deny such registration if it does not make such a finding or if it
finds that if the applicant were so registered, its registration would
be subject to suspension or revocation under subsection (c¢) of this
section.

(3) Any provision of this title (other than section 5 or paragraph
(1) of this subsection) which prohibits any act, practice, or course
of business if the mails or any means or instrumentality of inter-
state commerce is used in connection therewith shall also prohibit
any such act, practice, or course of business by any registered mu-
nicipal securities dealer or municipal advisor or any person acting
on behalf of such municipal securities dealer or municipal advisor,
irrespective of any use of the mails or any means or instrumen-
tality of interstate commerce in connection therewith.

(4) The Commission, by rule or order, upon its own motion or
upon application, may conditionally or unconditionally exempt any
broker, dealer, municipal securities dealer, or municipal advisor, or
class of brokers, dealers, municipal securities dealers, or municipal
advisors from any provision of this section or the rules or regula-
tions thereunder, if the Commission finds that such exemption is
consistent with the public interest, the protection of investors, and
the purposes of this section.

(5) No municipal advisor shall make use of the mails or any
means or instrumentality of interstate commerce to provide ad-
vice to or on behalf of a municipal entity or obligated person
with respect to municipal financial products, the issuance of
municipal securities, or to undertake a solicitation of a munic-
ipal entity or obligated person, in connection with which such
municipal advisor engages in any fraudulent, deceptive, or ma-
nipulative act or practice.

(b)(1) The Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board shall be com-
posed of 15 members, or such other number of members as speci-
fied by rules of the Board pursuant to paragraph (2)(B),, which
shall perform the duties set forth in this section. The members of
the Board shall serve as members for a term of 3 years or for such
other terms as specified by rules of the Board pursuant to para-
graph (2)(B), and shall consist of (A) 8 individuals who are inde-
pendent of any municipal securities broker, municipal securities
dealer, or municipal advisor, at least 1 of whom shall be represent-
ative of institutional or retail investors in municipal securities, at
least 1 of whom shall be representative of municipal entities, and
at least 1 of whom shall be a member of the public with knowledge
of or experience in the municipal industry (which members are
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hereinafter referred to as “public representatives”); and (B) 7 indi-
viduals who are associated with a broker, dealer, municipal securi-
ties dealer, or municipal advisor, including at least 1 individual
who is associated with and representative of brokers, dealers, or
municipal securities dealers that are not banks or subsidiaries or
departments or divisions of banks (which members are hereinafter
referred to as “broker-dealer representatives”), at least 1 individual
who is associated with and representative of municipal securities
dealers which are banks or subsidiaries or departments or divisions
of banks (which members are hereinafter referred to as “bank rep-
resentatives”), and at least 1 individual who is associated with a
municipal advisor (which members are hereinafter referred to as
“advisor representatives” and, together with the broker-dealer rep-
resentatives and the bank representatives, are referred to as “regu-
lated representatives”). Each member of the board shall be knowl-
edgeable of matters related to the municipal securities markets.
Prior to the expiration of the terms of office of the initial members
of the Board, an election shall be held under rules adopted by the
Board (pursuant to subsection (b)(2)(B) of this section) of the mem-
bers to succeed such initial members.

(2) The Board shall propose and adopt rules to effect the pur-
poses of this title with respect to transactions in municipal securi-
ties effected by brokers, dealers, and municipal securities dealers
and advice provided to or on behalf of municipal entities or obli-
gated persons by brokers, dealers, municipal securities dealers, and
municipal advisors with respect to municipal financial products,
the issuance of municipal securities, and solicitations of municipal
entities or obligated persons undertaken by brokers, dealers, mu-
nicipal securities dealers, and municipal advisors. The rules of the
Board, as a minimum, shall:

(A) provide that no municipal securities broker or municipal
securities dealer shall effect any transaction in, or induce or at-
tempt to induce the purchase or sale of, any municipal secu-
rity, and no broker, dealer, municipal securities dealer, or mu-
nicipal advisor shall provide advice to or on behalf of a munic-
ipal entity or obligated person with respect to municipal finan-
cial products or the issuance of municipal securities, unless
such municipal securities broker or municipal securities dealer
meets such standards of operational capability and such mu-
nicipal securities broker or municipal securities dealer and
every natural person associated with such municipal securities
broker or municipal securities dealer meets such standards of
training, experience, competence, and such other qualifications
as the Board finds necessary or appropriate in the public inter-
est or for the protection of investors and municipal entities or
obligated persons. In connection with the definition and appli-
cation of such standards the Board may—

(i) appropriately classify municipal securities brokers,
municipal securities dealers, and municipal advisors (tak-
ing into account relevant matters, including types of busi-
ness done, nature of securities other than municipal secu-
rities sold, and character of business organization), and
persons associated with municipal securities brokers, mu-
nicipal securities dealers, and municipal advisors;
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(i1) specify that all or any portion of such standards shall
be applicable to any such class; and

(ii1) require persons in any such class to pass tests ad-
ministered in accordance with subsection (c)(7) of this sec-
tion.

(B) establish fair procedures for the nomination and election
of members of the Board and assure fair representation in such
nominations and elections of public representatives, broker
dealer representatives, bank representatives, and advisor rep-
resentatives. Such rules—

(i) shall provide that the number of public representa-
tives of the Board shall at all times exceed the total num-
ber of regulated representatives and that the membership
shall at all times be as evenly divided in number as pos-
sible between public representatives and regulated rep-
resentatives;

(i1) shall specify the length or lengths of terms members
shall serve;

(iii) may increase the number of members which shall
constitute the whole Board, provided that such number is
an odd number; and

(iv) shall establish requirements regarding the independ-
ence of public representatives.

(C) be designed to prevent fraudulent and manipulative acts
and practices, to promote just and equitable principles of trade,
to foster cooperation and coordination with persons engaged in
regulating, clearing, settling, processing information with re-
spect to, and facilitating transactions in municipal securities
and municipal financial products, to remove impediments to
and perfect the mechanism of a free and open market in mu-
nicipal securities and municipal financial products, and, in
general, to protect investors, municipal entities, obligated per-
sons, and the public interest; and not be designed to permit
unfair discrimination among customers, municipal entities, ob-
ligated persons, municipal securities brokers, municipal securi-
ties dealers, or municipal advisors, to fix minimum profits, to
impose any schedule or fix rates of commissions, allowances,
discounts, or other fees to be charged by municipal securities
brokers, municipal securities dealers, or municipal advisors, to
regulate by virtue of any authority conferred by this title mat-
ters not related to the purpose of this title or the administra-
tion of the Board, or to impose any burden on competition not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance of the purposes of this
title.

(D) if the Board deems appropriate, provide for the arbitra-
tion of claims, disputes, and controversies relating to trans-
actions in municipal securities and advice concerning munic-
ipal financial products: Provided, however, that no person other
than a municipal securities broker, municipal securities dealer,
municipal advisor, or person associated with such a municipal
securities broker, municipal securities dealer, or municipal ad-
visor may be compelled to submit to such arbitration except at
his instance and in accordance with section 29 of this title.
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(E) provide for the periodic examination in accordance with
subsection (¢)(7) of this section of municipal securities brokers,
municipal securities dealers, and municipal advisors to deter-
mine compliance with applicable provisions of this title, the
rules and regulations thereunder, and the rules of the Board.
Such rules shall specify the minimum scope and frequency of
such examinations and shall be designed to avoid unnecessary
regulatory duplication or undue regulatory burdens for any
such municipal securities broker, municipal securities dealer,
or municipal advisor.

(F) include provisions governing the form and content of
quotations relating to municipal securities which may be dis-
tributed or published by any municipal securities broker, mu-
nicipal securities dealer, or person associated with such a mu-
nicipal securities broker or municipal securities dealer, and the
persons to whom such quotations may be supplied. Such rules
relating to quotations shall be designed to produce fair and in-
formative quotations, to prevent fictitious or misleading
quotations, and to promote orderly procedures for collecting,
distributing, and publishing quotations.

(G) prescribe records to be made and kept by municipal secu-
rities brokers, municipal securities dealers, and municipal ad-
visors and the periods for which such records shall be pre-
served.

(H) define the term “separately identifiable department or
division”, as that term is used in section 3(a)(30) of this title,
in accordance with specified and appropriate standards to as-
sure that a bank is not deemed to be engaged in the business
of buying and selling municipal securities through a separately
identifiable department or division unless such department or
division is organized and administered so as to permit inde-
pendent examination and enforcement of applicable provisions
of this title, the rules and regulations thereunder, and the
rules of the Board. A separately identifiable department or di-
vision of a bank may be engaged in activities other than those
relating to municipal securities.

(I) provide for the operation and administration of the Board,
including the selection of a Chairman from among the mem-
bers of the Board, the compensation of the members of the
Board, and the appointment and compensation of such employ-
ees, attorneys, and consultants as may be necessary or appro-
priate to carry out the Board’s functions under this section.

(J) provide that each municipal securities broker, municipal
securities dealer, and municipal advisor shall pay to the Board
such reasonable fees and charges as may be necessary or ap-
propriate to defray the costs and expenses of operating and ad-
ministering the Board. Such rules shall specify the amount of
such fees and charges, which may include charges for failure
to submit to the Board, or to any information system operated
by the Board, within the prescribed timeframes, any items of
information or documents required to be submitted under any
rule issued by the Board.

(K) establish the terms and conditions under which any
broker, dealer, or municipal securities dealer may sell, or pro-
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hibit any broker, dealer, or municipal securities dealer from
selling, any part of a new issue of municipal securities to a re-
lated account of a broker, dealer, or municipal securities dealer
during the underwriting period.

(L) with respect to municipal advisors—

(i) prescribe means reasonably designed to prevent acts,
practices, and courses of business as are not consistent
with a municipal advisor’s fiduciary duty to its clients;

(i1) provide continuing education requirements for mu-
nicipal advisors;

(i11) provide professional standards; and

(iv) not impose a regulatory burden on small municipal
advisors that is not necessary or appropriate in the public
interest and for the protection of investors, municipal enti-
ties, and obligated persons, provided that there is robust
protection of investors against fraud.

(3) The Board, in conjunction with or on behalf of any Fed-
eral financial regulator or self-regulatory organization, may—

(A) establish information systems; and

(B) assess such reasonable fees and charges for the sub-
mission of information to, or the receipt of information
from, such systems from any persons which systems may
be 