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What is a County Committee?

e Authorized by Congress
In 1930s.

« Critical component of
the day-to-day
operations of FSA.

e More than 7,700
committee members
serve on more than
2,200 committees
nationwide.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The County Committees were originally authorized by Congress in the 1930s, to allow grassroots input and local administration of programs.

County Committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. Members vote to come to consensus on various items including yield determination for the county, the County Executive Director (CED) ratings and hiring, and approving producer applications when required for various Farm Programs.

More than 7,700 committee members serve on more than 2,200 committees nationwide.

Source: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_Federal_Notices/countycomm_2012.pdf 

Photo source:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926150681/in/dateposted/ (woman with peaches)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926150809/in/dateposted/ (man with fruit on head)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926150761/in/dateposted/ (man holding up plants)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3926156113/in/photostream/  (women in field on tractor and horse)
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Role of County Committee Members

 Help area farmers,
ranchers and
foresters.

* Deliver federal
programs locally.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3865900196/in/dateposted/ (woman checking tomato)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3903034113/in/dateposted/ (people watching pigs)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6033120954/in/dateposted/ (buying at market)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6053939250/in/dateposted/ (farmer with goat)
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Why Are County Committees Important?

Make Decisions on:

— Price support loans
& payments

— Acreage verification

— Conservation
programs

— Incentive, indemnity
& disaster
payments

— Payment eligibility



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3948483018/in/dateposted/ (apples)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/3947933228/in/dateposted/ (field with tractor)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4190457716/in/dateposted/ (women testing soil)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5791494582/in/dateposted/ (in crop fields with water)
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Duties of the County Committee

* Inform farmers of the
purpose and provisions of
FSA programs.

« Keep the State FSA
Committee informed of local
administrative area (LAA)
conditions.

* Monitor changes in farm
programs.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4883316908/in/dateposted/ (man in hoop house with plants)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4944667853/in/dateposted/ (family in field talking)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5033715125/in/dateposted/ (FSA youth)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5011163897/in/dateposted/ (at farmers market)
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Duties of the County Committee

Continued...

o Participate in monthly
meetings.

« Make recommendations
to State Committee on
existing programs.

e Ensure underserved
farmers and ranchers are
fairly represented.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4930061904/in/dateposted/ (grapes)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4930170630/in/dateposted/ (man with cows)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5244045440/in/dateposted/ (at meeting table)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5573841811/in/dateposted/ (woman with lettuce)
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Get Involved

USDA encourages
all eligible farmers,
ranchers and
foresters to
participate in the
county committee
election process.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4904252469/in/dateposted/ (ladies with baskets)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5634754744/in/dateposted/ (man with cows)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6083150234/in/dateposted/ (friends)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/26678980070/in/dateposted/ (in warehouse)
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Who serves on County Committees?

To hold office as a COC member or alternate, a person
must fulfill each requirement:

v Be a producer with an interest in farming or
ranching operations

v’ Participate or cooperate in any FSA program
provided for by law

v Be a U.S. Citizen
v Be of legal voting age
v Meet the basic eligibility requirements

v Reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in
which they will be serving.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candidate.  Additionally, organizations representing underserved (minority and women) farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates.  Nomination forms are filed for the county committee of the office that administers a producers’ farm records.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A.  The form includes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected.  This form is available at the FSA county office and online at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Nomination forms for the 2018 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA county office by August 1, 2018.
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Committee Basics

e 3to 11 Members

e 3-year Terms

« Advisors appointed annually to represent women
and minority interests



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5332691511/in/dateposted/ (men in hoop house)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/27310263971/in/dateposted/ (brainstorming)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/23317748765/in/dateposted/ (man with flowers)
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Role of the Advisor

Officially appointed by the FSA state committee
based on county committee or community-
based organizations recommendations.

Appointed to county committees in counties or
multi-county jurisdictions that have significant
numbers of underserved producers, but lack
such members on FSA county committee.

Provide diverse viewpoints and represent the
Interests of underserved communities in the
decisions made by the County Committee.

*Non-voting position


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a non-voting position.

Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5733884851/in/dateposted/ (family of 4)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5811690833/in/dateposted/ (field meeting)
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How do | participate in the County
Committee elections?

e Nominate
e \ote
e [Inform others


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/4863432063/in/dateposted/ (couple)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5746850679/in/dateposted/ (informing others)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/6144162527/in/dateposted/ (handing forms)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/29971665344/in/dateposted/ (women at table)
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Who can Vote?

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or
ranch as either:

» An individual who meets one or more of the following:
Uis eligible to vote in one’s own right
UIs a partner of a general partnership
dIs a member of a joint venture


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A person who meets the requirements in number 1 or number 2, as well as number 3, is eligible to vote in the 2018 county committee elections. 



“usDA

|
United States Department of Agriculture

2018 FSA County Committee Elections
Who can Vote? Continued...

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or
ranch as either:

» A non-individual who Is the authorized representative
of a legal entity, such as:

A corporation, estate, trust, limited partnership or
other business enterprise, excluding general
partnership and joint ventures

LA state, political subdivision of a state or any state
agency. (only the designated representative may
cast a vote for the entity)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A person who meets the requirements in number 1 or number 2, as well as number 3, is eligible to vote in the 2018 county committee elections. 
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Who can Vote? Continued...

OR

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts
the farming operations of an entire farm.

AND

3. Participates or cooperates in an FSA program that is
provided by law.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A person who meets the requirements in number 1 or number 2, as well as number 3, is eligible to vote in the 2018 county committee elections. 
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County Committee Elections 2018

Timeline

 June 15, 2018 - Nomination period begins.
Request nomination forms from any local USDA
Service Center or obtain online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

 Aug. 1, 2018 - Last day to file nomination forms at
the local USDA Service Center.
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County Committee Elections 2018

Timeline Continued...

 Nov. 5, 2018 — Ballots mailed to eligible voters.

 Dec. 3, 2018 — Last day to return voted ballots to the
USDA Service Center.

e Jan. 1, 2019 - Newly elected county committee
members take office.
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N O m | n atl n g i I - e

(03-15-18) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or Print Nominee's Full Name| TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

4. INTIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE RECEIVED

 Runs June 15 - August 1 -

& 1 7 STATE

3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION: 8. NOMINATOR'S CERTIFICATION:

I hereby agree to have my name placed on Wb i If this .'w'm'm‘mn is By other than seif the following eligible voter or

- shat T wi .

elected, and [f there is a conflict af mn i = ] T " of a community based organization herely nomingres the

. O I I l I I l a ‘ O u rS e O r O e rS afore-named percon to be a candidate in the next County F54 Committes
DO want to wimess the settling of tied votes with another nominee. election for the county.

T DO NOT want to wimess the settling of tied votes with another nomines.
3A_ SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE 3B. DATE 24, SIGNATURE OF NOMINATOR 8B. DATE
heck here if nominee is a write-in candidate. (If the indivi is self inating, no sig is required).

] .
9. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE
. O r I I I S aval a e O I l I I I e a VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal Government in
order to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on the basis of race, color,

national argin. refigion. sex. marital status, handicapped condition. or age. You are not required to fumish this information, but are

.
encouraged to do so. This informaticn will not be used in evaluating ur nomination or to discriminate against you in any way.
WWW.1Sa.usda.gov/eleCctions | == - =

- Hispanic or Latine American Indian or Alaska Natve Black or African-American Male
O r rO I I l al l y O I ‘ e Not Hispanic or Latino Asian Mative Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander Female
White

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:
ITEM 1 Type or Print the nominee’s full name. The nomines must be:
A. Eligible to vote in the designated County F3A Committee election.
qible to hold the office of County FSA Commitiee member.

- B.
. C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM 2 Enter the nominee's curment address.

ITEM 3 The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEMS 3A 83B  The nominee must sign and date.
ITEMS 8A & BB  The nominator must sign and date. (If the individual iz self nominating, no sig is required.)
ITEM 9 Completing this item is voluntary.
ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 1, 2018.
NOTE: Vg staement s made in it the Pr ¥ Act of 1074 {5 USC 552a - a5 amended]. The authorty for requesting the information identified on this

form s 7 CFR Part 7 and fhe Agricufural At of 2014 (Pub. L 113-70). The informatin wil be wSed fo abfaln nominees for election & the County FSA Commitee. The
Informaion collected on this form may be disclased o ofher Federal, SiEte. Local govemment agencles. Tnbal agendles, and nongovemments! entifies that have been
auehorzed SC0ess fo the infarmation by Safute or rEquiaton Snd‘or a5 described In anpicabie Routine Lises identifed in the SysiEm of Records Nofce far County
Personnel Recorms, USDAFSA-E Providing th S€ NEME, S00ESE, and naminator: (when appiicatie) Infarmation 15 voluniary. but
necessary for Drocessing the form. Falure to fumish the nomines name, address, swr.re«trae- and nominafor Sgnafreddste (when apolicabie] Information will result
In & determination of INENgiy for Romination for election to the County FSA Comm

According o the Psperwork Reduchion Act of 1905, 3n Spency may nof conglict or SDONSOr. Snd 3 Darson Is ot required to respond fo, 3 caliection of INfbrmaticn uniess
It céspiays 3 vaild OME control number. The valld OMB control number for this Information collection /s 0500-022¢. The fme requ \'95‘00 comgplefe s information
callection is estimated fo average 10 minules per response, Including the time for reviewing INIUCions. Searching existing dats SoUrtes. paterng and mainfaning the
03 NEEOEC, 3Nd COMOIEANG SN FEVIERTY] I SOISCIoN OF INIMET0N. The DADWSIONS F NO0MOIETe CRTWEI SN GvVI TaUG, Hvack. and omer Santes may e
applicanie o Me information provided. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
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Voting

e Period runs
Nov. 5 — Dec. 3,

2018

* Voters cast 1 vote
per county office
jurisdiction
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Where Can | Get More Information?

Visit your local FSA office
or Visit:
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5278175108/in/dateposted/ (youth planting)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5384208423/in/dateposted/ (men picking blueberries)
Photo source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/5573843101/in/dateposted/ (woman with hog)
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