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CDC’s Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID), an open-access, peer-reviewed journal available to readers 
online and in print, has published thousands of scientific articles that discuss disease emergence, pre-
vention, and elimination since 1995. The journal provides unrestricted access to its current and archived 
content and has developed various search tools to make it easier to find and use this trove of informa-
tion. This 2018 Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal Report highlights key achievements and metrics that 
show EID is successfully reaching its core public health audiences. 

Three key metrics reveal how valuable 
the journal’s content is for readers. First, 
EID’s online page views exceeded 7.2 
million in 2017. Second, EID’s most re-
cent journal impact factor* score of 8.22 
ranked first among open-access journals 
and third among the 80-plus infectious 
disease journals tracked. Third, EID’s 
content available from PubMed Central, 
the U.S. National Library of Medicine’s digital repository, was accessed 3,006,586 times—up 251,666 
from 2016 and an eightfold increase since 2009, the first year those data were available.

Much of this success is due to EID’s hardworking Associate Editors and Editorial Board who volunteer 
their time and expertise to ensure that EID’s independent peer review is rigorous and thorough and that 
its content is relevant for public health professionals in infectious diseases and related sciences. Thank 
you for your continued support of EID. If you have ideas or feedback about this document or about the 
journal, please let us know.

Sincerely,
D. Peter Drotman
Editor-in-Chief, Emerging Infectious Diseases

*�Clarivate Analytics now tracks journal impact factors, which were reported by the Institute for Scientific Information, or ISI, 
before 2017.

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

2017 Reviewers
Emerging Infectious Diseases thanks its 1,476 reviewers for their support 

through thoughtful, thorough, and timely reviews in 2017. 
See the lists of reviewers 2012–2017 at  

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/page/reviewers

Cover image of Candida auris from Emerging Infectious Diseases, Vol. 23, No. 2, February 2017.

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
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Metrics

Google Scholar  
h-Index 2017

Epidemiology:
2nd among open-access journals
2nd among top 20 publications

Communicable Diseases:
1st among open-access journals
5th among top 20 publications

2017 Impact Factor  
(Journal Citation Reports, 2016)

2017 Impact Factor: 8.22–EID’s highest impact factor to date 
Ranked 1st among open-access infectious disease journals

and 3rd among 84 infectious disease journals  

PubMed/
PubMed Central

PubMed citations for 2017: 78,022
PubMed Central article views  

for 2017: 3,006,586

EID, through arrangements with the  
National  Library of Medicine, now  

publishes abstracts for all of its  
ahead-of-print content in PubMed. 

Page Views®

EID website:  
7,216,240 

Full text content is available  
in PubMed Central,  

CrossRef, and LinkOut

Social Media

https://go.usa.gov/x5kSH

New Online
Features

Search results for 2017  
from Article Map and  

Advanced Search option: 3,950

Article Map  
and Advanced  
Search Results

Submissions and  
Acceptance 

EID receives more than 2,000 
manuscripts annually, and accepts 

about 25% for publication

EID received 2,169  
manuscripts in 2017
EID published 537  

peer-reviewed articles

Circulation
2017 

Total online recipients: 163,906
EID Table of Contents: 101,340 
Total print subscriptions: 4,670

2016 
Total online recipients: 156,178
EID Table of Contents: 92,412 
Total print subscriptions: 4,625 

International Scope
2017 

Accepted manuscript from 
authors in 114 countries

2016 
Accepted manuscripts

from authors in 110 countries

CME Accredited  CME credits earned (for 2016,  
last available data): 42,909

CME articles published  
per year: 24
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Spotlights and World Health Days
EID’s collections of articles and podcasts consoli-
dated by Spotlight Topics and World Health Days 
provide readers fast access to some of the journal’s 
most in-demand content. 

New Search Features
EID added two new search features. The Advanced Article 
Search allows searches by keywords, author names, and date 
ranges plus multiple sorting options. The Articles by Country 
Search allows readers to find articles from specific countries by 
using a map or table and to refine results by article type and 
volume and issue.

Podcasts 
EID added 27 new podcasts to its collection, which 
now includes more than 200 titles. EID podcasts 
continue to be very popular, and the collection has 
amassed millions of views.  

Global Health Security Supplement
In 2017, EID published a Global Health Security supplement to 
its December issue in collaboration with CDC’s Center for Global 
Health. This supplement includes 32 articles on topics ranging 
from preventing and controlling disease outbreaks and  
emergencies to building and maintaining global preparedness  
for pandemic threats.

Activities

EID’s emphasis on national and international public perspective 
stimulates national and global interest in surveillance, response, 
and preparedness to outbreaks; factors known to influence emer-
gence; laboratory and epidemiologic findings; and other key areas. 

Each issue features a number of articles related to a theme, 
thereby increasing focus on specific public health topics as well 
as including a mix of articles from around the world on emerging 
and reemerging infectious diseases, often from the areas expe-
riencing outbreaks. Last year, EID’s themes included modeling, 
fungal infections, tuberculosis, emerging viruses, antimicrobial 
resistance, central nervous system infections, bacterial infections, 
pneumonia, and zoonotic infections. 

To ensure that its vital public health content can reach the largest 
possible audience, EID has always been an open-access journal 
in the public domain with all content available without charge, 
both online and in print. Full-text content of Emerging Infectious 
Diseases is digitally archived each month and is available via 
PubMed Central and CrossRef. 

EID is intended for professionals, fellows, and students in infec-
tious diseases and related sciences, and it welcomes and pub-
lishes articles from infectious disease specialists in academia, 
industry, clinical practice, and public health.

Scope and Focus 

Connecting with Audiences
Citations of EID’s articles in other peer-re-
viewed journals are a key measure of how well 
EID connects with its target audiences and the 
impact of those articles. Below are EID’s most 
frequently cited articles within the scientific 
community, as measured by Scopus, which is 
the largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed 
scientific literature:

Food-related Illness and Death in the United States    	

�Foodborne Illness Acquired in the United States— 
Major Pathogens
Biofilms: Microbial Life on Surfaces 
Global Illness and Deaths Caused by Rotavirus Disease  
in Children
Community-Acquired Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus  
aureus Carrying Panton-Valentine Leukocidin Genes:  
Worldwide emergence

The social impact of EID’s articles can be measured through  
Altmetrics—qualitative data that are complementary to traditional, 
citation-based metrics—which tracks mentions of research articles 
in the mainstream media, public policy documents, social and  
academic networks, and postpublication peer-review forums. It cal-
culates a score based on how much attention an article receives. 
These EID articles have the highest cumulative Altmetric scores:

Cat-Scratch Disease in the United States, 2005–2013 

Outbreak-Related Disease Burden Associated with  
Consumption of Unpasteurized Cow’s Milk and Cheese,  
United States, 2009–2014 

Potential Sexual Transmission of Zika Virus 

Diphyllobothrium nihonkaiense Tapeworm Larvae in Salmon 
from North America

Probable Non–Vector-borne Transmission of Zika Virus,  
Colorado, USA 

EID’s most cited and most popular articles rarely overlap, but a notable exception is 1918 Influenza: the Mother of All 
Pandemics, which is in the the tenth most-cited and sixth most popular article. 

https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/scopus
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/5/5/99-0502_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/8/9/02-0063_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/17/1/P1-1101_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/9/5/02-0562_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/9/8/03-0089_article
https://www.altmetric.com/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/22/10/16-0115_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/6/15-1603_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/21/2/14-1363_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/2/16-1026_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/17/5/10-1939_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/page/spotlight-topics
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/page/world-health-days
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/AdvancedSearch
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ArticleMap
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EID Staff
Editor-in-Chief

D. Peter Drotman
Editorial Board

Timothy Barrett, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Barry J. Beaty, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA
Martin J. Blaser, New York, New York, USA
Richard Bradbury, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
Christopher Braden, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Arturo Casadevall, Baltimore, Maryland, USA
Kenneth C. Castro, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Benjamin J. Cowling, Hong Kong, China
Vincent Deubel, Shanghai, China
Christian Drosten, Charité Berlin, Germany
Isaac Chun-Hai Fung, Statesboro, Georgia, USA
Kathleen Gensheimer, Yarmouth, Maine, USA
Duane J. Gubler, Singapore
Richard L. Guerrant, Charlottesville, Virginia, USA
Scott Halstead, Arlington, Virginia, USA
Katrina Hedberg, Portland, Oregon, USA
David L. Heymann, London, UK
Keith Klugman, Seattle, Washington, USA
Takeshi Kurata, Tokyo, Japan
S.K. Lam, Damansara Utame, Malaysia
Stuart Levy, Boston, Massachusetts, USA
John S. MacKenzie, Perth, Australia
John E. McGowan, Jr., Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Jennifer H. McQuiston, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
Tom Marrie, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
Nkuchia M. M’ikanatha, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, USA 
Frederick A. Murphy, Bethesda, Maryland, USA
Barbara E. Murray, Houston, Texas, USA
Stephen M. Ostroff, Silver Spring, Maryland, USA
Marguerite Pappaioanou, Bethesda, Maryland, USA
Johann D. Pitout, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Mario Raviglione, Prévessin-Moëns, France
David Relman, Palo Alto, California, USA
Guenael R. Rodier, Geneva, Switzerland 
Connie Schmaljohn, Frederick, Maryland, USA
Tom Schwan, Hamilton, Montana, USA
Rosemary Soave, New York, New York, USA
P. Frederick Sparling, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA
Robert Swanepoel, Johannesburg, South Africa
Phillip Tarr, St. Louis, Missouri, USA
John Ward, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
Jeffrey Scott Weese, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 
Mary E. Wilson, Boston, Massachusetts, USA

Associate Editors
Paul Arguin, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Charles Ben Beard, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA
Ermias Belay, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
David Bell, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
Sharon Bloom, Atlanta, GA, USA
Mary Brandt, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Corrie Brown, Athens, Georgia, USA
Charles Calisher, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA
Michel Drancourt, Marseille, France
Paul V. Effler, Perth, Australia
Anthony Fiore, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
David Freedman, Birmingham, Alabama, USA
Peter Gerner-Smidt, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Stephen Hadler, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
Matthew Kuehnert, Edison, New Jersey, USA 
Nina Marano, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Martin I. Meltzer, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
David Morens, Bethesda, Maryland, USA
J. Glenn Morris, Gainesville, Florida, USA
Patrice Nordmann, Fribourg, Switzerland
Ann Powers, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA
Didier Raoult, Marseille, France
Pierre Rollin, Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Frank Sorvillo, Los Angeles, California, USA
David Walker, Galveston, Texas, USA
J. Todd Weber, Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Managing Editor
Byron Breedlove, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 

Copy Editors Kristina Clark, Dana Dolan, Karen Foster,  
Thomas Gryczan, Jean Michaels Jones, Michelle Moran, 
Shannon O’Connor, Jude Rutledge, P. Lynne Stockton, 
Deborah Wenger 

Production Thomas Eheman, William Hale, Barbara 
Segal, Reginald Tucker

Editorial Assistants Kristine Phillips, Susan Richardson

Communications/Social Media Sarah Logan Gregory

Founding Editor
Joseph E. McDade, Rome, Georgia, USA
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Subscription and Contact Information
Emerging Infectious Diseases is an open-  
access, international, peer-reviewed journal. 

Visit the EID website to subscribe to the journal’s 
monthly table of contents.

EID is published monthly by the Centers  
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
1600 Clifton Road, Mailstop D61, Atlanta, GA 
30329-4027, USA • Phone: 404-639-1960 
Fax: 404-639-1954 • E-mail: eideditor@cdc.gov 

The conclusions, findings, and opinions expressed by authors contributing to this journal  
do not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, the Public Health Service, the Centers for Disease Control and  
Prevention, or the authors’ affiliated institutions. Use of trade names is for identification  

only and does not imply endorsement by any of the groups named above.

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/

