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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 115TH
CONGRESS

RULE I.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—(1) The Rules of the House
shall govern the procedure of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees, and the Rules of the Committee on Agriculture so far as appli-
cable shall be interpreted in accordance with the Rules of the
House, except that a motion to recess from day to day, and a mo-
tion to dispense with the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolu-
tion, if printed copies are available, are non-debatable privileged
motions in the Committee and its subcommittees. (See Appendix A
for the applicable Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives.)

(2) As provided in clause 1(a)(1) of House Rule XI, each Sub-
committee is part of the Committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and its Rules so far as applicable.
(See also Committee rules III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII and XI, infra.)

(b) Authority to Conduct Investigations.—The Committee and its
subcommittees, after consultation with the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, may conduct such investigations and studies as they may
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consider necessary or appropriate in the exercise of their respon-
sibilities under Rule X of the Rules of the House and in accordance
with clause 2(m) of House Rule XI.

(c) Authority to Print.—The Committee is authorized by the
Rules of the House to have printed and bound testimony and other
data presented at hearings held by the Committee and its sub-
committees. All costs of stenographic services and transcripts in
connection with any meeting or hearing of the Committee and its
subcommittees shall be paid from applicable accounts of the House
described in clause 1(k)(1) of House Rule X in accordance with
clause 1(c) of House Rule XI. (See also paragraphs (d), (e) and (f)
of Committee rule IX.)

(d) Vice Chairman.—The Member of the majority party on the
Committee or Subcommittee designated by the Chairman of the
full Committee shall be the vice chairman of the Committee or
Subcommittee in accordance with clause 2(d) of House Rule XI.

(e) Presiding Member.—If the Chairman of the Committee or
Subcommittee is not present at any Committee or Subcommittee
meeting or hearing, the vice chairman shall preside. If the Chair-
man and vice chairman of the Committee or Subcommittee are not
present at a Committee or Subcommittee meeting or hearing the
ranking Member of the majority party who is present shall preside
in accordance with clause 2(d) of House Rule XI.

(f) Publication of Rules.—The Committee’s Rules shall be publicly
available in electronic form and published in the Congressional
Record not later than 30 days after the Chair is elected in each
odd-numbered year as provided in clause 2(a) of House Rule XI.

(g) Joint Committee Reports of Investigation or Study.—A report
of an investigation or study conducted jointly by more than one
committee may be filed jointly, provided that each of the commit-
tees complies independently with all requirements for approval and
filing of the report.

RULE II.—COMMITTEE BUSINESS MEETINGS—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL
AND SPECIAL

(a) Regular Meetings.—Regular meetings of the Committee, in ac-
cordance with clause 2(b) of House Rule XI, shall be held on the
first Wednesday of every month to transact its business if notice
is given pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of House Rule XI. The Chairman
shall provide each Member of the Committee, as far in advance of
the day of the regular meeting as practicable, a written agenda of
such meeting. Items may be placed on the agenda by the Chairman
or a majority of the Committee. (See paragraph (f) of Committee
rule XI for provisions that apply to meetings of subcommittees.)

(b) Additional Meetings.—(1) The Chairman may call and con-
vene, as he or she considers necessary, which may not commence
earlier than the third day on which Members have notice thereof
after consultation with the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee or after concurrence with the Ranking Minority Member,
additional meetings of the Committee for the consideration of any
bill or resolution pending before the Committee or for the conduct
of other Committee business. The Committee shall meet for such
additional meetings pursuant to the notice from the Chairman.
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(2) A hearing or meeting may begin sooner than specified in
clause (1) (in which case, the chair shall make the announcement
specified at the earliest possible time) if the Committee so deter-
mines by majority vote in the presence of the number of Members
required under the Rules of the Committee for the transaction of
business.

(3) At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of a measure or matter the Chair shall cause the text
of such measure or matter to be made publicly available in elec-
tronic form.

(c) Special Meetings.—If at least three Members of the Com-
mittee desire that a special meeting of the Committee be called by
the Chairman, those Members may file in the offices of the Com-
mittee their written request to the Chairman for such special meet-
ing. Such request shall specify the measure or matters to be consid-
ered. Immediately upon the filing of the request, the Majority Staff
Director (serving as the clerk of the Committee for such purpose)
shall notify the Chairman of the filing of the request. If, within 3
calendar days after the filing of the request, the Chairman does not
call the requested special meeting to be held within 7 calendar
days after the filing of the request, a majority of the Members of
the Committee may file in the offices of the Committee their writ-
ten notice that a special meeting of the Committee will be held,
specifying the date and hour thereof, and the measures or matter
to be considered at that special meeting in accordance with clause
2(c)(2) of House Rule XI. The Committee shall meet on that date
and hour. Immediately upon the filing of the notice, the Majority
Staff Director (serving as the clerk) of the Committee shall notify
all Members of the Committee that such meeting will be held and
inform them of its date and hour and the measure or matter to be
considered, and only the measure or matter specified in that notice
may be considered at that special meeting.

RULE III.—OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS; BROADCASTING

(a) Open Meetings and Hearings.—Each meeting for the trans-
action of business, including the markup of legislation, and each
hearing by the Committee or a Subcommittee shall be open to the
public unless closed in accordance with clause 2(g) of House Rule
XI.

(b) Broadcasting and Photography.—Whenever a Committee or
Subcommittee meeting for the transaction of business, including
the markup of legislation, or a hearing is open to the public, that
meeting or hearing shall:

(1) To the maximum extent practicable the Committee shall
provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or meeting
for the transaction of business in a manner that allows the
public to easily listen to and view the proceedings and shall
maintain the recordings of such coverage in a manner that is
easily accessible to the public.

(2) Be open to coverage by television, radio, and still photog-
raphy in accordance with clause 4 of House Rule XI. When
such audio and visual coverage is conducted in the Committee
or Subcommittee, written notice to that effect shall be provided
to each Member. The Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
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committee shall not limit the number of television or still cam-
eras permitted in a hearing or meeting room to fewer than two
representatives from each medium (except for legitimate space
or safety considerations, in which case pool coverage shall be
authorized).

(c) Closed Meetings—Attendees.—No person other than Members
of the Committee or Subcommittee and such congressional staff
and departmental representatives as the Committee or Sub-
committee may authorize shall be present at any business or mark-
up session that has been closed to the public as provided in clause
2(g)(1) of House Rule XI.

(d) Addressing the Committee.—A Committee Member may ad-
dress the Committee or a Subcommittee on any bill, motion, or
other matter under consideration (See Committee rule VIII (e) re-
lating to questioning a witness at a hearing). The time a Member
may address the Committee or Subcommittee for any such purpose
shall be limited to 5 minutes, except that this time limit may be
waived by unanimous consent. A Member shall also be limited in
his or her remarks to the subject matter under consideration, un-
less the Member receives unanimous consent to extend his or her
remarks beyond such subject.

(e) Meetings to Begin Promptly.—Subject to the presence of a
quorum, each meeting or hearing of the Committee and its sub-
committees shall begin promptly at the time so stipulated in the
public announcement of the meeting or hearing.

(f) Prohibition on Proxy Voting.—No vote by any Member of the
Committee or Subcommittee with respect to any measure or matter
may be cast by proxy.

(g) Location of Persons at Meetings.—No person other than the
Committee or Subcommittee Members and Committee or Sub-
committee staff may be seated in the rostrum area during a meet-
ing of the Committee or Subcommittee unless by unanimous con-
sent of Committee or Subcommittee.

(h) Consideration of Amendments and Motions.—A Member, upon
request, shall be recognized by the Chairman to address the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee at a meeting for a period limited to 5 min-
utes on behalf of an amendment or motion offered by the Member
or another Member, or upon any other matter under consideration,
unless the Member receives unanimous consent to extend the time
limit. Every amendment or motion made in Committee or Sub-
committee shall, upon the demand of any Member present, be re-
duced to writing, and a copy thereof shall be made available to all
Members present. Such amendment or motion shall not be pending
before the Committee or Subcommittee or voted on until the re-
quirements of this paragraph have been met.

(i) Demanding Record Vote.—(1) A record vote of the Committee
or Subcommittee on a question or action shall be ordered on a de-
mand by one-fifth of the Members present.

(2) The Chairman of the Committee or Subcommittee may post-
pone further proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving a measure or matter or on adopting an
amendment. If the Chairman postpones further proceedings:
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(A) the Chairman may resume such postponed proceedings,
after giving Members adequate notice, at a time chosen in con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Member; and

(B) notwithstanding any intervening order for the previous
question, the underlying proposition on which proceedings
were postponed shall remain subject to further debate or
amendment to the same extent as when the question was post-
poned.

(G) Submission of Motions or Amendments In Advance of Business
Meetings.—The Committee and Subcommittee Chairman may re-
quest and Committee and Subcommittee Members should, insofar
as practicable, cooperate in providing copies of proposed amend-
ments or motions to the Chairman and the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Committee or the Subcommittee twenty-four hours be-
fore a Committee or Subcommittee business meeting.

(k) Points of Order.—No point of order against the hearing or
meeting procedures of the Committee or Subcommittee shall be en-
tertained unless it is made in a timely fashion.

(1) Limitation on Committee Sittings.—The Committee or sub-
committees may not sit during a joint session of the House and
Senate or during a recess when a joint meeting of the House and
Senate is in progress.

(m) Prohibition of Wireless Telephones.—Use of wireless phones
during a Committee or Subcommittee hearing or meeting is prohib-
ited.

RULE IV.—QUORUMS

(a) Working Quorum.—One-third of the Members of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for taking any
action, other than as noted in paragraphs (b) and (c).

(b) Majority Quorum.—A majority of the Members of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for:

(1) the reporting of a bill, resolution, or other measure (See
clause 2(h)(1) of House Rule XI, and Committee Rule IX);

(2) the closing of a meeting or hearing to the public pursuant
to clauses 2(g), 2(k)(5), and 2(k)(7) of House Rule XI;

(3) the authorizing of a subpoena as provided in clause
2(m)(3) of House Rule XI (See also Committee Rule VII); and

(4) as where required by a Rule of the House.

(¢) Quorum for Taking Testimony.—Two Members of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for the purpose
of taking testimony and receiving evidence.

RULE V.—RECORDS

(a) Maintenance of Records.—The Committee shall keep a com-
plete record of all Committee and Subcommittee action which shall
include:

(1) in the case of any meeting or hearing transcripts, a sub-
stantially verbatim account of remarks actually made during
the proceedings, subject only to technical, grammatical, and ty-
pographical corrections authorized by the person making the
remarks involved, and
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(2) written minutes, which shall include a record of all Com-
mittee and Subcommittee action, a record of all votes on any
question, and a tally on all record votes.

The result of each such record vote shall be made available by the
Committee for inspection by the public at reasonable times in the
offices of the Committee and by telephone request and also made
publicly available in electronic form within 48 hours of such record
vote. Not later than 24 hours after adoption of an amendment to
a measure or matter, the chair of the Committee shall cause the
text of such amendment adopted thereto to be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form. Information so available for public inspec-
tion shall include a description of the amendment, motion, order,
or other proposition; the name of each Member voting for and each
Member voting against such amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition; and the names of those Members present but not vot-
ing.

(b) Access to and Correction of Records.—Any public witness, or
person authorized by such witness, during Committee office hours
in the Committee offices and within 10 calendar days of the close
of hearings, may obtain a transcript copy of that public witness’s
testimony and make such technical, grammatical, and typo-
graphical corrections as authorized by the person making the re-
marks involved as will not alter the nature of testimony given.
There shall be prompt return of such corrected copy of the tran-
script to the Committee. Members of the Committee or Sub-
committee shall receive copies of transcripts for their prompt re-
view and correction and prompt return to the Committee. The
Committee or Subcommittee may order the printing of a hearing
record without the corrections of any Member or witness if it deter-
mines that such Member or witness has been afforded a reasonable
time in which to make such corrections and further delay would se-
riously impede the consideration of the legislative action that is the
subject of the hearing. The record of a hearing shall be closed 10
calendar days after the last oral testimony, unless the Committee
or Subcommittee determines otherwise. Any person requesting to
file a statement for the record of a hearing must so request before
the hearing concludes and must file the statement before the
record is closed, unless the Committee or Subcommittee determines
otherwise. The Committee or Subcommittee may reject any state-
ment in light of its length or its tendency to defame, degrade, or
incriminate any person.

(¢c) Property of the House.—All Committee and Subcommittee
records (including hearings data, charts, and files) shall be kept
separate and distinct from the congressional office records of the
Members serving as Chairman. Such records shall be the property
of the House, and all Members of the House shall have access
thereto. The Majority Staff Director shall promptly notify the
Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member of any request for ac-
cess to such records.

(d) Availability of Archived Records.—The records of the Com-
mittee at the National Archives and Records Administration shall
be made available for public use in accordance with House Rule
VII. The Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee of the need for a Committee order pursuant to
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clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of such House Rule, to withhold a
record otherwise available.

(e) Special Rules for Certain Records and Proceedings.—A steno-
graphic record of a business meeting of the Committee or Sub-
committee may be kept, and thereafter may be published, if the
Chairman of the Committee, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, determines there is need for such a record. The
proceedings of the Committee or Subcommittee in a closed meeting,
evidence or testimony in such meeting, shall not be divulged unless
otherwise determined by a majority of the Committee or Sub-
committee.

(f) Electronic Availability of Committee Publications.—To the
maximum extent feasible, the Committee shall make its publica-
tions available in electronic form.

RULE VI.—POwWER TO SIT AND ACT

For the purpose of carrying out any of its functions and duties
under House Rules X and XI, the Committee and each of its sub-
committees is authorized to sit and act at such times and places
within the United States whether the House is in session, has re-
cessed, or has adjourned and to hold such hearings.

RULE VII.—SUBPOENAS AND OATHS

(a) Issuance of Subpoenas.—In accordance with clause 2(m) of
House Rule XI, a subpoena may be authorized and issued by a ma-
jority of the Committee or by the Chairman in consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member. Such consultation shall occur at
least 48 hours in advance of a subpoena being issued under such
authority. Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by the Chairman
of the Committee or by any Member designated by the Committee.

(b) Oaths.—The Chairman of the Committee, or any member of
the Committee designated by the Chairman, may administer oaths
to any witnesses.

RULE VIII.—HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) Power to Hear.—For the purpose of carrying out any of its
functions and duties under House Rules X and XI, the Committee
and its subcommittees are authorized to sit and hold hearings at
any time or place within the United States whether the House is
in session, has recessed, or has adjourned. (See Committee Rule VI
and paragraph (f) of Committee rule XI for provisions relating to
Subcommittee hearings and meetings.)

(b) Announcement.—The Chairman of the Committee shall, after
consultation with the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee,
make a public announcement of the date, place, and subject matter
of any Committee hearing at least 1 week before the commence-
ment of the hearing. The Chairman of a Subcommittee shall sched-
ule a hearing only after consultation with the Chairman of the
Committee and the Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee. After such consultation, the Chairman of the Sub-
committee shall consult the Chairmen of the other subcommittees
and shall request the Majority Staff Director to make a public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject matter of such hearing



10

at least 1 week before the hearing. If the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or the Subcommittee, with concurrence of the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee or Subcommittee, determines
there is good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee so determines by majority vote, a quorum
being present for the transaction of business, the Chairman of the
Committee or Subcommittee, as appropriate, shall request the Ma-
jority Staff Director to make such public announcement at the ear-
liest possible date. The clerk of the Committee shall promptly no-
tify the Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional Record and shall
promptly enter the appropriate information into the Committee
scheduling service of the House Information Systems as soon as
possible after such public announcement is made.

(c) Scheduling of Witnesses.—Except as otherwise provided in
this rule, the scheduling of witnesses and determination of the time
allowed for the presentation of testimony at hearings shall be at
the discretion of the Chairman of the Committee or Subcommittee,
unless a majority of the Committee or Subcommittee determines
otherwise.

(d) Written Statement; Oral Testimony.—(1) Each witness who is
to appear before the Committee or a Subcommittee, shall insofar
as practicable file with the Majority Staff Director of the Com-
mittee, at least 2 working days before the day of his or her appear-
ance, a written statement of proposed testimony. Witnesses shall
provide sufficient copies of their statement for distribution to Com-
mittee or Subcommittee Members, staff, and the news media. Inso-
far as practicable, the Committee or Subcommittee staff shall dis-
tribute such written statements to all Members of the Committee
or Subcommittee as soon as they are received, as well as any offi-
cial reports from departments and agencies on such subject matter.
All witnesses may be limited in their oral presentations to brief
summaries of their statements within the time allotted to them at
the discretion of the Chairman of the Committee or Subcommittee,
in light of the nature of the testimony and the length of time avail-
able.

(2) As noted in paragraph (b) of Committee Rule VII, the Chair-
man of the Committee, or any Member designated by the Chair-
man, may administer an oath to any witness.

(3) To the greatest extent practicable, each witness appearing in
a non-governmental capacity shall include with the written state-
ment of proposed testimony:

(1) a curriculum vitae;

(i1) disclosure of the amount and source (by agency and pro-
gram) of any Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or
subcontract thereof) received during the current calendar year
or either of the 2 preceding calendar years by the witness or
by an entity represented by the witness; and

(iii) disclosure of the amount and country of origin of any
payment or contract related to the subject matter of the hear-
ing originating with a foreign government received during the
current calendar year or either of the 2 preceding calendar
years by the witness or by an entity represented by the wit-
ness.
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Such statements, with appropriate redactions to protect the privacy
of witnesses, shall be made publicly available in electronic form not
later than 1 day after the witness appears.

(e) Questioning of Witnesses.—Committee or Subcommittee Mem-
bers may question witnesses only when they have been recognized
by the Chairman of the Committee or Subcommittee for that pur-
pose. Each Member so recognized shall be limited to questioning a
witness for 5 minutes until such time as each Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee who so desires has had an opportunity to
question the witness for 5 minutes; and thereafter the Chairman
of the Committee or Subcommittee may limit the time of a further
round of questioning after giving due consideration to the impor-
tance of the subject matter and the length of time available. All
questions put to witnesses shall be germane to the measure or mat-
ter under consideration. Unless a majority of the Committee or
Subcommittee determines otherwise, no Committee or Sub-
committee staff shall interrogate witnesses.

(f) Extended Questioning for Designated Members.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (e), the Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber may designate an equal number of Members from each party
to question a witness for a period not longer than 60 minutes.

(g) Witnesses for the Minority—When any hearing is conducted
by the Committee or any Subcommittee upon any measure or mat-
ter, the minority party Members on the Committee or Sub-
committee shall be entitled, upon request to the Chairman by a
majority of those minority Members before the completion of such
hearing, to call witnesses selected by the minority to testify with
respect to that measure or matter during at least 1 day of hearing
thereon as provided in clause 2(j)(1) of House Rule XI.

(h) Summary of Subject Matter—Upon announcement of a hear-
ing, to the extent practicable, the Committee shall make available
immediately to all Members of the Committee a concise summary
of the subject matter (including legislative reports and other mate-
rial) under consideration. In addition, upon announcement of a
hearing and subsequently as they are received, the Chairman of
the Committee or Subcommittee shall, to the extent practicable,
make available to the Members of the Committee any official re-
ports from departments and agencies on such matter. (See para-
graph (f) of Committee Rule XI.)

(i) Open Hearings.—Each hearing conducted by the Committee or
Subcommittee shall be open to the public, including radio, tele-
vision, and still photography coverage, except as provided in clause
4 of House Rule XI (See also paragraph (b) of Committee Rule III.).
In any event, no Member of the House may be excluded from
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing unless the House by
majority vote shall authorize the Committee or Subcommittee, for
purposes of a particular series of hearings on a particular bill or
resolution or on a particular subject of investigation, to close its
hearings to Members by means of the above procedure.

(j) Hearings and Reports.—(1)(1) The Chairman of the Committee
or Subcommittee at a hearing shall announce in an opening state-
ment the subject of the investigation. A copy of the Committee
Rules (and the applicable provisions of clause 2 of House Rule XI,
regarding hearing procedures, an excerpt of which appears in Ap-
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pendix A thereto) shall be made available to each witness upon re-
quest. Witnesses at hearings may be accompanied by their own
counsel for the purpose of advising them concerning their constitu-
tional rights. The Chairman of the Committee or Subcommittee
may punish breaches of order and decorum, and of professional eth-
ics on the part of counsel, by censure and exclusion from the hear-
ings; but only the full Committee may cite the offender to the
House for contempt.

(ii)) Whenever it is asserted by a Member of the Committee that
the evidence or testimony at a hearing may tend to defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any person, or it is asserted by a witness that
the evidence or testimony that the witness would give at a hearing
may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate the witness, such tes-
timony or evidence shall be presented in executive session, notwith-
standing the provisions of paragraph (i) of this rule, if by a major-
ity of those present, there being in attendance the requisite num-
ber required under the Rules of the Committee to be present for
the purpose of taking testimony, the Committee or Subcommittee
determines that such evidence or testimony may tend to defame,
degrade, or incriminate any person. The Committee or Sub-
committee shall afford a person an opportunity voluntarily to ap-
pear as a witness; and the Committee or Subcommittee shall re-
ceive and shall dispose of requests from such person to subpoena
additional witnesses.

(ii1) No evidence or testimony taken in executive session may be
released or used in public sessions without the consent of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee. In the discretion of the Committee or Sub-
committee, witnesses may submit brief and pertinent statements in
writing for inclusion in the record. The Committee or Sub-
committee is the sole judge of the pertinence of testimony and evi-
dence adduced at its hearings. A witness may obtain a transcribed
copy of his or her testimony given at a public session. If given at
an executive session, a transcribed copy of testimony may be ob-
tained when authorized by the Committee or Subcommittee. (See
paragraph (c) of Committee Rule V.)

(2) A proposed investigative or oversight report shall be consid-
ered as read if it has been available to the Members of the Com-
mittee for at least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal
holidays except when the House is in session on such day) in ad-
vance of their consideration.

RULE IX.—THE REPORTING OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

(a) Filing of Reports.—The Chairman shall report or cause to be
reported promptly to the House any bill, resolution, or other meas-
ure approved by the Committee and shall take or cause to be taken
all necessary steps to bring such bill, resolution, or other measure
to a vote. No bill, resolution, or measure shall be reported from the
Committee unless a majority of the Committee is actually present.
A Committee report on any bill, resolution, or other measure ap-
proved by the Committee shall be filed within 7 calendar days (not
counting days on which the House is not in session) after the day
on which there has been filed with the Majority Staff Director of
the Committee a written request, signed by a majority of the Com-
mittee, for the reporting of that bill or resolution. The Majority
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Staff Director of the Committee shall notify the Chairman imme-
diately when such a request is filed.

(b) Content of Reports.—Each Committee report on any bill or
resolution approved by the Committee shall include as separately
identified sections:

(1) a statement of the intent or purpose of the bill or resolu-
tion;

(2) a statement describing the need for such bill or resolu-
tion;

(3) a statement of Committee and Subcommittee consider-
ation of the measure, including a summary of amendments and
motions offered and the actions taken thereon;

(4) the results of each record vote on any amendment in the
Committee and Subcommittee and on the motion to report the
measure or matter, including the total number of votes cast for
and against, and the names of Members voting for and against
such amendment or motion (See clause 3(b) of House Rule
XIID);

(5) the oversight findings and recommendations of the Com-
mittee with respect to the subject matter of the bill or resolu-
tion, as required pursuant to clause 3(c)(1) of House Rule XIII
and clause 2(b)(1) of House Rule X;

(6) the detailed statement described in House Rule XIII
clause 3(c)(2) and section 308(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 if the bill or resolution provides new budget au-
thority (other than continuing appropriations), new spending
authority described in section 401(c)(2) of such Act, new credit
authority, or an increase or decrease in revenues or tax ex-
penditures, except that the estimates with respect to new
budget authority shall include, when practicable, a comparison
of the total estimated funding level for the relevant program
(or programs) to the appropriate levels under current law;

(7) the estimate of costs and comparison of such estimates,
if any, prepared by the Director of the Congressional Budget
Office in connection with such bill or resolution pursuant to
section 402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 if sub-
mitted in timely fashion to the Committee;

(8) a statement of general performance goals and objectives,
including outcome-related goals and objectives, for which the
measure authorizes funding;

(9) an estimate by the Committee of the costs that would be
incurred in carrying out the bill or joint resolution in the fiscal
year in which it is reported and in each of the five fiscal years
following that fiscal year (or for the authorized duration of any
program authorized by the bill or joint resolution if less than
five years) (see clause 3(d)(1) of House Rule XIII), together
with—(i) a comparison of these estimates with those made and
submitted to the Committee by any Government agency when
practicable and (ii) a comparison of the total estimated funding
level for the relevant program (or programs) with appropriate
levels under current law (The provisions of this clause do not
apply if a cost estimate and comparison prepared by the Direc-
tor of the Congressional Budget Office under section 402 of the
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Congressional Budget Act of 1974 has been timely submitted
prior to the filing of the report and included in the report);

(10) a list of congressional earmarks, limited tax benefits,
and limited tariff benefits in the bill or in the report (and the
name of any Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner who
submitted a request to the Committee for each respective item
included in such list) or a statement that the proposition con-
tains no congressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or lim-
ited tariff benefits;

(11) the changes in existing law (if any) shown in accordance
with clause 3 of House Rule XIII;

(12) the determination required pursuant to section 5(b) of
P.L. 92-463, if the legislation reported establishes or author-
izes the establishment of an advisory committee;

(13) the information on Federal and intergovernmental man-
dates required by section 423(c) and (d) of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, as added by the Unfunded Mandates Re-
form Act of 1995 (P.L. 104—4);

(14) a statement regarding the applicability of section
102(b)(3) of the Congressional Accountability Act (P.L. 104-1);

(15) a statement indicating whether any provision of the
measure establishes or reauthorizes a program of the Federal
Government known to be duplicative of another Federal pro-
gram. The Statement shall at a minimum explain whether—

(A) any such program was included in any report from
the Government Accountability Office to Congress pursu-
ant to section 21 of P.L.. 111-139; or

(B) the most recent catalog of Federal Domestic Assist-
ance, published pursuant to the Federal Program Informa-
tion Act (P.L. 95-220, as amended by P.L. 98-169), identi-
fied other programs related to the program established or
reauthorized by the measure; and

(16) a statement estimating the number of directed rule
makings required by the measure.

(¢) Supplemental, Minority, Additional, or Dissenting Views.—If,
at the time of approval of any measure or matter by the Com-
mittee, any Member of the Committee gives notice of intention to
file supplemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views, all
Members shall be entitled to not less than 2 subsequent calendar
days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such date) in which to file such
writing and signed views with the Majority Staff Director of the
Committee. When time guaranteed by this paragraph has expired
(or, if sooner, when all separate views have been received), the
Committee may arrange to file its report with the Clerk of the
House not later than 1 hour after the expiration of such time. All
such views (in accordance with clause 2(1) of House Rule XI and
clause 3(a)(1) of House Rule XIII), as filed by one or more Members
of the Committee, shall be included within and made a part of the
report filed by the Committee with respect to that bill or resolu-
tion.

(d) Printing of Reports.—The report of the Committee on the
measure or matter noted in paragraph (a) above shall be printed
in a single volume, which shall:
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(1) include all supplemental, minority, additional, or dis-
senting views that have been submitted by the time of the fil-
ing of the report; and (2) bear on its cover a recital that any
such supplemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views
(and any material submitted under clause 3(a)(1) of House
Rule XII) are included as part of the report.

(e) Immediate Printing; Supplemental Reports.— Nothing in this
rule shall preclude—

(1) the immediate filing or printing of a Committee report
unless timely request for the opportunity to file supplemental,
minority, additional, or dissenting views has been made as pro-
vided by paragraph (c); or

(2) the filing by the Committee of any supplemental report
on any bill or resolution that may be required for the correc-
tion of any technical error in a previous report made by the
Committee on that bill or resolution.

(f) Availability of Printed Hearing Records.—If hearings have
been held on any reported bill or resolution, the Committee shall
make every reasonable effort to have the record of such hearings
printed and available for distribution to the Members of the House
prior to the consideration of such bill or resolution by the House.
Each printed hearing of the Committee or any of its subcommittees
shall include a record of the attendance of the Members.

(g) Committee Prints.—All Committee or Subcommittee prints or
other Committee or Subcommittee documents, other than reports
or prints of bills, that are prepared for public distribution shall be
approved by the Chairman of the Committee or the Committee
prior to public distribution.

(h) Post Adjournment Filing of Committee Reports.—(1) After an
adjournment of the last regular session of a Congress sine die, an
investigative or oversight report approved by the Committee may
be filed with the Clerk at any time, provided that if a Member
gives notice at the time of approval of intention to file supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting views, that Member
shall be entitled to not less than 7 calendar days in which to sub-
mit such views for inclusion with the report.

(2) After an adjournment of the last regular session of a Congress
sine die, the Chairman of the Committee may file at any time with
the Clerk the Committee’s activity report for that Congress pursu-
ant to clause 1(d)(1) of House Rule XI without the approval of the
Committee, provided that a copy of the report has been available
to each Member of the Committee for at least 7 calendar days and
the report includes any supplemental, minority, additional, or dis-
senting views submitted by a Member of the Committee.

(i) Conference.—The Chairman is directed to offer a motion under
clause 1 of House Rule XXII whenever the Chairman considers it
appropriate.

RULE X.—OTHER COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

(a) Authorization and Quversight Plan.—(1) Not later than Feb-
ruary 15 of the first session of a Congress, the Chairman shall con-
vene the Committee in a meeting that is open to the public to
adopt its authorization and oversight plan for that Congress. Such
plan shall be submitted simultaneously to the Committee on Over-
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sight and Government Reform, to the Committee on House Admin-
istration, and the Committee on Appropriations.

(2) Each such plan shall include, with respect to programs and
agencies within the committee’s jurisdiction, and to the maximum
extent practicable—

(A) a list of such programs or agencies with lapsed author-
izations that received funding in the prior fiscal year or, in the
case of a program or agency with a permanent authorization,
which has not been subject to a comprehensive review by the
Committee in the prior three Congresses;

(B) a description of each such program or agency to be au-
thorized in the current Congress;

(C) a description of each such program or agency to be au-
thorized in the next Congress, if applicable;

(D) a description of any oversight to support the authoriza-
tiog of each such program or agency in the current Congress;
an

(E) recommendations for changes to existing law for moving
such programs or agencies from mandatory funding to discre-
tionary appropriations, where appropriate.

(3) Each such plan may include, with respect to the programs
and agencies within the Committee’s jurisdiction,—

(A) recommendations for the consolidation or termination of
such programs or agencies that are duplicative, unnecessary,
or inconsistent with the appropriate roles and responsibilities
of the Federal Government;

(B) recommendations for changes to existing law related to
Federal rules, regulations, statutes, and court decisions affect-
ing such programs and agencies that are inconsistent with the
au:cihorities of the Congress under Article I of the Constitution;
an

(C) a description of such other oversight activities as the
Committee may consider necessary.

(4) In the development of such plan, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall coordinate with other committees of jurisdiction to en-
sure that programs and agencies are subject to routine, comprehen-
sive authorization efforts.

The Committee and its appropriate subcommittees shall review
and study, on a continuing basis, the impact or probable impact of
tax policies affecting subjects within its jurisdiction as provided in
clause 2(c¢) of House Rule X. The Committee shall include in the re-
port filed pursuant to clause 1(d) of House Rule XI separate sec-
tions summarizing the legislative and oversight activities of the
Committee under House Rule X and House Rule XI, a summary of
the authorization and oversight plan submitted by the Committee
under clause 2(d) of House Rule X, a summary of actions taken and
recommendations made with respect to the oversight and author-
ization plan, and a summary of any additional oversight activities
undertaken by the Committee and any recommendations made or
actions taken thereon.

(b) Annual Appropriations.—The Committee shall, in its consid-
eration of all bills and joint resolutions of a public character within
its jurisdiction, ensure that appropriations for continuing programs
and activities of the Federal government and the District of Colum-
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bia government will be made annually to the maximum extent fea-
sible and consistent with the nature, requirements, and objectives
of the programs and activities involved. The Committee shall re-
view, from time to time, each continuing program within its juris-
diction for which appropriations are not made annually in order to
ascertain whether such program could be modified so that appro-
priations therefor would be made annually.

(c) Budget Act Compliance: Views and Estimates (See Appendix
B).—Not later than 6 weeks after the President submits his budget
under section 1105(a) of Title 31, United States Code, or at such
time as the Committee on the Budget may request, the Committee
shall, submit to the Committee on the Budget (1) its views and es-
timates with respect to all matters to be set forth in the concurrent
resolution on the budget for the ensuing fiscal year (under section
301 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974) that are within its
jurisdiction or functions; and (2) an estimate of the total amounts
of new budget authority, and budget outlays resulting therefrom,
to be provided or authorized in all bills and resolutions within its
jurisdiction that it intends to be effective during that fiscal year.

(d) Budget Act Compliance: Recommended Changes.—Whenever
the Committee is directed in a concurrent resolution on the budget
to determine and recommend changes in laws, bills, or resolutions
under the reconciliation process, it shall promptly make such deter-
mination and recommendations and report a reconciliation bill or
resolution (or both) to the House or submit such recommendations
to the Committee on the Budget, in accordance with the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974.

(e) Conference Committees.—Whenever in the legislative process
it becomes necessary to appoint conferees, the Chairman shall,
after consultation with the Ranking Minority Member, determine
the number of conferees the Chairman deems most suitable and
then recommend to the Speaker as conferees, in keeping with the
number to be appointed by the Speaker as provided in clause 11
of House Rule I, the names of those Members of the Committee of
not less than a majority who generally supported the House posi-
tion and who were primarily responsible for the legislation. The
Chairman shall, to the fullest extent feasible, include those Mem-
bers of the Committee who were the principal proponents of the
major provisions of the bill as it passed the House and such other
Committee Members of the majority party as the Chairman may
designate in consultation with the Members of the majority party.
Such recommendations shall provide a ratio of majority party
Members to minority party Members no less favorable to the ma-
jority party than the ratio of majority party Members to minority
party Members on the Committee. In making recommendations of
Minority Party Members as conferees, the Chairman shall consult
with the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee.

(f) Hearing on Waste, Fraud, and Abuse.—(1) The Committee, or
a Subcommittee, shall hold at least one hearing during each 120-
day period following the establishment of the Committee on the
topic of waste, fraud, abuse, or mismanagement in Government
programs which the Committee may authorize.

(2) A hearing described in subparagraph (1) shall include a focus
on the most egregious instances of waste, fraud, abuse, or mis-
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management as documented by any report the Committee has re-
ceived from a Federal Office of the Inspector General or the Comp-
troller General of the United States.

(g) Hearing on Agency Financial Statements.—The Committee or
a Subcommittee, shall hold at least one hearing in any session in
which the Committee has received disclaimers of agency financial
statements from auditors of any Federal agency that the Com-
mittee may authorize to hear testimony on such disclaimers from
representatives of any such agency.

(h) Hearing on GAO High-Risk-List.—The Committee or a Sub-
committee, shall hold at least one hearing on issues raised by re-
ports issued by the Comptroller General of the United States indi-
cating that Federal programs or operations that the Committee
may authorize are at high risk for waste, fraud, and mismanage-
ment, known as the ‘high-risk-list’ or the ‘high-risk series’.

(i) Activities Report.—(1) Not later than January 2 of each odd-
numbered year, the Committee shall submit to the House a report
on the activities of the Committee. After adjournment sine die of
the last regular session of a Congress, or after December 15 of an
even-numbered year, whichever occurs first, the Chair may file the
report, a copy of which shall be made available to each Member of
the Committee for at least 7 calendar days, with the Clerk of the
House at any time.

(2) Such report shall include separate sections summarizing the
legislative and oversight activities of the Committee during that
Congress.

(3) The oversight section of such report shall include a summary
of the oversight plans submitted by the Committee pursuant to
clause 2(d) of House Rule X, a summary of the actions taken and
recommendations made with respect to each such plan, and a sum-
mary of any additional oversight activities undertaken by the Com-
mittee, and any recommendations made or actions taken with re-
spect thereto.

RULE XI.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Number and Composition.—There shall be such subcommit-
tees as specified in paragraph (c) of this rule. Each of such sub-
committees shall be composed of the number of Members set forth
in paragraph (c¢) of this rule, including ex officio Members.l The
Chairman may create additional subcommittees of an ad hoc na-
ture as the Chairman determines to be appropriate, subject to any
limitations provided for in the House Rules.

(b) Ratios.—On each Subcommittee, there shall be a ratio of ma-
jority party Members to minority party Members which shall be
consistent with the ratio on the full Committee. In calculating the
ratio of majority party Members to minority party Members, there
shall be included the ex officio Members of the subcommittees and
ratios below reflect that fact.

(c) Jurisdiction.—Each Subcommittee shall have the following
general jurisdiction and number of Members:

1The Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee serve as ex officio Members
of the Subcommittees. (See paragraph (e) of this Rule).
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General Farm Commodities and Risk Management (23 members, 13
majority and 10 minority)

Policies, statutes, and markets relating to commodities including
barley, cotton, cottonseed, corn, grain sorghum, honey, mohair,
oats, other oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, rice, soybeans, sugar,
wheat, and wool; the Commodity Credit Corporation; risk manage-
ment policies and statutes, including Federal Crop Insurance; pro-
ducer data and privacy issues.

Commodity Exchanges, Energy, and Credit (16 members, 9 majority
and 7 minority)

Policies, statutes, and markets relating to commodity exchanges;
agricultural credit; rural development; energy; rural electrification.

Conservation and Forestry (16 members, 9 majority and 7 minority)

Policies and statutes relating to resource conservation, forestry,
and all forests under the jurisdiction of the Committee on Agri-
culture.

Nutrition (23 members, 13 majority and 10 minority)

Policies and statutes relating to nutrition, including the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program and domestic commodity dis-
tribution and consumer initiatives.

Biotechnology, Horticulture, and Research (16 members, 9 majority
and 7 minority)

Policies, statutes, and markets relating to horticulture, including
fruits, vegetables, nuts, and ornamentals; bees; and organic agri-
culture; policies and statutes relating to marketing and promotion
orders; pest and disease management; bioterrorism; adulteration
and quarantine matters; research, education, and extension; and
biotechnology.

Livestock and Foreign Agriculture (16 members, 9 majority and 7
minority)

Policies, statutes, and markets relating to all livestock, poultry,
dairy, and seafood, including all products thereof; the inspection,
marketing, and promotion of such commodities and products; aqua-
culture; animal welfare; grazing; foreign agricultural assistance
and trade promotion.

(d) Referral of Legislation.—(1)(a) In General.—All bills, resolu-
tions, and other matters referred to the Committee shall be re-
ferred to all subcommittees of appropriate jurisdiction within 2
weeks after being referred to the Committee. After consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member, the Chairman may determine
that the Committee will consider certain bills, resolutions, or other
matters.

(b) Trade Matters.—Unless action is otherwise taken under sub-
paragraph (3), bills, resolutions, and other matters referred to the
Committee relating to foreign agriculture, foreign food or com-
modity assistance, and foreign trade and marketing issues will be
considered by the Committee.

(2) The Chairman, by a majority vote of the Committee, may dis-
charge a Subcommittee from further consideration of any bill, reso-
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lution, or other matter referred to the Subcommittee and have such
bill, resolution, or other matter considered by the Committee. The
Committee having referred a bill, resolution, or other matter to a
Subcommittee in accordance with this rule may discharge such
Subcommittee from further consideration thereof at any time by a
vote of the majority Members of the Committee for the Committee’s
direct consideration or for reference to another Subcommittee.

(3) Unless the Committee, a quorum being present, decides oth-
erwise by a majority vote, the Chairman may refer bills, resolu-
tions, legislation, or other matters not specifically within the juris-
diction of a Subcommittee, or that is within the jurisdiction of more
than one Subcommittee, jointly or exclusively as the Chairman
deems appropriate, including concurrently to the subcommittees
with jurisdiction, sequentially to the subcommittees with jurisdic-
tion (subject to any time limits deemed appropriate), divided by
subject matter among the subcommittees with jurisdiction, or to an
ad hoc subcommittee appointed by the Chairman for the purpose
of considering the matter and reporting to the Committee thereon,
or make such other provisions deemed appropriate.

(e) Participation and Service of Committee Members on Sub-
committees.—(1) The Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member
shall serve as ex officio Members of all subcommittees and shall
have the right to vote on all matters before the subcommittees. The
Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member may not be counted
for the purpose of establishing a quorum.

(2) Any Member of the Committee who is not a Member of the
Subcommittee may have the privilege of sitting and
nonparticipatory attendance at Subcommittee hearings or meetings
in accordance with clause 2(g)(2) of House Rule XI. Such Member
may not:

(i) vote on any matter;

(i) be counted for the purpose of a establishing a quorum;

(iii) participate in questioning a witness under the 5-Minute
Rule, unless permitted to do so by the Subcommittee Chairman
in consultation with the Ranking Minority Member or a major-
ity of the Subcommittee, a quorum being present;

(iv) raise points of order; or

(v) offer amendments or motions.

(f) Subcommittee Hearings and Meetings.—(1) Each Sub-
committee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive evidence,
and make recommendations to the Committee on all matters re-
ferred to it or under its jurisdiction after consultation by the Sub-
committee Chairman with the Committee Chairman. (See Com-
mittee Rule VIII.)

(2) After consultation with the Committee Chairman, Sub-
committee Chairmen shall set dates for hearings and meetings of
their subcommittees and shall request the Majority Staff Director
to make any announcement relating thereto. (See paragraph (b) of
Committee Rule VIIIL.) In setting the dates, the Committee Chair-
man and Subcommittee Chairman shall consult with other Sub-
committee Chairmen and relevant Committee and Subcommittee
Ranking Minority Members in an effort to avoid simultaneously
scheduling Committee and Subcommittee meetings or hearings to
the extent practicable.
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(3) Notice of all Subcommittee meetings shall be provided to the
Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee by
the Majority Staff Director.

(4) Subcommittees may hold meetings or hearings outside of the
House if the Chairman of the Committee and other Subcommittee
Chairmen and the Ranking Minority Member of the Subcommittee
is consulted in advance to ensure that there is no scheduling prob-
lem. However, the majority of the Committee may authorize such
meeting or hearing.

(5) The provisions regarding notice and the agenda of Committee
meetings under paragraph (a) of Committee Rule II and special or
additional meetings under paragraph (b) of Committee Rule II
shall apply to Subcommittee meetings.

(6) If a vacancy occurs in a Subcommittee chairmanship, the
Chairman may set the dates for hearings and meetings of the Sub-
committee during the period of vacancy. The Chairman may also
appoint an acting Subcommittee Chairman until the vacancy is
filled.

(g) Subcommittee Action.—(1) Any bill, resolution, recommenda-
tion, or other matter forwarded to the Committee by a Sub-
committee shall be promptly forwarded by the Subcommittee
Chairman or any Subcommittee Member authorized to do so by the
Subcommittee.

(2) Upon receipt of such recommendation, the Majority Staff Di-
rector of the Committee shall promptly advise all Members of the
Committee of the Subcommittee action.

(3) The Committee shall not consider any matters recommended
by subcommittees until 2 calendar days have elapsed from the date
of action, unless the Chairman or a majority of the Committee de-
termines otherwise.

(h) Subcommittee Investigations.—No investigation shall be initi-
ated by a Subcommittee without prior consultation with the Chair-
man of the Committee or a majority of the Committee.

RULE XII.—COMMITTEE BUDGET, STAFF, AND TRAVEL

(a) Committee Budget.—The Chairman, in consultation with the
majority Members of the Committee and the minority Members of
the Committee, shall prepare a preliminary budget for each session
of the Congress. Such budget shall include necessary amounts for
staff personnel, travel, investigation, and other expenses of the
Committee and subcommittees. After consultation with the Rank-
ing Minority Member, the Chairman shall include an amount budg-
eted to minority Members for staff under their direction and super-
vision. Thereafter, the Chairman shall combine such proposals into
a consolidated Committee budget and shall take whatever action is
necessary to have such budget duly authorized by the House.

(b) Committee Staff.—(1) The Chairman shall appoint and deter-
mine the remuneration of, and may remove, the professional and
clerical employees of the Committee not assigned to the minority.
The professional and clerical staff of the Committee not assigned
to the minority shall be under the general supervision and direc-
tion of the Chairman, who shall establish and assign the duties
and responsibilities of such staff members and delegate such au-
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tholrity )as he or she determines appropriate. (See clause 9 of House
Rule X.

(2) The Ranking Minority Member of the Committee shall ap-
point and determine the remuneration of, and may remove, the
professional and clerical staff assigned to the minority within the
budget approved for such purposes. The professional and clerical
staff assigned to the minority shall be under the general super-
vision and direction of the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee who may delegate such authority as he or she determines
appropriate.

(3) From the funds made available for the appointment of Com-
mittee staff pursuant to any primary or additional expense resolu-
tion, the Chairman shall ensure that each Subcommittee is ade-
quately funded and staffed to discharge its responsibilities and that
the minority party is fairly treated in the appointment of such staff
(See clause 6(d) of House Rule X).

(c) Committee Travel.—(1) Consistent with the primary expense
resolution and such additional expense resolution as may have
been approved, the provisions of this rule shall govern official trav-
el of Committee Members and Committee staff regarding domestic
and foreign travel (See clause 8 of House Rule X). Official travel
for any Member or any Committee staff member shall be paid only
upon the prior authorization of the Chairman. Official travel may
be authorized by the Chairman for any Committee Member and
any Committee staff member in connection with the attendance of
hearings conducted by the Committee and its subcommittees and
meetings, conferences, facility inspections, and investigations which
involve activities or subject matter relevant to the general jurisdic-
tion of the Committee. Before such authorization is given there
shall be submitted to the Chairman in writing the following:

(i) The purpose of the official travel,;

(i1) The dates during which the official travel is to be made
and the date or dates of the event for which the official travel
is being made;

(1i1) The location of the event for which the official travel is
to be made; and

(iv) The names of Members and Committee staff seeking au-
thorization.

(2) In the case of official travel of Members and staff of a Sub-
committee to hearings, meetings, conferences, facility inspections,
and investigations involving activities or subject matter under the
jurisdiction of such Subcommittee to be paid for out of funds allo-
cated to the Committee, prior authorization must be obtained from
the Subcommittee Chairman and the full Committee Chairman.
Such prior authorization shall be given by the Chairman only upon
the representation by the applicable Subcommittee Chairman in
writing setting forth those items enumerated in clause (1).

(3) Within 60 days of the conclusion of any official travel author-
ized under this rule, there shall be submitted to the Committee
Chairman a written report covering the information gained as a re-
sult of the hearing, meeting, conference, facility inspection, or in-
vestigation attended pursuant to such official travel.

(4) Local currencies owned by the United States shall be made
available to the Committee and its employees engaged in carrying
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out their official duties outside the United States, its territories or
possessions. No appropriated funds shall be expended for the pur-
pose of defraying expenses of Members of the Committee or its em-
ployees in any country where local currencies are available for this
purpose, and the following conditions shall apply with respect to
their use of such currencies;

(i) No Member or employee of the Committee shall receive or
expend local currencies for subsistence in any country at a rate
in excess of the maximum per diem rate set forth in applicable
Federal law; and

(i1) Each Member or employee of the Committee shall make
an itemized report to the Chairman within 60 days following
the completion of travel showing the dates each country was
visited, the amount of per diem furnished, the cost of transpor-
tation furnished, and any funds expended for any other official
purpose, and shall summarize in these categories the total for-
eign currencies and appropriated funds expended. All such in-
dividual reports shall be filed by the Chairman with the Com-
mittee on House Administration and shall be open to public in-
spection.

RULE XIII.—AMENDMENT OF RULES

These Rules may be amended by a majority vote of the Com-
mittee. A proposed change in these Rules shall not be considered
by the Committee as provided in clause 2 of House Rule XI, unless
written notice of the proposed change has been provided to each
Committee Member 2 legislative days in advance of the date on
which the matter is to be considered. Any such change in the Rules
of the Committee shall be published in the Congressional Record
within 30 calendar days after its approval.
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(As adopted January 24, 2017)

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 115TH
CONGRESS

RESOLVED, That the rules and practices of the Committee on
Appropriations, House of Representatives, in the One Hundred
Fourteenth Congress, except as otherwise provided hereinafter,
shall be and are hereby adopted as the rules and practices of the
Committee on Appropriations in the One Hundred Fifteenth Con-
gress.

The foregoing resolution adopts the following rules:

SEC. 1: POWER TO SIT AND ACT

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of its functions and duties
under rules X and XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the Committee and each of its subcommittees is authorized:

(1) To sit and act at such times and places within the United
States whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has

(25)
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adjourned, and to hold such hearings as it deems necessary;
and

(2) To require, by subpoena or otherwise, the attendance and
testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books,
reports, correspondence, memorandums, papers, and docu-
ments as it deems necessary.

(b) The Chairman, or any Member designated by the Chairman,
may administer oaths to any witness.

(c) A subpoena may be authorized and issued by the Committee
or its subcommittees under subsection (a)(2) in the conduct of any
investigation or activity or series of investigations or activities, only
when authorized by a majority of the Members of the Committee
voting, a majority being present. The power to authorize and issue
subpoenas under subsection (a)(2) may be delegated to the Chair-
man pursuant to such rules and under such limitations as the
Committee may prescribe. Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by
the Chairman or by any Member designated by the Committee.

(d) Compliance with any subpoena issued by the Committee or
its subcommittees may be enforced only as authorized or directed
by the House.

SEC. 2: SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) The Majority Caucus of the Committee shall establish the
number of subcommittees and shall determine the jurisdiction of
each subcommittee.

(b) Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, re-
ceive evidence, and report to the Committee all matters referred to
it.

(c) All legislation and other matters referred to the Committee
shall be referred to the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction
within two weeks unless, by majority vote of the Majority Members
of the full Committee, consideration is to be by the full Committee.

(d) The Majority Caucus of the Committee shall determine an ap-
propriate ratio of Majority to Minority Members for each sub-
committee. The Chairman is authorized to negotiate that ratio with
the Minority; Provided, however, That party representation in each
subcommittee, including ex-officio members, shall be no less favor-
able to the Majority than the ratio for the full Committee.

(e) The Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the full
Committee are each authorized to sit as a member of all sub-
committees and to participate, including voting, in all of the work
of the subcommittees.

SEC. 3: STAFFING

(a) Committee Staff.—The Chairman is authorized to appoint the
staff of the Committee, and make adjustments in the job titles and
compensation thereof subject to the maximum rates and conditions
established in clause 9(c) of rule X of the Rules of the House of
Representatives. In addition, he is authorized, in his discretion, to
arrange for their specialized training. The Chairman is also author-
ized to employ additional personnel as necessary.

(b) Assistants to Members.—
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(1) Each chairman and ranking minority member of a sub-
committee or the full Committee, including a Chairman Emer-
itus, may select and designate one staff member who shall
serve at the pleasure of that Member.

(2) Notwithstanding (b)(1), the Chairman may prescribe such
terms and conditions necessary to achieve a reduction in the
number of Assistants to Members previously designated by a
Member of the Committee prior to the adoption of the Rules
of the House establishing the Committee for the 112th Con-
gress.

(8) Staff members designated under this subsection shall be
compensated at a rate, determined by the Member, not to ex-
ceed 75 per centum of the maximum established in clause 9(c)
of Rule X of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(4) Members designating staff members under this sub-
section must specifically certify by letter to the Chairman that
the lfmployees are needed and will be utilized for Committee
work.

SEC. 4: COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Day.—The regular meeting day of the Com-
mittee shall be the first Wednesday of each month while the House
is in session if notice is given pursuant to paragraph (d)(3).

(b) Additional and Special Meetings.—

(1) The Chairman may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Committee for the consider-
ation of any bill or resolution pending before the Committee or
for the conduct of other Committee business. The Committee
shall meet for such purpose pursuant to that call of the Chair-
man.

(2) If at least three Committee Members desire that a special
meeting of the Committee be called by the Chairman, those
Members may file in the Committee Offices a written request
to the Chairman for that special meeting. Such request shall
specify the measure or matter to be considered. Upon the filing
of the request, the Committee Clerk shall notify the Chairman.

(3) If within three calendar days after the filing of the re-
quest, the Chairman does not call the requested special meet-
ing to be held within seven calendar days after the filing of the
request, a majority of the Committee Members may file in the
Committee Offices their written notice that a special meeting
will be held, specifying the date and hour of such meeting, and
the measure or matter to be considered. The Committee shall
meet on that date and hour.

(4) Immediately upon the filing of the notice, the Committee
Clerk shall notify all Committee Members that such special
meeting will be held and inform them of its date and hour and
the measure or matter to be considered. Such notice shall also
be made publicly available in electronic form and shall be
deemed to satisfy paragraph (d)(3). Only the measure or mat-
ter specified in that notice may be considered at the special
meeting.

(c) Vice Chairman To Preside in Absence of Chairman.—A mem-
ber of the majority party on the Committee or subcommittee there-
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of designated by the chairman of the full Committee shall be vice
chairman of the Committee or subcommittee, as the case may be,
and shall preside at any meeting during the temporary absence of
the chairman. If the chairman and vice chairman of the Committee
or subcommittee are not present at any meeting of the Committee
or subcommittee, the ranking member of the majority party who is
present shall preside at that meeting.
(d) Business Meetings.—

(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business, including
the markup of legislation, of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees shall be open to the public except when the Committee or
the subcommittee concerned, in open session and with a major-
ity present, determines by roll call vote that all or part of the
remainder of the meeting on that day shall be closed.

(2) No person other than Committee Members and such con-
gressional staff and departmental representatives as they may
authorize shall be present at any business or markup session
which has been closed.

(3) The Chairman shall announce the date, place, and sub-
ject matter of each committee meeting for the transaction of
business, which may not commence earlier than the third day
on which members have notice thereof, unless the Chairman,
with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Member, or the
Committee by majority vote with a quorum present for the
transaction of business, determines there is good cause to
begin the meeting sooner, in which case the Chairman shall
make the announcement at the earliest possible date. An an-
nouncement shall be published promptly in the Daily Digest
and made publicly available in electronic form.

(4) At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of a meet-
ing for the markup of a bill or resolution, or at the time an an-
nouncement is made pursuant to the preceding subparagraph
within 24 hours before such meeting, the Chairman shall cause
the text of such bill or resolution to be made publicly available
in electronic form.

(e) Committee Records.—

(1) The Committee shall keep a complete record of all Com-
mittee action, including a record of the votes on any question
on which a roll call is taken. The result of each roll call vote
shall be available for inspection by the public during regular
business hours in the Committee Offices and also made avail-
able in electronic form within 48 hours of such record vote. The
information made available for public inspection shall include
a description of the amendment, motion, or other proposition,
and the name of each Member voting for and each Member
voting against, and the names of those Members present but
not voting.

(2) Committee records (including hearings, data, charts, and
files) shall be kept separate and distinct from the congressional
office records of the Chairman of the Committee. Such records
shall be the property of the House, and all Members of the
House shall have access thereto.

(3) The records of the Committee at the National Archives
and Records Administration shall be made available in accord-
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ance with rule VII of the Rules of the House, except that the
Committee authorizes use of any record to which clause 3
(b)(4) of rule VII of the Rules of the House would otherwise
apply after such record has been in existence for 20 years. The
Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of any
decision, pursuant to clause 3 (b)(3) or clause 4 (b) of rule VII
of the Rules of the House, to withhold a record otherwise avail-
able, and the matter shall be presented to the Committee for
a determination upon the written request of any Member of
the Committee.

(f) Availability of Amendments Adopted—Not later than 24
hours after the adoption of an amendment to a bill or resolu-
tion, the Chairman shall cause the text of any amendment
£a‘dopted thereto to be made publicly available in electronic
orm.

SEC. 5: COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGS

(a) Overall Budget Hearings.—Overall budget hearings by the
Committee, including the hearing required by section 242 (c) of the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 and clause 4 (a)(1) of rule
X of the Rules of the House of Representatives, shall be conducted
in open session except when the Committee in open session and
with a majority present, determines by roll call vote that the testi-
mony to be taken at that hearing on that day may be related to
a matter of national security; except that the Committee may by
the same procedure close one subsequent day of hearing. A tran-
script of all such hearings shall be printed and a copy furnished to
each Member, Delegate, and the Resident Commissioner from
Puerto Rico.

(b) Other Hearings.—

(1) All other hearings conducted by the Committee or its sub-
committees shall be open to the public except when the Com-
mittee or subcommittee in open session and with a majority
present determines by roll call vote that all or part of the re-
mainder of that hearing on that day shall be closed to the pub-
lic because disclosure of testimony, evidence, or other matters
to be considered would endanger the national security or would
violate any law or Rule of the House of Representatives. Not-
withstanding the requirements of the preceding sentence, a
majority of those present at a hearing conducted by the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees, there being in attendance
the number required under section 5 (c) of these rules to be
present for the purpose of taking testimony, (1) may vote to
close the hearing for the sole purpose of discussing whether
testimony or evidence to be received would endanger the na-
tional security or violate clause 2 (k)(5) of rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives or (2) may vote to close the
hearing, as provided in clause 2 (k)(5) of such rule. No Member
of the House of Representatives may be excluded from
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing of the Committee
or its subcommittees unless the House of Representatives shall
by majority vote authorize the Committee or any of its sub-
committees, for purposes of a particular series of hearings on
a particular article of legislation or on a particular subject of
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investigation, to close its hearings to Members by the same
procedures designated in this subsection for closing hearings to
the public; Provided, however, That the Committee or its sub-
committees may by the same procedure vote to close five subse-
quent days of hearings.

(2) Subcommittee chairmen shall coordinate the development
of schedules for meetings or hearings after consultation with
the Chairman and other subcommittee chairmen with a view
toward avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Committee and
subcommittee meetings or hearings.

(3) Each witness who is to appear before the Committee or
any of its subcommittees as the case may be, insofar as is prac-
ticable, shall file in advance of such appearance, a written
statement of the proposed testimony and shall limit the oral
presentation at such appearance to a brief summary, except
that this provision shall not apply to any witness appearing be-
fore the Committee in the overall budget hearings.

(4) Each witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity
before the Committee, or any of its subcommittees as the case
may be, shall to the greatest extent practicable, submit a writ-
ten statement including a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of
the amount and source (by agency and program) of any Federal
grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof),
or contracts or payments originating from a foreign govern-
ment, received during the current fiscal year or either of the
two previous fiscal years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness and related to the subject matter of
the hearing. Such statements, with appropriate redactions to
protect the privacy of witnesses, shall be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form not later than one day after the witness
appears. The disclosure referred to in this paragraph shall in-
clude the amount and source of each Federal grant (or
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) related to
the subject matter of the hearing, and the amount and country
of origin of any payment or contract related to the subject mat-
ter of the hearing originating with a foreign government.

(¢) Quorum for Taking Testimony.—The number of Members of
the Committee which shall constitute a quorum for taking testi-
glony and receiving evidence in any hearing of the Committee shall

e two.

(d) Calling and Interrogation of Witnesses.—

(1) The Minority Members of the Committee or its sub-
committees shall be entitled, upon request to the Chairman or
subcommittee chairman, by a majority of them before comple-
tion of any hearing, to call witnesses selected by the Minority
to testify with respect to the matter under consideration during
at least one day of hearings thereon.

(2) The Committee and its subcommittees shall observe the
five-minute rule during the interrogation of witnesses until
such time as each Member of the Committee or subcommittee
who so desires has had an opportunity to question the witness.

(e) Broadcasting and Photographing of Committee Meetings and
Hearings.—Whenever a hearing or meeting conducted by the full
Committee or any of its subcommittees is open to the public, those
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proceedings shall be open to coverage by television, radio, and still
photography, and shall be conducted in accordance with the re-
quirements set forth in clause (4)(f) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives. Neither the full Committee Chairman or
subcommittee chairman shall limit the number of television or still
cameras to fewer than two representatives from each medium (ex-
cept for legitimate space or safety, in which case pool coverage
shall be authorized). To the maximum practicable, the Committee
shall provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or meeting
for the transaction of business in a manner that allows the public
to easily listen to and view the proceedings and shall maintain the
recordings of such coverage in a manner that is easily accessible
to the public.

(f) Subcommittee Meetings.—No subcommittee shall sit while the
House is reading an appropriation measure for amendment under
the five-minute rule or while the Committee is in session.

(g) Public Notice of Committee Hearings.—The Chairman of the
Committee shall make public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any Committee or subcommittee hearing at least
one week before the commencement of the hearing. If the Chair-
man of the Committee or subcommittee, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member of the Committee or respective sub-
committee, determines there is good cause to begin the hearing
sooner, or if the Committee or subcommittee so determines by ma-
jority vote, a quorum being present for the transaction of business,
the Chairman or subcommittee chairman shall make the announce-
ment at the earliest possible date. Any announcement made under
this subsection shall be promptly published in the Daily Digest and
made publicly available in electronic form.

SEC. 6: PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

(a) Prompt Reporting Requirement.—

(1) It shall be the duty of the Chairman to report, or cause
to be reported promptly to the House any bill or resolution ap-
proved by the Committee and to take or cause to be taken nec-
essary steps to bring the matter to a vote.

(2) In any event, a report on a bill or resolution which the
Committee has approved shall be filed within seven calendar
days (exclusive of days in which the House is not in session)
after the day on which there has been filed with the Com-
mittee Clerk a written request, signed by a majority of Com-
mittee Members, for the reporting of such bill or resolution.
Upon the filing of any such request, the Committee Clerk shall
notify the Chairman immediately of the filing of the request.
This subsection does not apply to the reporting of a regular ap-
propriation bill or to the reporting of a resolution of inquiry ad-
dressed to the head of an executive department.

(b) Presence of Committee Majority.—No measure or rec-
ommendation shall be reported from the Committee unless a ma-
jority of the Committee was actually present.

(c) Roll Call Votes.—With respect to each roll call vote on a mo-
tion to report any measure or matter of a public character, and on
any amendment offered to the measure of matter, the total number
of votes cast for and against, and the names of those Members vot-
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ing for and against, shall be included in the Committee report on
the measure or matter.

(d) Compliance With Congressional Budget Act.—A Committee
report on a bill or resolution which has been approved by the Com-
mittee shall include the statement required by section 308(a) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, separately set out and clearly
identified, if the bill or resolution provides new budget authority.

(e) Changes in Existing Law.—Each Committee report on a gen-
eral appropriation bill shall contain a concise statement describing
fully the effect of any provision of the bill which directly or indi-
rectly changes the application of existing law.

(f) Rescissions and Transfers.—Each bill or resolution reported by
the Committee shall include separate headings for rescissions and
transfers of unexpended balances with all proposed rescissions and
transfers listed therein. The report of the Committee accompanying
such a bill or resolution shall include a separate section with re-
spect to such rescissions or transfers.

(g) Listing of Unauthorized Appropriations.—Each Committee re-
port on a general appropriation bill shall contain a list of all appro-
priations contained in the bill for any expenditure not currently au-
thorized by law for the period concerned (except for classified intel-
ligence or national security programs, projects, or activities) along
with a statement of the last year for which such expenditures were
authorized, the level of expenditures authorized for that year, the
actual level of expenditures for that year, and the level of appro-
priations in the bill for such expenditures.

(h) Duplicative Programs.—Each Committee report on a bill or
joint resolution that establishes or reauthorizes a Federal program
shall contain a statement indicating whether such program is
known to be duplicative of another program, pursuant to clause
3(c)(5) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(i) Supplemental or Minority Views.—

(1) If, at the time the Committee approves any measure or
matter, any Committee Member gives notice of intention to file
supplemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views, all
Members shall be entitled to not less than two additional cal-
endar days after the day of such notice (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays) in which to file such views in
writing and signed by the Member, with the Clerk of the Com-
mittee. All such views so filed shall be included in and shall
be a part of the report filed by the Committee with respect to
that measure or matter.

(2) The Committee report on that measure or matter shall be
printed in a single volume which—

(i) shall include all supplemental, minority, additional,
or dissenting views which have been submitted by the time
of the filing of the report, and

(i1) shall have on its cover a recital that any such supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting views are in-
cluded as part of the report.

(3) This subsection does not preclude—

(1) the immediate filing or printing of a Committee re-
port unless timely request for the opportunity to file sup-
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plemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views has
been made as provided by such subsection; or

(i1) the filing by the Committee of a supplemental report
on a measure or matter which may be required for correc-
tion of any technical error in a previous report made by
the Committee on that measure or matter.

(4) If, at the time a subcommittee approves any measure or
matter for recommendation to the full Committee, any Member
of that subcommittee who gives notice of intention to offer sup-
plemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views shall be
entitled, insofar as is practicable and in accordance with the
printing requirements as determined by the subcommittee, to
include such views in the Committee Print with respect to that
measure or matter.

() Availability of Reports.—A copy of each bill, resolution, or re-
port shall be made available to each Member of the Committee at
least three calendar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
holidays) in advance of the date on which the Committee is to con-
sider each bill, resolution, or report; Provided, That this subsection
may be waived by agreement between the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the full Committee.

(k) Performance Goals and Objectives.—Each Committee report
shall contain a statement of general performance goals and objec-
tives, including outcome-related goals and objectives, for which the
measure authorizes funding.

(1) Motion to go to Conference.—The Chairman is directed to offer
a motion under clause 1 of rule XXII of the Rules of the House
whenever the Chairman considers it appropriate.

SEC. 7: VOTING

(a) No vote by any Member of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees with respect to any measure or matter may be cast by
proxy.

(b) The vote on any question before the Committee shall be taken
by the yeas and nays on the demand of one-fifth of the Members
present.

(¢c) The Chairman of the Committee or the chairman of any of its
subcommittees may—

(1) postpone further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure or matter or on
adopting an amendment;

(2) resume proceedings on a postponed question at any time
after reasonable notice.

When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

SEC. 8: STUDIES AND EXAMINATIONS

The following procedure shall be applicable with respect to the
conduct of studies and examinations of the organization and oper-
ation of Executive Agencies under authority contained in section
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202 (b) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 and in clause
(8)(a) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Representatives:

(a) The Chairman is authorized to appoint such staff and, in his
discretion, arrange for the procurement of temporary services of
consultants, as from time to time may be required.

(b) Studies and examinations will be initiated upon the written
request of a subcommittee which shall be reasonably specific and
definite in character, and shall be initiated only by a majority vote
of the subcommittee, with the chairman of the subcommittee and
the ranking minority member thereof participating as part of such
majority vote. When so initiated such request shall be filed with
the Clerk of the Committee for submission to the Chairman and
the Ranking Minority Member and their approval shall be required
to make the same effective. Notwithstanding any action taken on
such request by the chairman and ranking minority member of the
subcommittee, a request may be approved by a majority of the
Committee.

(c) Any request approved as provided under subsection (b) shall
be immediately turned over to the staff appointed for action.

(d) Any information obtained by such staff shall be reported to
the chairman of the subcommittee requesting such study and ex-
amination and to the Chairman and Ranking Minority Member,
shall be made available to the members of the subcommittee con-
cerned, and shall not be released for publication until the sub-
committee so determines.

(e) Any hearings or investigations which may be desired, aside
from the regular hearings on appropriation items, when approved
by the Committee, shall be conducted by the subcommittee having
jurisdiction over the matter.

SEC. 9: TEMPORARY INVESTIGATIVE TASK FORCES

(a) The Chairman of the full Committee, in consultation with the
Ranking Member of the full Committee, may establish and appoint
members to serve on task forces of the Committee, to examine spe-
cific activities for a limited period of time in accordance with clause
5(b)2(C) of rule X of the Rules of the House.

(b) The Chairman of the full Committee shall issue a written di-
rective, in consultation with the Ranking Member of the full Com-
mittee, delineating the specific activities to be reviewed by a task
force constituted pursuant to the preceding paragraph.

(c) A task force constituted under this section shall provide a
written report of its findings and recommendations to the full Com-
mittee Chairman and Ranking Member and members of the rel-
evant subcommittees having jurisdiction over the matters reviewed.
Such report shall be approved by a majority vote of the task force
and shall include any supplemental, minority, additional, or dis-
senting views submitted by a Member of the task force or a mem-
ber of a subcommittee having jurisdiction over the matter re-
viewed.

(d) Any information obtained during the course of such investiga-
tion, and any report produced by, a task force pursuant to this sec-
tion, shall not be released until the Chairman of the full Com-
mittee has authorized such release.
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(e) The Chairman is authorized to appoint such staff, and, in his
discretion, arrange for the procurement of temporary services, as
from time to time may be required.

SEC. 10: OFFICIAL TRAVEL

(a) The chairman of a subcommittee shall approve requests for
travel by subcommittee members and staff for official business
within the jurisdiction of that subcommittee. The ranking minority
member of a subcommittee shall concur in such travel requests by
minority members of that subcommittee and the Ranking Minority
Member shall concur in such travel requests for Minority Members
of the Committee. Requests in writing covering the purpose,
itinerary, and dates of proposed travel shall be submitted for final
approval to the Chairman. Specific approval shall be required for
each and every trip.

(b) The Chairman is authorized during the recess of the Congress
to approve travel authorizations for Committee Members and staff,
including travel outside the United States.

(c) As soon as practicable, the Chairman shall direct the head of
each Government agency concerned to honor requests of sub-
committees, individual Members, or staff for travel, the direct or
indirect expenses of which are to be defrayed from an executive ap-
propriation, only upon request from the Chairman.

(d) In accordance with clause 8 of rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives and section 502 (b) of the Mutual Secu-
rity Act of 1954, as amended, local currencies owned by the United
States shall be available to Committee Members and staff engaged
in carrying out their official duties outside the United States, its
territories, or possessions. No Committee Member or staff member
shall receive or expend local currencies for subsistence in any coun-
try at a rate in excess of the maximum per diem rate set forth in
applicable Federal law.

(e) Travel Reports.—

(1) Members or staff shall make a report to the Chairman on
their travel, covering the purpose, results, itinerary, expenses,
and other pertinent comments.

(2) With respect to travel outside the United States or its
territories or possessions, the report shall include: (1) an
itemized list showing the dates each country was visited, the
amount of per diem furnished, the cost of transportation fur-
nished, and any funds expended for any other official purpose;
and (2) a summary in these categories of the total foreign cur-
rencies and/or appropriated funds expended. All such indi-
vidual reports on foreign travel shall be filed with the Chair-
man no later than 60 days following completion of the travel
for use in complying with reporting requirements in applicable
Federal law, and shall be open for public inspection.

(3) Each Member or employee performing such travel shall
be solely responsible for supporting the amounts reported by
the Member or employee.

(4) No report or statement as to any trip shall be publicized
making any recommendations on behalf of the Committee
without the authorization of a majority of the Committee.
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(f) Members and staff of the Committee performing authorized
travel on official business pertaining to the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee shall be governed by applicable laws or regulations of the
House and of the Committee on House Administration pertaining
to such travel, and as promulgated from time to time by the Chair-
man.

SEC. 11. AcTIVITIES REPORTS

(a) Not later than January 2 of each odd-numbered year, the
Committee shall submit to the House a report on the activities of
the Committee.

(b) After adjournment sine die of a regular session of Congress,
or after December 15, whichever occurs first, the Chairman may
file the report with the Clerk of the House at any time and without
the approval of the Committee, provided that a copy of the report
has been available to each Member of the Committee for at least
seven calendar days and the report includes any supplemental, mi-
nority, additional, or dissenting views submitted by a Member of
the Committee.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 115TH
CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The Rules of the House of Representatives are the rules of the
Committee on Armed Services (hereinafter referred to in these
rules as the “Committee”) and its subcommittees so far as applica-
ble.

(b) Pursuant to clause 2(a)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee’s rules shall be publicly avail-
able in electronic form and published in the Congressional Record
not later than 30 days after the chair of the committee is elected
in each odd-numbered year.

(37)
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RULE 2.—FULL COMMITTEE MEETING DATE

(a) The Committee shall meet every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m.,
when the House of Representatives is in session, and at such other
times as may be fixed by the Chairman of the Committee (herein-
after referred to as the “Chairman”), or by written request of mem-
bers of the Committee pursuant to clause 2(c) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives.

(b) A Wednesday meeting of the Committee may be dispensed
with by the Chairman, but such action may be reversed by a writ-
ten request of a majority of the members of the Committee.

RULE 3.—SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATES

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive
evidence, and report to the Committee on all matters referred to
it. Insofar as possible, meetings of the Committee and its sub-
committees shall not conflict. A subcommittee Chairman shall set
meeting dates after consultation with the Chairman, other sub-
committee Chairmen, and the Ranking Minority Member of the
subcommittee with a view toward avoiding, whenever possible, si-
multaneous scheduling of Committee and subcommittee meetings
or hearings.

RULE 4.—JURISDICTION AND MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE AND
SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Jurisdiction.—

(1) The Committee retains jurisdiction of all subjects listed
in clause 1(¢) and clause 3(b) of rule X of the Rules of the
House of Representatives and retains exclusive jurisdiction for:
Defense policy generally, ongoing military operations, the orga-
nization and reform of the Department of Defense and Depart-
ment of Energy, counter-drug programs, security and humani-
tarian assistance (except special operations-related activities)
of the Department of Defense, acquisition and industrial base
policy, technology transfer and export controls, joint interoper-
ability, detainee affairs and policy, force protection policy and
inter-agency reform as it pertains to the Department of De-
fense and the nuclear weapons programs of the Department of
Energy. In addition the committee will be responsible for intel-
ligence policy (including coordination of military intelligence
programs), national intelligence programs, and Department of
Defense elements that are part of the Intelligence Community.
While subcommittees are provided jurisdictional responsibil-
ities in subparagraph (2), the Committee retains the right to
exercise oversight and legislative jurisdiction over all subjects
within its purview under rule X of the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

(2) The Committee shall be organized to consist of seven
standing subcommittees with the following jurisdictions:

Subcommittee on Tactical Air and Land Forces: All
Army, Air Force and Marine Corps acquisition programs
(except Marine Corps amphibious assault vehicle pro-
grams, strategic missiles, space, lift programs, special op-
erations, science and technology programs, and informa-
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tion technology accounts) and the associated weapons sys-
tems sustainment. In addition, the subcommittee will be
responsible for Navy and Marine Corps aviation programs
and the associated weapons systems sustainment, National
Guard and Army, Air Force and Marine Corps Reserve
modernization, and ammunition programs.

Subcommittee on Military Personnel: Military personnel
policy, Reserve Component integration and employment
issues, military health care, military education, and POW/
MIA issues. In addition, the subcommittee will be respon-
sible for Morale, Welfare and Recreation issues and pro-
grams.

Subcommittee on Readiness: Military readiness, train-
ing, logistics and maintenance issues and programs. In ad-
dition, the subcommittee will be responsible for all mili-
tary construction, depot policy, civilian personnel policy,
environmental policy, installations and family housing
issues, including the base closure process, and energy pol-
icy and programs of the Department of Defense.

Subcommittee on Seapower and Projection Forces: Navy
acquisition programs, Naval Reserve equipment, and Ma-
rine Corps amphibious assault vehicle programs (except
strategic weapons, space, special operations, science and
technology programs, and information technology pro-
grams), deep strike bombers and related systems, lift pro-
grams, seaborne unmanned aerial systems and the associ-
ated weapons systems sustainment. In addition, the sub-
committee will be responsible for Maritime programs
under the jurisdiction of the Committee as delineated in
paragraphs 5 and 9 of clause 1(c) of rule X of the Rules
of the House of Representatives.

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces: Strategic weapons
(except deep strike bombers and related systems), space
programs (including national intelligence space programs),
ballistic missile defense, the associated weapons systems
sustainment, and Department of Energy national security
programs.

Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities:
Defense-wide and joint enabling activities and programs to
include: Special Operations Forces; counter-proliferation
and counter-terrorism programs and initiatives; science
and technology policy and programs; information tech-
nology programs; homeland defense and Department of
Defense related consequence management programs; re-
lated intelligence support; and other enabling programs
and activities to include cyber operations, strategic com-
munications, and information operations; and the Coopera-
tive Threat Reduction program.

Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations: Any
matter within the jurisdiction of the Committee, subject to
the concurrence of the Chairman of the Committee and, as
appropriate, affected subcommittee chairmen. The sub-
committee shall have no legislative jurisdiction.

(b) Membership of the Subcommittees.—
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(1) Subcommittee memberships, with the exception of mem-
bership on the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations,
shall be filled in accordance with the rules of the Majority par-
ty’s conference and the Minority party’s caucus, respectively.

(2) The Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations shall be filled in ac-
cordance with the rules of the Majority party’s conference and
the Minority party’s caucus, respectively. Consistent with the
party ratios established by the Majority party, all other Major-
ity members of the subcommittee shall be appointed by the
Chairman of the Committee, and all other Minority members
shall be appointed by the Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee.

(83) The Chairman of the Committee and Ranking Minority
Member thereof may sit as ex officio members of all sub-
committees. Ex officio members shall not vote in subcommittee
hearings or meetings or be taken into consideration for the
purpose of determining the ratio of the subcommittees or es-
tablishing a quorum at subcommittee hearings or meetings.

(4) A member of the Committee who is not a member of a
particular subcommittee may sit with the subcommittee and
participate during any of its hearings but shall not have au-
thority to vote, cannot be counted for the purpose of achieving
a quorum, and cannot raise a point of order at the hearing.

RULE 5.—COMMITTEE PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) Committee Panels.—

(1) The Chairman may designate a panel of the Committee
consisting of members of the Committee to inquire into and
take testimony on a matter or matters that fall within the ju-
risdiction of more than one subcommittee and to report to the
Committee.

(2) No panel appointed by the Chairman shall continue in
existence for more than six months after the appointment. A
panel so appointed may, upon the expiration of six months, be
reappointed by the Chairman for a period of time which is not
to exceed six months.

(3) Consistent with the party ratios established by the Ma-
jority party, all Majority members of the panels shall be ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Committee, and all Minority
members shall be appointed by the Ranking Minority Member
of the Committee. The Chairman of the Committee shall
choose one of the Majority members so appointed who does not
currently chair another subcommittee of the Committee to
serve as Chairman of the panel. The Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Committee shall similarly choose the Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the panel.

(4) No panel shall have legislative jurisdiction.

(b) Commiitee and Subcommittee Task Forces.—

(1) The Chairman of the Committee, or a Chairman of a sub-
committee with the concurrence of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, may designate a task force to inquire into and take tes-
timony on a matter that falls within the jurisdiction of the
Committee or subcommittee, respectively. The Chairman and
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Ranking Minority Member of the Committee or subcommittee
shall each appoint an equal number of members to the task
force. The Chairman of the Committee or subcommittee shall
choose one of the members so appointed, who does not cur-
rently chair another subcommittee of the Committee, to serve
as Chairman of the task force. The Ranking Minority Member
of the Committee or subcommittee shall similarly appoint the
Ranking Minority Member of the task force.

(2) No task force appointed by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall continue in existence for more
than three months. A task force may only be reappointed for
an additional three months with the written concurrence of the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee or
subcommittee whose Chairman appointed the task force.

(3) No task force shall have legislative jurisdiction.

RULE 6.—REFERENCE AND CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION

(a) The Chairman shall refer legislation and other matters to the
appropriate subcommittee or to the full Committee.

(b) Legislation shall be taken up for a hearing or markup only
when called by the Chairman of the Committee or subcommittee,
as appropriate, or by a majority of the Committee or subcommittee,
as appropriate.

(c) The Chairman, with approval of a majority vote of a quorum
of the Committee, shall have authority to discharge a sub-
committee from consideration of any measure or matter referred
thereto and have such measure or matter considered by the Com-
mittee.

(d) Reports and recommendations of a subcommittee may not be
considered by the Committee until after the intervention of three
calendar days from the time the report is approved by the sub-
committee and available to the members of the Committee, except
that this rule may be waived by a majority vote of a quorum of the
Committee.

(e) The Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, shall establish criteria for recommending legislation and
other matters to be considered by the House of Representatives,
pursuant to clause 1 of rule XV of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Such criteria shall not conflict with the Rules of the
House of Representatives and other applicable rules.

RULE 7.—PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

(a) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Chairman of the Committee, or of any sub-
committee, panel, or task force, shall make a public announcement
of the date, place, and subject matter of any hearing or meeting be-
fore that body at least one week before the commencement of a
hearing and at least three days before the commencement of a
meeting. However, if the Chairman of the Committee, or of any
subcommittee, panel, or task force, with the concurrence of the re-
spective Ranking Minority Member, determines that there is good
cause to begin the hearing or meeting sooner, or if the Committee,
subcommittee, panel, or task force so determines by majority vote,
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a quorum being present for the transaction of business, such chair-
man shall make the announcement at the earliest possible date.
Any announcement made under this rule shall be promptly pub-
lished in the Daily Digest, promptly entered into the committee
scheduling service of the House Information Resources, and
promptly made publicly available in electronic form.

(b) At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of legislation, or at the time of an announcement under
paragraph (a) made within 24 hours before such meeting, the
Chairman of the Committee, or of any subcommittee, panel, or task
force shall cause the text of such measure or matter to be made
publicly available in electronic form as provided in clause 2(g)(4) of
rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

RULE 8.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

(a) Pursuant to clause 2(e)(5) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or
meeting for the transaction of business in a manner that allows the
public to easily listen to and view the proceedings. The Committee
shall maintain the recordings of such coverage in a manner that is
easily accessible to the public.

(b) Clause 4 of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives shall apply to the Committee.

RULE 9.—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

(a) Each hearing and meeting for the transaction of business, in-
cluding the markup of legislation, conducted by the Committee, or
any subcommittee, panel, or task force, to the extent that the re-
spective body is authorized to conduct markups, shall be open to
the public except when the Committee, subcommittee, panel, or
task force in open session and with a majority being present, deter-
mines by record vote that all or part of the remainder of that hear-
ing or meeting on that day shall be in executive session because
disclosure of testimony, evidence, or other matters to be considered
would endanger the national security, would compromise sensitive
law enforcement information, or would violate any law or rule of
the House of Representatives. Notwithstanding the requirements of
the preceding sentence, a majority of those present, there being in
attendance no fewer than two members of the Committee, sub-
committee, panel, or task force may vote to close a hearing or meet-
ing for the sole purpose of discussing whether testimony or evi-
dence to be received would endanger the national security, would
compromise sensitive law enforcement information, or would vio-
late any law or rule of the House of Representatives. If the decision
is to proceed in executive session, the vote must be by record vote
and in open session, a majority of the Committee, subcommittee,
panel, or task force being present.

(b) Whenever it is asserted by a member of the Committee or
subcommittee that the evidence or testimony at a hearing may
tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person, or it is as-
serted by a witness that the evidence or testimony that the witness
would give at a hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or incrimi-
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nate the witness, notwithstanding the requirements of (a) and the
provisions of clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, such evidence or testimony shall be presented in
executive session, if by a majority vote of those present, there being
in attendance no fewer than two members of the Committee or sub-
committee, the Committee or subcommittee determines that such
evidence may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person.
A majority of those present, there being in attendance no fewer
than two members of the Committee or subcommittee may also
vote to close the hearing or meeting for the sole purpose of dis-
cussing whether evidence or testimony to be received would tend
to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person. The Committee or
subcommittee shall proceed to receive such testimony in open ses-
sion only if the Committee or subcommittee, a majority being
present, determines that such evidence or testimony will not tend
to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person.

(¢) Notwithstanding the foregoing, and with the approval of the
Chairman, each member of the Committee may designate by letter
to the Chairman, one member of that member’s personal staff, and
an alternate, which may include fellows, with Top Secret security
clearance to attend hearings of the Committee, or that member’s
subcommittee(s), panel(s), or task force(s) (excluding briefings or
meetings held under the provisions of committee rule 9(a)), which
have been closed under the provisions of rule 9(a) above for na-
tional security purposes for the taking of testimony. The attend-
ance of such a staff member or fellow at such hearings is subject
to the approval of the Committee, subcommittee, panel, or task
force as dictated by national security requirements at that time.
The attainment of any required security clearances is the responsi-
bility of individual members of the Committee.

(d) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, no Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner may be excluded from nonparticipatory attendance at any
hearing of the Committee or a subcommittee, unless the House of
Representatives shall by majority vote authorize the Committee or
subcommittee, for purposes of a particular series of hearings on a
particular article of legislation or on a particular subject of inves-
tigation, to close its hearings to Members, Delegates, and the Resi-
dent Commissioner by the same procedures designated in this rule
for closing hearings to the public.

(e) The Committee or the subcommittee may vote, by the same
procedure, to meet in executive session for up to five additional
consecutive days of hearings.

RULE 10.—QUORUM

(a) For purposes of taking testimony and receiving evidence, two
members shall constitute a quorum.

(b) One-third of the members of the Committee or subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for taking any action, with the following
exceptions, in which case a majority of the Committee or sub-
committee shall constitute a quorum:

(1) Reporting a measure or recommendation;
(2) Closing Committee or subcommittee meetings and hear-
ings to the public;
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(3) Authorizing the issuance of subpoenas;
(4) Authorizing the use of executive session material; and
(5) Voting to proceed in open session after voting to close to
discuss whether evidence or testimony to be received would
tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person.
(c) No measure or recommendation shall be reported to the
House of Representatives unless a majority of the Committee is ac-
tually present.

RULE 11.—THE F1vE-MINUTE RULE

(a) Subject to rule 15, the time any one member may address the
Committee or subcommittee on any measure or matter under con-
sideration shall not exceed five minutes and then only when the
member has been recognized by the Chairman or subcommittee
chairman, as appropriate, except that this time limit may be ex-
ceeded by unanimous consent. Any member, upon request, shall be
recognized for not more than five minutes to address the Com-
mittee or subcommittee on behalf of an amendment which the
member has offered to any pending bill or resolution. The five-
minute limitation shall not apply to the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee or subcommittee.

(b)(1) Members who are present at a hearing of the Committee
or subcommittee when a hearing is originally convened shall be
recognized by the Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as appro-
priate, in order of seniority. Those members arriving subsequently
shall be recognized in order of their arrival. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member will
take precedence upon their arrival. In recognizing members to
question witnesses in this fashion, the Chairman shall take into
consideration the ratio of the Majority to Minority members
present and shall establish the order of recognition for questioning
in such a manner as not to disadvantage the members of either
party.

(2) Pursuant to rule 4 and subject to rule 15, a member of the
Committee who is not a member of a subcommittee may be recog-
nized by a subcommittee chairman in order of their arrival and
after all present subcommittee members have been recognized.

(3) The Chairman of the Committee or a subcommittee, with the
concurrence of the respective Ranking Minority Member, may de-
part with the regular order for questioning which is specified in
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this rule provided that such a decision is
announced prior to the hearing or prior to the opening statements
of the witnesses and that any such departure applies equally to the
Majority and the Minority.

(¢c) No person other than a Member, Delegate, or Resident Com-
missioner of Congress and committee staff may be seated in or be-
hind the dais area during Committee, subcommittee, panel, or task
force hearings and meetings.

RULE 12.—POWER ToO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA POWER

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of its functions and duties
under rules X and XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives,
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the Committee and any subcommittee is authorized (subject to sub-
paragraph (b)(1) of this paragraph):

(1) to sit and act at such times and places within the United
States, whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has
adjourned, and to hold hearings, and

(2) to require by subpoena, or otherwise, the attendance and
testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, papers and docu-
ments, including, but not limited to, those in electronic form,
as it considers necessary.

(b)(1) A subpoena may be authorized and issued by the Com-
mittee, or any subcommittee with the concurrence of the full Com-
mittee Chairman and after consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee, under subparagraph (a)(2) in the con-
duct of any investigation, or series of investigations or activities,
only when authorized by a majority of the members voting, a ma-
jority of the Committee or subcommittee being present. Authorized
subpoenas shall be signed only by the Chairman, or by any mem-
ber designated by the Committee.

(2) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, compliance with any subpoena issued by the
Committee or any subcommittee under subparagraph (a)(2) may be
enforced only as authorized or directed by the House of Representa-
tives.

RULE 13.—WITNESS STATEMENTS

(a) Any prepared statement to be presented by a witness to the
Committee or a subcommittee shall be submitted to the Committee
or subcommittee at least 48 hours in advance of presentation and
shall be distributed to all members of the Committee or sub-
committee as soon as practicable but not less than 24 hours in ad-
vance of presentation. A copy of any such prepared statement shall
also be submitted to the Committee in electronic form. If a pre-
pared statement contains national security information bearing a
classification of Confidential or higher, the statement shall be
made available in the Committee rooms to all members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee as soon as practicable but not less than 24
hours in advance of presentation; however, no such statement shall
be removed from the Committee offices. The requirement of this
rule may be waived by a majority vote of the Committee or sub-
committee, a quorum being present. In cases where a witness does
not submit a statement by the time required under this rule, the
Chairman of the Committee or subcommittee, as appropriate, with
the concurrence of the respective Ranking Minority Member, may
elect to exclude the witness from the hearing.

(b) The Committee and each subcommittee shall require each
witness who is to appear before it to file with the Committee in ad-
vance of his or her appearance a written statement of the proposed
testimony and to limit the oral presentation at such appearance to
a brief summary of the submitted written statement.

(c) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(5) of rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, written witness statements, with appropriate
redactions to protect the privacy of the witness, shall be made pub-
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licly available in electronic form not later than one day after the
witness appears.

RULE 14.—ADMINISTERING OATHS TO WITNESSES

(a) The Chairman, or any member designated by the Chairman,
may administer oaths to any witness.

(b) Witnesses, when sworn, shall subscribe to the following oath:
“Do you solemnly swear (or affirm) that the testimony you will give
before this Committee (or subcommittee) in the matters now under
consideration will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?”

RULE 15.—QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES

(a) When a witness is before the Committee or a subcommittee,
members of the Committee or subcommittee may put questions to
the witness only when recognized by the Chairman or sub-
committee chairman, as appropriate, for that purpose according to
rule 11 of the Committee.

(b) Members of the Committee or subcommittee who so desire
shall have not more than five minutes to question each witness or
panel of witnesses, the responses of the witness or witnesses being
included in the five-minute period, until such time as each member
has had an opportunity to question each witness or panel of wit-
nesses. Thereafter, additional rounds for questioning witnesses by
members are within the discretion of the Chairman or sub-
committee chairman, as appropriate.

(c) Questions put to witnesses before the Committee or sub-
committee shall be pertinent to the measure or matter that may be
before the Committee or subcommittee for consideration.

RULE 16.—PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND MARKUPS

The transcripts of those hearings conducted by the Committee,
subcommittee, or panel will be published officially in substantially
verbatim form, with the material requested for the record inserted
at that place requested, or at the end of the record, as appropriate.
The transcripts of markups conducted by the Committee or any
subcommittee may be published officially in verbatim form. Any re-
quests to correct any errors, other than those in transcription, will
be appended to the record, and the appropriate place where the
change is requested will be footnoted. Any transcript published
under this rule shall include the results of record votes conducted
in the session covered by the transcript and shall also include ma-
terials that have been submitted for the record and are covered
under rule 19. The handling and safekeeping of these materials
shall fully satisfy the requirements of rule 20. No transcript of an
executive session conducted under rule 9 shall be published under
this rule.

RULE 17.—VOTING AND ROLLCALLS

(a) Voting on a measure or matter may be by record vote, divi-
sion vote, voice vote, or unanimous consent.
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(b) A record vote shall be ordered upon the request of one-fifth
of those members present.

(¢c) No vote by any member of the Committee or a subcommittee
with respect to any measure or matter shall be cast by proxy.

(d) In the event of a vote or votes, when a member is in attend-
ance at any other committee, subcommittee, or conference com-
mittee meeting during that time, the necessary absence of that
member shall be so noted in the record vote record, upon timely no-
tification to the Chairman by that member.

(e) The Chairman of the Committee or a subcommittee, as appro-
priate, with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Member or
the most senior Minority member who is present at the time, may
elect to postpone requested record votes until such time or point at
a markup as is mutually decided. When proceedings resume on a
postponed question, notwithstanding any intervening order for the
previous question, the underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same extent as when the
question was postponed.

RULE 18.—COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) If, at the time of approval of any measure or matter by the
Committee, any member of the Committee gives timely notice of in-
tention to file supplemental, Minority, additional or dissenting
views, all members shall be entitled to not less than two calendar
days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such days) in which to file such
written and signed views with the Staff Director of the Committee,
or the Staff Director’s designee. All such views so filed by one or
more members of the Committee shall be included within, and
shall be a part of, the report filed by the Committee with respect
to that measure or matter.

(b) With respect to each record vote on a motion to report any
measure or matter, and on any amendment offered to the measure
or matter, the total number of votes cast for and against, the
names of those voting for and against, and a brief description of the
question, shall be included in the Committee report on the measure
or matter.

(c) Not later than 24 hours after the adoption of any amendment
to a measure or matter considered by the Committee, the Chair-
man shall cause the text of each such amendment to be made pub-
licly available in electronic form as provided in clause 2(e)(6) of
rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

RULE 19.—PuUBLIC INSPECTION OF COMMITTEE ROLLCALLS

The result of each record vote in any meeting of the Committee
shall be made available by the Committee for inspection by the
public at reasonable times in the offices of the Committee and also
made publicly available in electronic form within 48 hours of such
record vote pursuant to clause 2(e)(1)(B)(i) of rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives. Information so available shall in-
clude a description of the amendment, motion, order, or other prop-
osition and the name of each member voting for and each member
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voting against such amendment, motion, order, or proposition and
the names of those members present but not voting.

RULE 20.—PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND OTHER
INFORMATION

(a) Except as provided in clause 2(g) of rule XI of the Rules of
the House of Representatives, all national security information
bearing a classification of Confidential or higher which has been re-
ceived by the Committee or a subcommittee shall be deemed to
have been received in executive session and shall be given appro-
priate safekeeping.

(b) The Chairman of the Committee shall, with the approval of
a majority of the Committee, establish such procedures as in his
judgment may be necessary to prevent the unauthorized disclosure
of any national security information that is received which is clas-
sified as Confidential or higher. Such procedures shall, however,
ensure access to this information by any member of the Committee
or any other Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner of the
House of Representatives, staff of the Committee, or staff des-
ignated under rule 9(c) who have the appropriate security clear-
ances and the need to know, who has requested the opportunity to
review such material.

(c) The Chairman of the Committee shall, in consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member, establish such procedures as in his
judgment may be necessary to prevent the unauthorized disclosure
of any proprietary information that is received by the Committee,
subcommittee, panel, or task force. Such procedures shall be con-
sistent with the Rules of the House of Representatives and applica-
ble law.

RULE 21.—COMMITTEE STAFFING

The staffing of the Committee, the standing subcommittees, and
any panel or task force designated by the Chairman or chairmen
of the subcommittees shall be subject to the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

RULE 22.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. The Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of rule VII,
to withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determination on the written re-
quest of any member of the Committee.

RULE 23.—HEARING PROCEDURES

Clause 2(k) of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives shall apply to the Committee.
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RULE 24.—COMMITTEE ACTIVITY REPORTS

Not later than January 2nd of each odd-numbered year the Com-
mittee shall submit to the House a report on its activities, pursu-
ant to clause 1(d) of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET FOR THE
115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES

(a) Except as otherwise specified herein, the Rules of the House
of Representatives are the rules of the Committee so far as applica-
ble, except that a motion to recess from day to day, or a motion to
recess subject to the call of the Chair (within 24 hours), or a motion
to dispense with the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolution,
if printed copies are available, is a non-debatable motion of privi-
lege in the Committee. A proposed investigative or oversight report
shall be considered as read if it has been available to the members
of the Committee for at least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days, or legal holidays except when the House is in session on such
day).

(b) The Committee’s rules shall be publicly available in electronic
form and published in the Congressional Record not later than 30
days after the Chair of the Committee is elected in each odd-num-
bered year.

(51)
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MEETINGS

RULE 2.—REGULAR MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting day of the Committee shall be the second
Wednesday of each month at 11 a.m., while the House is in session,
if notice is given pursuant to paragraph (c) and paragraph (g)(3) of
clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

(b) Regular meetings shall be canceled when they conflict with
meetings of either party’s caucus or conference.

(¢) The Chair shall give written notice of the date, place, and
subject matter of any Committee meeting, which may not com-
mence earlier than the third day on which members have notice
thereof, unless the Chair, with the concurrence of the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, or the Committee by majority vote with a quorum
present for the transaction of business, determines there is good
cause to begin the hearing sooner, in which case the Chair shall
make the announcement at the earliest possible date. An an-
nouncement shall be published promptly in the Daily Digest and
made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 3.—ADDITIONAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) The Chair may call and convene additional meetings of the
Committee as the Chair considers necessary or special meetings at
the request of a majority of the members of the Committee in ac-
cordance with clause 2(c) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

(b) In the absence of exceptional circumstances, the Chair shall
provide public electronic notice of additional meetings to the office
of each member at least 24 hours in advance while Congress is in
session, and at least three days in advance when Congress is not
in session.

RULE 4.—OPEN BUSINESS MEETINGS

Meetings and hearings of the Committee shall be called to order
and presided over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence, by the
member designated by the Chair as the Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee, or by the Ranking majority member of the Committee
present as Acting Chair.

(a) Each meeting for the transaction of Committee business, in-
cluding the markup of measures, shall be open to the public except
when the Committee, in open session and with a quorum present,
determines by roll call vote that all or part of the remainder of the
meeting on that day shall be closed to the public in accordance
with clause 2(g)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(b) No person, other than members of the Committee and such
congressional staff and departmental representatives as the Com-
mittee may authorize, shall be present at any business or markup
session which has been closed to the public.

(c) Not later than 24 hours after commencing a meeting to con-
sider a measure or matter, the Chair of the Committee shall cause
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the text of such measure or matter and any amendment adopted
thereto to be made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 5.—QUORUMS

(a) A majority of the Committee shall constitute a quorum. No
business shall be transacted and no measure or recommendation
shall be reported unless a quorum is actually present.

RULE 6.—RECOGNITION

(a) Any member, when recognized by the Chair, may address the
Committee on any bill, motion, or other matter under consideration
before the Committee. The time of such member shall be limited
to 5 minutes until all members present have been afforded an op-
portunity to comment.

RULE 7.—CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS

(a) Measures or matters may be placed before the Committee, for
its consideration, by the Chair or by a majority vote of the Com-
mittee members, a quorum being present.

RULE 8. —AVAILABILITY OF LEGISLATION

(a) The Committee shall consider no bill, joint resolution, or con-
current resolution unless copies of the measure have been made
available to all Committee members at least 24 hours prior to the
time at which such measure is to be considered. When considering
concurrent resolutions on the budget, this requirement shall be sat-
isfied by making available copies of the complete Chairman’s mark
(or such material as will provide the basis for Committee consider-
ation). The provisions of this rule may be suspended with the con-
currence of the Chair and Ranking Minority Member.

(b) At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of legislation, the Chair shall cause the text of such
legislation to be made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 9.—PROCEDURE FOR CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION

(a) It shall be the policy of the Committee that the starting point
for any deliberations on a concurrent resolution on the budget
should be the estimated or actual levels for the fiscal year pre-
ceding the budget year.

In the consideration of a concurrent resolution on the budget, the
Committee shall first proceed, unless otherwise determined by the
Committee, to consider budget aggregates, functional categories,
and other appropriate matters on a tentative basis, with the docu-
ment before the Committee open to amendment. Subsequent
amendments may be offered to aggregates, functional categories, or
other appropriate matters, which have already been amended in
their entirety.

(b) Following adoption of the aggregates, functional categories,
and other matters, the text of a concurrent resolution on the budg-
et incorporating such aggregates, functional categories, and other
appropriate matters shall be considered for amendment and a final
vote.
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RULE 10.—RoLL CALL VOTES

(a) A roll call of the members may be had upon the request of
at least one-fifth of those present. In the apparent absence of a
quorum, a roll call may be had on the request of any member.

(b) No vote may be conducted on any measure or motion pending
before the Committee unless a quorum is present for such purpose.

(c) No vote by any member of the Committee on any measure or
matter may be cast by proxy.

(d) In accordance with clause 2(e)(1)(B) of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, a record of the vote of each Com-
mittee member on each recorded vote shall be available for public
inspection at the offices of the Committee and also made publicly
available in electronic form within 48 hours of such record vote,
and, with respect to any roll call vote on any motion to amend or
report, shall be included in the report of the Committee showing
the total number of votes cast for and against and the names of
those members voting for and against.

HEARINGS

RULE 11.—ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

(a) The Chair shall make a public announcement of the date,
place, and subject matter of any Committee hearing at least one
week before the hearing, beginning with the day in which the an-
nouncement is made and ending the day preceding the scheduled
hearing unless the Chair, with the concurrence of the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, or the Committee by majority vote with a quorum
present for the transaction of business, determines there is good
cause to begin the hearing sooner, in which case the Chair shall
make the announcement at the earliest possible date. Such an-
nouncement shall be published promptly in the Daily Digest and
made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 12.—OPEN HEARINGS

(a) Each hearing conducted by the Committee or any of its task
forces shall be open to the public except when the Committee or
task force, in open session and with a quorum present, determines
by roll call vote that all or part of the remainder of that hearing
on that day shall be closed to the public because disclosure of testi-
mony, evidence, or other matters to be considered would endanger
the national security, or would compromise sensitive law enforce-
ment information, or would tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate
any person, or would violate any law or rule of the House of Rep-
resentatives. The Committee or task forces may by the same proce-
dure vote to close one subsequent day of hearing.

(b) For the purposes clause 2(g)(2) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the task forces of the Committee are con-
sidered to be subcommittees.

RULE 13.—QUORUMS

(a) For the purpose of hearing testimony, not less than two mem-
bers of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.
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RULE 14.—QUESTIONING WITNESSES

(a) Questioning of witnesses will be conducted under the 5-
minute rule unless the Committee adopts a motion pursuant to
clause 2(j) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(b) In questioning witnesses under the 5-minute rule:

(1) First, the Chair and the Ranking Minority Member shall
be recognized;

(2) Next, the Committee members present at the time the
hearing is called to order shall be recognized in order of senior-
ity; and

(3) Finally, the Committee members not present at the time
the hearing is called to order may be recognized in the order
of their arrival at the hearing.

(c) In recognizing Committee members to question witnesses, the
Chair may take into consideration the ratio of majority members
to minority members and the number of majority and minority
members present and shall apportion the recognition for ques-
tioning in such a manner as not to disadvantage the members of
the majority.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (A), the
Chair and Ranking Minority Member may designate an equal num-
ber of members from each party to question a witness for a period
not longer than 30 minutes, or may designate staff from each party
to question a witness for a period not longer than 30 minutes.

RULE 15.—SUBPOENAS AND OATHS

(a) In accordance with clause 2(m) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, subpoenas authorized by a majority of
the Committee or by the Chair (pursuant to such rules and limita-
tions as the Committee may prescribe) may be issued over the sig-
nature of the Chair or of any member of the Committee designated
by him, and may be served by any person designated by the Chair
or such member.

(b) The Chair, or any member of the Committee designated by
the Chair, may administer oaths to witnesses.

RULE 16.—WITNESSES’ STATEMENTS

(a) So far as practicable, any prepared statement to be presented
by a witness shall be submitted to the Committee at least 24 hours
in advance of presentation, and shall be distributed to all members
of the Committee in advance of presentation.

(b) To the greatest extent possible, each witness appearing in a
nongovernmental capacity shall include with the written statement
of proposed testimony a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the
amount and source (by agency and program) of any Federal grant
(or sub-grant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) received
during the current fiscal year or either of the two preceding fiscal
years.

(c) Such statements, with appropriate redactions to protect the
privacy of witnesses, shall be made publicly available in electronic
form not later than one day after the witness appears.
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PRINTS AND PUBLICATIONS

RULE 17.—COMMITTEE PRINTS

(a) All Committee prints and other materials prepared for public
distribution shall be approved by the Committee prior to any dis-
tribution, unless such print or other material shows clearly on its
face that it has not been approved by the Committee.

RULE 18.—COMMITTEE PUBLICATIONS ON THE INTERNET

(a) To the maximum extent feasible, the Committee shall make
its publications available in electronic form.

STAFF

RULE 19.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Subject to approval by the Committee and to the provisions
of the following paragraphs, the professional and clerical staff of
the Committee shall be appointed, and may be removed, by the
Chair.

(b) Committee staff shall not be assigned any duties other than
those pertaining to Committee business, and shall be selected with-
out regard to race, creed, gender, or age, and solely on the basis
of fitness to perform the duties of their respective positions.

(c) All Committee staff shall be entitled to equitable treatment,
including comparable salaries, facilities, access to official Com-
mittee records, leave, and hours of work.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a), (b), and (c), staff shall be
employed in compliance with House rules, the Employment and Ac-
countability Act, the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, and any
other applicable Federal statutes.

RULE 20.—STAFF SUPERVISION

(a) Staff shall be under the general supervision and direction of
the Chair, who shall establish and assign their duties and respon-
sibilities, delegate such authority as he deems appropriate, fix and
adjust staff salaries (in accordance with Rule X, clause 9(c) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives) and job titles, and, at his
discretion, arrange for their specialized training.

(b) Staff assigned to the minority shall be under the general su-
pervision and direction of the minority members of the Committee,
who may delegate such authority, as they deem appropriate.

RECORDS

RULE 21.—PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE OF COMMITTEE
RECORDS

(a) A substantially verbatim account of remarks actually made
during the proceedings shall be made of all hearings and business
meetings subject only to technical, grammatical, and typographical
corrections.
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(b) The proceedings of the Committee shall be recorded in a jour-
nal, which shall among other things, include a record of the votes
on any question on which a record vote is taken.

(¢) Members of the Committee shall correct and return tran-
scripts of hearings as soon as practicable after receipt thereof, ex-
cept that any changes shall be limited to technical, grammatical,
and typographical corrections.

(d) Any witness may examine the transcript of his own testimony
and make grammatical, technical, and typographical corrections.

(e) The Chair may order the printing of a hearing record without
the corrections of any member or witness if he determines that
such member or witness has been afforded a reasonable time for
correction, and that further delay would seriously impede the Com-
mittee’s responsibility for meeting its deadlines under the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974.

(f) Transcripts of hearings and meetings may be printed if the
Chair decides it is appropriate, or if a majority of the members so
request.

RULE 22.—ACCESS TO COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a)(1) The Chair shall promulgate regulations to provide for pub-
lic inspection of roll call votes and to provide access by members
to Committee records (in accordance with clause 2(e) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House of Representatives).

(b) Access to classified testimony and information shall be limited
to Members of Congress and to House Budget Committee staff and
staff of the Office of Official Reporters who have appropriate secu-
rity clearance.

(c) Notice of the receipt of such information shall be sent to the
Committee members. Such information shall be kept in the Com-
n%fi:ctee safe, and shall be available to members in the Committee
office.

(d) The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. The Chair shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of any
decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to
withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination on the written request
of any member of the Committee.

OVERSIGHT

RULE 23.—GENERAL OVERSIGHT

(a) The Committee shall review and study, on a continuing basis,
the application, administration, execution, and effectiveness of
:cihose laws, or parts of laws, the subject of which is within its juris-

iction.

(b) The Committee is authorized at any time to conduct such in-
vestigations and studies as it may consider necessary or appro-
priate in the exercise of its responsibilities under clause (1)(d) of
Rule X of the Rules of the House of Representatives, and, subject
to the adoption of expense resolutions as required by clause 6 of
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rule X of the House Rules, to incur expenses (including travel ex-
penses) in connection therewith.

(c) Not later than February 15 of the first session of a Congress,
the Committee shall meet in open session, with a quorum present,
to adopt its oversight plans for that Congress for submission to the
Committee on House Administration, the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform, and the Committee on Appropriations in
accordance with the provisions of clause (2)(d) of Rule X of the
Rules of the House of Representatives.

REPORTS

RULE 24.—AVAILABILITY BEFORE FILING

(a) Any report accompanying any bill or resolution ordered re-
ported to the House by the Committee shall be available to all
Committee members at least 36 hours prior to filing with the
House.

(b) No material change shall be made in any report made avail-
able to members pursuant to section (a) without the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member or by a majority vote of the Com-
mittee.

(c) Notwithstanding any other rule of the Committee, either or
both subsections (a) and (b) may be waived by the Chair or with
a majority vote by the Committee.

RULE 25.—REPORT ON THE BUDGET RESOLUTION

(a) The report of the Committee to accompany a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget shall include a comparison of the estimated
or actual levels for the year preceding the budget year with the
proposed spending and revenue levels for the budget year and each
outyear along with the appropriate percentage increase or decrease
for each budget function and aggregate. The report shall include
any roll call vote on any motion to amend or report any measure.

RULE 26.—PARLIAMENTARIAN’S STATUS REPORT AND SECTION 302
STATUS REPORT

(a)(1) In order to carry out its duty under sections 311 and 312
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to advise the House of
Representatives as to the current level of spending and revenues
as compared to the levels set forth in the latest agreed-upon con-
current resolution on the budget, the Committee shall advise the
Speaker on at least a monthly basis when the House is in session
as to its estimate of the current level of spending and revenue.
Such estimates shall be prepared by the staff of the Committee,
transmitted to the Speaker in the form of a Parliamentarian’s Sta-
tus Report, and printed in the Congressional Record.

(2) The Committee authorizes the Chair, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, to transmit to the Speaker the Parlia-
mentarian’s Status Report described above.

(b)(1) In order to carry out its duty under sections 302 and 312
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to advise the House of
Representatives as to the current level of spending within the juris-
diction of Committees as compared to the appropriate allocations
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made pursuant to the Budget Act in conformity with the latest
agreed-upon concurrent resolution on the budget, the Committee
shall, as necessary, advise the Speaker as to its estimate of the cur-
rent level of spending within the jurisdiction of appropriate Com-
mittees. Such estimates shall be prepared by the staff of the Com-
mittee and transmitted to the Speaker in the form of a Section 302
Status Report.

(2) The Committee authorizes the Chair, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, to transmit to the Speaker the Section
302 Status Report described above.

RULE 27.—AcCTIVITY REPORT

(a) After an adjournment sine die of a regular session of a Con-
gress or after December 15 of an even- numbered year, the chair
of the Committee may file any time with the Clerk the Committee’s
activity report for that Congress pursuant to clause (1)(d)(1) of Rule
XTI of the Rules of the House of Representatives without the ap-
proval of the Committee, if a copy of the report has been available
to each member of the Committee for at least seven calendar days
and the report includes any supplemental, minority, or additional
views submitted by a member of the Committee.

(b) Such report shall include separate sections summarizing the
legislative and oversight activities of the Committee; a summary of
the actions taken and recommendations made; a summary of any
additional oversight activities undertaken by the Committee, and
any recommendations made or actions taken thereon; and a delin-
eation of any hearings held.

MISCELLANEOUS

RULE 28.—BROADCASTING OF MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(a) It shall be the policy of the Committee to give all news media
access to open hearings of the Committee, subject to the require-
ments and limitations set forth in clause 4 of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives.

(b) Whenever any Committee business meeting is open to the
public, that meeting may be covered, in whole or in part, by tele-
vision broadcast, radio broadcast, still photography, or by any of
such methods of coverage, in accordance with clause 4 of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

RULE 29.—APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES

(a) Majority party members recommended to the Speaker as con-
ferees shall be recommended by the Chair subject to the approval
of the majority party members of the Committee.

(b) The Chair shall recommend such minority party members as
conferees as shall be determined by the minority party; the rec-
ommended party representation shall be in approximately the
same proportion as that in the Committee.

RULE 30.—WAIVERS

(a) When a reported bill or joint resolution, conference report, or
anticipated floor amendment violates any provision of the Congres-
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sional Budget Act of 1974, the Chair may, if practical, consult with
the Committee members on whether the Chair should recommend,
in writing, that the Committee on Rules report a special rule that
enforces the Act by not waiving the applicable points of order dur-
ing the consideration of such measure.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND THE
WORKFORCE FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) Regular meetings of the Committee shall be held on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m., while the House is in
session. The Committee shall meet for the consideration of a bill
or resolution pending before the Committee or the transaction of
other committee business on regular meeting days fixed by the
Committee if notice is given in accordance with paragraph (g)(3) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(b) The Chair may call and convene, as he or she considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Committee for the consideration
of any bill or resolution pending before the Committee or for the
conduct of other Committee business.

(c) If at least three members of the Committee desire that a spe-
cial meeting of the Committee be called by the Chair, those mem-
bers may file in the offices of the Committee their written request
to the Chair for that special meeting. Immediately upon the filing
of the request, the staff director of the Committee shall notify the
Chair of the filing of the request. If, within three calendar days
after the filing of the request, the Chair does not call the requested
special meeting to be held within seven calendar days after the fil-

(61)
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ing of the request, a majority of the members of the Committee
may file in the offices of the Committee their written notice that
a special meeting of the Committee will be held, specifying the date
and hour thereof, and the measure or matter to be considered at
that special meeting. Immediately upon the filing of the notice, the
staff director of the Committee shall notify all members of the
Committee that such meeting will be held and inform them of its
date and hour and the measure or matter to be considered. Such
notice shall also be made publicly available in electronic form and
shall satisfy the notice requirements in clause (g)(3)(A)(ii) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives. The Committee
shall meet on that date and hour and only the measure or matter
specified in that notice may be considered at that special meeting.

(d) Legislative meetings of the Committee and its subcommittees
shall be open to the public, including radio, television, and still
photography coverage, unless such meetings are closed pursuant to
the requirements of the Rules of the House of Representatives. No
business meeting of the Committee, other than regularly scheduled
meetings, may be held without each member being given reason-
able notice.

(e) The Chair of the Committee or of a subcommittee, as appro-
priate, shall preside at meetings or hearings. In the absence of the
Chair of the Committee or of a subcommittee, members shall pre-
side as provided in clause 2(d) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives. No person other than a Member of Congress or
Congressional staff may walk in, stand in, or be seated at the ros-
trum area during a meeting or hearing of the Committee or sub-
committee unless authorized by the Chair.

RULE 2.—STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES AND JURISDICTION

(a) There shall be four standing subcommittees. In addition to
conducting oversight in the area of their respective jurisdictions as
required in clause 2 of Rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, each subcommittee shall have the following jurisdic-
tion:

Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary
Education.—Education from early learning through the high school
level, including but not limited to elementary and secondary edu-
cation, special education, homeless education, and migrant edu-
cation; overseas dependent schools; career and technical education;
school safety and alcohol and drug abuse prevention; school lunch
and child nutrition programs; educational research and improve-
ment including the Institute of Education Sciences; environmental
education; pre-service and in-service teacher professional develop-
ment including Title II of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act and Title IT of the Higher Education Act; early care and edu-
cation programs including the Head Start Act and the Child Care
and Development Block Grant Act; adolescent development pro-
grams, including but not limited to those providing for the care and
treatment of certain at-risk youth, including the Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention Act and the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act; and all matters dealing with child abuse and domestic
violence, including the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
and child adoption.
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Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce Develop-
ment.—Education and workforce development beyond the high
school level, including but not limited to higher education gen-
erally, postsecondary student assistance and employment services,
and the Higher Education Act; Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972; all domestic volunteer programs; all programs re-
lated to the arts and humanities, museum and library services, and
arts and artifacts indemnity; postsecondary career and technical
education, apprenticeship programs, and workforce development,
including the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, voca-
tional rehabilitation, and workforce development programs from
immigration funding; science and technology programs; adult basic
education (family literacy); all welfare reform programs, including
work incentive programs and welfare-to-work requirements; pov-
erty programs, including the Community Services Block Grant Act
and the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP);
the Native American Programs Act; the Institute of Peace; and all
matters dealing with programs and services for the elderly includ-
ing nutrition programs and the Older Americans Act.

Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.—Wages and hours of
workers, including but not limited to the Davis-Bacon Act, the
Walsh-Healey Act, the Service Contract Act, and the Fair Labor
Standards Act; workers’ compensation including the Federal Em-
ployees’ Compensation Act, the Longshore and Harbor Workers’
Compensation Act, and the Black Lung Benefits Act; the Migrant
and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act; the Family and
Medical Leave Act; the Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notifi-
cation Act; the Employee Polygraph Protection Act of 1988; trade
and immigration issues as they affect employers and workers;
workers’ safety and health, including but not limited to occupa-
tional safety and health, mine safety and health, and migrant and
agricultural worker safety and health; and all matters related to
equal employment opportunity and civil rights in employment.

Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions.—All
matters dealing with relationships between employers and employ-
ees, including but not limited to the National Labor Relations Act,
the Labor-Management Relations Act, and the Labor-Management
Reporting and Disclosure Act; the Bureau of Labor Statistics; and
employment-related health and retirement security, including pen-
sion, health, and other employee benefits and the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act (ERISA).

(b) The majority party members of the Committee may provide
for such temporary, ad hoc subcommittees as determined to be ap-
propriate.

RULE 3.—EX Orricio MEMBERSHIP

The Chair of the Committee and the ranking minority party
member (“Ranking Member”) shall be ex officio members, but not
voting members, of each subcommittee to which such Chair or
Ranking Member has not been assigned.
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RULE 4.—SUBCOMMITTEE SCHEDULING

(a) Subcommittee chair shall set meeting or hearing dates after
consultation with the Chair and other subcommittee chair with a
view toward avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Committee and
subcommittee meetings or hearings, wherever possible. No such
meetings or hearings, however, shall be held outside of Wash-
ington, D.C., or during a recess or adjournment of the House of
Representatives without the prior authorization of the Committee
Chair. Where practicable, 14 days’ notice will be given of such
meeting or hearing.

(b) Available dates for subcommittee meetings during the session
shall be assigned by the Chair to the subcommittees as nearly as
practicable in rotation and in accordance with their workloads. As
far as practicable, the Chair shall not schedule simultaneous sub-
committee markups, a subcommittee markup during a full Com-
mittee markup, or any hearing during a markup.

RULE 5.—SUBCOMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee shall be the rules of its subcommit-
tees.

RULE 6.—SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT OF MEMBERS

To facilitate the oversight and other legislative and investigative
activities of the Committee, the Chair of the Committee may, at
the request of a subcommittee chair, make a temporary assignment
of any member of the Committee to such subcommittee for the pur-
pose of constituting a quorum and of enabling such member to par-
ticipate in any public hearing, investigation, or study by such sub-
committee to be held outside of Washington, D.C. Any member of
the Committee may attend public hearings of any subcommittee
and any member of the Committee may question witnesses only
when they have been recognized by the Chair for that purpose.

RULE 7.—HEARING PROCEDURE

(a) The Chair, in the case of hearings to be conducted by the
Committee, and the appropriate subcommittee chair, in the case of
hearings to be conducted by a subcommittee, shall make public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject matter of any hearing
to be conducted on any measure or matter at least one week before
the commencement of that hearing unless the Chair of the Com-
mittee, with the concurrence of the Ranking Member, determines
that there is good cause to begin such hearing at an earlier date
or the Committee so determines by majority vote in the presence
of the number of members required under the rules of the Com-
mittee for the transaction of business. In the latter event, the
Chair or the subcommittee chair, as the case may be, shall have
such an announcement promptly published in the Daily Digest and
made publicly available in electronic form. To the extent prac-
ticable, the Chair or the subcommittee chair shall make public an-
nouncement of the final list of witnesses scheduled to testify at
least 48 hours before the commencement of the hearing. The staff
director of the Committee shall promptly notify the Daily Digest
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Clerk of the Congressional Record as soon as practicable after such
public announcement is made.

(b) Subcommittees are authorized to hold hearings, receive exhib-
its, hear witnesses, and report to the Committee for final action,
together with such recommendations as may be agreed upon by the
subcommittee.

(c) All opening statements at hearings conducted by the Com-
mittee or any subcommittee will be made part of the permanent
written record. Opening statements by members may not be pre-
sented orally, unless the Chair of the Committee or any sub-
committee determines that one statement from the Chair or a des-
ignee will be presented, in which case the Ranking Member or a
designee may also make a statement. If a witness scheduled to tes-
tify at any hearing of the Committee or any subcommittee is a con-
stituent of a member of the Committee or subcommittee, such
member shall be entitled to briefly introduce such witness at the
hearing.

(d) To the extent practicable, witnesses who are to appear before
the Committee or a subcommittee shall file with the staff director
of the Committee, at least 48 hours in advance of their appearance,
a written statement of their proposed testimony, together with a
brief summary thereof, and shall limit their oral presentation to a
summary thereof. The staff director of the Committee shall prompt-
ly furnish to the staff director of the minority a copy of such testi-
mony submitted to the Committee pursuant to this rule. The Chair
of the Committee, or a member designated by the Chair, may ad-
minister oaths to witnesses.

(e) When any hearing is conducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee upon any measure or matter, the minority party mem-
bers on the Committee shall be entitled, upon request to the Chair
by a majority of those minority party members before the comple-
tion of such hearing, to call witnesses selected by the minority to
testify with respect to that measure or matter during at least one
day of hearing thereon. The minority party may waive this right
by calling at least one witness during a Committee hearing or sub-
committee hearing.

(f) In the conduct of hearings of subcommittees sitting jointly, the
rules otherwise applicable to all subcommittees shall likewise apply
to joint subcommittee hearings for purposes of such shared consid-
eration.

RULE 8.—QUESTIONING OF HEARING WITNESSES

(a) Subject to clauses (b), (¢), and (d), a Committee member may
question hearing witnesses only when the member has been recog-
nized by the Chair for that purpose, and only for a five-minute pe-
riod until all members present have had an opportunity to question
a witness. The questioning of witnesses in both Committee and
subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by the Chair, followed by
the Ranking Member and all other members alternating between
the majority and minority party. The Chair shall exercise discre-
tion in determining the order in which members will be recognized.
In recognizing members to question witnesses in this fashion, the
Chair shall take into consideration the ratio of the majority to mi-
nority party members present and shall establish the order of rec-
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ognition for questioning in such a manner as not to place the mem-
bers of the majority party in a disadvantageous position.

(b) The Chair may permit a specified number of members to
question a witness for longer than five minutes. The time for ex-
tended questioning of a witness under this clause shall be equal for
the majority party and the minority party and may not exceed one
hour in the aggregate.

(c) The Chair may permit Committee staff for the majority and
the minority party members to question a witness for equal speci-
fied periods. The time for extended questioning of a witness under
this clause shall be equal for the majority party and the minority
party and may not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(d) In an investigative hearing or in an executive session, the
Chair’s authority to extend questioning under subsection (b) and (c)
of this rule shall be equal for the majority and the minority party
and may not exceed one hour in the aggregate, and shall only be
conducted by counsel for the majority and the minority party when
authorized under subsection (¢) of this rule.

RULE 9.—SUBPOENA AUTHORITY

The power to authorize and issue subpoenas is delegated to the
Chair of the full Committee, as provided for under clause
2(m)(3)(A)3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. The Chair shall notify the Ranking Member prior to issuing
any subpoena under such authority. To the extent practicable, the
Chair shall consult with the Ranking Member at least 24 hours in
advance of a subpoena being issued under such authority, exclud-
ing Saturdays, Sundays, and federal holidays. As soon as prac-
ticable after issuing any subpoena under such authority, the Chair
shall notify in writing all members of the Committee of the
issuance of the subpoena.

RULE 10.—DEPOSITION PROCEDURE

(a) In accordance with the Committee receiving authorization by
the House of Representatives for the taking of depositions in fur-
therance of a Committee investigation, the Chair, upon consulta-
tion with the Ranking Member, may order the taking of depositions
pursuant to notice or subpoena as contemplated by this rule.

(b) The Chair or majority staff shall consult with the Ranking
Member or minority staff no less than three business days before
any notice or subpoena for a deposition is issued. After such con-
sultation, all members shall receive written notice that a notice or
subpoena for a deposition will be issued.

(c) A notice or subpoena issued under this rule shall specify the
date, time, and place of the deposition and the method or methods
by which the deposition will be recorded. Prior to testifying, a depo-
nent shall be provided with a copy of the Committee’s rules, the
House Resolution authorizing the taking of the deposition, and
Rule X of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(d)(1) A deposition shall be conducted by one or more members
or Committee counsel as designated by the Chair or Ranking Mem-
ber.
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(2) A deposition shall be taken under oath or affirmation admin-
istered by a member or a person otherwise authorized to admin-
ister oaths and affirmations.

(3) A deposition shall be, unless waived by the deponent, at-
tended by a member of the Committee.

(e) A deponent may be accompanied at a deposition by counsel
to advise the deponent of the deponent’s rights. Only members and
Committee counsel, however, may examine the deponent. No one
may be present at a deposition other than members, Committee
staff designated by the Chair or Ranking Member, such individuals
as may be required to administer the oath or affirmation and tran-
scribe or record the proceedings, the deponent, and the deponent’s
counsel (including personal counsel and counsel for the entity em-
ploying the deponent if the scope of the deposition is expected to
cover actions taken as part of the deponent’s employment). Observ-
ers or counsel for other persons or entities may not attend.

(f)(1) Unless the majority, minority, and deponent agree other-
wise, questions in a deposition shall be propounded in rounds, al-
ternating between the majority and minority. A single round shall
not exceed 60 minutes per side, unless the members or counsel con-
ducting the deposition agree to a different length of questioning. In
each round, a member or Committee counsel designated by the
Chair shall ask questions first, and the member or Committee
counsdel designated by the Ranking Member shall ask questions
second.

(2) Any objection made during a deposition must be stated con-
cisely and in a non-argumentative and non-suggestive manner. De-
ponent may refuse to answer a question only to preserve a privi-
lege. When the deponent has objected and refused to answer a
question to preserve a privilege, the Chair may rule on any such
objection after the deposition has adjourned. If the Chair overrules
any such objection and thereby orders a deponent to answer any
question to which a privilege objection was lodged, such ruling
shall be filed with the clerk of the Committee and shall be provided
to members and the deponent no less than three days before the
ruling is enforced at a reconvened deposition. If a member of the
Committee appeals in writing the ruling of the Chair, the appeal
shall be preserved for Committee consideration. A deponent who
refuses to answer a question after being directed to answer by the
Chair in writing may be subject to sanction, except that no sanc-
tions may be imposed if the ruling of the Chair is reversed on ap-
peal. In all cases, when deposition testimony for which an objection
has been made is offered for admission in evidence before the Com-
mittee, all properly lodged objections then made shall be timely
and shall be considered by the Committee prior to admission in evi-
dence before the Committee.

(g) Deposition testimony shall be transcribed by stenographic
means and may also be video recorded. The clerk of the Committee
shall receive the transcript and any video recording and promptly
forward such to minority staff at the same time the clerk distrib-
utes such to other majority staff.

(h) The individual administering the oath shall certify on the
transcript that the deponent was duly sworn. The transcriber shall
certify that the transcript is a true, verbatim record of the testi-
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mony, and the transcript and any exhibits shall be filed, as shall
any video recording, with the clerk of the Committee. In no case
shall any video recording be considered the official transcript of a
deposition or otherwise supersede the certified written transcript.

(i) After receiving the transcript, majority staff shall make avail-
able the transcript for review by the deponent or deponent’s coun-
sel. No later than ten business days thereafter, the deponent may
submit suggested changes to the Chair. Committee majority staff
may direct the clerk of the Committee to note any typographical er-
rors, including any requested by the deponent or minority staff, via
an errata sheet appended to the transcript. Any proposed sub-
stantive changes, modifications, clarifications, or amendments to
the deposition testimony must be submitted by the deponent as an
affidavit that includes the deponent’s reasons therefore. Any sub-
stantive changes, modifications, clarifications, or amendments shall
be included as an appendix to the transcript, a copy of which shall
be promptly forwarded to minority staff.

() The Chair and Ranking Member shall consult regarding the
release of deposition transcript or electronic recordings. If either
objects in writing to a proposed release of a deposition transcript
or electronic recording or a portion thereof, the matter shall be
promptly referred to the Committee for resolution.

RULE 11.—QUORUMS

One-third of the members of the Committee or subcommittee
shall constitute a quorum for taking any action other than amend-
ing Committee rules, closing a meeting from the public, reporting
a measure or recommendation, or in the case of the Committee or
a subcommittee authorizing a subpoena. For the enumerated ac-
tions, a majority of the Committee or subcommittee shall constitute
a quorum. Any two members shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
pose of taking testimony and receiving evidence.

RULE 12.—REFERRAL OF BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND OTHER MATTERS

(a) The Chair shall consult with subcommittee chair regarding
referral to the appropriate subcommittees of such bills, resolutions,
and other matters that have been referred to the Committee. Once
copies of a bill, resolution, or other matter are available to the
Committee, the Chair shall, within three weeks of such avail-
ability, provide notice of referral, if any, to the appropriate sub-
committee.

(b) Referral to a subcommittee shall not be made until three days
have elapsed after written notification of such proposed referral to
all subcommittee chair, at which time such proposed referral shall
be made unless one or more subcommittee chair shall have given
written notice to the Chair of the full Committee and to the chair
of each subcommittee that he or she intends to question such pro-
posed referral at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Com-
mittee, or at a special meeting of the Committee called for that
purpose, at which time referral shall be made by the majority
members of the Committee. All bills shall be referred under this
rule to the subcommittee of proper jurisdiction without regard to
whether the author is or is not a member of the subcommittee.
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Upon a majority vote of the Committee, a bill, resolution, or other
matter referred to a subcommittee in accordance with this rule
may be recalled at any time for the Committee’s direct consider-
ation or for reference to another subcommittee.

(¢) The Chair shall announce the date, place, and subject matter
of a Committee meeting, which may not commence earlier than the
third day on which members have notice thereof; but this require-
ment may be waived if the Chair of the Committee, with the con-
currence of the Ranking Member, determines that there is good
cause or the Committee so determines by majority vote in the pres-
ence of the number of members required under the rules of the
Committee for the transaction of such business.

(d) When a bill or resolution is being considered by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee, members shall provide the clerk in a
timely manner a sufficient number of written copies of any amend-
ment offered, so as to enable each member present to receive a
copy thereof prior to taking action. A point of order may be made
against any amendment not reduced to writing. A copy of each
such amendment shall be maintained in the public records of the
Committee or subcommittee, as the case may be.

(e) In determining the order in which amendments to a matter
pending before the Committee or a subcommittee will be consid-
ered, the Chair may give priority to:

(1) The Chair’s mark, and

(2) Amendments, otherwise in order, that have been filed
with the Committee at least 24 hours prior to the Committee
or subcommittee business meeting on said measure or matter.

(f) The Chair shall provide, in a timely manner, electronically or
in paper form to the Ranking Member a copy of each report re-
ceived by the Chair that is authorized by statute to be transmitted
to Congress and addressed by Rule II, section 2(b) of the Rules of
the House of Representative, unless such report has been specifi-
cally marked as already having been sent to the Ranking Member
or Minority Committee staff.

(g) The Chair shall provide to the Ranking Member a copy of any
Committee letter exchanged with another committee waiving Com-
mittee consideration of a bill referred to the Committee within 24
hours of issuing such a letter and shall notify the Ranking Member
upon issuance of such a letter.

RULE 13.—VOTES

(a) With respect to each roll call vote on a motion to report any
bill, resolution, or matter of a public character, and on any amend-
ment offered thereto, the total number of votes cast for and
against, and the names of those members voting for and against,
shall be included in the Committee report on the measure or mat-
ter.

(b) In accordance with clause 2(h) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Chair of the Committee or a sub-
committee is authorized to postpone further proceedings when a
record vote is ordered on the question of approving a measure or
matter or on adopting an amendment. Such Chair may resume pro-
ceedings on a postponed request at any time after reasonable no-
tice. When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
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standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

RULE 14.—RECORDS AND ROLLCALLS

(a) Written records shall be kept of the proceedings of the Com-
mittee and of each subcommittee, including a record of the votes
on any question on which a roll call is demanded. The result of
each such roll call vote shall be made available by the Committee
or subcommittee for inspection by the public at reasonable times in
the offices of the Committee or subcommittee and shall be made
available on the Committee’s website within 48 hours of such
record vote. Information so available for public inspection and on
the Committee’s website shall include a description of the amend-
ment, motion, order, or other proposition; the name of each mem-
ber voting for and each member voting against such amendment,
motion, order, or proposition; and the names of those members
present but not voting. The text of an amendment offered to a
measure or matter considered in Committee shall be made publicly
available in electronic form not later than 24 hours after its final
disposition in Committee. A record vote may be demanded by one-
fifth of the members present or, in the apparent absence of a
quorum, by any one member.

(b) In accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, any official permanent record of the Committee (in-
cluding any record of a legislative, oversight, or other activity of
the Committee or any subcommittee) shall be made available for
pﬁlblic use if such record has been in existence for 30 years, except
that—

(1) any record that the Committee (or a subcommittee)
makes available for public use before such record is delivered
to the Archivist under clause 2 of Rule VII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives shall be made available immediately,
including any record described in subsection (a) of this Rule;

(2) any investigative record that contains personal data re-
lating to a specific living individual (the disclosure of which
would be an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy), any
administrative record with respect to personnel, and any
record with respect to a hearing closed pursuant to clause
2(g)(2) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives
shall be available if such record has been in existence for 50
years; or

(3) except as otherwise provided by order of the House of
Representatives, any record of the Committee for which a time,
schedule, or condition for availability is specified by order of
the Committee (entered during the Congress in which the
record is made or acquired by the Committee) shall be made
available in accordance with the order of the Committee.

(¢) The official permanent records of the Committee include non-
current records of the Committee (including subcommittees) deliv-
ered by the Clerk of the House of Representatives to the Archivist
of the United States for preservation at the National Archives and
Records Administration, which are the property of and remain sub-
ject to the rules and orders of the House of Representatives.
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(d)(1) Any order of the Committee with respect to any matter de-
scribed in paragraph (2) of this subsection shall be adopted only if
the notice requirements of Committee Rule 12(c) have been met, a
quorum consisting of a majority of the members of the Committee
is present at the time of the vote, and a majority of those present
and voting approve the adoption of the order, which shall be sub-
mitted to the Clerk of the House of Representatives, together with
any accompanying report.

}(12)h This subsection applies to any order of the Committee
which—

(A) provides for the non-availability of any record subject to
subsection (b) of this rule for a period longer than the period
otherwise applicable; or

(B) is subsequent to, and constitutes a later order under
clause 4(b) of Rule VII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, regarding a determination of the Clerk of the House of
Representatives with respect to authorizing the Archivist of
the United States to make available for public use the records
delivered to the Archivist under clause 2 of Rule VII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives; or

(C) specifies a time, schedule, or condition for availability
pursuant to subsection (b) (3) of this Rule.

RULE 15.—REPORTS

(a) Reports of the Committee.—All Committee reports on bills or
resolutions shall comply with the provisions of clause 2 of Rule XI
and clauses 2, 3, and 4 of Rule XIII of the Rules of the House of
Representatives.

(1) No such report shall be filed until copies of the proposed
report have been available to all members at least 36 hours
prior to such filing in the House of Representatives. No mate-
rial change shall be made in the report distributed to members
unless agreed to by the Ranking Member; but any member or
members of the Committee may file, as part of the printed re-
port, individual, minority, or dissenting views, without regard
to the preceding provisions of this rule.

(2) Such 36-hour period shall not conclude earlier than the
end of the period provided under clause 4 of Rule XIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives after the Committee ap-
proves a measure or matter if a member, at the time of such
approval, gives notice of intention to file supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views for inclusion as part of the printed re-
port.

(3) To the extent practicable, any report prepared pursuant
to a Committee or subcommittee study or investigation shall be
available to members no later than 48 hours prior to consider-
ation of any such report by the Committee or subcommittee, as
the case may be.

(b) Disclaimers.—

(1) A report on activities of the Committee required under
clause 1 of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives shall include the following disclaimer in the document
transmitting the report to the Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives:
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This report has not been officially adopted by the Com-
mittee on KEducation and the Workforce or any sub-
committee thereof and therefore may not necessarily re-
flect the views of its members.

Such disclaimer need not be included if the report was cir-
culated to all members of the Committee at least seven days
prior to its submission to the House of Representatives and
provision is made for the filing by any member, as part of the
printed report, of individual, minority, or dissenting views.

(2) All Committee or subcommittee reports printed pursuant
to legislative study or investigation and not approved by a ma-
jority vote of the Committee or subcommittee, as appropriate,
shall contain the following disclaimer on the cover of such re-
port:

This report has not been officially adopted by the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce (or pertinent sub-
committee thereof) and therefore may not necessarily re-
flect the views of its members.

The minority party members of the Committee or sub-
committee shall have three calendar days, excluding weekends
and holidays, to file, as part of the printed report, supple-
mental, minority, or additional views.

(¢) Reports of Subcommittees.—Whenever a subcommittee has or-
dered a bill, resolution, or other matter to be reported to the Com-
mittee, the chair of the subcommittee reporting the bill, resolution,
or matter to the Committee, or any member authorized by the sub-
committee to do so, may report such bill, resolution, or matter to
the Committee. It shall be the duty of the chair of the sub-
committee to report or cause to be reported promptly such bill, res-
olution, or matter, and to take or cause to be taken the necessary
steps to bring such bill, resolution, or matter to a vote.

(1) In any event, the report, described in the proviso in sub-
section (c)(2) of this rule, of any subcommittee on a measure
which has been approved by the subcommittee shall be filed
within seven calendar days (exclusive of days on which the
House is not in session) after the day on which there has been
filed with the staff director of the Committee a written request,
signed by a majority of the members of the subcommittee, for
the reporting of that measure. Upon the filing of any such re-
quest, the staff director of the Committee shall transmit imme-
diately to the chair of the subcommittee a notice of the filing
of that request.

(2) Bills, resolutions, or other matters favorably reported by
a subcommittee shall automatically be placed upon the agenda
of the Committee as of the time they are reported. No bill or
resolution or other matter reported by a subcommittee shall be
considered by the full Committee unless it has been delivered
or electronically sent to all members and notice of its prior
transmission has been in the hands of all members at least 48
hours prior to such consideration. A member of the Committee
shall receive, upon his or her request, a paper copy of such bill,
resolution, or other matter reported. When a bill is reported



73

from a subcommittee, such measure shall be accompanied by
a section-by-section analysis; and, if the Chair of the Com-
mittee so requires (in response to a request from the Ranking
Member of the Committee or for other reasons), a comparison
showing proposed changes in existing law.

RULE 16.—APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES, NOTICE OF CONFERENCE
MEETINGS, AND CONFERENCE MOTION

(a) Whenever in the legislative process it becomes necessary to
appoint conferees, the Chair shall recommend to the Speaker as
conferees the names of those members of the subcommittee which
handled the legislation in the order of their seniority upon such
subcommittee and such other Committee members as the Chair
may designate with the approval of the majority party members.
Recommendations of the Chair to the Speaker shall provide a ratio
of majority party members to minority party members no less fa-
vorable to the majority party than the ratio of majority members
to minority party members on the full Committee. In making as-
signments of minority party members as conferees, the Chair shall
consult with the Ranking Member of the Committee.

(b) After the appointment of conferees pursuant to clause 11 of
Rule I of the Rules of the House of Representatives for matters
within the jurisdiction of the Committee, the Chair shall notify all
members appointed to the conference of meetings at least 48 hours
before the commencement of the meeting. If such notice is not pos-
sible, then notice shall be given as soon as possible.

(¢) The Chair is directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule
XXII of the Rules of the House of Representatives whenever the
Chair considers it appropriate.

RULE 17.—MEASURES To BE CONSIDERED UNDER SUSPENSION

A member of the Committee may not seek to suspend the Rules
of the House of Representatives on any bill, resolution, or other
matter which has been modified after such measure is ordered re-
ported, unless notice of such action has been given to the Chair and
Ranking Member of the full Committee.

RULE 18.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

(a) Television, Radio and Still Photography.—

(1) Whenever a hearing or meeting conducted by the Com-
mittee or any subcommittee is open to the public, those pro-
ceedings shall be open to coverage by television, radio, and still
photography subject to the requirements of clause 4 of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives and except when
the hearing or meeting is closed pursuant to the Rules of the
House of Representatives and of the Committee. The coverage
of any hearing or meeting of the Committee or any sub-
committee thereof by television, radio, or still photography
shall be under the direct supervision of the Chair of the Com-
mittee, the subcommittee chair, or other member of the Com-
mittee presiding at such hearing or meeting and may be termi-
nated by such member in accordance with the Rules of the
House of Representatives.
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(2) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media shall be then currently accredited to the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries.

(8) Personnel providing coverage by still photography shall
be then accredited to the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(b) Audio and Video Coverage of Committee Hearings and Meet-
ings.—To the maximum extent practicable, the Committee shall
provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or meeting for the
transaction of business in a manner that allows the public to easily
listen to and view the proceedings and shall maintain the record-
ings of such coverage in a manner that is easily accessible to the
public. Such coverage shall be fair and nonpartisan in accordance
with clause 4(b) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives and other applicable rules of the House of Representatives
and of the Committee. Personnel providing such coverage shall be
employees of the House of Representatives or currently accredited
to the Radio and Television Correspondents’ Galleries.

RULE 19.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) The employees of the Committee shall be appointed by the
Chair in consultation with subcommittee chair and other majority
party members of the Committee within the budget approved for
such purposes by the Committee.

(b) The staff appointed by the minority shall have their remu-
neration determined in such manner as the minority party mem-
bers of the Committee shall determine within the budget approved
for such purposes by the Committee.

RULE 20.—SUPERVISION AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEE STAFF

The staff of the Committee shall be under the general super-
vision and direction of the Chair, who shall establish and assign
the duties and responsibilities of such staff members and delegate
authority as he or she determines appropriate. The staff appointed
by the minority shall be under the general supervision and direc-
tion of the minority party members of the Committee, who may
delegate such authority as they determine appropriate. All Com-
mittee staff shall be assigned to Committee business and no other
duties may be assigned to them.

RULE 21.—AUTHORIZATION FOR TRAVEL

(a) Consistent with the primary expense resolution and such ad-
ditional expense resolutions as may have been approved, the provi-
sions of this rule shall govern travel of Committee members and
staff. Travel to be paid from funds set aside for the full Committee
for any member or any staff member shall be paid only upon the
prior authorization of the Chair. Travel may be authorized by the
Chair for any member and any staff member in connection with the
attendance of hearings conducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee thereof and meetings, conferences, and investigations
that involve activities or subject matter under the general jurisdic-
tion of the Committee. The Chair shall review travel requests to
assure the validity to Committee business. Before such authoriza-
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tion is given, there shall be submitted to the Chair in writing the
following:

(1) The purpose of the travel,

(2) The dates during which the travel is to be made and the
date or dates of the event for which the travel is being made;

(3) The location of the event for which the travel is to be
made; and

(4) The names of members and staff seeking authorization.

(b)(1) In the case of travel outside the United States of members
and staff of the Committee for the purpose of conducting hearings,
investigations, studies, or attending meetings and conferences in-
volving activities or subject matter under the legislative assign-
ment of the Committee or pertinent subcommittees, prior author-
ization must be obtained from the Chair, or, in the case of a sub-
committee, from the subcommittee chair and the Chair. Before
such authorization is given, there shall be submitted to the Chair,
in writing, a request for such authorization. Each request, which
shall be filed in a manner that allows for a reasonable period of
time for review before such travel is scheduled to begin, shall in-
clude the following:

(A) The purpose of travel;

(B) The dates during which the travel will occur;

(C) The names of the countries to be visited and the length
of time to be spent in each;

(D) an agenda of anticipated activities for each country for
which travel is authorized together with a description of the
purpose to be served and the areas of Committee jurisdiction
involved; and

(E) The names of members and staff for whom authorization
is sought.

(2) Requests for travel outside the United States may be initiated
by the Chair or the chair of a subcommittee (except that individ-
uals may submit a request to the Chair for the purpose of attend-
ing a conference or meeting) and shall be limited to members and
permanent employees of the Committee.

(3) The Chair shall not approve a request involving travel outside
the United States while the House is in session (except in the case
of attendance at meetings and conferences or where circumstances
warrant an exception).

(4) At the conclusion of any hearing, investigation, study,
meeting, or conference for which travel outside the United
States has been authorized pursuant to this rule, each sub-
committee (or members and staff attending meetings or con-
ferences) shall submit a written report to the Chair covering
the activities of the subcommittee and containing the results of
these activities and other pertinent observations or information
gained as a result of such travel.

(c) Members and staff of the Committee performing authorized
travel on official business shall be governed by applicable laws, res-
olutions, or regulations of the House of Representatives and of the
Committee on House Administration pertaining to such travel, in-
cluding rules, procedures, and limitations prescribed by the Com-
mittee on House Administration with respect to domestic and for-
eign expense allowances.
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(d) Prior to the Chair’s authorization for any travel, the
Ranking Member shall be given a copy of the written request
therefor.

RULE 22.—BUDGET AND EXPENSES

(a) The Chair, in consultation with the majority party members
of the Committee, shall prepare a preliminary budget. Such budget
shall include necessary amounts for staff personnel, for necessary
travel, investigation, and other expenses of the Committee; and,
after consultation with the minority party membership, the Chair
shall include amounts budgeted to the minority party members for
staff personnel to be under the direction and supervision of the mi-
nority party, travel expenses of minority party members and staff,
and minority party office expenses. All travel expenses of minority
party members and staff shall be paid for out of the amounts so
set aside and budgeted. The Chair shall take whatever action is
necessary to have the budget as finally approved by the Committee
duly authorized by the House of Representatives. After such budget
shall have been adopted, no change shall be made in such budget
unless approved by the Committee. The Chair or the chair of any
standing subcommittee may initiate necessary travel requests as
provided in Committee Rule 21 within the limits of their portion
of the consolidated budget as approved by the House, and the
Chair may execute necessary vouchers therefor.

(b) Subject to the Rules of the House of Representatives and pro-
cedures prescribed by the Committee on House Administration, and
with the prior authorization of the Chair of the Committee in each
case, there may be expended in any one session of Congress for
necessary travel expenses of witnesses attending hearings in Wash-
ington, D.C.:

(1) Out of funds budgeted and set aside for each sub-
committee, not to exceed $5,000 for expenses of witnesses at-
tending hearings of each such subcommittee;

(2) Out of funds budgeted for the full Committee majority,
not to exceed $5,000 for expenses of witnesses attending full
Committee hearings; and

(3) Out of funds set aside to the minority party members, (A)
Not to exceed, for each of the subcommittees, $5,000 for ex-
penses of witnesses attending subcommittee hearings, and (B)
Not to exceed $5,000 for expenses of witnesses attending full
Committee hearings.

(c) A full and detailed monthly report accounting for all expendi-
tures of Committee funds shall be maintained in the Committee of-
fice, where it shall be available to each member of the Committee.
Such report shall show the amount and purpose of each expendi-
ture, and the budget to which such expenditure is attributed.

RULE 23.—CHANGES IN COMMITTEE RULES

The Committee shall not consider a proposed change in these
rules unless the text of such change has been delivered or elec-
tronically sent to all members and notice of its prior transmission
has been in the hands of all members at least 48 hours prior to
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such consideration; a member of the Committee shall receive, upon
his or her request, a paper copy of the proposed change.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE
FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Rules of the Committee—The Rules of the House are the
rules of the Committee on Energy and Commerce (the “Com-
mittee”) and its subcommittees so far as is applicable.

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees.—Each subcommittee of the Com-
mittee is part of the Committee and is subject to the authority and
direction of the Committee and to its rules so far as is applicable.
Written rules adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent with the
Rules of the House, shall be binding on each subcommittee of the
Committee.

RULE 2.—MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meeting Days.—The Committee shall meet on the
fourth Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m., for the consideration of

(79)
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bills, resolutions, and other business, if the House is in session on
that day. If the House is not in session on that day and the Com-
mittee has not met during such month, the Committee shall meet
at the earliest practicable opportunity when the House is again in
session. The chairman of the Committee may, at his discretion,
cancel, delay, or defer any meeting required under this section,
after consultation with the ranking minority member.

(b) Additional Meetings.—The chairman may call and convene, as
he considers necessary, additional meetings of the Committee for
the consideration of any bill or resolution pending before the Com-
mittee or for the conduct of other Committee business. The Com-
mittee shall meet for such purposes pursuant to that call of the
chairman.

(c) Notice.—The date, time, place, and subject matter of any
meeting of the Committee scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday when the House will be in session shall be announced at
least 36 hours (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays
except when the House is in session on such days) in advance of
the commencement of such meeting. The date, time, place, and sub-
ject matter of other meetings when the House is in session shall
be announced to allow Members to have at least three days notice
(exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays except when
the House is in session on such days) of such meeting. The date,
time, place, and subject matter of all other meetings shall be an-
nounced at least 72 hours in advance of the commencement of such
meeting.

(d) Agenda.—The agenda for each Committee meeting, setting
out all items of business to be considered, shall be provided to each
member of the Committee at least 36 hours in advance of such
meeting.

(e) Availability of Texts.—No bill, recommendation, or other mat-
ter shall be considered by the Committee unless the text of the
matter, together with an explanation, has been available to mem-
bers of the Committee for three days (or 24 hours in the case of
a substitute for introduced legislation). Such explanation shall in-
clude a summary of the major provisions of the legislation, an ex-
planation of the relationship of the matter to present law, and a
summary of the need for the legislation.

(f) Waiver.—The requirements of subsections (c¢), (d), and (e) may
be waived by a majority of those present and voting (a majority
being present) of the Committee or by the chairman with the con-
currence of the ranking member, as the case may be.

RULE 3.—HEARINGS

(a) Notice.—The date, time, place, and subject matter of any
hearing of the Committee shall be announced at least one week in
advance of the commencement of such hearing, unless a determina-
tion is made in accordance with clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House that there is good cause to begin the hearing
sooner.

(b) Memorandum.—Each member of the Committee shall be pro-
vided, except in the case of unusual circumstances, with a memo-
randum at least 48 hours before each hearing explaining (1) the
purpose of the hearing and (2) the names of any witnesses.
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(c) Witnesses.—

(1) Each witness who is to appear before the Committee
shall file with the clerk of the Committee, at least two working
days in advance of his or her appearance, sufficient copies, as
determined by the chairman of the Committee of a written
statement of his or her proposed testimony to provide to mem-
bers and staff of the Committee, the news media, and the gen-
eral public. Each witness shall, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, also provide a copy of such written testimony in an
electronic format prescribed by the chairman. Each witness
shall limit his or her oral presentation to a brief summary of
the argument. The chairman of the Committee or the presiding
member may waive the requirements of this paragraph or any
part thereof.

(2) To the greatest extent practicable, the written testimony
of each witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity shall
include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any federal
grant or contract or foreign government contracts and pay-
ments related to the subject matter of the hearing received
during the current calendar year or either of the two preceding
calendar years by the witness or by an entity represented by
the witness. The disclosure shall include (i) the amount and
source of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract
(or subcontract thereof) related to the subject matter of the
hearing; and (ii) the amount and country of origin of any pay-
ment or contract related to the subject matter of the hearing
originating with a foreign government.

(d) Questioning.—

(1) The right to interrogate the witnesses before the Com-
mittee shall alternate between majority and minority mem-
bers. Each member shall be limited to 5 minutes in the interro-
gation of witnesses until such time as each member who so de-
sires has had an opportunity to question witnesses. No mem-
ber shall be recognized for a second period of 5 minutes to in-
terrogate a witness until each member of the Committee
present has been recognized once for that purpose. The chair-
man shall recognize in order of appearance members who were
not present when the meeting was called to order after all
members who were present when the meeting was called to
order have been recognized in the order of seniority on the
Committee.

(2) The chairman, with the concurrence of the ranking mi-
nority member, or the Committee by motion, may permit an
equal number of majority and minority members to question a
witness for a specified, total period that is equal for each side
and not longer than thirty minutes for each side. The chairman
with the concurrence of the ranking minority member, or the
Committee by motion, may also permit committee staff of the
majority and minority to question a witness for a specified,
total period that is equal for each side and not longer than
thirty minutes for each side.

(3) Each member may submit to the chairman of the Com-
mittee additional questions for the record, to be answered by
the witnesses who have appeared. Each member shall provide
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a copy of the questions in an electronic format to the clerk of
the Committee no later than ten business days following a
hearing. The chairman shall transmit all questions received
from members of the Committee to the appropriate witness
and include the transmittal letter and the responses from the
witnesses in the hearing record. After consultation with the
ranking minority member, the chairman is authorized to close
the hearing record no earlier than 120 days from the date the
questions were transmitted to the appropriate witness.

RULE 4.—VICE CHAIRMEN; PRESIDING MEMBER

The chairman shall designate a member of the majority party to
serve as vice chairman of the Committee, and shall designate a ma-
jority member of each subcommittee to serve as vice chairman of
each subcommittee. The vice chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as the case may be, shall preside at any meeting or
hearing during the temporary absence of the chairman. If the
chairman and vice chairman of the Committee or subcommittee are
not present at any meeting or hearing, the ranking member of the
majority party who is present shall preside at the meeting or hear-
ing.

RULE 5.—OPEN PROCEEDINGS

Except as provided by the Rules of the House, each meeting and
hearing of the Committee for the transaction of business, including
the markup of legislation, and each hearing, shall be open to the
public, including to radio, television, and still photography cov-
erage, consistent with the provisions of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

RULE 6.—QUORUM

Testimony may be taken and evidence received at any hearing at
which there are present not fewer than two members of the Com-
mittee in question. A majority of the members of the Committee
shall constitute a quorum for those actions for which the House
Rules require a majority quorum. For the purposes of taking any
other action, one-third of the members of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum.

RULE 7.—OFFICIAL COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a)(1) Documents reflecting the proceedings of the Committee
shall be made publicly available in electronic form on the Commit-
tee’s website and in the Committee office for inspection by the pub-
lic, as provided in Rule XI, clause 2(e) of the Rules of the House
not more than 24 hours after each meeting has adjourned, includ-
ing a record showing those present at each meeting; and a record
of the vote on any question on which a record vote is demanded,
including a description of the amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition, the name of each member voting for and each member
voting against such amendment, motion, order, or proposition, and
the names of those members of the committee present but not vot-
ing.
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(2) Record Votes.—A record vote may be demanded by one-fifth
of the members present or, in the apparent absence of a quorum,
by any one member. No demand for a record vote shall be made
or obtained except for the purpose of procuring a record vote or in
the apparent absence of a quorum.

(b) Postponement of Votes.—In accordance with clause 2(h)(4) of
Rule XTI of the Rules of the House, the Chairman of the Committee
or a subcommittee, after consultation with the ranking minority
member of the Committee or subcommittee, may (A) postpone fur-
ther proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question of
approving a measure or matter or on adopting an amendment; and
(B) resume proceedings on a postponed question at any time after
reasonable notice.

(¢) Archived Records.—The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House. The chairman shall notify the ranking minority member of
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the Rule,
to withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determination on the written re-
quest of any member of the Committee. The chairman shall consult
with the ranking minority member on any communication from the
Archivist of the United States or the Clerk of the House concerning
glel disposition of noncurrent records pursuant to clause 3(b) of the

ule.

RULE 8. —SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Establishment.—There shall be such standing subcommittees
with such jurisdiction and size as determined by the majority party
caucus of the Committee. The jurisdiction, number, and size of the
subcommittees shall be determined by the majority party caucus
prior to the start of the process for establishing subcommittee
chairmanships and assignments.

(b) Powers and Duties.—Each subcommittee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive testimony, mark up legislation, and re-
port to the Committee on all matters referred to it. Subcommittee
chairmen shall set hearing and meeting dates only with the ap-
proval of the chairman of the Committee with a view toward assur-
ing the availability of meeting rooms and avoiding simultaneous
scheduling of Committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings
whenever possible.

(¢) Ratio of Subcommittees.—The majority caucus of the Com-
mittee shall determine an appropriate ratio of majority to minority
party members for each subcommittee and the chairman shall ne-
gotiate that ratio with the minority party, provided that the ratio
of party members on each subcommittee shall be no less favorable
to the majority than that of the full Committee, nor shall such
ratio provide for a majority of less than two majority members.

(d) Selection of Subcommittee Members.—Prior to any organiza-
tional meeting held by the Committee, the majority and minority
caucuses shall select their respective members of the standing sub-
committees.

(e) Ex Officio Members.—The chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee shall be ex officio members with voting
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privileges of each subcommittee of which they are not assigned as
members and may be counted for purposes of establishing a
quorum in such subcommittees.

RULE 9.—OPENING STATEMENTS

(a) Written Statements.—All written opening statements at hear-
ings and business meetings conducted by the committee shall be
made part of the permanent record.

(b) Length.—

(1) At full committee hearings, the chairman and ranking
minority member shall be limited to 5 minutes each for an
opening statement, and may designate another member to give
an opening statement of not more than 5 minutes. At sub-
committee hearings, the subcommittee chairman and ranking
minority member of the subcommittee shall be limited to 5
minutes each for an opening statement. In addition, the full
committee chairman and ranking minority member shall each
be allocated 5 minutes for an opening statement for themselves
or their designees.

(2) At any business meeting of the Committee, statements
shall be limited to 5 minutes each for the chairman and rank-
ing minority member (or their respective designee) of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as applicable, and 3 minutes each for
all other members. The chairman may further limit opening
statements for Members (including, at the discretion of the
Chairman, the chairman and ranking minority member) to one
minute.

RULE 10.—REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND OTHER MATTERS

All legislation and other matters referred to the Committee shall
be referred to the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction within
two weeks of the date of receipt by the Committee unless action is
taken by the full Committee within those two weeks, or by majority
vote of the members of the Committee, consideration is to be by the
full Committee. In the case of legislation or other matter within the
jurisdiction of more than one subcommittee, the chairman of the
Committee may, in his discretion, refer the matter simultaneously
to two or more subcommittees for concurrent consideration, or may
designate a subcommittee of primary jurisdiction and also refer the
matter to one or more additional subcommittees for consideration
in sequence (subject to appropriate time limitations), either on its
initial referral or after the matter has been reported by the sub-
committee of primary jurisdiction. Such authority shall include the
authority to refer such legislation or matter to an ad hoc sub-
committee appointed by the chairman, with the approval of the
Committee, from the members of the subcommittees having legisla-
tive or oversight jurisdiction.

RULE 11.—MANAGING LEGISLATION ON THE HOUSE FLOOR

The chairman, in his discretion, shall designate which member
shall manage legislation reported by the Committee to the House.
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RULE 12.—COMMITTEE PROFESSIONAL AND CLERICAL STAFF
APPOINTMENTS

(a) Delegation of Staff.—Whenever the chairman of the Com-
mittee determines that any professional staff member appointed
pursuant to the provisions of clause 9 of Rule X of the House of
Representatives, who is assigned to such chairman and not to the
ranking minority member, by reason of such professional staff
member’s expertise or qualifications will be of assistance to one or
more subcommittees in carrying out their assigned responsibilities,
he may delegate such member to such subcommittees for such pur-
pose. A delegation of a member of the professional staff pursuant
to this subsection shall be made after consultation with sub-
committee chairmen and with the approval of the subcommittee
chairman or chairmen involved.

(b) Minority Professional Staff.—Professional staff members ap-
pointed pursuant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Representa-
tives, who are assigned to the ranking minority member of the
Committee and not to the chairman of the Committee, shall be as-
signed to such Committee business as the minority party members
of the Committee consider advisable.

(c) Additional Staff Appointments.—In addition to the profes-
sional staff appointed pursuant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House
of Representatives, the chairman of the Committee shall be entitled
to make such appointments to the professional and clerical staff of
the Committee as may be provided within the budget approved for
such purposes by the Committee. Such appointee shall be assigned
to such business of the full Committee as the chairman of the Com-
mittee considers advisable.

(d) Sufficient Staff.—The chairman shall ensure that sufficient
staff is made available to each subcommittee to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under the rules of the Committee.

(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in Appointment of Com-
mittee Staff.—The chairman shall ensure that the minority mem-
bers of the Committee are treated fairly in appointment of Com-
mittee staff.

(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermittent Services.—Any con-
tract for the temporary services or intermittent service of indi-
vidual consultants or organizations to make studies or advise the
Committee or its subcommittees with respect to any matter within
their jurisdiction shall be deemed to have been approved by a ma-
jority of the members of the Committee if approved by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the Committee. Such ap-
proval shall not be deemed to have been given if at least one-third
of the members of the Committee request in writing that the Com-
mittee formally act on such a contract, if the request is made with-
in 10 days after the latest date on which such chairman or chair-
men, and such ranking minority member or members, approve
such contract.

RULE 13.—SUPERVISION, DUTIES OF STAFF

(a) Supervision of Majority Staff—The professional and clerical
staff of the Committee not assigned to the minority shall be under
the supervision and direction of the chairman who, in consultation
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with the chairmen of the subcommittees, shall establish and assign
the duties and responsibilities of such staff members and delegate
such authority as he determines appropriate.

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff.—The professional and clerical
staff assigned to the minority shall be under the supervision and
direction of the minority members of the Committee, who may dele-
gate such authority as they determine appropriate.

RULE 14.—COMMITTEE BUDGET

(a) Administration of Committee Budget.—The chairman of the
Committee, in consultation with the ranking minority member,
shall for the 114th Congress attempt to ensure that the Committee
receives necessary amounts for professional and clerical staff, trav-
el, investigations, equipment and miscellaneous expenses of the
Committee and the subcommittees, which shall be adequate to
fully discharge the Committee’s responsibilities for legislation and
oversight.

(b) Monthly Expenditures Report.—Committee members shall be
furnished a copy of each monthly report, prepared by the chairman
for the Committee on House Administration, which shows expendi-
tures made during the reporting period and cumulative for the year
by the Committee and subcommittees, anticipated expenditures for
the projected Committee program, and detailed information on
travel.

RULE 15.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS

Any meeting or hearing that is open to the public may be covered
in whole or in part by radio or television or still photography, sub-
ject to the requirements of clause 4 of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House. The coverage of any hearing or other proceeding of the
Committee or any subcommittee thereof by television, radio, or still
photography shall be under the direct supervision of the chairman
of the Committee, the subcommittee chairman, or other member of
the Committee presiding at such hearing or other proceeding and
may be terminated by such member in accordance with the Rules
of the House.

RULE 16.—SUBPOENA POWER

The power to authorize and issue subpoenas is delegated to the
Chair of the full Committee, as provided for under clause
2(m)(3)(A)({) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. The Chair shall notify the ranking minority member prior to
issuing any subpoena under such authority. To the extent prac-
ticable, the Chair shall consult with the ranking minority member
at least 72 hours in advance of a subpoena being issued under such
authority. The chairman shall report to the members of the Com-
mittee on the issuance of a subpoena as soon as practicable but in
no event later than one week after issuance of such subpoena.

RULE 17.—TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF

(a) Approval of Travel.—Consistent with the primary expense
resolution and such additional expense resolutions as may have
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been approved, travel to be reimbursed from funds set aside for the
Committee for any member or any staff member shall be paid only
upon the prior authorization of the chairman. Travel may be au-
thorized by the chairman for any member and any staff member
in connection with the attendance of hearings conducted by the
Committee or any subcommittee thereof and meetings, conferences,
and investigations which involve activities or subject matter under
the general jurisdiction of the Committee. Before such authoriza-
tion is given there shall be submitted to the chairman in writing
the following: (1) the purpose of the travel; (2) the dates during
which the travel is to be made and the date or dates of the event
for which the travel is being made; (3) the location of the event for
which the travel is to be made; and (4) the names of members and
staff seeking authorization.

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Members and Staff.—In the
case of travel by minority party members and minority party pro-
fessional staff for the purpose set out in (a), the prior approval, not
only of the chairman but also of the ranking minority member,
shall be required. Such prior authorization shall be given by the
chairman only upon the representation by the ranking minority
member in writing setting forth those items enumerated in (1), (2),
(3), and (4) of paragraph (a).

RULE 18.—WEBSITE

The chairman shall maintain an official Committee website for
the purposes of furthering the Committee’s legislative and over-
sight responsibilities, including communicating information about
the Committee’s activities to Committee members and other mem-
bers of the House. The ranking minority member may maintain an
official website for the purpose of carrying out official responsibil-
ities, including communicating information about the activities of
the minority members of the Committee to Committee members
and other members of the House.

RULE 19.—CONFERENCES

The chairman of the Committee is directed to offer a motion
under clause 1 of Rule XXII of the Rules of the House whenever
the chairman considers it appropriate.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS FOR THE 115TH
CONGRESS

FOREWORD

The Committee on Ethics is unique in the House of Representa-
tives. Consistent with the duty to carry out its advisory and en-
forcement responsibilities in an impartial manner, the Committee
is the only standing committee of the House of Representatives the
membership of which is divided evenly by party. These rules are
intended to provide a fair procedural framework for the conduct of
the Committee’s activities and to help ensure that the Committee
serves well the people of the United States, the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Members, officers, and employees of the
House of Representatives.

PART I—GENERAL COMMITTEE RULES

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) So far as applicable, these rules and the Rules of the House
of Representatives shall be the rules of the Committee and any
subcommittee. The Committee adopts these rules under the author-
ity of clause 2(a)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, 115th Congress.

(b) The rules of the Committee may be modified, amended, or re-
pealed by a vote of a majority of the Committee.

(c) When the interests of justice so require, the Committee, by a
majority vote of its members, may adopt any special procedures,
not inconsistent with these rules, deemed necessary to resolve a
particular matter before it. Copies of such special procedures shall
be furnished to all parties in the matter.

(d) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member shall have access
to such information that they request as necessary to conduct Com-
mittee business.

RULE 2.—DEFINITIONS

(a) “Committee” means the Committee on Ethics.
(89)
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(b) “Complaint” means a written allegation of improper conduct
against a Member, officer, or employee of the House of Representa-
tives filed with the Committee with the intent to initiate an in-
quiry.

(¢) “Inquiry” means an investigation by an investigative sub-
committee into allegations against a Member, officer, or employee
of the House of Representatives.

(d) “Investigate,” “Investigating,” and/or “Investigation” mean re-
view of the conduct of a Member, officer, or employee of the House
of Representatives that is conducted or authorized by the Com-
mittee, an investigative subcommittee, or the Chair and Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee.

(e) “Board” means the Board of the Office of Congressional Eth-
ics.

(f) “Referral” means a report sent to the Committee from the
Board pursuant to House Rules and all applicable House Resolu-
tions regarding the conduct of a House Member, officer, or em-
ployee, including any accompanying findings or other supporting
documentation.

(g) “Investigative Subcommittee” means a subcommittee des-
ignated pursuant to Rule 19(a) to conduct an inquiry to determine
if a Statement of Alleged Violation should be issued.

(h) “Statement of Alleged Violation” means a formal charging
document filed by an investigative subcommittee with the Com-
mittee containing specific allegations against a Member, officer, or
employee of the House of Representatives of a violation of the Code
of Official Conduct, or of a law, rule, regulation, or other standard
of conduct applicable to the performance of official duties or the
discharge of official responsibilities.

(i) “Adjudicatory Subcommittee” means a subcommittee des-
ignated pursuant to Rule 23(a) that holds an adjudicatory hearing
and determines whether the counts in a Statement of Alleged Vio-
lation are proved by clear and convincing evidence.

(G) “Sanction Hearing” means a Committee hearing to determine
what sanction, if any, to adopt or to recommend to the House of
Representatives.

(k) “Respondent” means a Member, officer, or employee of the
House of Representatives who is the subject of a complaint filed
with the Committee or who is the subject of an inquiry or a State-
ment of Alleged Violation.

(1) “Office of Advice and Education” refers to the Office estab-
lished by section 803(i) of the Ethics Reform Act of 1989. The Office
handles inquiries; prepares written opinions in response to specific
requests; develops general guidance; and organizes seminars, work-
shops, and briefings for the benefit of the House of Representatives.

(m) “Member” means a Representative in, or a Delegate to, or the
Resident Commissioner to, the U.S. House of Representatives.

RULE 3.—ADVISORY OPINIONS AND WAIVERS

(a) The Office of Advice and Education shall handle inquiries;
prepare written opinions providing specific advice, including re-
views of requests for privately-sponsored travel pursuant to the
Committee’s travel regulations; develop general guidance; and or-
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ganize seminars, workshops, and briefings for the benefit of the
House of Representatives.

(b) Any Member, officer, or employee of the House of Representa-
tives may request a written opinion with respect to the propriety
of any current or proposed conduct of such Member, officer, or em-
ployee.

(¢c) The Office of Advice and Education may provide information
and guidance regarding laws, rules, regulations, and other stand-
ards of conduct applicable to Members, officers, and employees in
the performance of their duties or the discharge of their respon-
sibilities.

(d) In general, the Committee shall provide a written opinion to
an individual only in response to a written request, and the written
opinion shall address the conduct only of the inquiring individual,
or of persons for whom the inquiring individual is responsible as
employing authority.

(e) A written request for an opinion shall be addressed to the
Chair of the Committee and shall include a complete and accurate
statement of the relevant facts. A request shall be signed by the
requester or the requester’s authorized representative or employing
authority. A representative shall disclose to the Committee the
identity of the principal on whose behalf advice is being sought.

(f) Requests for privately-sponsored travel shall be treated like
any other request for a written opinion for purposes of paragraphs
(g) through (1).

(1) The Committee’s Travel Guidelines and Regulations shall
govern the request submission and Committee approval proc-
ess for privately-sponsored travel consistent with House Rules.

(2) A request for privately-sponsored travel of a Member, of-
ficer, or employee shall include a completed and signed Trav-
eler Form that attaches the Private Sponsor Certification Form
and includes all information required by the Committee’s trav-
el regulations. A private sponsor offering officially-connected
travel to a Member, officer, or employee must complete and
sign a Private Sponsor Certification Form, and provide a copy
of that form to the invitee(s).

(3) Any individual who knowingly and willfully falsifies, or
who knowingly and willfully fails to file, a Traveler Form or
Private Sponsor Certification Form may be subject to civil pen-
alties and criminal sanctions pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §1001.

(g) The Office of Advice and Education shall prepare for the Com-
mittee a response to each written request for an opinion from a
Member, officer, or employee. Each response shall discuss all appli-
cable laws, rules, regulations, or other standards.

(h) Where a request is unclear or incomplete, the Office of Advice
and Education may seek additional information from the requester.

(i) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member are authorized to
take action on behalf of the Committee on any proposed written
opinion that they determine does not require consideration by the
Committee. If the Chair or Ranking Minority Member requests a
written opinion, or seeks a waiver, extension, or approval pursuant
to Rules 3(m), 4(c), 4(e), or 4(h), the next ranking member of the
requester’s party is authorized to act in lieu of the requester.
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(G) The Committee shall keep confidential any request for advice
from a Member, officer, or employee, as well as any response there-
to. Upon request of any Member, officer, or employee who has sub-
mitted a written request for an opinion or submitted a request for
privately-sponsored travel, the Committee may release to the re-
questing individual a copy of their own written request for advice
or submitted travel forms, any subsequent written communications
between such individual and Committee staff regarding the re-
quest, and any Committee advisory opinion or travel letter issued
to that individual in response. The Committee shall not release any
internal Committee staff work product, communications, or notes
in response to such a request, except as authorized by the Com-
mittee.

(k) The Committee may take no adverse action in regard to any
conduct that has been undertaken in reliance on a written opinion
if the conduct conforms to the specific facts addressed in the opin-
ion.

(1) Information provided to the Committee by a Member, officer,
or employee seeking advice regarding prospective conduct may not
be used as the basis for initiating an investigation under clause
3(a)(2) or clause 3(b) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, if such Member, officer, or employee acts in good faith
in accordance with the written advice of the Committee.

(m) A written request for a waiver of clause 5 of House Rule XX
(the House gift rule), or for any other waiver or approval, shall be
treated in all respects like any other request for a written opinion.

(n) A written request for a waiver of clause 5 of House Rule XXV
(the House gift rule) shall specify the nature of the waiver being
sought and the specific circumstances justifying the waiver.

(o) An employee seeking a waiver of time limits applicable to
travel paid for by a private source shall include with the request
evidence that the employing authority is aware of the request. In
any other instance where proposed employee conduct may reflect
on the performance of official duties, the Committee may require
that the requester submit evidence that the employing authority
knows of the conduct.

RULE 4.—FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

(a) In matters relating to Title I of the Ethics in Government Act
of 1978, the Committee shall coordinate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives, Legislative Resource Center, to assure
that appropriate individuals are notified of their obligation to file
reports required to be filed under Title I of the Ethics in Govern-
ment Act and that such individuals are provided in a timely fash-
ion with filing instructions and forms developed by the Committee.

(b) The Committee shall coordinate with the Legislative Resource
Center to assure that information that the Ethics in Government
Act requires to be placed on the public record is made public.

(¢) Any reports required to be filed under Title I of the Ethics in
Government Act filed by Members of the Board of the Office of
Congressional Ethics that are forwarded to the Committee by the
Clerk shall not be subject to paragraphs (d) through (q) of this
Rule. The Office of Congressional Ethics retains jurisdiction over
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review of the timeliness and completeness of filings by Members of
the Board as the Board’s supervising ethics office.

(d) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member are authorized to
grant on behalf of the Committee requests for reasonable exten-
sions of time for the filing of Financial Disclosure Statements. Any
such request must be received by the Committee no later than the
date on which the Statement in question is due. A request received
after such date may be granted by the Committee only in extraor-
dinary circumstances. Such extensions for one individual in a cal-
endar year shall not exceed a total of 90 days. No extension shall
be granted authorizing a nonincumbent candidate to file a state-
ment later than 30 days prior to a primary or general election in
which the candidate is participating.

(e) An individual who takes legally sufficient action to withdraw
as a candidate before the date on which that individual’s Financial
Disclosure Statement is due under the Ethics in Government Act
shall not be required to file a Statement. An individual shall not
be excused from filing a Financial Disclosure Statement when
withdrawal as a candidate occurs after the date on which such
Statement was due.

(f) Any individual who files a report required to be filed under
Title I of the Ethics in Government Act more than 30 days after
the later of—

(1) the date such report is required to be filed, or

(2) if a filing extension is granted to such individual, the last
day of the filing extension period, is required by such Act to
pay a late filing fee of $200. The Chair and Ranking Minority
Member are authorized to approve requests that the fee be
waived based on extraordinary circumstances.

(g) Any late report that is submitted without a required filing fee
shall be deemed procedurally deficient and not properly filed.

(h) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member are authorized to
approve requests for waivers of the aggregation and reporting of
gifts as provided by section 102(a)(2)(C) of the Ethics in Govern-
ment Act. If such a request is approved, both the incoming request
and the Committee response shall be forwarded to the Legislative
Resource Center for placement on the public record.

(i) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member are authorized to
approve blind trusts as qualifying under section 102(f)(3) of the
Ethics in Government Act. The correspondence relating to formal
approval of a blind trust, the trust document, the list of assets
transferred to the trust, and any other documents required by law
to be made public, shall be forwarded to the Legislative Resource
Center for such purpose.

(j) The Committee shall designate staff who shall review reports
required to be filed under Title I of the Ethics in Government Act
and, based upon information contained therein, indicate in a form
and manner prescribed by the Committee whether the Statement
appears substantially accurate and complete and the filer appears
to be in compliance with applicable laws and rules.

(k) Each report required to be filed under Title I of the Ethics
in Government Act shall be reviewed within 60 days after the date
of filing.
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(1) If the reviewing staff believes that additional information is
required because (1) the report required to be filed under Title I
of the Ethics in Government Act appears not substantially accurate
or complete, or (2) the filer may not be in compliance with applica-
ble laws or rules, then the reporting individual shall be notified in
writing of the additional information believed to be required, or of
the law or rule with which the reporting individual does not appear
to be in compliance. Such notice shall also state the time within
which a response is to be submitted. Any such notice shall remain
confidential.

(m) Within the time specified, including any extension granted in
accordance with clause (d), a reporting individual who concurs with
the Committee’s notification that the report required to be filed
under Title I of the Ethics in Government Act is not complete, or
that other action is required, shall submit the necessary informa-
tion or take appropriate action. Any amendment may be in the
form of a revised report required to be filed under Title I of the
Ethics in Government Act or an explanatory letter addressed to the
Clerk of the House of Representatives.

(n) Any amendment shall be placed on the public record in the
same manner as other reports required to be filed under Title I of
the Ethics in Government Act. The individual designated by the
Committee to review the original report required to be filed under
Title I of the Ethics in Government Act shall review any amend-
ment thereto.

(o) Within the time specified, including any extension granted in
accordance with clause (d), a reporting individual who does not
agree with the Committee that the report required to be filed
under Title I of the Ethics in Government Act is deficient or that
other action is required, shall be provided an opportunity to re-
spond orally or in writing. If the explanation is accepted, a copy of
the response, if written, or a note summarizing an oral response,
shall be retained in Committee files with the original report.

(p) The Committee shall be the final arbiter of whether any re-
port required to be filed under Title I of the Ethics in Government
Act requires clarification or amendment.

(q) If the Committee determines, by vote of a majority of its
members, that there is reason to believe that an individual has
willfully failed to file a report required to be filed under Title I of
the Ethics in Government Act or has willfully falsified or willfully
failed to file information required to be reported, then the Com-
mittee shall refer the name of the individual, together with the evi-
dence supporting its finding, to the Attorney General pursuant to
section 104(b) of the Ethics in Government Act. Such referral shall
not preclude the Committee from initiating such other action as
may be authorized by other provisions of law or the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

RULE 5.—MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting day of the Committee shall be the second
Tuesday of each month, except when the House of Representatives
is not meeting on that day. When the Committee Chair determines
that there is sufficient reason, meetings may be called on addi-
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tional days. A regularly scheduled meeting need not be held when
the Chair determines there is no business to be considered.

(b) The Chair shall establish the agenda for meetings of the Com-
mittee, and the Ranking Minority Member may place additional
items on the agenda.

(c) All meetings of the Committee or any subcommittee shall
occur in executive session unless the Committee or subcommittee,
by an affirmative vote of a majority of its members, opens the
meeting to the public.

(d) Any hearing held by an adjudicatory subcommittee, or any
sanction hearing held by the Committee, shall be open to the public
unless the Committee or subcommittee, by an affirmative vote of
a majority of its members, closes the hearing to the public.

(e) A subcommittee shall meet at the discretion of its Chair.

(f) Insofar as practicable, notice for any Committee or sub-
committee meeting shall be provided at least seven days in advance
of the meeting. The Chair of the Committee or subcommittee may
waive such time period for good cause.

RULE 6.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) The staff is to be assembled and retained as a professional,
nonpartisan staff.

(b) Each member of the staff shall be professional and demon-
strably qualified for the position for which the individual is hired.

(c) The staff as a whole and each individual member of the staff
shall perform all official duties in a nonpartisan manner.

(d) No member of the staff shall engage in any partisan political
activity directly affecting any congressional or presidential election.

(e) No member of the staff or outside counsel may accept public
speaking engagements or write for publication on any subject that
is in any way related to the employment or duties with the Com-
mittee of such individual without specific prior approval from the
Chair and Ranking Minority Member.

(f) All staff members shall be appointed by an affirmative vote
of a majority of the members of the Committee. Such vote shall
occur at the first meeting of the membership of the Committee dur-
ing each Congress and as necessary during the Congress.

(g) Subject to the approval of the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, the Committee may retain counsel not employed by the
House of Representatives whenever the Committee determines, by
an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Committee,
that the retention of outside counsel is necessary and appropriate.

(h) If the Committee determines that it is necessary to retain
staff members for the purpose of a particular investigation or other
proceeding, then such staff shall be retained only for the duration
of that particular investigation or proceeding.

(i) Outside counsel may be dismissed prior to the end of a con-
tract between the Committee and such counsel only by a majority
vote of the members of the Committee.

(G) In addition to any other staff provided for by law, rule, or
other authority, with respect to the Committee, the Chair and
Ranking Minority Member each may appoint one individual as a
shared staff member from the respective personal staff of the Chair
or Ranking Minority Member to perform service for the Committee.
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Such shared staff may assist the Chair or Ranking Minority Mem-
ber on any subcommittee on which the Chair or Ranking Minority
Member serves. Only paragraphs (c) and (e) of this Rule and Rule
7(b) shall apply to shared staff.

RULE 7.—CONFIDENTIALITY

(a) Before any Member or employee of the Committee, including
members of an investigative subcommittee selected under clause
5(a)(4) of Rule X of the House of Representatives and shared staff
designated pursuant to Committee Rule 6(j), may have access to in-
formation that is confidential under the rules of the Committee, the
following oath (or affirmation) shall be executed in writing:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose, to any
person or entity outside the Committee on Ethics, any information
received in the course of my service with the Committee, except as
authorized by the Committee or in accordance with its rules.”

Copies of the executed oath shall be provided to the Clerk of the
House as part of the records of the House. Breaches of confiden-
tiality shall be investigated by the Committee and appropriate ac-
tion shall be taken.

(b) No member of the staff or outside counsel may make public,
unless approved by an affirmative vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee, any information, document, or other mate-
rial that is confidential, derived from executive session, or classi-
fied and that is obtained during the course of employment with the
Committee.

(c) Committee members and staff shall not disclose any evidence
relating to an investigation to any person or organization outside
the Committee unless authorized by the Committee.

(d) Members and staff of the Committee shall not disclose to any
person or organization outside the Committee, unless authorized by
the Committee, any information regarding the Committee’s or a
subcommittee’s investigative, adjudicatory, or other proceedings, in-
cluding but not limited to: (i) the fact or nature of any complaints;
(i) executive session proceedings; (iii) information pertaining to or
copies of any Committee or subcommittee report, study or other
document which purports to express the views, findings, conclu-
sions or recommendations of the Committee or subcommittee in
connection with any of its activities or proceedings; or (iv) any
other information or allegation respecting the conduct of a Member,
officer, or employee of the House. This rule shall not prohibit the
Chair or Ranking Minority Member from disclosing to the Board of
the Office of Congressional Ethics the existence of a Committee in-
vestigation, the name of the Member, officer or employee of the
House who is the subject of that investigation, and a brief state-
ment of the scope of that investigation in a written request for re-
ferral pursuant to Rule 17A(k). Such disclosures will only be made
subject to written confirmation from the Board that the informa-
tion provided by the Chair or Ranking Minority Member will be
kept confidential by the Board.

(e) Except as otherwise specifically authorized by the Committee,
no Committee member or staff member shall disclose to any person
outside the Committee the name of any witness subpoenaed to tes-
tify or to produce evidence.
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(f) Except as provided in Rule 17A, the Committee shall not dis-
close to any person or organization outside the Committee any in-
formation concerning the conduct of a respondent until it has
transmitted a Statement of Alleged Violation to such respondent
and the respondent has been given full opportunity to respond pur-
suant to Rule 22. The Statement of Alleged Violation and any writ-
ten response thereto shall be made public at the first meeting or
hearing on the matter that is open to the public after such oppor-
tunity has been provided. Any other materials in the possession of
the Committee regarding such statement may be made public as
authorized by the Committee to the extent consistent with the
Rules of the House of Representatives. If no public hearing is held
on the matter, the Statement of Alleged Violation and any written
response thereto shall be included in the Committee’s final report
on the matter to the House of Representatives.

(g) Unless otherwise determined by a vote of the Committee, only
the Chair or Ranking Minority Member of the Committee, after
consultation with each other, may make public statements regard-
ing matters before the Committee or any subcommittee.

(h) The Committee may establish procedures necessary to pre-
vent the unauthorized disclosure of any testimony or other infor-
mation received by the Committee or its staff.

RULE 8.—SUBCOMMITTEES—GENERAL POLICY AND STRUCTURE

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of these Rules, the Chair
and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee may consult with
an investigative subcommittee either on their own initiative or on
the initiative of the subcommittee, shall have access to evidence
and information before a subcommittee with whom they so consult,
and shall not thereby be precluded from serving as full, voting
members of any adjudicatory subcommittee. Except for the Chair
and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee pursuant to this
paragraph, evidence in the possession of an investigative sub-
committee shall not be disclosed to other Committee members ex-
cept by a vote of the subcommittee.

(b) The Committee may establish other noninvestigative and
nonadjudicatory subcommittees and may assign to them such func-
tions as it may deem appropriate. The membership of each sub-
committee shall provide equal representation for the majority and
minority parties.

(c) The Chair may refer any bill, resolution, or other matter be-
fore the Committee to an appropriate subcommittee for consider-
ation. Any such bill, resolution, or other matter may be discharged
from the subcommittee to which it was referred by a majority vote
of the Committee.

(d) Any member of the Committee may sit with any noninves-
tigative or nonadjudicatory subcommittee, but only regular mem-
bers of such subcommittee may vote on any matter before that sub-
committee.

RULE 9.—QUORUMS AND MEMBER DISQUALIFICATION

(a) The quorum for the Committee or an investigative sub-
committee to take testimony and to receive evidence shall be two
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members, unless otherwise authorized by the House of Representa-
tives.

(b) The quorum for an adjudicatory subcommittee to take testi-
mony, receive evidence, or conduct business shall consist of a ma-
jority plus one of the members of the adjudicatory subcommittee.

(c) Except as stated in clauses (a) and (b) of this rule, a quorum
for the purpose of conducting business consists of a majority of the
members of the Committee or subcommittee.

(d) A member of the Committee shall be ineligible to participate
in any Committee or subcommittee proceeding in which such Mem-
ber is the respondent.

(e) A member of the Committee may seek disqualification from
participating in any investigation of the conduct of a Member, offi-
cer, or employee of the House of Representatives upon the submis-
sion in writing and under oath of an affidavit of disqualification
stating that the member cannot render an impartial and unbiased
decision. If the Committee approves and accepts such affidavit of
disqualification, the Chair shall so notify the Speaker and ask the
Speaker to designate a Member of the House of Representatives
from the same political party as the disqualified member of the
Committee to act as a member of the Committee in any Committee
proceeding relating to such investigation.

RULE 10.—VOTE REQUIREMENTS

(a) The following actions shall be taken only upon an affirmative
vote of a majority of the members of the Committee or sub-
committee, as appropriate:

(1) Issuing a subpoena.

(2) Adopting a full Committee motion to create an investiga-
tive subcommittee.

(3) Adopting or amending of a Statement of Alleged Viola-
tion.

(4) Finding that a count in a Statement of Alleged Violation
has been proved by clear and convincing evidence.

(5) Sending a letter of reproval.

(6) Adopting a recommendation to the House of Representa-
tives that a sanction be imposed.

(7) Adopting a report relating to the conduct of a Member,
officer, or employee.

(8) Issuing an advisory opinion of general applicability estab-
lishing new policy.

(b) Except as stated in clause (a), action may be taken by the
Committee or any subcommittee thereof by a simple majority, a
quorum being present.

(¢) No motion made to take any of the actions enumerated in
clause (a) of this Rule may be entertained by the Chair unless a
quorum of the Committee is present when such motion is made.

RULE 11.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a) All communications and all pleadings pursuant to these rules
shall be filed with the Committee at the Committee’s office or such
other place as designated by the Committee.
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(b) All records of the Committee which have been delivered to the
Archivist of the United States shall be made available to the public
in accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives.

RULE 12.—BROADCASTS OF COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE
PROCEEDINGS

(a) Television or radio coverage of a Committee or subcommittee
hearing or meeting shall be without commercial sponsorship.

(b) Not more than four television cameras, operating from fixed
positions, shall be permitted in a hearing or meeting room. The
Committee may allocate the positions of permitted television cam-
eras among the television media in consultation with the Executive
Committee of the Radio and Television Correspondents’ Galleries.

(c) Television cameras shall be placed so as not to obstruct in any
way the space between any witness giving evidence or testimony
and any member of the Committee, or the visibility of that witness
and that member to each other.

(d) Television cameras shall not be placed in positions that un-
necessarily obstruct the coverage of the hearing or meeting by the
other media.

PART II—INVESTIGATIVE AUTHORITY

RULE 13.—HOUSE RESOLUTION

Whenever the House of Representatives, by resolution, author-
izes or directs the Committee to undertake an inquiry or investiga-
tion, the provisions of the resolution, in conjunction with these
Rules, shall govern. To the extent the provisions of the resolution
differ from these Rules, the resolution shall control.

RULE 14.—COMMITTEE AUTHORITY TO INVESTIGATE—GENERAL
PoLicy

(a) Pursuant to clause 3(b) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee may exercise its investigative
authority when:

(1) information offered as a complaint by a Member of the
House of Representatives is transmitted directly to the Com-
mittee;

(2) information offered as a complaint by an individual not
a Member of the House is transmitted to the Committee, pro-
vided that a Member of the House certifies in writing that such
Member believes the information is submitted in good faith
and warrants the review and consideration of the Committee;

(3) the Committee, on its own initiative, undertakes an in-
vestigation;

(4) a Member, officer, or employee is convicted in a Federal,
State, or local court of a felony;

(5) the House of Representatives, by resolution, authorizes or
directs the Committee to undertake an inquiry or investiga-
tion; or

(6) a referral from the Board is transmitted to the Com-
mittee.
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(b) The Committee also has investigatory authority over:

(1) certain unauthorized disclosures of intelligence-related
information, pursuant to House Rule X, clauses 11(g)(4) and
(g)(5); and

(2) reports received from the Office of the Inspector General
pursuant to House Rule II, clause 6(c)(5).

RULE 15.—COMPLAINTS

(a) A complaint submitted to the Committee shall be in writing,
dated, and properly verified (a document will be considered prop-
erly verified where a notary executes it with the language, “Signed
and sworn to (or affirmed) before me on (date) by (the name of the
person))” setting forth in simple, concise, and direct statements—

(1) the name and legal address of the party filing the com-
plaint (hereinafter referred to as the “complainant”);

(2) the name and position or title of the respondent;

(3) the nature of the alleged violation of the Code of Official
Conduct or of other law, rule, regulation, or other standard of
conduct applicable to the performance of duties or discharge of
responsibilities; and

(4) the facts alleged to give rise to the violation. The com-
plaint shall not contain innuendo, speculative assertions, or
conclusory statements.

(b) Any documents in the possession of the complainant that re-
late to the allegations may be submitted with the complaint.

(c) Information offered as a complaint by a Member of the House
of Representatives may be transmitted directly to the Committee.

(d) Information offered as a complaint by an individual not a
Member of the House may be transmitted to the Committee, pro-
vided that a Member of the House certifies in writing that such
Member believes the information is submitted in good faith and
warrants the review and consideration of the Committee.

(e) A complaint must be accompanied by a certification, which
may be unsworn, that the complainant has provided an exact copy
of the filed complaint and all attachments to the respondent.

(f) The Committee may defer action on a complaint against a
Member, officer, or employee of the House of Representatives when
the complaint alleges conduct that the Committee has reason to be-
lieve is being reviewed by appropriate law enforcement or regu-
latory authorities, or when the Committee determines that it is ap-
propriate for the conduct alleged in the complaint to be reviewed
initially by law enforcement or regulatory authorities.

(g) A complaint may not be amended without leave of the Com-
mittee. Otherwise, any new allegations of improper conduct must
be submitted in a new complaint that independently meets the pro-
cedural requirements of the Rules of the House of Representatives
and the Committee’s Rules.

(h) The Committee shall not accept, and shall return to the com-
plainant, any complaint submitted within the 60 days prior to an
election in which the subject of the complaint is a candidate.

(i) The Committee shall not consider a complaint, nor shall any
investigation be undertaken by the Committee, of any alleged vio-
lation which occurred before the third previous Congress unless the
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Committee determines that the alleged violation is directly related
to an alleged violation which occurred in a more recent Congress.

RULE 16.—DUTIES OF COMMITTEE CHAIR AND RANKING MINORITY
MEMBER

(a) Whenever information offered as a complaint is submitted to
the Committee, the Chair and Ranking Minority Member shall
have 14 calendar days or 5 legislative days, whichever occurs first,
to determine whether the information meets the requirements of
the Committee’s rules for what constitutes a complaint.

(b) Whenever the Chair and Ranking Minority Member jointly
determine that information submitted to the Committee meets the
requirements of the Committee’s rules for what constitutes a com-
plaint, they shall have 45 calendar days or 5 legislative days,
whichever is later, after the date that the Chair and Ranking Mi-
nority Member determine that information filed meets the require-
ments of the Committee’s rules for what constitutes a complaint,
unless the Committee by an affirmative vote of a majority of its
members votes otherwise, to—

(1) recommend to the Committee that it dispose of the com-
plaint, or any portion thereof, in any manner that does not re-
quire action by the House, which may include dismissal of the
complaint or resolution of the complaint by a letter to the
Member, officer, or employee of the House against whom the
complaint is made;

(2) establish an investigative subcommittee; or

(3) request that the Committee extend the applicable 45-cal-
endar day period when they determine more time is necessary
in order to make a recommendation under paragraph (1) or (2)
of Rule 16(b).

(c) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member may jointly gather
additional information concerning alleged conduct which is the
basis of a complaint or of information offered as a complaint until
they have established an investigative subcommittee or the Chair
or Ranking Minority Member has placed on the agenda the issue
of whether to establish an investigative subcommittee.

(d) If the Chair and Ranking Minority Member jointly determine
that information submitted to the Committee meets the require-
ments of the Committee rules for what constitutes a complaint, and
the complaint is not disposed of within 45 calendar days or 5 legis-
lative days, whichever is later, and no additional 45-day extension
is made, then they shall establish an investigative subcommittee
and forward the complaint, or any portion thereof, to that sub-
committee for its consideration. If at any time during the time pe-
riod either the Chair or Ranking Minority Member places on the
agenda the issue of whether to establish an investigative sub-
committee, then an investigative subcommittee may be established
only by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the
Committee.

(e) Whenever the Chair and Ranking Minority Member jointly
determine that information submitted to the Committee does not
meet the requirements for what constitutes a complaint set forth
in the Committee rules, they may (1) return the information to the
complainant with a statement that it fails to meet the require-
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ments for what constitutes a complaint set forth in the Committee’s
rules; or (2) recommend to the Committee that it authorize the es-
tablishment of an investigative subcommittee.

RULE 17.—PROCESSING OF COMPLAINTS

(a) If a complaint is in compliance with House and Committee
Rules, a copy of the complaint and the Committee Rules shall be
forwarded to the respondent within 5 days with notice that the
complaint conforms to the applicable rules.

(b) The respondent may, within 30 days of the Committee’s noti-
fication, provide to the Committee any information relevant to a
complaint filed with the Committee. The respondent may submit a
written statement in response to the complaint. Such a statement
shall be signed by the respondent. If the statement is prepared by
counsel for the respondent, the respondent shall sign a representa-
tion that the respondent has reviewed the response and agrees
with the factual assertions contained therein.

(c) The Committee staff may request information from the re-
spondent or obtain additional information relevant to the case from
other sources prior to the establishment of an investigative sub-
committee only when so directed by the Chair and Ranking Minor-
ity Member.

(d) The respondent shall be notified in writing regarding the
Committee’s decision either to dismiss the complaint or to create
an investigative subcommittee.

RULE 17A.—REFERRALS FROM THE BOARD OF THE OFFICE OF
CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS

(a) The Committee has exclusive jurisdiction over the interpreta-
tion, administration, and enforcement of the Code of Official Con-
duct pursuant to clause 1(g) of House Rule X. Receipt of referrals
from the Board under this rule does not limit the Committee’s dis-
cretion to address referrals in any way through the appropriate
procedures authorized by Committee Rules. The Committee shall
review the report and findings transmitted by the Board without
prejudice or presumptions as to the merit of the allegations.

(b)(1) Whenever the Committee receives either (A) a referral con-
taining a written report and any findings and supporting docu-
mentation from the Board; or (B) a referral from the Board pursu-
ant to a request under Rule 17A(k), the Chair shall have 45 cal-
endar days or 5 legislative days after the date the referral is re-
ceived, whichever is later, to make public the report and findings
of the Board unless the Chair and Ranking Minority Member joint-
ly decide, or the Committee votes, to withhold such information for
not more than one additional 45-day period.

(2) At least one calendar day before the Committee makes public
any report and findings of the Board, the Chair shall notify in writ-
ing the Board and the Member, officer, or employee who is the sub-
ject of the referral of the impending public release of these docu-
ments. At the same time, the Chair shall transmit a copy of any
public statement on the Committee’s disposition of the matter and
any accompanying Committee report to the individual who is the
subject of the referral.
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(3) All public statements and reports and findings of the Board
that are required to be made public under this Rule shall be posted
on the Committee’s website.

(c) If the OCE report and findings are withheld for an additional
45-day period pursuant to paragraph (b)(1), the Chair shall—

(1) make a public statement on the day of such decision or
vote that the matter referred from the Board has been ex-
tended; and

(2) make public the written report and findings pursuant to
paragraph (b) upon the termination of such additional period.

(d) If the Board transmits a report with a recommendation to dis-
miss or noting a matter as unresolved due to a tie vote, and the
matter is extended for an additional period as provided in para-
graph (b), the Committee is not required to make a public state-
ment that the matter has been extended pursuant to paragraph
(b)(1).

(e) If the Committee votes to dismiss a matter referred from the
Board, the Committee is not required to make public the written
report and findings of the Board pursuant. to paragraph (c) unless
the Committee’s vote is inconsistent with the recommendation of
the Board. A vote by the Committee to dismiss a matter is not con-
sidered inconsistent with a report from the Board that the matter
is unresolved by the Board due to a tie vote.

(f) Except as provided by paragraph (g):

(1) If the Committee establishes an investigative sub-
committee respecting any matter referred by the Board, then
the report and findings of the Board shall not be made public
until the conclusion of the investigative subcommittee process.
The Committee shall issue a public statement noting the estab-
lishment of an investigative subcommittee, which shall include
the name of the Member, officer, or employee who is the sub-
ject of the inquiry, and shall set forth the alleged violation.

(2) If any such investigative subcommittee does not conclude
its review within one year after the Board’s referral, then the
Committee shall make public the report of the Board no later
than one year after the referral. If the investigative sub-
committee does not conclude its review before the end of the
Congress in which the report of the Board is made public, the
Committee shall make public any findings of the Board on the
last day of that Congress.

(g) If the vote of the Committee is a tie or the Committee fails
to act by the close of any applicable period(s) under this rule, the
report and the findings of the Board shall be made public by the
Committee, along with a public statement by the Chair explaining
the status of the matter.

(h)(1) If the Committee agrees to a request from an appropriate
law enforcement or regulatory authority to defer taking action on
a matter referred by the Board under paragraph (b)—

(A) The Committee is not required to make public the writ-
ten report and findings of the Board pursuant to paragraph (c),
except that if the recommendation of the Board is that the
matter requires further review, the Committee shall make pub-
lic the written report of the Board but not the findings; and
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(B) The Committee shall make a public statement that it is
deferring taking action on the matter at the request of such
law enforcement or regulatory authority within one day (ex-
cluding weekends and public holidays) of the day that the
Committee agrees to the request.

(2) If the Committee has not acted on the matter within one year
of the date the public statement described in paragraph (h)(1)(B)
is released, the Committee shall make a public statement that it
continues to defer taking action on the matter. The Committee
shall make a new statement upon the expiration of each succeeding
one-year period during which the Committee has not acted on the
matter.

(i) The Committee shall not accept, and shall return to the
Board, any referral from the Board within 60 days before a Fed-
eral, State, or local election in which the subject of the referral is
a candidate.

(G) The Committee may postpone any reporting requirement
under this rule that falls within that 60-day period until after the
date of the election in which the subject of the referral is a can-
didate. For purposes of calculating any applicable period under this
Rule, any days within the 60-day period before such an election
shall not be counted.

(k)(1) At any time after the Committee receives written notifica-
tion from the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics that the
Board is undertaking a review of alleged conduct of any Member,
officer, or employee of the House at a time when the Committee is
investigating, or has completed an investigation of the same mat-
ter, the Committee may so notify the Board in writing and request
that the Board cease its review and refer the matter to the Com-
mittee for its consideration immediately. The Committee shall also
notify the Board in writing if the Committee has not reached a
final resolution of the matter or has not referred the matter to the
appropriate Federal or State authorities by the end of any applica-
ble time period specified in Rule 17A (including any permissible ex-
tension).

(2) The Committee may not request a second referral of the mat-
ter from the Board if the Committee has notified the Board that
it is unable to resolve the matter previously requested pursuant to
this section. The Board may subsequently send a referral regarding
a matter previously requested and returned by the Committee after
the conclusion of the Board’s review process.

RULE 18.—COMMITTEE-INITIATED INQUIRY OR INVESTIGATION

(a) Notwithstanding the absence of a filed complaint, the Com-
mittee may consider any information in its possession indicating
that a Member, officer, or employee may have committed a viola-
tion of the Code of Official Conduct or any law, rule, regulation, or
other standard of conduct applicable to the conduct of such Mem-
ber, officer, or employee in the performance of the duties or the dis-
charge of the responsibilities of such individual. The Chair and
Ranking Minority Member may jointly gather additional informa-
tion concerning such an alleged violation by a Member, officer, or
employee unless and until an investigative subcommittee has been
established. The Chair and Ranking Minority Member may also
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jointly take appropriate action consistent with Committee Rules to
resolve the matter.

(b) If the Committee votes to establish an investigative sub-
committee, the Committee shall proceed in accordance with Rule
19.

(c) Any written request by a Member, officer, or employee of the
House of Representatives that the Committee conduct an investiga-
tion into such person’s own conduct shall be considered in accord-
ance with subsection (a) of this Rule.

(d) An inquiry shall not be undertaken regarding any alleged vio-
lation that occurred before the third previous Congress unless a
majority of the Committee determines that the alleged violation is
directly related to an alleged violation that occurred in a more re-
cent Congress.

(e)(1) An inquiry shall be undertaken by an investigative sub-
committee with regard to any felony conviction of a Member, offi-
cer, or employee of the House of Representatives in a Federal,
State, or local court who has been sentenced. Notwithstanding this
provision, the Committee has the discretion to initiate an inquiry
upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee at any time prior to conviction or sentencing.

(2) Not later than 30 days after a Member of the House is in-
dicted or otherwise formally charged with criminal conduct in any
Federal, State, or local court, the Committee shall either initiate an
inquiry upon a majority vote of the members of the Committee or
submit a report to the House describing its reasons for not initi-
ating an inquiry and describing the actions, if any, that the Com-
mittee has taken in response to the allegations.

RULE 19.—INVESTIGATIVE SUBCOMMITTEE

(a)(1) Upon the establishment of an investigative subcommittee,
the Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee shall
designate four members (with equal representation from the major-
ity and minority parties) to serve as an investigative subcommittee
to undertake an inquiry. Members of the Committee and Members
of the House selected pursuant to clause 5(a)(4)(A) of Rule X of the
House of Representatives are eligible for appointment to an inves-
tigative subcommittee, as determined by the Chair and Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee. At the time of appointment,
the Chair shall designate one member of the subcommittee to serve
as the Chair and the Ranking Minority Member shall designate
one member of the subcommittee to serve as the ranking minority
member of the investigative subcommittee. The Chair and Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee may serve as members of an
investigative subcommittee, but may not serve as non-voting, ex-
officio members.

(2) The respondent shall be notified of the membership of the in-
vestigative subcommittee and shall have 10 days after such notice
is transmitted to object to the participation of any subcommittee
member. Such objection shall be in writing and must be on the
grounds that the subcommittee member cannot render an impartial
and unbiased decision. The members of the Committee shall en-
gage in a collegial discussion regarding such objection. The sub-
committee member against whom the objection is made shall be
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the sole judge of any disqualification and may choose to seek dis-
qualification from participating in the inquiry pursuant to Rule
9(e).

(b) In an inquiry undertaken by an investigative subcommittee—

(1) All proceedings, including the taking of testimony, shall
be conducted in executive session and all testimony taken by
deposition or things produced pursuant to subpoena or other-
wise shall be deemed to have been taken or produced in execu-
tive session.

(2) The Chair of the investigative subcommittee shall ask the
respondent and all witnesses whether they intend to be rep-
resented by counsel. If so, the respondent or witnesses or their
legal representatives shall provide written designation of coun-
sel. A respondent or witness who is represented by counsel
shall not be questioned in the absence of counsel unless an ex-
plicit waiver 1s obtained.

(3) The subcommittee shall provide the respondent an oppor-
tunity to present, orally or in writing, a statement, which must
be under oath or affirmation, regarding the allegations and
any other relevant questions arising out of the inquiry.

(4) The staff may interview witnesses, examine documents
and other evidence, and request that submitted statements be
under oath or affirmation and that documents be certified as
to their authenticity and accuracy.

(5) The subcommittee, by a majority vote of its members,
may require, by subpoena or otherwise, the attendance and
testimony of witnesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memoranda, papers, documents, and
other items as it deems necessary to the conduct of the inquiry.
Unless the Committee otherwise provides, the subpoena power
shall rest in the Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee and a subpoena shall be issued upon the request of
the investigative subcommittee.

(6) The subcommittee shall require that testimony be given
under oath or affirmation. The form of the oath or affirmation
shall be: “Do you solemnly swear (or affirm) that the testimony
you will give before this subcommittee in the matter now
under consideration will be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth (so help you God)?” The oath or affirma-
tion shall be administered by the Chair or subcommittee mem-
ber designated by the Chair to administer oaths.

(¢) During the inquiry, the procedure respecting the admissibility
of evidence and rulings shall be as follows:

(1) Any relevant evidence shall be admissible unless the evi-
dence is privileged under the precedents of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(2) The Chair of the subcommittee or other presiding mem-
ber at any investigative subcommittee proceeding shall rule
upon any question of admissibility or relevance of evidence,
motion, procedure, or any other matter, and may direct any
witness to answer any question under penalty of contempt. A
witness, witness counsel, or a member of the subcommittee
may appeal any rulings to the members present at that pro-
ceeding. A majority vote of the members present at such pro-
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ceeding on such appeal shall govern the question of admissi-
bility, and no appeal shall lie to the Committee.

(3) Whenever a person is determined by a majority vote to
be in contempt of the subcommittee, the matter may be re-
ferred to the Committee to determine whether to refer the mat-
ter to the House of Representatives for consideration.

(4) Committee counsel may, subject to subcommittee ap-
proval, enter into stipulations with the respondent and/or the
respondent’s counsel as to facts that are not in dispute.

(d) Upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the subcommittee
members, and an affirmative vote of a majority of the full Com-
mittee, an investigative subcommittee may expand the scope of its
inquiry.

(e) Upon completion of the inquiry, the staff shall draft for the
investigative subcommittee a report that shall contain a com-
prehensive summary of the information received regarding the al-
leged violations.

(f) Upon completion of the inquiry, an investigative sub-
committee, by a majority vote of its members, may adopt a State-
ment of Alleged Violation if it determines that there is substantial
reason to believe that a violation of the Code of Official Conduct,
or of a law, rule, regulation, or other standard of conduct applicable
to the performance of official duties or the discharge of official re-
sponsibilities by a Member, officer, or employee of the House of
Representatives has occurred. If more than one violation is alleged,
such Statement shall be divided into separate counts. Each count
shall relate to a separate violation, shall contain a plain and con-
cise statement of the alleged facts of such violation, and shall in-
clude a reference to the provision of the Code of Official Conduct
or law, rule, regulation, or other applicable standard of conduct
governing the performance of duties or discharge of responsibilities
alleged to have been violated. A copy of such Statement shall be
transmitted to the respondent and the respondent’s counsel.

(g) If the investigative subcommittee does not adopt a Statement
of Alleged Violation, it shall transmit to the Committee a report
containing a summary of the information received in the inquiry,
its conclusions and reasons therefore, and any appropriate rec-
ommendation.

RULE 20.—AMENDMENTS TO STATEMENTS OF ALLEGED VIOLATION

(a) An investigative subcommittee may, upon an affirmative vote
of a majority of its members, amend its Statement of Alleged Viola-
tion anytime before the Statement of Alleged Violation is trans-
mitted to the Committee; and

(b) If an investigative subcommittee amends its Statement of Al-
leged Violation, the respondent shall be notified in writing and
shall have 30 calendar days from the date of that notification to file
an answer to the amended Statement of Alleged Violation.

RULE 21.—CoOMMITTEE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

(a) Whenever an investigative subcommittee does not adopt a
Statement of Alleged Violation and transmits a report to that effect
to the Committee, the Committee may by an affirmative vote of a
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majority of its members transmit such report to the House of Rep-
resentatives;

(b) Whenever an investigative subcommittee adopts a Statement
of Alleged Violation but recommends that no further action be
taken, it shall transmit a report to the Committee regarding the
Statement of Alleged Violation; and

(c) Whenever an investigative subcommittee adopts a Statement
of Alleged Violation, the respondent admits to the violations set
forth in such Statement, the respondent waives the right to an ad-
judicatory hearing, and the respondent’s waiver is approved by the
Committee—

(1) the subcommittee shall prepare a report for transmittal
to the Committee, a final draft of which shall be provided to
the respondent not less than 15 calendar days before the sub-
committee votes on whether to adopt the report;

(2) the respondent may submit views in writing regarding
the final draft to the subcommittee within 7 calendar days of
receipt of that draft;

(38) the subcommittee shall transmit a report to the Com-
mittee regarding the Statement of Alleged Violation together
with any views submitted by the respondent pursuant to sub-
paragraph (2), and the Committee shall make the report, to-
gether with the respondent’s views, available to the public be-
fore the commencement of any sanction hearing; and

(4) the Committee shall by an affirmative vote of a majority
of its members issue a report and transmit such report to the
House of Representatives, together with the respondent’s views
previously submitted pursuant to subparagraph (2) and any
additional views respondent may submit for attachment to the
final report; and

(d) Members of the Committee shall have not less than 72 hours
to review any report transmitted to the Committee by an investiga-
tive subcommittee before both the commencement of a sanction
hearing and the Committee vote on whether to adopt the report.

RULE 22.—RESPONDENT’S ANSWER

(a)(1) Within 30 days from the date of transmittal of a Statement
of Alleged Violation, the respondent shall file with the investigative
subcommittee an answer, in writing and under oath, signed by re-
spondent and respondent’s counsel. Failure to file an answer within
the time prescribed shall be considered by the Committee as a de-
nial of each count.

(2) The answer shall contain an admission to or denial of each
count set forth in the Statement of Alleged Violation and may in-
clude negative, affirmative, or alternative defenses and any sup-
porting evidence or other relevant information.

(b) The respondent may file a Motion for a Bill of Particulars
within 10 days of the date of transmittal of the Statement of Al-
leged Violation. If a Motion for a Bill of Particulars is filed, the re-
spondent shall not be required to file an answer until 20 days after
the subcommittee has replied to such motion.

(¢)(1) The respondent may file a Motion to Dismiss within 10
days of the date of transmittal of the Statement of Alleged Viola-
tion or, if a Motion for a Bill of Particulars has been filed, within
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10 days of the date of the subcommittee’s reply to the Motion for
a Bill of Particulars. If a Motion to Dismiss is filed, the respondent
shall not be required to file an answer until 20 days after the sub-
committee has replied to the Motion to Dismiss, unless the re-
spondent previously filed a Motion for a Bill of Particulars, in
which case the respondent shall not be required to file an answer
until 10 days after the subcommittee has replied to the Motion to
Dismiss. The investigative subcommittee shall rule upon any mo-
tion to dismiss filed during the period between the establishment
of the subcommittee and the subcommittee’s transmittal of a report
or Statement of Alleged Violation to the Committee or to the Chair
and Ranking Minority Member at the conclusion of an inquiry, and
no appeal of the subcommittee’s ruling shall lie to the Committee.

(2) A Motion to Dismiss may be made on the grounds that the
Statement of Alleged Violation fails to state facts that constitute a
violation of the Code of Official Conduct or other applicable law,
rule, regulation, or standard of conduct, or on the grounds that the
Committee lacks jurisdiction to consider the allegations contained
in the Statement.

(d) Any motion filed with the subcommittee pursuant to this rule
shall be accompanied by a Memorandum of Points and Authorities.

(e)(1) The Chair of the investigative subcommittee, for good cause
shown, may permit the respondent to file an answer or motion
after the day prescribed above.

(2) If the ability of the respondent to present an adequate de-
fense is not adversely affected and special circumstances so require,
the Chair of the investigative subcommittee may direct the re-
s%ondent to file an answer or motion prior to the day prescribed
above.

(f) If the day on which any answer, motion, reply, or other plead-
ing must be filed falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, such fil-
ing shall be made on the first business day thereafter.

(g) As soon as practicable after an answer has been filed or the
time for such filing has expired, the Statement of Alleged Violation
and any answer, motion, reply, or other pleading connected there-
with shall be transmitted by the Chair of the investigative sub-
committee to the Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee.

RULE 23.—ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS

(a) If a Statement of Alleged Violation is transmitted to the
Chair and Ranking Minority Member pursuant to Rule 22, and no
waiver pursuant to Rule 26(b) has occurred, the Chair shall des-
ignate the members of the Committee who did not serve on the in-
vestigative subcommittee to serve on an adjudicatory sub-
committee. The Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee shall be the Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the ad-
judicatory subcommittee unless they served on the investigative
subcommittee. The respondent shall be notified of the designation
of the adjudicatory subcommittee and shall have 10 days after such
notice is transmitted to object to the participation of any sub-
committee member. Such objection shall be in writing and shall be
on the grounds that the member cannot render an impartial and
unbiased decision. The members of the Committee shall engage in
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a collegial discussion regarding such objection. The member against
whom the objection is made shall be the sole judge of any disquali-
fication and may choose to seek disqualification from serving on the
subcommittee pursuant to Rule 9(e).

(b) A majority of the adjudicatory subcommittee membership plus
one must be present at all times for the conduct of any business
pursuant to this rule.

(c) The adjudicatory subcommittee shall hold a hearing to deter-
mine whether any counts in the Statement of Alleged Violation
have been proved by clear and convincing evidence and shall make
findings of fact, except where such violations have been admitted
by respondent.

(d) The subcommittee may require, by subpoena or otherwise, the
attendance and testimony of such witnesses and production of such
books, records, correspondence, memoranda, papers, documents,
and other items as it deems necessary. A subpoena for documents
may specify terms of return other than at a meeting or hearing of
the subcommittee. Depositions, interrogatories, and sworn state-
ments taken under any investigative subcommittee direction may
be accepted into the hearing record.

(e) The procedures set forth in clause 2(g)(1)-(4), (6)-(7) and (k)
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representatives shall apply
to adjudicatory hearings. All such hearings shall be open to the
public unless the adjudicatory subcommittee, pursuant to such
clause, determines that the hearings or any part thereof should be
closed.

(f)(1) The adjudicatory subcommittee shall, in writing, notify the
respondent that the respondent and respondent’s counsel have the
right to inspect, review, copy, or photograph books, papers, docu-
ments, photographs, or other tangible objects that committee coun-
sel intends to use as evidence against the respondent in an adju-
dicatory hearing. The respondent shall be given access to such evi-
dence, and shall be provided the names of witnesses committee
counsel intends to call, and a summary of their expected testimony,
no less than 15 calendar days prior to any such hearing. Except in
extraordinary circumstances, no evidence may be introduced or wit-
ness called in an adjudicatory hearing unless the respondent has
been afforded a prior opportunity to review such evidence or has
been provided the name of the witness.

(2) After a witness has testified on direct examination at an adju-
dicatory hearing, the Committee, at the request of the respondent,
shall make available to the respondent any statement of the wit-
ness in the possession of the Committee which relates to the sub-
ject matter as to which the witness has testified.

(3) Any other testimony, statement, or documentary evidence in
the possession of the Committee which is material to the respond-
ent’s defense shall, upon request, be made available to the respond-
ent.

(g) No less than 5 days prior to the hearing, the respondent or
counsel shall provide the adjudicatory subcommittee with the
names of witnesses expected to be called, summaries of their ex-
pected testimony, and copies of any documents or other evidence
proposed to be introduced.
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(h) The respondent or counsel may apply to the subcommittee for
the issuance of subpoenas for the appearance of witnesses or the
production of evidence. The application shall be granted upon a
showing by the respondent that the proposed testimony or evidence
is relevant and not otherwise available to respondent. The applica-
tion may be denied if not made at a reasonable time or if the testi-
mony or evidence would be merely cumulative.

(i) No later than two weeks or 5 legislative days after the Chair
of the Committee designates members to serve on an adjudicatory
subcommittee, whichever is later, the Chair of the adjudicatory
subcommittee shall establish a schedule and procedure for the
hearing and for prehearing matters. The procedures may be
changed either by the Chair of the adjudicatory subcommittee or a
by a majority vote of the members of the subcommittee. If the
Chair makes prehearing rulings upon any question of admissibility
or relevance of evidence, motion, procedure, or any other matter,
the Chair shall make available those rulings to all subcommittee
members at the time of the ruling.

() The procedures regarding the admissibility of evidence and
rulings shall be as follows:

(1) Any relevant evidence shall be admissible unless the evi-
dence is privileged under the precedents of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(2) The Chair of the subcommittee or other presiding mem-
ber at an adjudicatory subcommittee hearing shall rule upon
any question of admissibility or relevance of evidence, motion,
procedure, or any other matter, and may direct any witness to
answer any question under penalty of contempt. A witness,
witness counsel, or a member of the subcommittee may appeal
any ruling to the members present at that proceeding. A ma-
jority vote of the members present at such proceeding on such
an appeal shall govern the question of admissibility and no ap-
peal shall lie to the Committee.

(8) Whenever a witness is deemed by a Chair or other pre-
siding member to be in contempt of the subcommittee, the mat-
ter may be referred to the Committee to determine whether to
refer the matter to the House of Representatives for consider-
ation.

(4) Committee counsel may, subject to subcommittee ap-
proval, enter into stipulations with the respondent and/or the
respondent’s counsel as to facts that are not in dispute.

(k) Unless otherwise provided, the order of an adjudicatory hear-
ing shall be as follows:

(1) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the sub-
committee shall open the hearing with equal time and during
which time, the Chair shall state the adjudicatory subcommit-
tee’s authority to conduct the hearing and the purpose of the
hearing.

(2) The Chair shall then recognize Committee counsel and
the respondent’s counsel, in turn, for the purpose of giving
opening statements.

(8) Testimony from witnesses and other relevant evidence
shall be received in the following order whenever possible:
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(i) witnesses (deposition transcripts and affidavits ob-
tained during the inquiry may be used in lieu of live wit-
nesses) and other evidence offered by the Committee coun-
sel,

(i1) witnesses and other evidence offered by the respond-
ent,

(ii1) rebuttal witnesses, as permitted by the Chair.

(4) Witnesses at a hearing shall be examined first by counsel
calling such witness. The opposing counsel may then cross-ex-
amine the witness. Redirect examination and recross examina-
tion by counsel may be permitted at the Chair’s discretion.
Subcommittee members may then question witnesses. Unless
otherwise directed by the Chair, questions by Subcommittee
members shall be conducted under the five-minute rule.

(5) The Chair shall then recognize Committee counsel and
respondent’s counsel, in turn, for the purpose of giving closing
arguments. Committee counsel may reserve time for rebuttal
argument, as permitted by the Chair.

(1) A subpoena to a witness to appear at a hearing shall be
served sufficiently in advance of that witness’ scheduled appear-
ance to allow the witness a reasonable period of time, as deter-
mined by the Chair of the adjudicatory subcommittee, to prepare
for the hearing and to employ counsel.

(m) Each witness appearing before the subcommittee shall be
furnished a printed copy of the Committee rules, the relevant pro-
visions of the Rules of the House of Representatives applicable to
the rights of witnesses, and a copy of the Statement of Alleged Vio-
lation.

(n) Testimony of all witnesses shall be taken under oath or affir-
mation. The form of the oath or affirmation shall be: “Do you sol-
emnly swear (or affirm) that the testimony you will give before this
subcommittee in the matter now under consideration will be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth (so help you
God)?” The oath or affirmation shall be administered by the Chair
or Committee member designated by the Chair to administer oaths.

(o) At an adjudicatory hearing, the burden of proof rests on Com-
mittee counsel to establish the facts alleged in the Statement of Al-
leged Violation by clear and convincing evidence. However, Com-
mittee counsel need not present any evidence regarding any count
that is admitted by the respondent or any fact stipulated. Com-
mittee counsel or respondent’s counsel may move the adjudicatory
subcommittee to make a finding that there is no material fact at
issue. If the adjudicatory subcommittee finds that there is no mate-
rial fact at issue, the burden of proof will be deemed satisfied.

(p) As soon as practicable after all testimony and evidence have
been presented, the subcommittee shall consider each count con-
tained in the Statement of Alleged Violation and shall determine
by a majority vote of its members whether each count has been
proved. If a majority of the subcommittee does not vote that a
count has been proved, a motion to reconsider that vote may be
made only by a member who voted that the count was not proved.
A count that is not proved shall be considered as dismissed by the
subcommittee.
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(@) The findings of the adjudicatory subcommittee shall be re-
ported to the Committee.

RULE 24.—SANCTION HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF SANCTIONS
OR OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

(a) If no count in a Statement of Alleged Violation is proved, the
Committee shall prepare a report to the House of Representatives,
based upon the report of the adjudicatory subcommittee.

(b) If an adjudicatory subcommittee completes an adjudicatory
hearing pursuant to Rule 23 and reports that any count of the
Statement of Alleged Violation has been proved, a hearing before
the Committee shall be held to receive oral and/or written submis-
sions by counsel for the Committee and counsel for the respondent
as to the sanction the Committee should recommend to the House
of Representatives with respect to such violations. Testimony by
witnesses shall not be heard except by written request and vote of
a majority of the Committee.

(c) Upon completion of any proceeding held pursuant to clause
(b), the Committee shall consider and vote on a motion to rec-
ommend to the House of Representatives that the House take dis-
ciplinary action. If a majority of the Committee does not vote in
favor of the recommendation that the House of Representatives
take action, a motion to reconsider that vote may be made only by
a member who voted against the recommendation. The Committee
may also, by majority vote, adopt a motion to issue a Letter of
Reproval or take other appropriate Committee action.

(d) If the Committee determines a Letter of Reproval constitutes
sufficient action, the Committee shall include any such letter as a
part of its report to the House of Representatives.

(e) With respect to any proved counts against a Member of the
House of Representatives, the Committee may recommend to the
House one or more of the following sanctions:

(1) Expulsion from the House of Representatives.

(2) Censure.

(3) Reprimand.

(4) Fine.

(5) Denial or limitation of any right, power, privilege, or im-
munity of the Member if under the Constitution the House of
Representatives may impose such denial or limitation.

(6) Any other sanction determined by the Committee to be
appropriate.

(f) With respect to any proved counts against an officer or em-
ployee of the House of Representatives, the Committee may rec-
ommend to the House one or more of the following sanctions:

(1) Dismissal from employment.

(2) Reprimand.

(3) Fine.

(4) Any other sanction determined by the Committee to be
appropriate.

(g) With respect to the sanctions that the Committee may rec-
ommend, reprimand is appropriate for serious violations, censure is
appropriate for more serious violations, and expulsion of a Member
or dismissal of an officer or employee is appropriate for the most
serious violations. A recommendation of a fine is appropriate in a
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case in which it is likely that the violation was committed to secure
a personal financial benefit; and a recommendation of a denial or
limitation of a right, power, privilege, or immunity of a Member is
appropriate when the violation bears upon the exercise or holding
of such right, power, privilege, or immunity. This clause sets forth
general guidelines and does not limit the authority of the Com-
mittee to recommend other sanctions.

(h) The Committee report shall contain an appropriate statement
of the evidence supporting the Committee’s findings and a state-
ment of the Committee’s reasons for the recommended sanction.

RULE 25.—DISCLOSURE OF EXCULPATORY INFORMATION TO
RESPONDENT

If the Committee, or any investigative or adjudicatory sub-
committee at any time receives any exculpatory information re-
specting a Complaint or Statement of Alleged Violation concerning
a Member, officer, or employee of the House of Representatives, it
shall make such information known and available to the Member,
officer, or employee as soon as practicable, but in no event later
than the transmittal of evidence supporting a proposed Statement
of Alleged Violation pursuant to Rule 26(c). If an investigative sub-
committee does not adopt a Statement of Alleged Violation, it shall
identify any exculpatory information in its possession at the conclu-
sion of its inquiry and shall include such information, if any, in the
subcommittee’s final report to the Committee regarding its inquiry.
For purposes of this rule, exculpatory evidence shall be any evi-
dence or information that is substantially favorable to the respond-
ent with respect to the allegations or charges before an investiga-
tive or adjudicatory subcommittee.

RULE 26.—RIGHTS OF RESPONDENTS AND WITNESSES

(a) A respondent shall be informed of the right to be represented
by counsel, to be provided at the respondent’s own expense.

(b) A respondent may seek to waive any procedural rights or
steps in the disciplinary process. A request for waiver must be in
writing, signed by the respondent, and must detail what procedural
steps the respondent seeks to waive. Any such request shall be sub-
ject to the acceptance of the Committee or subcommittee, as appro-
priate.

(c) Not less than 10 calendar days before a scheduled vote by an
investigative subcommittee on a Statement of Alleged Violation,
the subcommittee shall provide the respondent with a copy of the
Statement of Alleged Violation it intends to adopt together with all
evidence it intends to use to prove those charges which it intends
to adopt, including documentary evidence, witness testimony,
memoranda of witness interviews, and physical evidence, unless
the subcommittee by an affirmative vote of a majority of its mem-
bers decides to withhold certain evidence in order to protect a wit-
ness, but if such evidence is withheld, the subcommittee shall in-
form the respondent that evidence is being withheld and of the
count to which such evidence relates.

(d) Neither the respondent nor respondent’s counsel shall, di-
rectly or indirectly, contact the subcommittee or any member there-



115

of during the period of time set forth in paragraph (c) except for
the sole purpose of settlement discussions where counsels for the
respondent and the subcommittee are present.

(e) If, at any time after the issuance of a Statement of Alleged
Violation, the Committee or any subcommittee thereof determines
that it intends to use evidence not provided to a respondent under
paragraph (c) to prove the charges contained in the Statement of
Alleged Violation (or any amendment thereof), such evidence shall
be made immediately available to the respondent, and it may be
used in any further proceeding under the Committee’s rules.

(f) Evidence provided pursuant to paragraph (c) or (e) shall be
made available to the respondent and respondent’s counsel only
after each agrees, in writing, that no document, information, or
other materials obtained pursuant to that paragraph shall be made
public until—

(1) such time as a Statement of Alleged Violation is made
public by the Committee if the respondent has waived the ad-
judicatory hearing; or

(2) the commencement of an adjudicatory hearing if the re-
spondent has not waived an adjudicatory hearing; but the fail-
ure of respondent and respondent’s counsel to so agree in writ-
ing, and therefore not receive the evidence, shall not preclude
the issuance of a Statement of Alleged Violation at the end of
the period referenced in (c).

(g) A respondent shall receive written notice whenever—

(1) the Chair and Ranking Minority Member determine that
iriformation the Committee has received constitutes a com-
plaint;

(2) a complaint or allegation is transmitted to an investiga-
tive subcommittee;

(3) that subcommittee votes to authorize its first subpoena or
to take testimony under oath, whichever occurs first; or

(4) that subcommittee or the Committee votes to expand the
scope of the inquiry of the investigative subcommittee.

(h) Whenever an investigative subcommittee adopts a Statement
of Alleged Violation and a respondent enters into an agreement
with that subcommittee to settle a complaint on which the State-
ment is based, that agreement, unless the respondent requests oth-
erwise, shall be in writing and signed by the respondent and the
respondent’s counsel, the Chair and Ranking Minority Member of
the subcommittee, and outside counsel, if any.

(i) Statements or information derived solely from a respondent or
respondent’s counsel during any settlement discussions between
the Committee or a subcommittee thereof and the respondent shall
not be included in any report of the subcommittee or the Com-
mittee or otherwise publicly disclosed without the consent of the re-
spondent.

(j) Whenever a motion to establish an investigative subcommittee
does not prevail, the Committee shall promptly send a letter to the
respondent informing the respondent of such vote.

(k) Witnesses shall be afforded a reasonable period of time, as de-
termined by the Committee or subcommittee, to prepare for an ap-
pearance before an investigative subcommittee or for an adjudica-
tory hearing and to obtain counsel.
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(1) Prior to their testimony, witnesses shall be furnished a print-
ed copy of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure and the provisions
of the Rules of the House of Representatives applicable to the
rights of witnesses.

(m) Witnesses may be accompanied by their own counsel for the
purpose of advising them concerning their constitutional rights.
The Chair may punish breaches of order and decorum, and of pro-
fessional responsibility on the part of counsel, by censure and ex-
clusion from the hearings; and the Committee may cite the offender
to the House of Representatives for contempt.

(n) Each witness subpoenaed to provide testimony or other evi-
dence shall be provided the same per diem rate as established, au-
thorized, and regulated by the Committee on House Administration
for Members, officers and employees of the House, and, as the
Chair considers appropriate, actual expenses of travel to or from
the place of examination. No compensation shall be authorized for
attorney’s fees or for a witness’ lost earnings. Such per diem may
not be paid if a witness had been summoned at the place of exam-
ination.

(o) With the approval of the Committee, a witness, upon request,
may be provided with a transcript of the witness’ own deposition
or other testimony taken in executive session, or, with the approval
of the Chair and Ranking Minority Member, may be permitted to
examine such transcript in the office of the Committee. Any such
request shall be in writing and shall include a statement that the
witness, and counsel, agree to maintain the confidentiality of all
executive session proceedings covered by such transcript.

RULE 27.—FRrivoLoUS FILINGS

If a complaint or information offered as a complaint is deemed
frivolous by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the
Committee, the Committee may take such action as it, by an af-
firmative vote of a majority, deems appropriate in the cir-
cumstances.

RULE 28.—REFERRALS TO FEDERAL OR STATE AUTHORITIES

Referrals made under clause 3(a)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives may be made by an affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the members of the Committee.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES FOR
THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The rules of the House are the rules of the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services (hereinafter in these rules referred to as the “Com-
mittee”) and its subcommittees so far as applicable, except that a
motion to recess from day to day, and a motion to dispense with
the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies are
available, are privileged motions in the Committee and shall be
considered without debate. A proposed investigative or oversight
report shall be considered as read if it has been available to the
members of the Committee for at least 24 hours (excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, or legal holidays except when the House is in ses-
sion on such day).

(117)



118

(b) Each subcommittee is a part of the Committee, and is subject
to the authority and direction of the Committee and to its rules so
far as applicable.

(c) The provisions of clause 2 of rule XI of the Rules of the House
are incorporated by reference as the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable.

RULE 2.—MEETINGS

(a) Calling of Meetings.—

(1) The Committee shall regularly meet on the first Tuesday
of each month when the House is in session.

(2) A regular meeting of the Committee may be dispensed
with if, in the judgment of the Chairman of the Committee
(hereinafter in these rules referred to as the “Chair”), there is
no need for the meeting.

(3) Additional regular meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee may be called by the Chair, in accordance with clause
2(g)(3) of rule XI of the rules of the House.

(4) Special meetings shall be called and convened by the
Chair as provided in clause 2(c)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of
the House.

(b) Notice for Meetings.—

(1) The Chair shall notify each member of the Committee of
the agenda of each regular meeting of the Committee at least
three calendar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal
holidays except when the House is in session on any such day)
before the time of the meeting.

(2) The Chair shall provide to each member of the Com-
mittee, at least three calendar days (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days, and legal holidays except when the House is in session
on any such day) before the time of each regular meeting for
each measure or matter on the agenda a copy of—

(A) the measure or materials relating to the matter in
question; and

(B) an explanation of the measure or matter to be con-
sidered, which, in the case of an explanation of a bill, reso-
lution, or similar measure, shall include a summary of the
major provisions of the legislation, an explanation of the
relationship of the measure to present law, and a sum-
mary of the need for the legislation.

(3) At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of a meet-
ing for the markup of legislation, the Chair shall cause the text
of such legislation to be made publicly available in electronic
form.

(4) The provisions of this subsection may be waived by a two-
thirds vote of the Committee or by the Chair with the concur-
rence of the ranking minority member.

RULE 3.—MEETING AND HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) In General.—
(1) Meetings and hearings of the Committee shall be called
to order and presided over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s ab-



119

sence, by a member designated by the Chair to carry out such
duties.

(2) Meetings and hearings of the Committee shall be open to
the public unless closed in accordance with clause 2(g) of rule
XI of the Rules of the House.

(8) Any meeting or hearing of the Committee that is open to
the public shall be open to coverage by television broadcast,
radio broadcast, and still photography in accordance with the
provisions of clause 4 of rule XI of the Rules of the House
(which are incorporated by reference as part of these rules).
Operation and use of any Committee operated broadcast sys-
tem shall be fair and nonpartisan and in accordance with
clause 4(b) of rule XI and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

(4) To the extent feasible, members and witnesses may use
the Committee equipment for the purpose of presenting infor-
mation electronically during a meeting or hearing, provided the
information is transmitted to the appropriate Committee staff
in an appropriate electronic format at least one business day
before the meeting or hearing so as to ensure display capacity
and quality. The content of all materials must relate to the
pending business of the Committee and conform to the rules of
the House. The confidentiality of the material will be main-
tained by the technical staff until its official presentation to
the Committee members. For the purposes of maintaining the
official records of the committee, printed copies of all materials
presented, to the extent practicable, must accompany the pres-
entations.

(5) No person, other than a Member of Congress, Committee
staff, or an employee of a Member when that Member has an
amendment under consideration, may stand in or be seated at
the rostrum area of the Committee rooms unless the Chair de-
termines otherwise.

(b) Quorum.—

(1) For the purpose of taking testimony and receiving evi-
dence, two members of the Committee shall constitute a
quorum.

(2) A majority of the members of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the purposes of reporting any measure or
matter, of authorizing a subpoena (other than a subpoena au-
thorized and issued by the Chair pursuant to subsection (e)(1)),
of closing a meeting or hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of rule
XI of the Rules of the House (except as provided in clause
2(g)(2)(A) and (B)) or of releasing executive session material
pursuant to clause 2(k)(7) of rule XI of the Rules of the House.

(8) For the purpose of taking any action other than those
specified in paragraph (2) one-third of the members of the
Committee shall constitute a quorum.

(c) Voting.—

(1) No vote may be conducted on any measure or matter
pending before the Committee unless the requisite number of
members of the Committee is actually present for such pur-
pose.



120

(2) A record vote of the Committee shall be provided on any
question before the Committee upon the request of one-fifth of
the members present.

(3) No vote by any member of the Committee on any meas-
ure or matter may be cast by proxy.

(4) In addition to any other requirement of these rules or the
Rules of the House, including clause 2(e)(1)(B) of rule XI, the
Chair shall make the record of the votes on any question on
which a record vote is demanded publicly available for inspec-
tion at the offices of the Committee and in electronic form on
the Committee’s Web site not later than one business day after
such vote is taken. Such record shall include in electronic form
the text of the amendment, motion, order, or other proposition,
the name of each member voting for and each member voting
against such amendment, motion, order, or proposition, and
the names of those members of the Committee present but not
voting. With respect to any record vote on any motion to report
or record vote on any amendment, a record of such votes shall
be included in the report of the Committee showing the total
number of votes cast for and against and the names of those
members of the committee present but not voting.

(5) Postponed Record Votes.—(A) Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Chairman may postpone further proceedings when a
record vote is ordered on the question of approving any meas-
ure or matter or adopting an amendment. The Chairman may
resume proceedings on a postponed request at any time, but no
later than the next meeting day.

(B) In exercising postponement authority under subpara-
graph (A), the Chairman shall take all reasonable steps nec-
essary to notify members on the resumption of proceedings on
any postponed record vote.

(C) When proceedings resume on a postponed question, not-
withstanding any intervening order for the previous question,
an underlying proposition shall remain subject to further de-
bate or amendment to the same extent as when the question
was postponed.

(D) The Chair’s authority to postpone recorded votes will not
be used to prejudice a member with regard to the offering of
another amendment. In the application of this rule, the Chair
will consult regularly with the ranking minority member re-
garding the scheduling of the resumption of postponed votes.

(d) Hearing Procedures.—

(1)(A) The Chair shall make public announcement of the
date, place, and subject matter of any committee hearing at
least one week before the commencement of the hearing, un-
less the Chair, with the concurrence of the ranking minority
member, or the Committee by majority vote with a quorum
present for the transaction of business, determines there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, in which case the
Chair shall make the announcement at the earliest possible
date.

(B) Not less than three days before the commencement of a
hearing (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays ex-
cept when the House is in session on any such day) announced
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under this paragraph, the Chair shall provide to the members
of the Committee a concise summary of the subject of the hear-
ing, or, in the case of a hearing on a measure or matter, a copy
of the measure or materials relating to the matter in question
and a concise explanation of the measure or matter to be con-
sidered. At the same time the Chair provides the information
required by the preceding sentence, the Chair shall also pro-
vide to the members of the Committee a list of the witnesses
expected to appear before the Committee at that hearing. The
witness list may not be modified within 24 hours of a hearing,
unless the Chair, with the concurrence of the ranking minority
member, determines there is good cause for such modification.

(2) To the greatest extent practicable—

(A) each witness who is to appear before the Committee
shall file with the Committee two business days in ad-
vance of the appearance sufficient copies (including a copy
in electronic form), as determined by the Chair, of a writ-
ten statement of proposed testimony and shall limit the
oral presentation to the Committee to brief summary
thereof; and

(B) each witness appearing in a non-governmental ca-
pacity shall include with the written statement of proposed
testimony a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the
amount and source (by agency and program) of any Fed-
eral grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract
thereof) received during the current fiscal year or either of
the two preceding fiscal years. Such disclosure statements,
with appropriate redactions to protect the privacy of the
witness, shall be made publicly available in electronic form
not later than one day after the witness appears.

(3) The requirements of paragraph (2)(A) may be modified or
waived by the Chair when the Chair determines it to be in the
best interest of the Committee.

(4)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the five-minute rule shall
be observed in the interrogation of witnesses before the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees until each present member
thereof has had an opportunity to question the witnesses. No
member shall be recognized for a second period of five minutes
to interrogate witnesses until each present member of the
Committee or such subcommittee has been recognized once for
that purpose.

(B) The Chair may permit a specified number of members to
question one or more witnesses for a specified period of time
not to exceed 60 minutes in the aggregate, equally divided be-
tween and controlled by the Chair and the ranking minority
member.

(5) Whenever any hearing is conducted by the Committee on
any measure or matter, the minority party members of the
Committee shall be entitled, upon the request of a majority of
them before the completion of the hearing, to call witnesses
with respect to that measure or matter during at least one day
of hearing thereon. The Chair, with the concurrence of the
ranking minority member, will determine the date, time, and
place of such hearing.
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(6) At any hearing of the Committee, opening statements by
members of the Committee shall be limited to 10 minutes in
the aggregate. The Chair shall control five minutes and recog-
nize members in the Chair’s sole discretion. The ranking mi-
nority member shall control five minutes; the Chair shall rec-
ognize members for such five minutes according to the direc-
tion of the ranking minority member as communicated to the
Chair.

(7) Notwithstanding any member’s oral delivery of an open-
ing statement, written opening statements by any member of
the Committee submitted to the Chair within 5 legislative days
after the adjournment of a hearing shall be made a part of the
official hearing record thereof.

(e) Subpoenas and Oaths.—

(1) The power to authorize and issue subpoenas is delegated
to the Chair. The Chair will provide written notice to the rank-
ing minority member at least 48 hours in advance of the au-
thorization and issuance of a subpoena, except when exigent
circumstances exist that do not permit such amount of notice,
in which case the Chair shall provide such notice as soon as
possible.

(2) Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by the Chair or by
any member designated by the Committee, and may be served
by any person designated by the Chair or such member.

(8) The Chair, or any member of the Committee designated
by the Chair, may administer oaths to witnesses before the
Committee.

RULE 4.—PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING MEASURES OR MATTERS

(a) No measure or matter shall be reported from the Committee
unless a majority of the Committee is actually present.

(b) The Chair of the Committee shall report or cause to be re-
ported promptly to the House any measure approved by the Com-
mittee and take necessary steps to bring a matter to a vote.

(c) The report of the Committee on a measure which has been ap-
proved by the Committee shall be filed within seven calendar days
(exclusive of days on which the House is not in session) after the
day on which there has been filed with the clerk of the Committee
a written request, signed by a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee, for the reporting of that measure pursuant to the provisions
of clause 2(b)(2) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House.

(d) All reports printed by the Committee pursuant to a legislative
study or investigation and not approved by a majority vote of the
Committee shall contain the following disclaimer on the cover of
such report: “This report has not been officially adopted by the
Committee on Financial Services and may not necessarily reflect
the views of its Members.”

(e) The Chair is directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of rule
XXII of the Rules of the House whenever the Chair considers it ap-
propriate.

RULE 5.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Establishment and Responsibilities of Subcommittees.—
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(1) There shall be six subcommittees of the Committee as fol-
lows:

(A) Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Securities, and In-
vestment.—The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Cap-
ital Markets, Securities, and Investment includes—

(i) securities, exchanges, and finance;

(ii) capital markets activities, including
securitization, business capital formation, securities
lending, and repurchase agreements;

(iii) investment companies and advisers to private
funds;

(iv) activities involving accounting and auditing;

(v) activities involving futures, forwards, options,
and other types of derivative instruments;

(vi) the Securities and Exchange Commission;

(vii) the Financial Accounting Standards Board,;

(viii) the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board;

(ix) the Public Company Accounting Oversight
Board,;

(x) the Securities Investor Protection Corporation;
and

(xi) self-regulatory organizations registered with the
Securities and Exchange Commission.

(B) Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and Con-
sumer Credit.—The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Fi-
nancial Institutions and Consumer Credit includes—

(i) all agencies, including the Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency, the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System and the Federal Reserve System, and
the National Credit Union Administration, which di-
rectly or indirectly exercise supervisory or regulatory
authority in connection with, or provide deposit insur-
ance for, financial institutions, and the establishment
of interest rate ceilings on deposits;

(i) all matters related to the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection;

(iii) the chartering, branching, merger, acquisition,
consolidation, or conversion of financial institutions;

(iv) consumer credit, including the provision of con-
sumer credit by insurance companies, and further in-
cluding those matters in the Consumer Credit Protec-
tion Act dealing with truth in lending, extortionate
credit transactions, restrictions on garnishments, fair
credit reporting and the use of credit information by
credit bureaus and credit providers, equal credit op-
portunity, debt collection practices, and -electronic
funds transfers, including consumer transactions using
mobile devices;

(v) creditor remedies and debtor defenses, Federal
aspects of the Uniform Consumer Credit Code, credit
and debit cards, and the preemption of State usury
laws;
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(vi) consumer access to financial services, including
the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act and the Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act;

(vii) the terms and rules of disclosure of financial
services, including the advertisement, promotion and
pricing of financial services, and availability of govern-
ment check cashing services;

(viii) deposit insurance; and

(ix) consumer access to savings accounts and check-
ing accounts in financial institutions, including lifeline
banking and other consumer accounts.

(C) Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance.—The juris-
diction of the Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance in-
cludes—

(i) insurance generally; terrorism risk insurance;
private mortgage insurance; government sponsored in-
surance programs, including those offering protection
against crime, fire, flood (and related land use con-
trols), earthquake and other natural hazards; the Fed-
eral Insurance Office;

(ii) housing (except programs administered by the
Department of Veterans Affairs), including mortgage
and loan insurance pursuant to the National Housing
Act; rural housing; housing and homeless assistance
programs; all activities of the Government National
Mortgage Association; secondary market organizations
for home mortgages, including the Federal National
Mortgage Association, the Federal Home Loan Mort-
gage Corporation, and the Federal Agricultural Mort-
gage Corporation; the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy; the Federal Home Loan Banks; housing construc-
tion and design and safety standards; housing-related
energy conservation; housing research and demonstra-
tion programs; financial and technical assistance for
nonprofit housing sponsors; housing counseling and
technical assistance; regulation of the housing indus-
try (including landlord/tenant relations); and real es-
tate lending including regulation of settlement proce-
dures;

(iii) community development and community and
neighborhood planning, training and research; na-
tional urban growth policies; urban/rural research and
technologies; and regulation of interstate land sales;
and,

(iv) the qualifications for and designation of Em-
powerment Zones and Enterprise Communities (other
than matters relating to tax benefits).

(D) Subcommittee on Monetary Policy and Trade.—The
jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Monetary Policy and
Trade includes—

(i) financial aid to all sectors and elements within
the economy;

(i1) economic growth and stabilization;
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(ii1) defense production matters as contained in the
Defense Production Act of 1950, as amended,;

(iv) domestic monetary policy, and agencies which
directly or indirectly affect domestic monetary policy,
including the effect of such policy and other financial
actions on interest rates, the allocation of credit, and
the structure and functioning of domestic financial in-
stitutions;

(v) coins, coinage, currency, and medals, including
commemorative coins and medals, proof and mint sets
and other special coins, the Coinage Act of 1965, gold
and silver, including the coinage thereof (but not the
par value of gold), gold medals, counterfeiting, cur-
rency denominations and design, the distribution of
coins, and the operations of the Bureau of the Mint
and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing;

(vi) development of new or alternative forms of cur-
rency;

(vii) multilateral development lending institutions,
including activities of the National Advisory Council
on International Monetary and Financial Policies as
related thereto, and monetary and financial develop-
ments as they relate to the activities and objectives of
such institutions;

(viii) international trade, including but not limited
to the activities of the Export-Import Bank;

(ix) the International Monetary Fund, its permanent
and temporary agencies, and all matters related there-
to; and

(x) international investment policies, both as they
relate to United States investments for trade purposes
by citizens of the United States and investments made
by all foreign entities in the United States.

(E) Subcommittee on Terrorism and Illicit Finance.—The
jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Terrorism and Illicit
Finance includes—

(i) financial support networks of national security
threats, including matters related to terrorist financ-
ing, money laundering, drug sale proceeds, and alter-
native remittance systems;

(i1) methods to detect and inhibit terrorism and il-
licit finance, including matters related to anti-money
laundering and combating the financing of terrorism
(AML/CFT) standards, asset forfeiture, and financial
sanctions, as well as programs related to such matters
administered by agencies or subunits thereof, includ-
ing activities of the Office of Terrorism and Financial
Intelligence and the Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network; and

(iii) Inter-governmental initiatives to detect and in-
hibit terrorism and illicit finance, including the Finan-
cial Action Task Force.
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(F) Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations.—The
jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations includes—

(i) the oversight of all agencies, departments, pro-
grams, and matters within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee, including the development of recommendations
with regard to the necessity or desirability of enacting,
changing, or repealing any legislation within the juris-
diction of the Committee, and for conducting investiga-
tions within such jurisdiction; and

(ii) research and analysis regarding matters within
the jurisdiction of the Committee, including the impact
or probable impact of tax policies affecting matters
within the jurisdiction of the Committee.

(2) In addition, each such subcommittee shall have specific
responsibility for such other measures or matters as the Chair
refers to it.

(3) Each subcommittee of the Committee shall review and
study, on a continuing basis, the application, administration,
execution, and effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws, the
subject matter of which is within its general responsibility.

(b) Referral of Measures and Matters to Subcommittees.—

(1) The Chair shall regularly refer to one or more sub-
committees such measures and matters as the Chair deems ap-
propriate given its jurisdiction and responsibilities. In making
such a referral, the Chair may designate a subcommittee of
primary jurisdiction and subcommittees of additional or se-
quential jurisdiction.

(2) All other measures or matters shall be subject to consid-
eration by the full Committee.

(3) In referring any measure or matter to a subcommittee,
the Chair may specify a date by which the subcommittee shall
report thereon to the Committee.

(4) The Chair, in his or her sole discretion, may discharge a
subcommittee from consideration of any measure or matter re-
ferred to a subcommittee of the Committee.

(¢) Composition of Subcommittees.—

(1) Members shall be elected to each subcommittee and to
the positions of chair and ranking minority member thereof, in
accordance with the rules of the respective party caucuses. The
Chair of the Committee shall designate a member of the major-
ity party on each subcommittee as its vice chair. The Chair
may designate one member of the Committee who previously
has served as the chairman of the Committee as the Chairman
Emeritus.

(2) The Chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee shall be ex officio members with voting privileges of
each subcommittee of which they are not assigned as members
and may be counted for purposes of establishing a quorum in
such subcommittees. The Chairman Emeritus shall be an ex
officio member without voting privileges of each subcommittee
to which he or she is not assigned and shall not count for pur-
poses of establishing a quorum in such subcommittees.

(8) The subcommittees shall be comprised as follows:
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(A) Subcommittee on Capital Markets, Securities, and In-
vestment shall be comprised of 28 members, 16 elected by
the majority caucus and 12 elected by the minority caucus.

(B) Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and Con-
sumer Credit shall be comprised of 26 members, 15 elected
by the majority caucus and 11 elected by the minority cau-
cus.

(C) Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance shall be
comprised of 23 members, 13 elected by the majority cau-
cus and 10 elected by the minority caucus.

(D) Subcommittee on Monetary Policy and Trade shall be
comprised of 21 members, 12 elected by the majority cau-
cus and 9 elected by the minority caucus.

(E) Subcommittee on Terrorism and Illicit Finance shall
be comprised of 25 members, 14 elected by the majority
caucus and 11 elected by the minority caucus.

(F) Subcommittee on Quversight and Investigations shall
be comprised of 21 members, 12 elected by the majority
caucus and 9 elected by the minority caucus.

(d) Subcommittee Meetings and Hearings.—

(1) Each subcommittee of the Committee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive testimony, mark up legislation,
and report to the full Committee on any measure or matter re-
ferred to it, consistent with subsection (a).

(2) No subcommittee of the Committee may meet or hold a
hearing at the same time as a meeting or hearing of the Com-
mittee.

(3) The chair of each subcommittee shall set hearing and
meeting dates only with the approval of the Chair with a view
toward assuring the availability of meeting rooms and avoiding
simultaneous scheduling of Committee and subcommittee
meetings or hearings.

(e) Effect of a Vacancy.—

Any vacancy in the membership of a subcommittee shall not
affect the power of the remaining members to execute the func-
tions of the subcommittee as long as the required quorum is
present.

(f) Records.—

Each subcommittee of the Committee shall provide the full
Committee with copies of such records of votes taken in the
subcommittee and such other records with respect to the sub-
committee as the Chair deems necessary for the Committee to
comply with all rules and regulations of the House.

RULE 6.—STAFF

(a) In General.—

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the professional and
other staff of the Committee shall be appointed, and may be
removed by the Chair, and shall work under the general super-
vision and direction of the Chair.

(2) All professional and other staff provided to the minority
party members of the Committee shall be appointed, and may
be removed, by the ranking minority member of the Com-
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mittee, and shall work under the general supervision and di-
rection of such member.

(3) It is intended that the skills and experience of all mem-
bers of the Committee staff be available to all members of the
Committee.

(b) Subcommittee Staff.—

From funds made available for the appointment of staff, the
Chair of the Committee shall, pursuant to clause 6(d) of rule
X of the Rules of the House, ensure that sufficient staff is
made available so that each subcommittee can carry out its re-
sponsibilities under the rules of the Committee and that the
mir%grity party is treated fairly in the appointment of such
staff.

(c) Compensation of Staff.—

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Chair shall fix
the compensation of all professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee.

(2) The ranking minority member shall fix the compensation
of all professional and other staff provided to the minority
party members of the Committee.

RULE 7.—BUDGET AND TRAVEL

(a) Budget.—

(1) The Chair, in consultation with other members of the
Committee, shall prepare for each Congress a budget providing
amounts for staff, necessary travel, investigation, and other ex-
penses of the Committee and its subcommittees.

(2) From the amount provided to the Committee in the pri-
mary expense resolution adopted by the House of Representa-
tives, the Chair, after consultation with the ranking minority
member, shall designate an amount to be under the direction
of the ranking minority member for the compensation of the
minority staff, travel expenses of minority members and staff,
and minority office expenses. All expenses of minority mem-
bers and staff shall be paid for out of the amount so set aside.

(b) Travel.—

(1) The Chair may authorize travel for any member and any
staff member of the Committee in connection with activities or
subject matters under the general jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee. Before such authorization is granted, there shall be
submitted to the Chair in writing the following:

(A) The purpose of the travel.

(B) The dates during which the travel is to occur.

(C) The names of the States or countries to be visited
and the length of time to be spent in each.

(D) The names of members and staff of the Committee
for whom the authorization is sought.

(2) Members and staff of the Committee shall make a writ-
ten report to the Chair on any travel they have conducted
under this subsection, including a description of their itinerary,
expenses, and activities, and of pertinent information gained as
a result of such travel.

(3) Members and staff of the Committee performing author-
ized travel on official business shall be governed by applicable
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laws, resolutions, and regulations of the House and of the
Committee on House Administration.

RULE 8.—COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION

(a) Records.—

(1) There shall be a transcript made of each regular meeting
and hearing of the Committee, and the transcript may be
printed if the Chair decides it is appropriate or if a majority
of the members of the Committee requests such printing. Any
such transcripts shall be a substantially verbatim account of
remarks actually made during the proceedings, subject only to
technical, grammatical, and typographical corrections author-
ized by the person making the remarks. Nothing in this para-
graph shall be construed to require that all such transcripts be
subject to correction and publication.

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of all actions of the
Committee and of its subcommittees. The record shall contain
all information required by clause 2(e)(1) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House and shall be available in electronic form
and for public inspection at reasonable times in the offices of
the Committee.

(3) All Committee hearings, records, data, charts, and files
shall be kept separate and distinct from the congressional of-
fice records of the Chair, shall be the property of the House,
and all Members of the House shall have access thereto as pro-
vided in clause 2(e)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the House.

(4) The records of the Committee at the National Archives
and Records Administration shall be made available for public
use in accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the House of
Representatives. The Chair shall notify the ranking minority
member of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause
4(b) of the rule, to withhold a record otherwise available, and
the matter shall be presented to the Committee for a deter-
mination on written request of any member of the Committee.

(b) Committee Publications on the Internet.—

The Chair shall maintain an official Committee website for
the purpose of carrying out the official responsibilities of the
Committee, including communicating information about the
Committee’s activities. The ranking minority member may
maintain an official website. To the maximum extent feasible,
the Committee shall make its publications available in elec-
tronic form on the official Committee website maintained by
the Chair.

(c) Audio and Video Coverage of Committee Hearings and Meet-
ings.—

(1) To the maximum extent feasible, the Committee shall
provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or meeting
for the transaction of business in a manner that allows the
public to easily listen to and view the proceedings; and,

(2) maintain the recordings of such coverage in a manner
that is easily accessible to the public.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOR
THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The Rules of the House of Representatives, and in particular,
the committee rules enumerated in clause 2 of rule XI, are the
rules of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (hereafter referred to as
the “Committee”), to the extent applicable.

(b) A motion to recess and a motion to dispense with the first
reading (in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies are avail-
able, are privileged non-debatable motions in Committee.

(c) The Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs shall con-
sult the Ranking Minority Member to the extent possible with re-
spect to the business of the Committee. Each subcommittee of the
Committee is a part of the Committee and is subject to the author-
ity and direction of the Committee and to its rules, to the extent
applicable.

RULE 2.—DATE OF MEETING

The regular meeting date of the Committee shall be the first
Tuesday of every month when the House of Representatives is in
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session pursuant to clause 2(b) of rule XI of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Additional meetings may be called by the Chairman
as the Chairman may deem necessary or at the request of a major-
ity of the Members of the Committee in accordance with clause 2(c)
of rule XI of the House of Representatives. The determination of
the business to be considered at each meeting shall be made by the
Chairman subject to clause 2(c) of rule XI of the House of Rep-
resentatives. A regularly scheduled meeting need not be held if, in
the judgment of the Chairman, there is no business to be consid-
ered.

RULE 3.—QUORUM

For purposes of taking testimony and receiving evidence, two
Members shall constitute a quorum, and the Chairman of the full
Committee or a subcommittee shall make every effort to ensure
that the relevant Ranking Minority Member or another Minority
Member is present at the time a hearing is convened. One-third of
the Members of the Committee or subcommittee shall constitute a
quorum for taking any action, except: (1) reporting a measure or
recommendation; (2) closing Committee meetings and hearings to
the public; (3) authorizing the issuance of subpoenas; and (4) any
other action for which an actual majority quorum is required by
any rule of the House of Representatives or by law. No measure or
recommendation shall be reported to the House of Representatives
unless a majority of the Committee is actually present. No measure
or recommendation shall be reported to the full Committee by a
subcommittee unless half of the subcommittee is actually present.
A record vote may be demanded by one-fifth of the Members
present or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by any one Mem-
ber.

RULE 4.—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

(a) Meetings.—

(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business, including
the markup of legislation, of the Committee or a subcommittee
shall be open to the public except when the Committee or sub-
committee, in open session and with a majority present, deter-
mines by record vote that all or part of the remainder of the
meeting on that day shall be closed to the public, because dis-
closure of matters to be considered would endanger national
security, would compromise sensitive law enforcement informa-
tion, or would tend to defame, degrade or incriminate any per-
son or otherwise violate any labor rule of the House of Rep-
resentatives. No person other than Members of the Committee
and such congressional staff and departmental representatives
as the Committee or subcommittee may authorize shall be
present at any business or markup session which has been
closed to the public. This subsection does not apply to open
Committee hearings which are provided for by subsection (b) of
this rule.

(2) The Chairman of the full Committee or a subcommittee
may postpone further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving any measure or matter, or
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adopting an amendment. The relevant Chairman may resume
proceedings on a postponed request at any time. When exer-
cising postponement authority, the relevant Chairman shall
take all reasonable steps necessary to notify Members on the
resumption of proceedings on any postponed record vote. When
proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwithstanding
any intervening order for the previous question, an underlying
proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.
(b) Hearings.—

(1) Each hearing conducted by the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be open to the public except when the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, in open session and with a majority
present, determines by record vote that all or part of the re-
mainder of that hearing on that day should be closed to the
public because disclosure of testimony, evidence or other mat-
ters to be considered would endanger the national security,
would compromise sensitive law enforcement information, or
otherwise would violate any law or rule of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, a major-
ity of those present, there being in attendance the requisite
number required under the rules of the Committee to be
present for the purpose of taking testimony—

(A) may vote to close the hearing for the sole purpose of
discussing whether testimony or evidence to be received
would endanger the national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, or violate para-
graph (2) of this subsection; or

(B) may vote to close the hearing, as provided in para-
graph (2) of this subsection.

(2) Whenever it is asserted by a Member of the Committee
that the evidence or testimony at a hearing may tend to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate any person, or it is asserted by
a witness that the evidence or testimony that the witness
would give at a hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or in-
criminate the witness—

(A) such testimony or evidence shall be presented in ex-
ecutive session, notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) of this subsection, if by a majority of those
present, there being in attendance the requisite number
required under the rules of the Committee to be present
for the purpose of taking testimony, the Committee or sub-
committee determines that such evidence or testimony
may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person;
and

(B) the Committee or subcommittee shall proceed to re-
ceive such testimony in open session only if the Com-
mittee, a majority being present, determines that such evi-
dence or testimony will not tend to defame, degrade, or in-
criminate any person.

(83) No Member of the House of Representatives may be ex-
cluded from non-participatory attendance at any hearing of the
Committee or a subcommittee unless the House of Representa-
tives has by majority vote authorized the Committee or sub-
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committee, for purposes of a particular series of hearings, on
a particular article of legislation or on a particular subject of
investigation, to close its hearings to Members by the same
procedures designated in this subsection for closing hearings to
the public.

(4) A Member of the House of Representatives who is not a
Member of the Committee may not be recognized to participate
in a Committee or Subcommittee hearing except by the unani-
mous consent of Committee Members present at such hearing.
Participatory recognition of a non-Committee Member shall
occur only after all Committee Members seeking recognition,
both majority and minority, have had their opportunity to par-
ticipate and question any witnesses.

(5) The Committee or a subcommittee may by the procedure
designated in this subsection vote to close one (1) subsequent
day of hearing.

(6) No congressional staff shall be present at any meeting or
hearing of the Committee or a subcommittee that has been
closed to the public, and at which classified information will be
involved, unless such person is authorized access to such clas-
sified information in accordance with rule XX of the House of
Representatives.

RULE 5.—CONVENING HEARINGS AND MARKUPS

(a) Hearings.—Public announcement shall be made of the date,
place, and subject matter of any hearing to be conducted by the
Committee or a subcommittee at the earliest possible date, and in
any event at least one (1) week before the commencement of that
hearing. If the Chairman of the full Committee or a subcommittee,
with the concurrence of the relevant Ranking Minority Member,
determines that there is good cause to begin a hearing sooner, or
if the Committee or subcommittee so determines by majority vote
in the presence of the number of members required under the rules
of the Committee for the taking of action, the Chairman of the full
Committee, if concurring, shall make the announcement at the ear-
liest possible date. No change shall be made to a publicly an-
nounced hearing title until after consultation with the relevant
Ranking Minority Member and notice to previously announced wit-
nesses.

(b) Markups and Other Meetings to Transact Business.—

(1) Convening.—The Chairman of the full Committee or a
subcommittee may call or convene, as the relevant Chairman
considers necessary, meetings of the Committee or sub-
committee for the consideration of a bill or resolution pending
before the Committee or subcommittee, as the case may be, or
for the conduct of other Committee or subcommittee business.

(2) Notice.—Public announcement shall be made by the
Chairman of the full Committee of the date, place, and subject
matter of any markup or other meeting to conduct business at
the earliest possible date, and in any event at least one (1)
week before the commencement of such markup or meeting,
unless the relevant Chairman determines, in consultation with
the relevant Ranking Minority Member, that there is good
cause to begin such a markup or meeting on an earlier date.
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If such determination is made, the Chairman of the full Com-
mittee, if concurring in that determination, shall make the an-
nouncement at the earliest possible date.

(3) Agenda and Texts.—The relevant Chairman shall provide
to all Committee or subcommittee Members an agenda for each
Committee and subcommittee markup or other meeting to
transact business, setting out all items of business to be con-
sidered, including whenever possible a copy of any measure
scheduled for markup, at least 48 hours (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays) before the meeting.

Bills on subjects not listed on such agenda shall be subject
to a point of order unless their consideration is agreed to by
a two-thirds vote of the Committee or subcommittee, or by the
Chairman of the full Committee with the concurrence of the
Ranking Minority Member. The text of any measure to be
marked up shall be made publicly available in electronic form
at least 24 hours prior to the commencement of the markup
meeting, or at the time of an announcement under subpara-
graph (b)(2) made within 24 hours before such meeting.

(c¢) Publication.—Public announcement of all hearings and mark-
ups shall be published in the Daily Digest portion of the Congres-
sional Record and made publicly available in electronic form. Mem-
bers shall be notified by the Staff Director of all meetings (includ-
ing markups and hearings) and briefings of subcommittees and of
the full Committee.

(d) Member Seating.—During Committee and subcommittee hear-
ings and markups, chairs on the dais are for Members. No staff
member other than a Committee or subcommittee staff director,
counsel, or professional staff member may occupy a chair on the
dais, unless authorized by the Chairman of the full Committee,
after consultation with the Ranking Member of the Full Com-
mittee. Only one staff member each from the majority and the mi-
nority may occupy chairs on the dais at any time during a hearing
or markup.

RULE 6.—WITNESSES

(a) Interrogation of Witnesses.—

(1) In so far as practicable, witnesses shall be permitted to
present their oral statements without interruption subject to
reasonable time constraints imposed by the Chairman of the
full Committee or a subcommittee, with questioning by the
Committee Members taking place afterward. Members should
refrain from questions until such statements are completed.

(2) In recognizing Members, the relevant Chairman shall, to
the extent practicable, give preference to the Members on the
basis of their arrival at the hearing, taking into consideration
the majority and minority ratio of the Members actually
present. A Member desiring to speak or ask a question shall
address the relevant Chairman and not the witness.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), each Member may interrogate
the witness for 5 minutes, the reply of the witness being in-
cluded in the 5-minute period. After all Members have had an
opportunity to ask questions, the round shall begin again
under the 5-minute rule.
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(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (3), the relevant Chairman,
with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Member, may
permit one (1) or more majority Members of the Committee
designated by the relevant Chairman to question a witness for
a specified period of not longer than 30 minutes. On such occa-
sions, an equal number of minority Members of the Committee
designated by the Ranking Minority Member shall be per-
mitted to question the same witness for the same period of
time. Committee staff may be permitted to question a witness
for equal specified periods either with the concurrence of the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member of the full Com-
mittee or by motion. However, in no case may questioning by
Committee staff proceed before each Member of the Committee
who wishes to speak under the 5-minute rule has had one op-
portunity to do so.

(b) Testimony of Witnesses.—

(1) Advance Filing Requirement.—Each witness who is to ap-
pear before the Committee or a subcommittee is required to
file testimony with the Committee or subcommittee at least
two (2) business days in advance of that appearance. For pur-
poses of this subsection, testimony includes the written state-
ment of a witness, as well as any video, photographs, audio-vis-
ual matter, posters, or other supporting materials that the wit-
ness intends to present or display before the Committee. Such
testimony should be provided in electronic form to the extent
practicable. The Committee or subcommittee shall notify Mem-
bers at least two business days in advance of a hearing of the
availability of testimony submitted by witnesses. In addition,
each witness shall provide sufficient copies, as determined by
the Chairman of the full Committee or a subcommittee, of his
or her proposed written statement to be provided to Members
and staff of the Committee or subcommittee, the news media,
and the general public. The text of the written statement pro-
vided pursuant to this paragraph shall be considered final, and
may not be revised by the witness after the Committee meet-
ing at which the witness appears.

(2) Witness Preclusion and Waiver.—The requirements of
paragraph (1) or any part thereof may be waived by the Chair-
man of the full Committee or a subcommittee, or the presiding
Member, or the Ranking Member of the Committee or sub-
committee as it relates to witnesses who are called by the mi-
nority to testify, provided that the witness or the relevant
Chairman or Ranking Minority Member has submitted, prior
to the witness’s appearance, a written explanation to the rea-
sons testimony has not been made available to the Committee
or subcommittee. If a witness who is not an official of the U.S.
Government has not submitted testimony as required by para-
graph (1) and no such written explanation has been submitted,
the witness shall be released from testifying unless a majority
of the Committee or subcommittee votes to accept his or her
testimony.

(3) Remote Witness Participation.—The Chairman of the full
Committee or a subcommittee shall promptly, and not later
than 48 hours beforehand if possible, notify the relevant Rank-
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ing Member of any witness who is likely to present testimony
other than in person, such as by videoconference. A witness
may not testify via telephone or other audio-only medium with-
out the concurrence of the Chairman and Ranking Member of
the Committee or subcommittee. The relevant Chairman shall
make reasonable efforts to verify the identity of any witness
participating remotely.

(4) “Truth In Testimony’ Disclosure.—In the case of a witness
appearing in a nongovernmental capacity, a written statement
of proposed testimony shall, to the extent practicable, include:
a curriculum vitae; a disclosure of the amount and source of
any Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or sub-
contract thereof), or of any contract or payment originating
with a foreign government, received during the current fiscal
year or either of the two previous fiscal years by the witness
or by an entity represented by the witness, to the extent that
such information is relevant to the subject matter of, and the
witness’ representational capacity at, the hearing; and a disclo-
sure of whether the witness is an active registrant under the
Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA). Such statements,
with appropriate redactions to protect the privacy, safety, or
security of the witness, shall be made publicly available in
electronic form not later than one day after the witness ap-
pears.

(5) Witness Presentation.—A witness shall limit his or her
oral presentation to a brief summary of his or her written
statement.

(6) Translation.—A witness requiring an interpreter or
translator should include in the testimony provided pursuant
to paragraph (1) the identity of the interpreter or translator
that the witness intends to use. Unless properly noticed as a
separate witness, an interpreter or translator appearing before
the Committee should not present views or statements other
than those expressed by the witness.

(¢) Oaths.—The Chairman of the full Committee or a sub-
committee, or any Member of the Committee designated by the rel-
evant Chairman, may administer oaths to any witness appearing
before the Committee.

RULE 7.—PREPARATION AND MAINTENANCE OF COMMITTEE RECORDS

An accurate stenographic record shall be made of all hearings
and markup sessions. Members of the Committee and any witness
may examine the transcript of his or her own remarks and may
make any grammatical or technical changes that do not sub-
stantively alter the record. Any such Member or witness shall re-
turn the transcript to the Committee offices within seven (7) cal-
endar days (not including Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays)
after receipt of the transcript, or as soon thereafter as is prac-
ticable.

Any information supplied for the record at the request of a Mem-
ber of the Committee shall be provided to the Member when re-
ceived by the Committee.

Transcripts of hearings and markup sessions (except for the
record of a meeting or hearing which is closed to the public) shall
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be printed as soon as is practicable after receipt of the corrected
versions, except that the Chairman may order the transcript of a
hearing to be printed without the corrections of a Member or wit-
ness if the Chairman determines that such Member or witness has
been afforded a reasonable time to correct such transcript and such
transcript has not been returned within such time.

The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule VII of the House of Representatives. The
Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of any deci-
sion, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to with-
hold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination on the written request
of any Member of the Committee.

The Committee shall, to the maximum extent feasible, make its
publications available in electronic form.

RULE 8.—EXTRANEOUS MATERIALS IN COMMITTEE HEARINGS PRINTS

No extraneous material shall be printed in either the body or ap-
pendices of any Committee or subcommittee hearing, except matter
which has been accepted for inclusion in the record during the
hearing or by agreement of the Chairman of the full Committee or
a subcommittee and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
or subcommittee within five (5) calendar days of the hearing. Cop-
ies of bills and other legislation under consideration and responses
to written questions submitted by Members shall not be considered
extraneous material.

Extraneous material in either the body or appendices of any
hearing to be printed which would be in excess of eight (8) printed
pages (for any one submission) shall be accompanied by a written
request to the relevant Chairman. Such written request shall con-
tain an estimate in writing from the Public Printer of the probable
cost of publishing such material.

RULE 9.—INFORMATION ON COMMITTEE ACTION

(a) Record Votes.—The result of each record vote in any meeting
of the Committee outside of executive session shall be made pub-
licly available in electronic form within 48 hours of such record
vote. Such result shall include a description of the amendment, mo-
tion, order, or other proposition, the name of each Member voting
for and against, and the Members present but not voting.

(b) Adopted Amendments.—Not later than 24 hours after the
adoption of any amendment to a measure or matter considered by
the Committee, the text of each such amendment shall be made
publicly available in electronic form.

(¢) Hearing and Markup Attendance.—Member attendance at
each Committee hearing and markup shall be recorded and in-
cluded in the Committee print of the transcript of that hearing or
markup.

RULE 10.—PROXIES

Proxy voting is not permitted in the Committee or in subcommit-
tees.
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RULE 11.—REPORTS

(a) Reports on Bills and Resolutions.—To the extent practicable,
not later than 24 hours before a report is to be filed with the Clerk
of the House on a measure that has been ordered reported by the
Committee, the Chairman shall make available for inspection by
all Members of the Committee a copy of the draft Committee report
in order to afford Members adequate information and the oppor-
tunity to draft and file any supplemental, minority or additional
views which they may deem appropriate.

With respect to each record vote on a motion to report any meas-
ure or matter of a public character, and on any amendment offered
to the measure or matter, the total number of votes cast for and
against, and the names of those Members voting for and against,
shall be included in any Committee report on the measure or mat-
ter.

(b) Prior Approval of Certain Reports.—No Committee, sub-
committee, or staff report, study, or other document which purports
to express publicly the views, findings, conclusions, or rec-
ommendations of the Committee or a subcommittee may be re-
leased to the public or filed with the Clerk of the House unless ap-
proved by a majority of the Committee or subcommittee, as appro-
priate. A proposed investigative or oversight report shall be consid-
ered as read if it has been available to Members of the Committee
for at least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on such a day). In any
case in which clause 2(1) of rule XI and clause 3(a)(1) of rule XIII
of the House of Representatives does not apply, each Member of
the Committee or subcommittee shall be given an opportunity to
have views or a disclaimer included as part of the material filed
or released, as the case may be.

(¢c) Foreign Travel Reports.—At the same time that the report re-
quired by clause 8(b)(3) of rule X of the House of Representatives,
regarding foreign travel reports, is submitted to the Chairman,
Members and employees of the Committee shall provide a report to
the Chairman listing all official meetings, interviews, inspection
tours and other official functions in which the individual partici-
pated, by country and date. Under extraordinary circumstances,
the Chairman may waive the listing in such report of an official
meeting, interview, inspection tour, or other official function. The
report shall be maintained in the Committee offices and shall be
available for public inspection during normal business hours. Ex-
cept in extraordinary circumstances, no Member or employee of the
Committee will be authorized for additional Committee travel until
the reports described in this subsection have been submitted to the
Chairman for that person’s prior Committee travel.

RULE 12.—REPORTING BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Except in extraordinary circumstances, bills and resolutions will
not be considered by the Committee unless and until the appro-
priate subcommittee has recommended the bill or resolution for
Committee action, and will not be taken to the House of Represent-
atives for action unless and until the Committee or a relevant sub-
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committee has ordered reported such bill or resolution, a quorum
being present.

Except in extraordinary circumstances, a bill or resolution origi-
nating in the House of Representatives that contains exclusively
findings and policy declarations or expressions of the sense of the
House of Representatives or the sense of the Congress shall not be
considered by the Committee or a subcommittee unless such bill or
resolution has at least 25 House co-sponsors, at least 10 of whom
are Members of the Committee.

For purposes of this rule, extraordinary circumstances will be de-
termined by the Chairman, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member and such other Members of the Committee as the
Chairman deems appropriate.

The Committee or a subcommittee shall not consider a bill or res-
olution originating in the House of Representatives that expresses
appreciation, commends, congratulates, celebrates, recognizes the
accomplishments of, or celebrates the anniversary of, an entity,
event, group, individual, institution, team, or government program,
or that acknowledges or recognizes a period of time for such pur-
poses, except in circumstances determined by the Chairman with
the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Member.

The Chairman is directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of rule
XXII of the Rules of the House whenever the Chairman considers
it appropriate.

RULE 13.—STAFF SERVICES

The Committee staff shall be selected and organized so that it
can provide a comprehensive range of professional services in the
field of foreign affairs to the Committee, the subcommittees, and all
its Members. The staff shall include persons with training and ex-
perience in foreign affairs, making available to the Committee indi-
viduals with knowledge of major countries, areas, and U.S. over-
seas programs and operations.

Subject to clause 9 of rule X of the House of Representatives, the
staff of the Committee, except as provided in paragraph (c), shall
be appointed, and may be removed, by the Chairman with the ap-
proval of the majority of the Members in the majority party of the
Committee. Their remuneration shall be fixed by the Chairman,
and they shall work under the general supervision and direction of
the Chairman. Staff assignments are to be authorized by the
Chairman or by the Staff Director under the direction of the Chair-
man.

Subject to clause 9 of rule X of the House of Representatives, the
staff of the Committee assigned to the minority shall be appointed,
their remuneration determined, and may be removed, by the Rank-
ing Minority Member with the approval of the majority of the mi-
nority party Members of the Committee. Such staff shall work
under the general supervision and direction of the Ranking Minor-
ity Member with the approval or consultation of the minority Mem-
bers of the Committee.

The Chairman shall ensure that sufficient staff is made available
to each subcommittee to carry out its responsibilities under the
rules of the Committee. The Chairman shall ensure that the minor-
ity party is fairly treated in the appointment of such staff.
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RULE 14.—NUMBER AND JURISDICTION OF SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Full Committee.—The full Committee will be responsible for
oversight and legislation relating to: foreign assistance (including
development assistance, Millennium Challenge Corporation, the
Millennium Challenge Account, HIV/AIDS in foreign countries, se-
curity assistance, and Public Law 480 programs abroad); national
security developments affecting foreign policy; strategic planning
and agreements; war powers, treaties, executive agreements, and
the deployment and use of United States Armed Forces; peace-
keeping, peace enforcement, and enforcement of United Nations or
other international sanctions; arms control and disarmament
issues; the United States Agency for International Development;
activities and policies of the State, Commerce, and Defense Depart-
ments and other agencies related to the Arms Export Control Act
and the Foreign Assistance Act, including export and licensing pol-
icy for munitions items and technology and dual-use equipment
and technology; international law; promotion of democracy; inter-
national law enforcement issues, including narcotics control pro-
grams and activities; Broadcasting Board of Governors; embassy
security; international broadcasting; public diplomacy, including
international communication and information policy, and inter-
national education and exchange programs; and all other matters
not specifically assigned to a subcommittee. The full Committee
will have jurisdiction over legislation with respect to the adminis-
tration of the Export Administration Act, including the export and
licensing of dual-use equipment and technology and other matters
related to international economic policy and trade not otherwise as-
signed to a subcommittee, and with respect to the United Nations,
its affiliated agencies, and other international organizations, in-
cluding assessed and voluntary contributions to such organizations.
The full Committee may conduct oversight and investigations with
respect to any matter within the jurisdiction of the Committee as
defined in the Rules of the House of Representatives.

(b) Subcommittees.—There shall be six (6) standing subcommit-
tees. The names and jurisdiction of those subcommittees shall be
as follows:

(1) Functional Subcommittee.—There shall be one sub-
committee with functional jurisdiction:

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and
Trade.—Oversight and legislative responsibilities over the
United States’ efforts to manage and coordinate inter-
national programs to combat terrorism as coordinated by
the Department of State and other agencies, and efforts to
bring international terrorists to justice. With the concur-
rence of the Chairman of the full Committee, oversight of,
and legislation pertaining to, nonproliferation matters in-
volving nuclear, chemical, biological and other weapons of
mass destruction, except for legislation involving the For-
eign Assistance Act, the Arms Export Control Act, the Ex-
port Administration Act, and sanctions laws pertaining to
individual countries and the provision of foreign assistance
(which is reserved to the full Committee). Oversight of
matters relating to international economic and trade pol-
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icy; commerce with foreign countries; international invest-
ment policy; the Overseas Private Investment Corporation
and the Trade and Development Agency; commodity agree-
ments; and special oversight of international financial and
monetary institutions; the Export-Import Bank, and cus-
toms. With the concurrence of the Chairman of the full
Committee, legislative jurisdiction over measures related
to export promotion and measures related to the Overseas
Private Investment Corporation and the Trade and Devel-
opment Agency.

(2) Regional Subcommittees.—There shall be five subcommit-

tees with regional jurisdiction:

Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human
Rights, and International Organizations; the Subcommittee
on Asia and the Pacific; the Subcommittee on Europe, Eur-
asia, and Emerging Threats; the Subcommittee on the Mid-
dle East and North Africa; and the Subcommittee on the
Western Hemisphere. As detailed below, two of the regional
subcommittees also shall have functional jurisdiction.

The regional subcommittees shall have jurisdiction over
the following within their respective regions:

(1) Matters affecting the political relations between
the United States and other countries and regions, in-
cluding resolutions or other legislative measures di-
rected to such relations.

(2) Legislation with respect to disaster assistance
outside the Foreign Assistance Act, boundary issues,
and international claims.

(3) Legislation with respect to region- or country-
specific loans or other financial relations outside the
Foreign Assistance Act.

(4) Legislation and oversight regarding human
rights practices in particular countries.

(5) Oversight of regional lending institutions.

(6) Oversight of matters related to the regional ac-
tivities of the United Nations, of its affiliated agencies,
and of other multilateral institutions.

(7) Identification and development of options for
meeting future problems and issues relating to U.S.
interests in the region.

(8) Oversight of base rights and other facilities ac-
cess agreements and regional security pacts.

(9) Concurrent oversight jurisdiction with respect to
matters assigned to the functional subcommittees in-
sofar as they may affect the region.

(10) Oversight of foreign assistance activities affect-
ing the region, with the concurrence of the Chairman
of the full Committee.

(11) Such other matters as the Chairman of the full
Committee may determine.

The Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global
Human Rights, and International Organizations.—In addi-
tion to its regional jurisdiction, oversight of: international
health issues, including transboundary infectious diseases,
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maternal health and child survival, and programs related
to the global ability to address health issues; population
issues; the United Nations and its affiliated agencies (ex-
cluding peacekeeping and enforcement of United Nations
or other international sanctions); the American Red Cross;
and the Peace Corps. In addition, legislation and oversight
pertaining to: implementation of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights; other matters relating to internation-
ally-recognized human rights, including legislation aimed
at the promotion of human rights and democracy gen-
erally; and the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction, and related issues.

The Subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, and Emerging
Threats: In addition to its regional jurisdiction, with the
concurrence of the Chairman of the full Committee, over-
sight related to emerging foreign threats to the national
security and interests of the United States.

RULE 15.—POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) In General.—Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold
hearings, receive evidence, and report to the full Committee on all
matters referred to it.

(b) Scheduling.—Subcommittee chairmen shall set meeting dates
after consultation with the Chairman, other subcommittee chair-
men, the relevant Ranking Minority Member and other appropriate
Members, with a view toward minimizing scheduling conflicts. Sub-
committee meetings shall not be scheduled to occur simultaneously
with meetings of the full Committee. Hearings shall not be sched-
uled to occur prior to the first vote or subsequent to the last vote
of a legislative week, or outside of Washington, D.C., without prior
consultation with the relevant Ranking Minority Member. In order
to ensure orderly administration and fair assignment of hearing
and meeting rooms, the subject, time, and location of hearings and
meetings shall be arranged in advance with the Chairman through
the Staff Director of the Committee.

(c) Vice Chairman.—The Chairman of the Full Committee shall
designate a Member of the majority party on each subcommittee as
its vice chairman.

(d) Participation.—The Chairman of the full Committee and the
Ranking Minority Member may attend the meetings and partici-
pate in the activities of all subcommittees of which they are not
Members, except that they may not vote or be counted for a
quorum in such subcommittees.

(e) Required QOversight Hearings.—During each 180-day period
following organization of the Committee, each subcommittee shall
hold at least one hearing on oversight of U.S. Government activi-
ties.

RULE 16.—REFERRAL OF BILLS BY CHAIRMAN

In accordance with rule 14 of the Committee and to the extent
practicable, all legislation and other matters referred to the Com-
mittee shall be referred by the Chairman to a subcommittee of pri-
mary jurisdiction within two (2) weeks. In accordance with rule 14
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of the Committee, legislation may also be referred to additional
subcommittees for consideration. Unless otherwise directed by the
Chairman, such subcommittees shall act on or be discharged from
consideration of legislation that has been approved by the sub-
committee of primary jurisdiction within two (2) weeks of such ac-
tion. In referring any legislation to a subcommittee, the Chairman
may specify a date by which the subcommittee shall report thereon
to the full Committee.

Subcommittees with regional jurisdiction shall have joint juris-
diction with the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global
Human Rights, and International Organizations over legislation re-
garding human rights practices in particular countries within their
regions.

The Chairman may designate a subcommittee Chairman or other
Member to take responsibility as manager of a bill or resolution
during its consideration in the House of Representatives.

RULE 17.—PARTY RATIOS ON SUBCOMMITTEES AND CONFERENCE
COMMITTEES

The majority party caucus of the Committee shall determine an
appropriate ratio of majority to minority party Members for each
subcommittee. Party representation on each subcommittee or con-
ference committee shall be no less favorable to the majority party
than the ratio for the full Committee. The Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member are authorized to negotiate matters affecting
such ratios including the size of subcommittees and conference
committees.

RULE 18.—SUBCOMMITTEE FUNDING AND RECORDS

Each subcommittee shall have adequate funds to discharge its
responsibility for legislation and oversight.

In order to facilitate Committee compliance with clause 2(e)(1) of
rule XI of the House of Representatives, each subcommittee shall
keep a complete record of all subcommittee actions which shall in-
clude a record of the votes on any question on which a record vote
is demanded. The result of each record vote shall be promptly made
available to the full Committee for inspection by the public in ac-
cordance with rule 9 of the Committee.

All subcommittee hearings, records, data, charts, and files shall
be kept distinct from the congressional office records of the Member
serving as Chairman of the subcommittee. Subcommittee records
shall be coordinated with the records of the full Committee, shall
be the property of the House, and all Members of the House shall
have access thereto.

RULE 19.—MEETINGS OF SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

The Chairman shall call a meeting of the subcommittee chairmen
on a regular basis not less frequently than once a month. Such a
meeting need not be held if there is no business to conduct. It shall
be the practice at such meetings to review the current agenda and
activities of each of the subcommittees.
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RULE 20.—ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

(a) Authorized Persons.—In accordance with the stipulations of
the Rules of the House of Representatives, all Members of the
House who have executed the oath required by clause 13 of rule
XXIII of the House of Representatives shall be authorized to have
access to classified information within the possession of the Com-
mittee.

Members of the Committee staff shall be considered authorized
to have access to classified information within the possession of the
Committee when they have the proper security clearances, when
they have executed the oath required by clause 13 of rule XXIII of
the House of Representatives, and when they have a demonstrable
need to know. The decision on whether a given staff member has
a need to know will be made on the following basis:

(1) In the case of the full Committee majority staff, by the
Chairman, acting through the Staff Director;

(2) In the case of the full Committee minority staff, by the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee, acting through
the Minority Staff Director;

(3) In the case of subcommittee majority staff, by the chair-
man of the subcommittee;

(4) In the case of the subcommittee minority staff, by the
Ranking Minority Member of the subcommittee.

No other individuals shall be considered authorized persons, un-
less so designated by the Chairman of the full Committee.

(b) Designated Persons.—Each Committee Member is permitted
to designate one member of his or her staff as having the right of
access to information classified Confidential. Such designated per-
sons must have the proper security clearance, have executed the
oath required by clause 13 of rule XXIII of the House of Represent-
atives, and have a need to know as determined by his or her prin-
cipal. Upon request of a Committee Member in specific instances,
a designated person also shall be permitted access to information
classified Secret which has been furnished to the Committee pursu-
ant to section 36 of the Arms Export Control Act, as amended.
Upon the written request of a Committee Member and with the ap-
proval of the Chairman in specific instances, a designated person
may be permitted access to other classified materials. Designation
of a staff person shall be by letter from the Committee Member to
the Chairman.

(¢) Location.—Classified information will be stored in secure
safes in the Office of the Security Officer and in the Office of the
Minority Staff Director. All materials classified Top Secret or high-
er must be stored in a Secure Compartmentalized Information Fa-
cility (SCIF).

(d) Handling.—Materials classified Confidential or Secret may be
taken from Committee offices to other Committee offices and hear-
ing rooms by Members of the Committee and authorized Com-
mittee staff in connection with hearings and briefings of the Com-
mittee or its subcommittees for which such information is deemed
to be essential. Removal of such information from the Committee
offices shall be only with the permission of the Chairman under
procedures designed to ensure the safe handling and storage of
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such information at all times. Except as provided in this para-
graph, Top Secret materials may not be taken from approved stor-
age areas for any purpose, except that such materials may be taken
to hearings and other meetings that are being conducted at the Top
Secret level when necessary. Materials classified Top Secret may
otherwise be used under conditions approved by the Chairman
after consultation with the Ranking Minority Member.

(e) Notice.—Appropriate notice of the receipt of classified docu-
ments received by the Committee from the Executive Branch will
be sent promptly to Committee Members through the Survey of Ac-
tivities or by other means.

(f) Access.—Except as provided for above, access to materials
classified Top Secret or otherwise restricted held by the Committee
will be in approved Committee spaces. The following procedures
will be observed:

(1) Authorized persons will be permitted access to classified
documents after inquiring of the Staff Director or an assigned
staff member. Access to the SCIF will be afforded during reg-
ular Committee hours.

(2) Authorized persons will be required to identify them-
selves, to identify the documents or information they wish to
view, and to sign the Classified Materials Log, which is kept
with the classified information.

(3) The assigned staff member will be responsible for main-
taining a log which identifies: (1) authorized persons seeking
access, (2) the classified information requested, and (3) the
time of arrival and departure of such persons. The assigned
staff member will also assure that the classified materials are
returned to the proper location.

(g) Divulgence.—Classified information provided to the Com-
mittee by the Executive Branch shall be handled in accordance
with the procedures that apply within the Executive Branch for the
protection of such information. Any classified information to which
access has been gained through the Committee may not be di-
vulged to any unauthorized person. Classified material shall not be
photocopied or otherwise reproduced. In no event shall classified in-
formation be discussed in a non-secure environment. Apparent vio-
lations of this rule should be reported as promptly as possible to
the Chairman for appropriate action.

(h) Other Regulations.—The Chairman, after consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member, may establish such additional regu-
lations and procedures as in his judgment may be necessary to
safeguard classified information under the control of the Com-
mittee. Members of the Committee will be given notice of any such
regulations and procedures promptly. They may be modified or
waived in any or all particulars by a majority vote of the full Com-
mittee.

RULE 21.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

All Committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings which are
open to the public may be covered, in whole or in part, by television
broadcast, radio broadcast, and still photography, or by any such
methods of coverage in accordance with the provisions of clause 3
of House rule XI.
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The Chairman of the full Committee or a subcommittee shall de-
termine, in his or her discretion, the number of television and still
cameras permitted in a hearing or meeting room, but shall not
limit the number of television or still cameras to fewer than two
(2) representatives from each medium.

Such coverage shall be in accordance with the following require-
ments contained in section 116(b) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1970, and clause 4 of XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

(a) If the television, Internet or radio coverage of the hearing
or meeting is to be presented to the public as live coverage,
that coverage shall be conducted and presented without com-
mercial sponsorship.

(b) No witness served with a subpoena by the Committee
shall be required against his will to be photographed at any
hearing or to give evidence or testimony while the broadcasting
of that hearing, by radio or television is being conducted. At
the request of any such witness who does not wish to be sub-
jected to radio, television, Internet or still photography cov-
erage, all lenses shall be covered and all microphones used for
coverage turned off. This subparagraph is supplementary to
clause 2(k)(5) of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives relating to the protection of the rights of witnesses.

(c) The allocation among cameras permitted by the Chair-
man of the full Committee or a subcommittee in a hearing
room shall be in accordance with fair and equitable procedures
devised by the Executive Committee of the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries.

(d) Television cameras shall be placed so as not to obstruct
in any way the space between any witness giving evidence or
testimony and Member of the Committee or its subcommittees
or the visibility of that witness and that Member to each other.

(e) Television cameras shall operate from fixed positions but
shall not be placed in positions which obstruct unnecessarily
the coverage of the hearing by the other media.

(f) Equipment necessary for coverage by the television and
radio media shall not be installed in, or removed from, the
hearing or meeting room while the Committee or subcommittee
is in session.

(g) Floodlights, spotlights, strobe lights, and flashguns shall
not be used in providing any method of coverage of the hearing
or meeting, except that the television media may install addi-
tional lighting in the hearing room, without cost to the Govern-
ment, in order to raise the ambient lighting level in the hear-
ing room to the lowest level necessary to provide adequate tele-
vision coverage of the hearing or meeting at the current state-
of-the-art level of television coverage.

(h) In the allocation of the number of still photographers per-
mitted by the Chairman of the full Committee or a sub-
committee in a hearing or meeting room, preference shall be
given to photographers from Associated Press Photos, United
Press International News pictures, and Reuters. If requests are
made by more of the media than will be permitted by the
Chairman of the full Committee or a subcommittee for cov-
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erage of the hearing or meeting by still photography, that cov-
erage shall be made on the basis of a fair and equitable pool
arrangement devised by the Standing Committee of Press Pho-
tographers.

(i) Photographers shall not position themselves, at any time
during the course of the hearing or meeting, between the wit-
ness table and the Members of the Committee or its sub-
committees.

(j) Photographers shall not place themselves in positions
which obstruct unnecessarily the coverage of the hearing by
the other media.

(k) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media shall be currently accredited to the Radio and Television
Correspondents’ Galleries.

(1) Personnel providing coverage by still photography shall be
currently accredited to the Press Photographers’ Gallery Com-
mittee of Press Photographers.

(m) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media and by still photography shall conduct themselves and
their coverage activities in an orderly and unobtrusive manner.

RULE 22.—SUBPOENA POWERS

A subpoena may be authorized and issued by the Chairman, in
accordance with clause 2(m) of rule XI of the House of Representa-
tives, in the conduct of any investigation or activity or series of in-
vestigations or activities within the jurisdiction of the Committee,
following consultation with the Ranking Minority Member.

In addition, a subpoena may be authorized and issued by the
Committee or its subcommittees in accordance with clause 2(m) of
rule XI of the House of Representatives, in the conduct of any in-
vestigation or activity or series of investigations or activities, when
authorized by a majority of the Members voting, a majority of the
Committee or subcommittee being present.

Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by the Chairman or by any
Member designated by the Committee.

RULE 23.—RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES

Whenever the Speaker is to appoint a conference committee, the
Chairman shall recommend to the Speaker as conferees those
Members of the Committee who are primarily responsible for the
legislation (including to the full extent practicable the principal
proponents of the major provisions of the bill as it passed the
House), who have actively participated in the Committee or sub-
committee consideration of the legislation, and who agree to attend
the meetings of the conference. With regard to the appointment of
minority Members, the Chairman shall consult with the Ranking
Minority Member.

RULE 24 —GENERAL OVERSIGHT

Not later than February 15th of the first session of a Congress,
the Committee shall meet in open session, with a quorum present,
to adopt its oversight plans for that Congress for submission to the
Committee on House Administration and the Committee on Over-
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sight and Government Reform, in accordance with the provisions of
clause 2(d) of rule X of the House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of clause 2(n) of rule XI of the
House of Representatives, the Committee or a subcommittee there-
of shall hold at least one hearing during each 120-day period fol-
lowing its establishment on the topic of waste, fraud, abuse, or mis-
management in programs within its jurisdiction, as documented in
reports received from a Federal Office of the Inspector General or
the Comptroller General of the United States that have been pro-
vided to the Ranking Minority Member prior to the notice of the
hearing pursuant to Committee rule 5.

RULE 25.—OTHER PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS

The Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, may establish such other procedures and take such actions as
may be necessary to carry out the foregoing rules or to facilitate
the effective operation of the Committee. Any additional procedures
or regulations may be modified or rescinded in any or all particu-
lars by a majority vote of the full Committee.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY FOR
THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(A) Applicability of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.—The Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives (the
“House”) are the rules of the Committee on Homeland Security (the
“Committee”) and its subcommittees insofar as applicable.

(B) Applicability to Subcommittees.—Except where the terms
“Full Committee” and “subcommittee” are specifically mentioned,
the following rules shall apply to the Committee’s subcommittees
and their respective Chairmen and Ranking Minority Members to
the same extent as they apply to the Full Committee and its Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member.

(C) Appointments by the Chairman.—Clause 2(d) of Rule XI of
the House shall govern the designation of a Vice Chairman of the
Full Committee.

(D) Conferences.—The Chairman is authorized to offer a motion
under clause 1 of Rule XXII of the Rules of the House whenever
the Chairman considers it appropriate.

(E) Committee Website.—The Chairman shall maintain an official
Committee web site for the purposes of furthering the Committee’s
legislative and oversight responsibilities, including communicating
information about the Committee’s activities to Committee Mem-
bers, other Members, and the public at large. The Ranking Minor-
ity Member may maintain a similar web site for the same pur-
poses. The official Committee web site shall display a link on its
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home page to the web site maintained by the Ranking Minority
Member.

(F) Activity Report.— The Committee shall submit a report to the
House on the activities of the Committee in accordance with House
rule XI 1(d).

RULE 2.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(A) Generally.—The Full Committee shall be organized into the
following six standing subcommittees and each shall have specific
responsibility for such measures or matters as the Chairman refers
to it:

(1) Subcommittee on Counterterrorism and Intelligence;

(2) Subcommittee on Border and Maritime Security;

(8) Subcommittee on Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Pro-
tection;

(4) Subcommittee on Oversight and Management Efficiency;

(5) Subcommittee on Transportation and Protective Security;
and

(6) Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Response and
Communications.

(B) Selection and Ratio of Subcommittee Members.—The Chair-
man and Ranking Minority Member of the Full Committee shall
select their respective Members of each subcommittee. The ratio of
Majority to Minority Members shall be comparable to the Full
Committee, consistent with the party ratios established by the Ma-
jority party, except that each subcommittee shall have at least two
more Majority Members than Minority Members.

(C) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Full Committee shall be ex officio members of each
subcommittee but are not authorized to vote on matters that arise
before each subcommittee. The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Full Committee shall only be counted to satisfy the
quorum requirement for the purpose of taking testimony and re-
ceiving evidence.

(D) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.—Except as otherwise
directed by the Chairman of the Full Committee, each sub-
committee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive testimony,
mark up legislation, and report to the Full Committee on all mat-
ters within its purview. Subcommittee Chairmen shall set hearing
and meeting dates only with the approval of the Chairman of the
Full Committee. To the greatest extent practicable, no more than
one meeting and hearing should be scheduled for a given time.

RULE 3.—SPEcCIAL COMMITTEE PANELS

(A) Designation.—The Chairman of the Full Committee may des-
ignate a special panel of the Committee consisting of Members of
the Committee to inquire into and take testimony on a matter or
matters that warrant enhanced consideration, and to report to the
Committee.

(B) Party Ratios and Appointment.—The chairman of a special
panel shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Full Committee.
The Ranking Minority Member of the Full Committee may select
a ranking minority member for a special panel and may appoint
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additional minority members, consistent with the ratio of the full
committee. The Chairman and Ranking Minority Member may
serve as ex officio members.

(C) Duration.—No special panel shall continue in existence for
more than six months.

(D) Jurisdiction.—No panel shall have legislative jurisdiction.

RULE 4.—REGULAR MEETINGS

(A) Regular Meeting Date.—The regular meeting date and time
for the transaction of business of the Full Committee shall be at
10:00 a.m. on the first Wednesday that the House is in Session
each month, unless otherwise directed by the Chairman.

(B) Additional Meetings.—At the discretion of the Chairman, ad-
ditional meetings of the Committee may be scheduled for the con-
sideration of any legislation or other matters pending before the
Committee, or to conduct other Committee business. The Com-
mittee shall meet for such purposes pursuant to the call of the
Chairman.

(C) Consideration.—Except in the case of a special meeting held
under clause 2(c)(2) of House Rule XI, the determination of the
business to be considered at each meeting of the Committee shall
be made by the Chairman.

RULE 5.—NOTICE AND PUBLICATION

(A) Notice.—

(1) Hearings.—(a) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the Chairman of the
Committee shall make public announcement of the date, place,
and subject matter of any hearing before the Full Committee
or subcommittee, which may not commence earlier than one
week after such notice.

(b) However, a hearing may begin sooner than specified in
(a) if the Chairman of the Committee, with the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member, determines that there is good
cause to begin such hearing sooner, or if the Committee so de-
termines by majority vote, a quorum being present for the
transaction of business. If such a determination is made, the
Chairman shall make the announcement required under (a) at
the earliest possible date. To the extent practicable, the names
of all witnesses scheduled to appear at such hearing shall be
provided to Members no later than 48 hours prior to the com-
mencement of such hearing.

(2) Meetings.—The Chair shall announce the date, time,
place and subject matter of any meeting, which may not com-
mence earlier than the third day on which Members have no-
tice thereof except in the case of a special meeting called under
clause 2(c)(2) of House Rule XI. These notice requirements may
be waived if the Chairman with the concurrence of the Rank-
ing Minority Member, determines that there is good cause to
begin the meeting sooner or if the Committee so determines by
majority vote, a quorum being present for the transaction of
business.
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(a) At least 48 hours prior to the commencement of a
meeting for the markup of legislation, or at the time of an-
nouncement of the meeting, if less than 48 hours under
Rule V(A)(?2), the text of such legislation to be marked up
shall be provided to the Members, made publicly available
in electronic form, and posted on the official Committee
web site.

(b) Not later than 24 hours after concluding a meeting
to consider legislation, the text of such legislation as or-
dered forwarded or reported, including any amendments
adopted or defeated, shall be made publicly available in
electronic form.

(3) Briefings.—The Chairman shall provide notice of the
date, time, place, and subject matter of a Member briefing. To
the extent practicable, a Member briefing shall not commence
earlier than the third day on which Members have notice
thereof.

(4) Publication.—House Rule XI 2(g)(3)(C) is hereby incor-
porated by reference.

RULE 6.—OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS; BROADCASTING

(A) Open Meetings.—

(1) All meetings and hearings of the Committee shall be open
to the public including to radio, television, and still photog-
raphy coverage, except as provided by Rule XI of the Rules of
the House or when the Committee, in open session and with
a majority present, determines by recorded vote that all or part
of the remainder of that hearing on that day shall be closed to
the public because disclosure of testimony, evidence, or other
matters to be considered would endanger the national security,
compromise sensitive law enforcement information, tend to de-
fame, degrade or incriminate a witness, or violate any law or
rule of the House of Representatives.

(2) The Committee or Subcommittee may meet in executive
session for up to five additional consecutive days of hearings
if agreed to by the same procedure.

(B) Broadcasting.—Whenever any hearing or meeting conducted
by the Committee is open to the public, the Committee shall permit
that hearing or meeting to be covered by television broadcast,
internet broadcast, print media, and still photography, or by any of
such methods of coverage, in accordance with the provisions of
clause 4 of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. Operation and use
of any Committee operated broadcast system shall be fair and non-
partisan and in accordance with clause 4(b) of Rule XI and all
other applicable rules of the Committee and the House. Priority
shall be given by the Committee to members of the Press Galleries.
Pursuant to clause 2(e) of rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Committee shall, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or meet-
ing in a manner that allows the public to easily listen to and view
the proceedings and shall maintain the recordings of such coverage
in a manner that is easily accessible to the public.

(C) Transcripts.—A transcript shall be made of the testimony of
each witness appearing before the Committee during a Committee
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hearing. All transcripts of meetings or hearings that are open to
the public shall be made available.

RULE 7.—PROCEDURES FOR MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(A) Opening Statements.—At any meeting of the Committee, the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member shall be entitled to
present oral opening statements of five minutes each. Other Mem-
bers may submit written opening statements for the record. The
Chairman presiding over the meeting may permit additional open-
ing statements by other Members of the Full Committee or of that
subcommittee, with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber.

(B) The Five-Minute Rule.—The time any one Member may ad-
dress the Committee on any bill, motion, or other matter under
consideration by the Committee shall not exceed five minutes, and
then only when the Member has been recognized by the Chairman,
except that this time limit may be extended when permitted by
unanimous consent.

(C) Postponement of Vote.—The Chairman may postpone further
proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question of ap-
proving any measure or matter or adopting an amendment and
may resume proceedings on a postponed vote at any time after rea-
sonable notice to Members by the Clerk or other designee of the
Chairman. When proceedings resume on a postponed question, not-
withstanding any intervening order for the previous question, an
underlying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or
amendment to the same extent as when the question was post-
poned.

(D) Record.—Members may have 10 business days to submit to
the Chief Clerk of the Committee their statements for the record,
and, in the case of a hearing, additional questions for the hearing
record to be directed towards a witness at the hearing.

RULE 8.—WITNESSES

(A) Questioning of Witnesses.—

(1) Questioning of witnesses by Members will be conducted
under the five-minute rule unless the Committee adopts a mo-
tion permitted by clause 2(j)(2) of House Rule XI.

(2) In questioning witnesses under the five-minute rule, the
Chairman and the Ranking Minority Member shall first be rec-
ognized. In a subcommittee meeting or hearing, the Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member of the Full Committee are then
recognized. All other Members who are present before the com-
mencement of the meeting or hearing will be recognized in the
order of seniority on the Committee, alternating between Ma-
jority and Minority Members. Committee Members arriving
after the commencement of the hearing shall be recognized in
order of appearance, alternating between Majority and Minor-
ity Members, after all Members present at the beginning of the
hearing have been recognized. To the extent practicable, each
Member shall be recognized at least once before any Member
is given a second opportunity to question a witness.
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(3) The Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, or the Committee by motion, may permit a speci-
fied number of Members to question a witness for a period
longer than five minutes, but the time allotted must be equally
apportioned to the Majority party and the Minority and may
not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(4) The Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, or the Committee by motion, may permit Com-
mittee staff of the Majority and Minority to question a witness
for a specified period of time, but the time allotted must be
equally apportioned to the Majority and Minority staff and
may not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(B) Minority Witnesses.—House Rule XI 2(G)(1) is hereby incor-
porated by reference.

(C) Oath or Affirmation.—The Chairman of the Committee or
any Member designated by the Chairman, may administer an oath
to any witness.

(D) Statements by Witnesses.—

(1) Consistent with the notice given, and to the greatest ex-
tent practicable, witnesses shall submit a prepared or written
statement for the record of the proceedings (including, where
practicable, an electronic copy) with the Clerk of the Com-
mittee no less than 48 hours in advance of the witness’s ap-
pearance before the Committee.

(2) In the case of a witness appearing in a non-governmental
capacity, a written statement of proposed testimony shall in-
clude a curriculum vita and a disclosure of any Federal grants
or contracts, or contracts or payments originating with a for-
eign government, received during the current calendar year or
either of the two preceding calendar years by the witness or by
an entity represented by the witness and related to the subject
matter of the hearing. Such disclosures shall include the
amount and source of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof)
or contract (or subcontract thereof) related to the subject mat-
ter of the hearing, and the amount and country of origin of any
payment or contract related to the subject matter jurisdiction
of the hearing originating with a foreign government. Such
statements, with the appropriate redactions to protect the pri-
vacy or security of the witness, shall be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form not later than one day after the witness
appears.

RULE 9.—QUORUM

Quorum Requirements.—Two Members shall constitute a quorum
for purposes of taking testimony and receiving evidence. One-third
of the Members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum for
conducting business, except for (1) reporting a measure or rec-
ommendation; (2) closing Committee meetings to the public, pursu-
ant to Committee Rule IV; (3) any other action for which an actual
majority quorum is required by any rule of the House of Represent-
atives or by law. The Chairman’s staff shall consult with the Rank-
ing Minority Member’s staff when scheduling meetings and hear-
ings, to ensure that a quorum for any purpose will include at least
one Minority Member of the Committee.
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RULE 10.—DECORUM

(A) Breaches of Decorum.—The Chairman may punish breaches
of order and decorum, by censure and exclusion from a hearing or
meeting; and the Committee may cite the offender to the House for
contempt.

(B) Access to Dais.—Access to the dais before, during, and after
a hearing, markup, or other meeting of the Committee shall be lim-
ited to Members and staff of the Committee. Subject to availability
of space on the dais, Committee Members’ personal staff may be
present on the dais during a hearing if their employing Member is
seated on the dais and during a markup or other meeting if their
employing Member is the author of a measure or amendment
under consideration by the Committee, but only during the time
that the measure or amendment is under active consideration by
the Committee, or otherwise at the discretion of the Chairman, or
of the Ranking Minority Member for personal staff employed by a
Minority Member.

(C) Wireless Communications Use Prohibited.—During a hearing,
mark-up, or other meeting of the Committee, ringing or audible
sounds or conversational use of cellular telephones or other elec-
tronic devices is prohibited in the Committee room.

RULE 11.—REFERRALS TO SUBCOMMITTEES

Referral of Bills and Other Matters by Chairman.—Except for
bills and other matters retained by the Chairman for Full Com-
mittee consideration, each bill or other matter referred to the Full
Committee shall be referred by the Chairman to one or more sub-
committees within two weeks of receipt by the Committee. In refer-
ring any measure or matter to a subcommittee, the Chair may
specify a date by which the subcommittee shall report thereon to
the Full Committee. Bills or other matters referred to subcommit-
tees may be reassigned or discharged by the Chairman.

RULE 12.—SUBPOENAS; COUNSEL

(A) Authorization.—The power to authorize and issue subpoenas
is delegated to the Chairman of the Full Committee, as provided
for under clause 2(m)(3)(A)(i) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives. The Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minor-
ity Member prior to issuing any subpoena under such authority. To
the extent practicable, the Chairman shall consult with the Rank-
ing Minority Member at least 24 hours in advance of a subpoena
being issued under such authority, excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and Federal holidays. The Chairman of the Full Committee shall
notify Members of the Committee of the authorization and issuance
of a subpoena under this rule as soon as practicable, but in no
event later than one week after service of such subpoena.

(B) Disclosure.—Provisions may be included in a subpoena with
the concurrence of the Chairman and the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Full Committee, or by the Committee, to prevent the dis-
closure of the Full Committee’s demands for information when
deemed necessary for the security of information or the progress of
an investigation, including but not limited to prohibiting the rev-
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elation by witnesses and their counsel of Full Committee’s inquir-
ies.

(C) Subpoena duces tecum.—A subpoena duces tecum may be
issued whose return to the Committee Clerk shall occur at a time
and place other than that of a regularly scheduled meeting.

(D) Counsel.—When representing a witness or entity before the
Committee in response to a document request, request for tran-
scribed interview, or subpoena from the Committee, or in connec-
tion with testimony before the Committee at a hearing, counsel for
the witness or entity must promptly submit to the Committee a no-
tice of appearance specifying the following: (a) counsel’s name, firm
or organization, and contact information; and (b) each client rep-
resented by the counsel in connection with the proceeding. Submis-
sion of a notice of appearance constitutes acknowledgement that
counsel is authorized to accept service of process by the Committee
on behalf of such client(s), and that counsel is bound by and agrees
to comply with all applicable House and Committee rules and regu-
lations.

RULE 13.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(A) Generally.—Committee staff members are subject to the pro-
visions of clause 9 of House Rule X and must be eligible to be con-
sidered for routine access to classified information.

(B) Staff Assignments.—For purposes of these rules, Committee
staff means the employees of the Committee, detailees, fellows, or
any other person engaged by contract or otherwise to perform serv-
ices for, or at the request of, the Committee. All such persons shall
be either Majority, Minority, or shared staff. The Chairman shall
appoint, supervise, where applicable determine remuneration of,
and may remove Majority staff. The Ranking Minority Member
shall appoint, supervise, where applicable determine remuneration
of, and may remove Minority staff. In consultation with the Rank-
ing Minority Member, the Chairman may appoint, supervise, deter-
mine remuneration of and may remove shared staff that is as-
signed to service of the Committee. The Chairman shall certify
Committee staff appointments, including appointments by the
Ranking Minority Member, as required.

(C) Divulgence of Information.—Prior to the public acknowledge-
ment by the Chairman or the Committee of a decision to initiate
an investigation of a particular person, entity, or subject, no mem-
ber of the Committee staff shall knowingly divulge to any person
any information, including non-classified information, which comes
into his or her possession by virtue of his or her status as a mem-
ber of the Committee staff, if the member of the Committee staff
has a reasonable expectation that such information may alert the
subject of a Committee investigation to the existence, nature, or
substance of such investigation, unless authorized to do so by the
Chairman or the Committee.

RULE 14.—CLASSIFIED AND CONTROLLED UNCLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

(A) Security Precautions.—Committee staff offices, including Ma-
jority and Minority offices, shall operate under strict security pre-
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cautions administered by the Security Officer of the Committee. A
security officer shall be on duty at all times during normal office
hours. Classified documents and controlled unclassified information
(CUD—formerly known as sensitive but unclassified (SBU) infor-
mation—may be destroyed, discussed, examined, handled, re-
viewed, stored, transported and used only in an appropriately se-
cure manner in accordance with all applicable laws, executive or-
ders, and other governing authorities. Such documents may be re-
moved from the Committee’s offices only in furtherance of official
Committee business. Appropriate security procedures, as deter-
mined by the Chairman in consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, shall govern the handling of such documents removed
from the Committee’s offices.

(B) Temporary Custody of Executive Branch Material.—Executive
branch documents or other materials containing classified informa-
tion in any form that were not made part of the record of a Com-
mittee hearing, did not originate in the Committee or the House,
and are not otherwise records of the Committee shall, while in the
custody of the Committee, be segregated and maintained by the
Committee in the same manner as Committee records that are
classified. Such documents and other materials shall be returned to
the Executive branch agency from which they were obtained at the
earliest practicable time.

(C) Access by Committee Staff.—Access to classified information
supplied to the Committee shall be limited to Committee staff
members with appropriate security clearances and a need-to-know,
as determined by the Chairman or Ranking Minority Member, and
under the direction of the Majority or Minority Staff Directors.

(D) Maintaining Confidentiality.—No Committee Member or
Committee staff shall disclose, in whole or in part or by way of
summary, to any person who is not a Committee Member or au-
thorized Committee staff for any purpose or in connection with any
proceeding, judicial or otherwise, any testimony given before the
Committee in executive session except for purposes of obtaining an
official classification of such testimony. Classified information and
controlled unclassified information (CUI) shall be handled in ac-
cordance with all applicable laws, executive orders, and other gov-
erning authorities and consistently with the provisions of these
rules and Committee procedures.

(E) Oath.—Before a Committee Member or Committee staff may
have access to classified information, the following oath (or affirma-
tion) shall be executed:

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose
any classified information received in the course of my
service on the Committee on Homeland Security, except as
authorized by the Committee or the House of Representa-
tives or in accordance with the Rules of such Committee
or the Rules of the House.

Copies of the executed oath (or affirmation) shall be retained by
the Clerk of the Committee as part of the records of the Com-
mittee.

(F) Disciplinary Action.—The Chairman shall immediately con-
sider disciplinary action in the event any Committee Member or
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Committee staff member fails to conform to the provisions of these
rules governing the disclosure of classified or unclassified informa-
tion. Such disciplinary action may include, but shall not be limited
to, immediate dismissal from the Committee staff, criminal referral
to the Justice Department, and notification of the Speaker of the
House. With respect to Minority staff, the Chairman shall consider
such k()lisciplinary action in consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member.

RULE 15.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

(A) Committee Records.— House Rule XI 2(e) is hereby incor-
porated by reference.

(B) Legislative Calendar.—The Clerk of the Committee shall
maintain a printed calendar for the information of each Committee
Member showing any procedural or legislative measures considered
or scheduled to be considered by the Committee, and the status of
such measures and such other matters as the Committee deter-
mines shall be included. The calendar shall be revised from time
to time to show pertinent changes. A copy of such revisions shall
be made available to each Member of the Committee upon request.

(C) Members Right To Access.—Members of the Committee and
of the House shall have access to all official Committee Records.
Access to Committee files shall be limited to examination within
the Committee offices at reasonable times. Access to Committee
Records that contain classified information shall be provided in a
manner consistent with these rules.

(D) Removal of Committee Records.—Files and records of the
Committee are not to be removed from the Committee offices. No
Committee files or records that are not made publicly available
shall be photocopied by any Member.

(E) Executive Session Records.—Evidence or testimony received
by the Committee in executive session shall not be released or
made available to the public unless authorized by the Committee,
a majority being present. Such information may be made available
to appropriate government personnel for purposes of classification.
Members may examine the Committee’s executive session records,
but may not make copies of, or take personal notes from, such
records.

(F) Availability of Committee Records.—The Committee shall
keep a complete record of all Committee action including recorded
votes and attendance at hearings and meetings. Information so
available for public inspection shall include a description of each
amendment, motion, order, or other proposition, including the
name of the Member who offered the amendment, motion, order, or
other proposition, and the name of each Member voting for and
each Member voting against each such amendment, motion, order,
or proposition, as well as the names of those Members present but
not voting. Such record shall be made available to the public at
reasonable times within the Committee offices and also made pub-
licly available in electronic form and posted on the official Com-
mittee web site within 48 hours of such record vote.

(G) Separate and Distinct.—All Committee records and files must
be kept separate and distinct from the office records of the Mem-
bers serving as Chairman and Ranking Minority Member. Records
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and files of Members’ personal offices shall not be considered
records or files of the Committee.

(H) Disposition of Committee Records.—At the conclusion of each
Congress, non-current records of the Committee shall be delivered
to the Archivist of the United States in accordance with Rule VII
of the Rules of the House.

(I) Archived Records.—The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the
House. The Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
of any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the
Rule, to withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the Committee for a determination on the
written request of any member of the Committee. The Chairman
shall consult with the Ranking Minority Member on any commu-
nication from the Archivist of the United States or the Clerk of the
House concerning the disposition of noncurrent records pursuant to
clause 3(b) of the Rule.

RuULE 16. —COMMITTEE RULES

(A) Availability of Committee Rules in Electronic Form.—House
Rule XI 2(a) is hereby incorporated by reference.

(B) Changes to Committee Rules.—These rules may be modified,
amended, or repealed by the Full Committee provided that a notice
in writing of the proposed change has been given to each Member
at least 48 hours prior to the meeting at which action thereon is
to be taken and such changes are not inconsistent with the Rules
of the House of Representatives.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION
FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The Rules of the House are the rules of the Committee so far
as applicable, except that a motion to recess from day to day is a
privileged motion in the Committee.

(b) The Committee is authorized at any time to conduct such in-
vestigations and studies as it may consider necessary or appro-
priate in the exercise of its responsibilities under House Rule X
and, subject to the adoption of expense resolutions as required by
House Rule X, clause 6, to incur expenses (including travel ex-
penses) in connection therewith.

(c) The Committee is authorized to have printed and bound testi-
mony and other data presented at hearings held by the Committee,
and to make such information available to the public. All costs of
stenographic services and transcripts in connection with any meet-
ing or hearing of the Committee shall be paid from the appropriate
House account.

(d) The Committee shall submit to the House, not later than Jan-
uary 2 of each odd-numbered year, a report on the activities of the
committee under House Rules X and XI.

(e) The Committee’s rules shall be made publicly available in
electronic form and published in the Congressional Record not later
than 30 days after the Committee is elected in each odd-numbered
year.

RULE 2.—REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting date of the Committee on House Admin-
istration shall be the second Wednesday of every month when the
House is in session in accordance with Clause 2(b) of House Rule
XI. If the House is not in session on the second Wednesday of a
month, the regular meeting date shall be the third Wednesday of
that month. Additional meetings may be called by the Chair of the
Committee as she or he may deem necessary or at the request of
a majority of the members of the Committee in accordance with
Clause 2(c) of House Rule XI. The determination of the business to
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be considered at each meeting shall be made by the Chair subject
to Clause 2(c) of House Rule XI. A regularly scheduled meeting
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of the Chair, there is
no need for the meeting.

(b) If the Chair is not present at any meeting of the Committee,
the ranking member of the majority party who is present shall pre-
side at the meeting.

(¢) The Chair, in the case of meetings to be conducted by the
Committee shall make public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any meeting to be conducted on any measure or
matter. Such meeting shall not commence earlier than the third
day on which members have notice thereof. If the Chair, with the
concurrence of the ranking minority member, determines that
there is good cause to begin the meeting sooner, or if the Com-
mittee so determines by majority vote, a quorum being present, the
Chair shall make the announcement at the earliest possible date.
The announcement shall promptly be made publicly available in
electronic form and published in the Daily Digest.

(d) The Chair, in the case of meetings to be conducted by the
Committee shall make available on the Committee’s web site the
text of any legislation to be marked up at a meeting at least 24
hours before such meeting (or at the time of an announcement
made within 24 hours of such meeting). This requirement shall also
apply to any resolution or regulation to be considered at a meeting.

RULE 3.—OPEN MEETINGS

As required by Clause 2(g), of House Rule XI, each meeting for
the transaction of business, including the markup of legislation of
the Committee shall be open to the public except when the Com-
mittee in open session and with a quorum present determines by
record vote that all or part of the remainder of the meeting on that
day shall be closed to the public because disclosure of matters to
be considered would endanger national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, or would tend to defame,
degrade or incriminate any person, or otherwise would violate any
law or rule of the House. Provided, however, that no person other
than members of the Committee, and such congressional staff and
such other persons as the Committee may authorize, shall be
present in any business or markup session which has been closed
to the public. To the maximum extent practicable, the Chair shall
cause to be provided audio and video coverage of each hearing or
meeting that allows the public to easily listen to and view the pro-
ceedings and maintain the recordings of such coverage in a manner
that is easily accessible to the public.

RULE 4.—RECORDS AND ROLLCALLS

(a)(1) A record vote shall be held if requested by any member of
the Committee.

(2) The result of each record vote in any meeting of the Com-
mittee shall be made available for inspection by the public at rea-
sonable times at the Committee offices, including a description of
the amendment, motion, order or other proposition; the name of
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each member voting for and against; and the members present but
not voting.

(3) The Chairman shall make the record of the votes on any
question on which a record vote is demanded available on the Com-
mittee’s website not later than 48 hours after such vote is taken
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays). Such record
shall include a description of the amendment, motion, order, or
other proposition, the name of each member voting for and each
member voting against such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition, and the names of those members of the Committee present
but not voting.

(4) The Chairman shall make available on the Committee’s
website not later than 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and legal holidays) after the adoption of any amendment to a meas-
ure or matter the text of such amendment.

(b)(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), the Chairman may postpone
further proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question
of approving any measure or matter or adopting an amendment.
The Chair may resume proceedings on a postponed request at any
time.

(2) In exercising postponement authority under subparagraph (1),
the Chairman shall take all reasonable steps necessary to notify
members on the resumption of proceedings on any postponed
record vote.

(3) When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

(c) All Committee hearings, records, data, charts, and files shall
be kept separate and distinct from the congressional office records
of the member serving as Chair; and such records shall be the
property of the House and all members of the House shall have ac-
cess thereto.

(d) House records of the Committee which are at the National
Archives shall be made available pursuant to House Rule VII. The
Chairman shall notify the ranking minority member of any deci-
sion to withhold a record pursuant to the rule, and shall present
the matter to the Committee upon written request of any Com-
mittee member.

(e) To the maximum extent feasible, the Committee shall make
its publications available in electronic form.

RULE 5.—PROXIES

No vote by any member in the Committee may be cast by proxy.

RULE 6.—POWER T0 SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA POWER

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of its functions and duties
under House Rules X and XI, the Committee is authorized (subject
to subparagraph (b)(1) of this paragraph)—

(1) to sit and act at such times and places within the United
States, whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has
adjourned, and to hold such hearings; and
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(2) to require, by subpoena or otherwise, the attendance and
testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memorandums, papers, documents
and other materials as it deems necessary, including materials
in electronic form. The Chair, or any member designated by
the Chair, may administer oaths to any witness.

(b)(1) A subpoena may be authorized and issued by the Com-
mittee in the conduct of any investigation or series of investiga-
tions or activities, only when authorized by a majority of the mem-
bers voting, a majority being present. The power to authorize and
issue subpoenas under subparagraph (a)(2) may be delegated to the
Chair pursuant to such rules and under such limitations as the
Committee may prescribe. Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by
the Chair or by any member designated by the Committee, and
may be served by any person designated by the Chair or such
member.

(2) Compliance with any subpoena issued by the Committee may
be enforced only as authorized or directed by the House.

RULE 7.—QUORUMS

No measure or recommendation shall be reported to the House
unless a majority of the Committee is actually present. For the
purposes of taking any action other than reporting any measure,
issuance of a subpoena, closing meetings, promulgating Committee
orders, or changing the rules of the Committee, one-third of the
members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum. For purposes
of taking testimony and receiving evidence, two members shall con-
stitute a quorum.

RULE 8.—AMENDMENTS

Any amendment offered to any pending legislation before the
Committee must be made available in written form when requested
by any member of the Committee. If such amendment is not avail-
able in written form when requested, the Chair will allow an ap-
propriate period of time for the provision thereof.

RULE 9.—HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) The Chair, in the case of hearings to be conducted by the
Committee shall make public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any hearing to be conducted on any measure or
matter at least one (1) week before the commencement of that
hearing. If the Chair, with the concurrence of the ranking minority
member, determines that there is good cause to begin the hearing
sooner, or if the Committee so determines by majority vote, a
quorum being present, the Chair shall make the announcement at
the earliest possible date. The clerk of the Committee shall prompt-
ly notify the Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional Record as
soon as possible after such public announcement is made.

(b) Unless excused by the Chair, each witness who is to appear
before the Committee shall file with the clerk of the Committee, at
least 48 hours in advance of his or her appearance, a written state-
ment of his or her proposed testimony and shall limit his or her
oral presentation to a summary of his or her statement.
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(¢) When any hearing is conducted by the Committee upon any
measure or matter, the minority party members on the Committee
shall be entitled, upon request to the Chair by a majority of those
minority members before the completion of such hearing, to call
witnesses selected by the minority to testify with respect to that
measure or matter during at least one day of hearings thereon.

(d) Reserved.

(e) Committee members may question witnesses only when they
have been recognized by the Chair for that purpose, and only for
a 5-minute period until all members present have had an oppor-
tunity to question a witness. The 5-minute period for questioning
a witness by any one member can be extended as provided by
House Rules. The questioning of a witness in Committee hearings
shall be initiated by the Chair, followed by the ranking minority
member and all other members alternating between the majority
and minority. In recognizing members to question witnesses in this
fashion, the Chair shall take into consideration the ratio of the ma-
jority to minority members present and shall establish the order of
recognition for questioning in such a manner as not to disadvan-
tage the members of the majority. The Chair may accomplish this
by recognizing two majority members for each minority member
recognized.

(f) The following additional rules shall apply to hearings of the
Committee as applicable:

(1) The Chair at a hearing shall announce in an opening
statement the subject of the investigation.

(2) A copy of the Committee rules and this clause shall be
made available to each witness as provided by clause 2(k)(2) of
Rule XI.

(8) Witnesses at hearings may be accompanied by their own
counsel for the purpose of advising them concerning their con-
stitutional rights.

(4) The Chair may punish breaches of order and decorum,
and of professional ethics on the part of counsel, by censure
and exclusion from the hearings; and the Committee may cite
the offender to the House for contempt.

(5) If the Committee determines that evidence or testimony
at a hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any
person, it shall—

(A) afford such person an opportunity voluntarily to ap-
pear as a witness;

(B) receive such evidence or testimony in executive ses-
sion; and

(C) receive and dispose of requests from such person to
subpoena additional witnesses.

(6) Except as provided in subparagraph (f)(5), the Chair shall
receive and the Committee shall dispose of requests to sub-
poena additional witnesses.

(7) No evidence or testimony taken in executive session may
be released or used in public sessions without the consent of
the Committee.

(8) In the discretion of the Committee, witnesses may submit
brief and pertinent sworn statements in writing for inclusion
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in the record. The Committee is the sole judge of the perti-
nence of testimony and evidence adduced at its hearing.

(9) A witness may obtain a transcript copy of his testimony
given at a public session or, if given at an executive session,
when authorized by the Committee.

RULE 10.—PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING MEASURES OR MATTERS

(a)(1) It shall be the duty of the Chair to report or cause to be
reported promptly to the House any measure approved by the Com-
mittee and to take or cause to be taken necessary steps to bring
the matter to a vote.

(2) In any event, the report of the Committee on a measure
which has been approved by the Committee shall be filed within
7 calendar days (exclusive of days on which the House is not in ses-
sion) after the day on which there has been filed with the clerk of
the Committee a written request, signed by a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee, for the reporting of that measure. Upon the
filing of any such request, the clerk of the Committee shall trans-
mit immediately to the Chair notice of the filing of that request.

(b)(1) No measure or recommendation shall be reported to the
House unless a majority of the Committee is actually present.

(2) With respect to each record vote on a motion to report any
measure or matter of a public character, and on any amendment
offered to the measure or matter, the total number of votes cast for
and against, and the names of those members voting for and
against, shall be included in the Committee report on the measure
or matter.

(c) The report of the Committee on a measure or matter which
has been approved by the Committee shall include the matters re-
quired by Clause 3(c) of Rule XIII of the Rules of the House.

(d) If, at the time any measure or matter is ordered reported
by the Committee, any member of the Committee gives notice of in-
tention to file supplemental, minority, additional, or dissenting
views, that member shall be entitled to not less than two additional
calendar days after the day of such notice, commencing on the day
on which the measure or matter(s) was approved, excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, and legal holidays, in which to file such views, in
writing and signed by that member, with the clerk of the Com-
mittee. All such views so filed by one or more members of the Com-
mittee shall be included within, and shall be a part of, the report
filed by the Committee with respect to that measure or matter. The
report of the Committee upon that measure or matter shall be
printed in a single volume which—

(1) shall include all supplemental, minority, additional or
dissenting views, in the form submitted, by the time of the fil-
ing of the report, and

(2) shall bear upon its cover a recital that any such supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting views (and any ma-
terial submitted under subparagraph (c)) are included as part
of the report. This subparagraph does not preclude—

(A) the immediate filing or printing of a Committee re-
port unless timely request for the opportunity to file sup-
plemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views has
been made as provided by paragraph (c); or
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(B) the filing of any supplemental report upon any meas-
ure or matter which may be required for the correction of
any technical error in a previous report made by the Com-
mittee upon that measure or matter.

(3) shall, when appropriate, contain the documents required
by Clause 3(e) of Rule XIII of the Rules of the House.

(e) The Chair, following consultation with the ranking minority
member, is directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII
of the Rules of the House, relating to going to conference with the
Senate, whenever the Chair considers it appropriate.

(f) If hearings have been held on any such measure or matter so
reported, the Committee shall make every reasonable effort to have
such hearings published and available to the members of the House
prior to the consideration of such measure or matter in the House.

(g) The Chair may designate any majority member of the Com-
mittee to act as “floor manager” of a bill or resolution during its
consideration in the House.

RULE 11.—COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT

The Committee shall conduct oversight of matters within the ju-
risdiction of the Committee in accordance with House Rule X,
clause 2 and clause 4. Not later than February 15 of the first ses-
sion of a Congress, the Committee shall, in a meeting that is open
to the public and with a quorum present, adopt its authorization
and oversight plan for that Congress in accordance with House
Rule X, clause 2(d).

RULE 12.—REVIEW OF CONTINUING PROGRAMS; BUDGET ACT
PROVISIONS

(a) The Committee shall, in its consideration of all bills and joint
resolutions of a public character within its jurisdiction, ensure that
appropriation for continuing programs and activities of the Federal
Government will be made annually to the maximum extent feasible
and consistent with the nature, requirement, and objectives of the
programs and activities involved. For the purposes of this para-
graph a Government agency includes the organizational units of
government listed in Clause 4(e) of Rule X of House Rules.

(b) The Committee shall review, from time to time, each con-
tinuing program within its jurisdiction for which appropriations are
not made annually in order to ascertain whether such program
could be modified so that appropriations therefore would be made
annually.

(¢) The Committee shall, on or before February 25 of each year,
submit to the Committee on the Budget (1) its views and estimates
with respect to all matters to be set forth in the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for the ensuing fiscal year which are within its
jurisdiction or functions, and (2) an estimate of the total amounts
of new budget authority, and budget outlays resulting there from,
to be provided or authorized in all bills and resolutions within its
jurisdiction which it intends to be effective during that fiscal year.

(d) As soon as practicable after a concurrent resolution on the
budget for any fiscal year is agreed to, the Committee (after con-
sulting with the appropriate committee or committees of the Sen-
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ate) shall subdivide any allocation made to it in the joint explana-
tory statement accompanying the conference report on such resolu-
tion, and promptly report such subdivisions to the House, in the
manner provided by section 302 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974.

(e) Whenever the Committee is directed in a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget to determine and recommend changes in laws,
bills, or resolutions under the reconciliation process it shall
promptly make such determination and recommendations, and re-
port a reconciliation bill or resolution (or both) to the House or sub-
mit such recommendations to the Committee on the Budget, in ac-
cordance with the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

RULE 13.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

Whenever any hearing or meeting conducted by the Committee
is open to the public, those proceedings shall be open to coverage
by television, radio, and still photography, as provided in Clause 4
of House Rule XI, subject to the limitations therein. Operation and
use of any Committee Internet broadcast system shall be fair and
nonpartisan and in accordance with Clause 4(b) of rule XI and all
other applicable rules of the Committee and the House.

RULE 14.—COMMITTEE STAFF

The staff of the Committee on House Administration shall be ap-
pointed as follows:

(a) The staff shall be appointed by the Chair except as provided
in paragraph (b), and may be removed by the Chair, and shall work
under the general supervision and direction of the Chair;

(b) All staff provided to the minority party members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed by the ranking minority member, and
may be removed by the ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee, and shall work under the general supervision and direction
of such member;

(c) The appointment of all professional staff shall be subject to
the approval of the Committee as provided by, and subject to the
provisions of, clause 9 of Rule X of the Rules of the House;

(d) The Chair shall fix the compensation of all staff of the Com-
mittee, after consultation with the ranking minority member re-
garding any minority party staff, within the budget approved for
such purposes for the Committee.

RULE 15.—TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF

(a) Consistent with the primary expense resolution and such ad-
ditional expense resolutions as may have been approved, the provi-
sions of this rule shall govern travel of Committee members and
staff. Travel for any member or any staff member shall be paid
only upon the prior authorization of the Chair or her or his des-
ignee. Travel may be authorized by the Chair for any member and
any staff member in connection with the attendance at hearings
conducted by the Committee and meetings, conferences, and inves-
tigations which involve activities or subject matter under the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Committee. Before such authorization is
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given there shall be submitted to the Chair in writing the fol-
lowing:

(1) The purpose of the travel,

(2) The dates during which the travel will occur;

(8) The locations to be visited and the length of time to be
spent in each; and

(4) The names of members and staff seeking authorization.

(b)(1) In the case of travel outside the United States of members
and staff of the Committee for the purpose of conducting hearings,
investigations, studies, or attending meetings and conferences in-
volving activities or subject matter under the legislative assign-
ment of the committee, prior authorization must be obtained from
the Chair. Before such authorization is given, there shall be sub-
mitted to the Chair, in writing, a request for such authorization.
Each request, which shall be filed in a manner that allows for a
reasonable period of time for review before such travel is scheduled
to begin, shall include the following:

(A) the purpose of the travel,

(B) the dates during which the travel will occur;

(C) the names of the countries to be visited and the length
of time to be spent in each,;

(D) an agenda of anticipated activities for each country for
which travel is authorized together with a description of the
purpose to be served and the areas of committee jurisdiction
involved; and

(E) the names of members and staff for whom authorization
is sought.

(2) At the conclusion of any hearing, investigation, study, meet-
ing or conference for which travel outside the United States has
been authorized pursuant to this rule, members and staff attending
meetings or conferences shall submit a written report to the Chair
covering the activities and other pertinent observations or informa-
tion gained as a result of such travel.

(¢) Members and staff of the Committee performing authorized
travel on official business shall be governed by applicable laws, res-
olutions, or regulations of the House and of the Committee on
House Administration pertaining to such travel.

RULE 16.
Reserved.
RULE 17.
Reserved.
RULE 18.—OTHER PROCEDURES AND REGULATIONS

The Chair may establish such other procedures and take such ac-
tions as may be necessary to carry out the foregoing rules or to fa-
cilitate the effective operation of the committee.
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RULE 19.—DESIGNATION OF CLERK OF THE COMMITTEE

For the purposes of these rules and the Rules of the House of
Representatives, the staff director of the Committee shall act as
the clerk of the Committee.
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RULES oF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY FOR THE 115TH
CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL

The Rules of the House of Representatives are the rules of the
Committee on the Judiciary and its Subcommittees with the fol-
lowing specific additions thereto.

RULE 2.—COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting day of the Committee on the Judiciary
for the conduct of its business shall be on Wednesday of each week
while the House is in session.

(b) Additional meetings may be called by the Chairman and a
regular meeting of the Committee may be dispensed with when, in
the judgment of the Chairman, there is no need therefor.

(¢) The Chairman shall furnish each Member of the Committee
or Subcommittee with the date, place, and a list of bills and sub-
jects to be considered at a Committee or Subcommittee meeting,
which may not commence earlier than the third day on which
Members have notice thereof (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and
legal holidays when the House is not in session).

(173)
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(d) At least 48 hours prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of legislation, the text of such legislation shall be made
publicly available in electronic form.

(e) In an emergency that does not reasonably allow for the notice
as requirements in (¢) and (d), the Chairman may waive the notice
Eequirements with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Mem-

er.

(f) To the maximum extent practicable, amendments to a meas-
ure or matter shall be submitted in writing or electronically to the
designee of both the Chairman and Ranking Member at least 24
hours prior to the consideration of the measure or matter. The
Chairman may use his discretion to give priority to amendments
submitted in advance.

(g) Committee and Subcommittee meetings for the transaction of
business, i.e. meetings other than those held for the purpose of tak-
ing testimony, shall be open to the public except when the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee determines by majority vote to close the
meeting because disclosure of matters to be considered would en-
danger national security, would compromise sensitive law enforce-
ment information, or would tend to defame, degrade or incriminate
any person or otherwise would violate any law or rule of the House.

(h) Every motion made to the Committee and entertained by the
Chairman shall be reduced to writing upon demand of any Mem-
ber, and a copy made available to each Member present.

(i) For purposes of taking any action at a meeting of the full
Committee or any Subcommittee thereof for which a majority is not
required, a quorum shall be constituted by the presence of not less
than one-third of the Members of the Committee or Subcommittee,
respectively.

(J)(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), the Chairman may postpone
further proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question
of approving any measure or matter or adopting an amendment.
The Chairman may resume proceedings on a postponed request at
any time.

(2) In exercising postponement authority under subparagraph (1),
the Chairman shall take all reasonable steps necessary to notify
Members on the resumption of proceedings on any postponed
record vote.

(3) When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

(k) Transcripts of markups shall be recorded and may be pub-
lished in the same manner as hearings before the Committee.

(1) Without further action of the Committee, the Chairman is di-
rected to offer a motion under clause 1 of rule XXII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives whenever the Chairman considers
it appropriate.

RULE 3.—HEARINGS

(a) The Committee Chairman or any Subcommittee Chairman
shall make public announcement of the date, place, and subject
matter of any hearing to be conducted by it on any measure or
matter at least one week before the commencement of that hearing.
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If the Chairman of the Committee, or Subcommittee, with the con-

currence of the Ranking Minority Member, determines there is

good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if the Committee or Sub-

committee so determines by majority vote, a quorum being present

for the transaction of business, the Chairman or Subcommittee

ghairman shall make the announcement at the earliest possible
ate.

(b) Committee and Subcommittee hearings shall be open to the
public except when the Committee or Subcommittee determines by
majority vote to close the meeting because disclosure of matters to
be considered would endanger national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, or would tend to defame,
degrade or incriminate any person or otherwise would violate any
law or rule of the House.

(c) For purposes of taking testimony and receiving evidence be-
fore the Committee or any Subcommittee, a quorum shall be con-
stituted by the presence of two Members.

(d) In the course of any hearing each Member shall be allowed
five minutes for the interrogation of a witness until such time as
each Member who so desires has had an opportunity to question
the witness.

(e) The transcripts of those hearings conducted by the Committee
which are decided to be printed shall be published in verbatim
form, with the material requested for the record inserted at that
place requested, or at the end of the record, as appropriate. Indi-
viduals, including Members of Congress, whose comments are to be
published as part of a Committee document shall be given the op-
portunity to verify the accuracy of the transcription in advance of
publication. Any requests by those Members, staff or witnesses to
correct any errors other than errors in the transcription, or dis-
puted errors in transcription, shall be appended to the record, and
the appropriate place where the change is requested will be
footnoted. Prior to approval by the Chairman of hearings conducted
jointly with another congressional Committee, a memorandum of
understanding shall be prepared which incorporates an agreement
for the publication of the verbatim transcript.

RULE 4.—SUBPOENAS

(a) A subpoena may be authorized and issued by the Chairman,
in accordance with clause 2(m) of rule XI of the House of Rep-
resentatives, in the conduct of any investigation or activity or se-
ries of investigations or activities within the jurisdiction of the
Committee, following consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member.

(b) In addition, a subpoena may be authorized and issued by the
Committee or its Subcommittees in accordance with clause 2(m) of
rule XI of the House of Representatives, in the conduct of any in-
vestigation or activity or series of investigations or activities, when
authorized by a majority of the Members voting, a majority of the
Committee or Subcommittee being present. Authorized subpoenas
shall be signed by the Chairman or by any Member designated by
the Committee.

(c) At least two business days before issuing any subpoena pursu-
ant to subsection (a), the Chair shall consult with the Ranking
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Member regarding the authorization and issuance of such sub-
poena, and the Chair shall provide a full copy of the proposed sub-
poena, including any proposed document schedule, at that time.

(d) The requirements of subsection (c) may be waived in the
event of an emergency that does not reasonably allow for advance
written notice.

RULE 5.—BROADCASTING

Whenever a hearing or meeting conducted by the Committee or
any Subcommittee is open to the public, those proceedings shall be
open to coverage by television, radio and still photography subject
to the requirements of clause 4 of Rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives.

RULE 6.—STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) The full Committee shall have jurisdiction over: copyright,
and other such matters as determined by the Chairman, and rel-
evant oversight.

(b) There shall be five standing Subcommittees of the Committee
on the Judiciary, with jurisdictions as follows:

1. Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice shall
have jurisdiction over the following subject matters: constitu-
tional amendments, constitutional rights, Federal civil rights,
claims against the United States, non-immigration private
claims bills, ethics in government, tort liability, including med-
ical malpractice and product liability, legal reform generally,
other appropriate matters as referred by the Chairman, and
relevant oversight.

2. Subcommittee on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the
Internet shall have jurisdiction over the following subject mat-
ters: Administration of U.S. Courts, Federal Rules of Evidence,
Civil and Appellate Procedure, judicial ethics, patent and
trademark law, information technology, other appropriate mat-
ters as referred to by the Chairman, and relevant oversight.

3. Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security,
and Investigations shall have jurisdiction over the following
subject matters: Federal Criminal Code, drug enforcement,
sentencing, parole and pardons, internal and homeland secu-
rity, Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, prisons, criminal
law enforcement, and other appropriate matters as referred by
the Chairman, and relevant oversight.

4. Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security shall
have jurisdiction over the following subject matters: immigra-
tion and naturalization, border security, admission of refugees,
treaties, conventions and international agreements, Federal
charters of incorporation, private immigration bills, non-border
immigration enforcement, other appropriate matters as re-
ferred by the Chairman, and relevant oversight.

5. Subcommittee on Regulatory Reform, Commercial and
Antitrust Law shall have jurisdiction over the following subject
matters: bankruptcy and commercial law, bankruptcy judge-
ships, administrative law, independent counsel, state taxation
affecting interstate commerce, interstate compacts, antitrust
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matters, other appropriate matters as referred by the Chair-
man, and relevant oversight.

(¢c) The Chairman of the Committee and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber thereof shall be ex officio Members, but not voting Members,
of each Subcommittee to which such Chairman or Ranking Minor-
ity Member has not been assigned by resolution of the Committee.
Ex officio Members shall not be counted as present for purposes of
constituting a quorum at any hearing or meeting of such Sub-
committee.

RULE 7.—POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUBCOMMITTEES

Each Subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive
evidence, and report to the full Committee on all matters referred
to it or under its jurisdiction. Subcommittee chairmen shall set
dates for hearings and meetings of their respective Subcommittees
after consultation with the Chairman and other Subcommittee
chairmen with a view toward avoiding simultaneous scheduling of
full Committee and Subcommittee meetings or hearings whenever
possible.

RULE 8.—NON-LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

No report of the Committee or Subcommittee which does not ac-
company a measure or matter for consideration by the House shall
be published unless all Members of the Committee or Sub-
committee issuing the report shall have been apprised of such re-
port and given the opportunity to give notice of intention to file
supplemental, additional, or dissenting views as part of the report.
In no case shall the time in which to file such views be less than
three calendar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and legal holi-
days when the House is not in session).

RULE 9.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use ac-
cording to the Rules of the House. The Chairman shall notify the
Ranking Minority Member of any decision to withhold a record oth-
erwise available, and the matter shall be presented to the Com-
mittee for a determination on the written request of any Member
of the Committee.

RULE 10.—OFFI1CcIAL COMMITTEE WEBSITE

(a) The Chairman shall maintain an official website on behalf of
the Committee for the purpose of furthering the Committee’s legis-
lative and oversight responsibilities, including communicating in-
formation about the Committee’s activities to Committee Members
and other Members of the House.

(b) The Chairman shall make the record of the votes on any
question on which a record vote is demanded in the full Committee
available on the Committee’s official website not later than 48
hours after such vote is taken. Such record shall identify or de-
scribe the amendment, motion, order, or other proposition, the
name of each Member voting for and each Member voting against
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such amendment, motion, order, or proposition, and the names of
the Members voting present.

(c) Not later than 24 hours after the adoption of any amendment
to a measure or matter considered by the Committee or its Sub-
committees, the Chairman shall make the text of each such amend-
ment publicly available in electronic form.

(d) Not later than 3 days after the conclusion of a Committee
meeting, the transcript of such meeting and the text of all amend-
ments offered shall be made available on the Committee website.

(e) The Ranking Member is authorized to maintain a similar offi-
cial website on behalf of the Committee Minority for the same pur-
pose, including communicating information about the activities of
the Minority to Committee Members and other Members of the
House.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON NATRUAL RESOURCES FOR
THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—RULES OF THE HOUSE; VICE CHAIRMEN

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—

(1) The Rules of the House of Representatives, so far as they
are applicable, are the rules of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources (hereinafter in these rules referred to as the “Com-
mittee”) and its Subcommittees.

(2) Each Subcommittee is part of the Committee and is sub-
ject to the authority, direction and rules of the Committee. Ref-
erences in these rules to “Committee” and “Chairman” shall
apply to each Subcommittee and its Chairman wherever appli-

cable.

(3) House Rule XI is incorporated and made a part of the

rules of the Committee to the extent applicable.
(b) Vice Chairmen.—Unless inconsistent with other rules, the
Chairman shall appoint Vice Chairmen of the Committee and the

Subcommittees. If the

Chairman of the

Committee or Sub-

committee is not present at any meeting of the Committee or Sub-
(179)
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committee, as the case may be, the Vice Chairman shall preside.
If the Vice Chairman is not present, the Ranking Member of the
Majority party on the Committee or Subcommittee who is present
shall preside at that meeting.

RULE 2.—MEETINGS IN GENERAL

(a) Scheduled Meetings.—The Committee shall meet at 10 a.m.
the first Wednesday of each month when the House is in session
if so noticed by the Chairman under Committee Rule 3(a). The
Committee shall also meet at the call of the Chairman subject to
advance notice to all Members of the Committee. Special meetings
shall be called and convened by the Chairman as provided in
clause 2(c)(1) of House Rule XI. Any Committee meeting or hearing
that conflicts with a party caucus, conference, or similar party
meeting shall be rescheduled at the discretion of the Chairman, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority Member. The Committee
may not sit during a joint session of the House and Senate or dur-
ing a recess when a joint meeting of the House and Senate is in
progress.

(b) Open Meetings.—Each meeting for the transaction of busi-
ness, including the markup of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a Subcommittee shall be open to the public, except
as provided by clause 2(g) and clause 2(k) of House Rule XI.

(¢) Broadcasting.—Whenever a meeting for the transaction of
business, including the markup of legislation, or a hearing is open
to the public, that meeting or hearing shall be open to coverage by
television, radio, and still photography in accordance with clauses
2(a)(1) and 4 of House Rule XI. The provisions of clause 4(f) of
House Rule XI are specifically made part of these rules by ref-
erence. To the maximum extent practicable, the Committee shall
provide audio and visual coverage of each hearing or meeting for
the transaction of business in a manner that allows the public to
easily listen to and view the proceedings, and maintain the record-
ings of such coverage in a manner that is easily accessible to the
public. Operation and use of any Committee Internet broadcast sys-
tem shall be fair and nonpartisan and in accordance with clause
4(b) of House Rule XI and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

(d) Authorization and QOversight Plan.—No later than February
15 of the first session of each Congress, the Committee shall adopt
its authorization and oversight plan for that Congress in accord-
ance with clause 2(d) of House Rule X.

RULE 3.—MEETING AND HEARING PROCEDURES IN GENERAL

(a) Notice and Information for Members and the Public.—

(1) The Chairman shall publicly announce the date, place
and subject matter of a Committee hearing or meeting in ac-
cordance with clause 2(g)(3) of House Rule XI.

(2) A hearing or meeting may begin sooner if the Chairman,
with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority Member, deter-
mines that there is good cause to begin the meeting or hearing
sooner, or if the Committee so determines by majority vote. In
these cases, the Chairman shall publicly announce the meeting
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or hearing at the earliest possible time. The Committee shall
promptly notify the Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional
Record and shall promptly make publicly available in elec-
tronic form the appropriate information as soon as possible
after the public announcement is made.

(8) To the extent practicable, a background memorandum
prepared by the Majority staff summarizing the major provi-
sions of any bill being considered by the Committee, including
the need for the bill and its effect on current law, will be avail-
able for the Members of the Committee and the public no later
than 48 hours before the meeting.

(b) Public Availability of Markup Text.—At least 24 hours prior
to the markup of any legislation (or at the time of an announce-
ment under paragraph (a)(2) above made within 24 hours before
such meeting), the Chairman shall cause the text of such legisla-
tion to be made publicly available in electronic form.

(c) Meetings and Hearings to Begin Promptly.—Each meeting or
hearing of the Committee shall begin promptly at the time stipu-
lated in the public announcement of the meeting or hearing.

(d) Addressing the Committee.—A Committee Member may ad-
dress the Committee or a Subcommittee on any bill, motion, or
other matter under consideration or may question a witness at a
hearing only when recognized by the Chairman for that purpose.
The time a Member may address the Committee or Subcommittee
for any purpose or to question a witness shall be limited to five
minutes, except as provided in Committee Rule 4(f). A Member
shall limit his remarks to the subject matter under consideration.
The Chairman shall enforce the preceding provision.

(e) Quorums.—

(1) A majority of the Members of the Committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the reporting of any measure or rec-
ommendation, the authorizing of a subpoena, the closing of any
meeting or hearing to the public under clause 2(g)(1), clause
2(g)(2)(A) and clause 2(k)(5)(B) of House Rule XI, and the re-
leasing of executive session materials under clause 2(k)(7) of
House Rule X. Testimony and evidence may be received at any
hearing at which there are at least two Members of the Com-
mittee present. For the purpose of transacting all other busi-
ness of the Committee, one-third of the Members shall con-
stitute a quorum.

(2) When a call of the roll is required to ascertain the pres-
ence of a quorum, the offices of all Members shall be notified
and the Members shall have not less than 15 minutes to prove
their attendance. The Chairman shall have the discretion to
waive this requirement when a quorum is actually present or
whenever a quorum is secured and may direct the relevant
Committee Staff to note the names of all Members present
within the 15-minute period.

(f) Participation of Members in Committee and Subcommittees.—
Any Member of the Committee may sit with any Subcommittee
during any meeting or hearing, and by unanimous consent of the
Members of the Subcommittee, may participate in such meeting or
hearing, except that a former Chairman or former Ranking Mem-
ber of the Full Committee may participate without unanimous con-
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sent. However, a Member who is not a Member of the Sub-
committee (including former Full Committee Chairmen or Full
Committee Ranking Members) may not vote on any matter before
the Subcommittee, be counted for purposes of establishing a
quorum or raise points of order.

(g) Proxies.—No vote in the Committee or its Subcommittees may
be cast by proxy.

(h) Record Votes.—Record votes shall be ordered on the demand
of one-fifth of the Members present, or by any Member in the ap-
parent absence of a quorum.

(i) Postponed Record Votes.—

(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Chairman may, after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Member, postpone further
proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question of
approving any measure or matter or adopting an amendment.
The Chairman shall resume proceedings on a postponed re-
quest at any time after reasonable notice, but no later than the
next meeting day.

(2) Notwithstanding any intervening order for the previous
question, when proceedings resume on a postponed question
under paragraph (1), an underlying proposition shall remain
subject to further debate or amendment to the same extent as
when the question was postponed.

(3) This rule shall apply to Subcommittee proceedings.

() Privileged Motions.—A motion to recess from day to day, a mo-
tion to recess subject to the call of the Chairman (within 24 hours),
and a motion to dispense with the first reading (in full) of a bill
or resolution if printed copies are available, are nondebatable mo-
tions of high privilege.

(k) Layover and Copy of Bill.—No measure or recommendation
reported by a Subcommittee shall be considered by the Committee
until two calendar days from the time of Subcommittee action. No
bill shall be considered by the Committee unless a copy has been
delivered to the office of each Member of the Committee requesting
a copy. These requirements may be waived by a majority vote of
the Committee at the time of consideration of the measure or rec-
ommendation.

(1) Access to Dais and Conference Room.—Access to the hearing
rooms’ daises (and to the conference rooms adjacent to the Com-
mittee hearing rooms) shall be limited to Members of Congress and
employees of the Committee during a meeting or hearing of the
Committee, except that Committee Members’ personal staff may be
present on the daises if their employing Member is the author of
a bill or amendment under consideration by the Committee, but
only during the time that the bill or amendment is under active
consideration by the Committee. Access to the conference rooms ad-
jacent to the Committee hearing rooms shall be limited to Members
of Congress and employees of Congress during a meeting or hear-
ing of the Committee.

(m) Cellular Telephones.—The use of cellular telephones is pro-
hibited on the Committee dais or in the Committee hearing rooms
during a meeting or hearing of the Committee.
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(n) Motion to go to Conference with the Senate.—The Chairman
may offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII whenever the
Chairman considers it appropriate.

(o) Materials for Record.—Other than witness questions for the
hearing record, materials must be submitted within 10 business
days following the last day of the hearing or meeting. Witness
questions for the hearing record must be submitted to the relevant
Full Committee Staff or Subcommittee Clerk within 3 business
days following the last day of the hearing. The materials submitted
must address the subject matter of the hearing or meeting. Only
a Member of the Committee or an invited witness may submit ma-
terials for inclusion in the hearing or meeting record.

RULE 4 —HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) Written Statement; Oral Testimony.—Each witness who is to
appear before the Committee or a Subcommittee shall file with the
relevant Full Committee Staff or Subcommittee Clerk, at least two
working days before the day of his or her appearance, a written
statement of their proposed testimony. Each witness shall limit his
or her oral presentation to a five-minute summary of the written
statement, unless the Chairman, in consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, extends this time period. Subject to the approval
of the Committee, the Chairman may waive oral testimony of any
witness who has submitted written testimony for the record. In ad-
dition, a witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity shall in-
clude a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any Federal grants or
contracts, or contracts or payments originating with a foreign gov-
ernment, received during the current calendar year or either of the
previous two calendar years by the witness or by the entity rep-
resented by the witness and related to the subject matter of the
hearing. The disclosure shall include the amount and source of
each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract
thereof) related to the subject matter of the hearing and the
amount and country of origin of any payment or contract related
to the subject matter of the hearing originating with a foreign gov-
ernment. Failure to comply with these disclosure requirements
may result in the exclusion of the written testimony from the hear-
ing record and/or the barring of an oral presentation of the testi-
mony.

(b) Minority Witnesses.—When any hearing is conducted by the
Committee or any Subcommittee upon any measure or matter, the
Minority party Members on the Committee or Subcommittee shall
be entitled, upon request to the Chairman by a majority of those
Minority Members before the completion of the hearing, to call wit-
nesses selected by the Minority to testify with respect to that meas-
ure or matter during at least one day of hearings thereon.

(¢) Information for Members.—After announcement of a hearing,
the Committee shall make available as soon as practicable to all
Members of the Committee a tentative witness list and to the ex-
tent practicable the Majority staff shall make publicly available a
memorandum explaining the subject matter of the hearing (includ-
ing relevant legislative reports and other necessary material). In
addition, the Chairman shall make available to the Members of the
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Committee any official reports from departments and agencies on
the subject matter as they are received.

(d) Subpoenas.—The Committee or a Subcommittee may author-
ize and issue a subpoena under clause 2(m) of House Rule XI if au-
thorized by a majority of the Members voting. In addition, the
Chairman of the Committee may authorize and issue subpoenas
during any period of time in which the House of Representatives
has adjourned for more than three days. Subpoenas shall be signed
only by the Chairman of the Committee, or any Member of the
Committee authorized by the Committee, and may be served by
any person designated by the Chairman or Member.

(e) Oaths.—The Chairman of the Committee, the Chairmen of
the Subcommittees or any Member designated by the Chairman
may administer oaths to any witness before the Committee. All
witnesses appearing in hearings may be administered the following
oath by the Chairman or his designee prior to receiving the testi-
mony: “Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the testimony that
you are about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, so help you God?”

(f) Opening Statements; Questioning of Witnesses.—

(1) Opening statements may be made by the Chairman,
Ranking Member, Vice Chair, and Vice Ranking Member only.
If a witness scheduled to testify at any hearing of the Com-
mittee is a constituent of a Member of the Committee, that
Member may be recognized for up to 30 seconds to briefly in-
troduce the witness at the hearing.

(2) The questioning of witnesses in Committee and Sub-
committee hearings shall be initiated by the Chairman, fol-
lowed by the Ranking Minority Member and all other Members
alternating between the Majority and Minority parties. In rec-
ognizing Members to question witnesses, the Chairman shall
take into consideration the ratio of the Majority to Minority
Members present and shall establish the order of recognition
for questioning in a manner so as not to disadvantage the
Members of the Majority or the Members of the Minority. A
motion is in order to allow designated Majority and Minority
party Members to question a witness for a specified period to
be equally divided between the Majority and Minority parties.
This period shall not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(g) Claims of Privilege.—Claims of common-law privileges made
by witnesses in hearings, or by interviewees or deponents in inves-
tigations or inquiries, are applicable only at the discretion of the
Chairman, subject to appeal to the Committee.

RULE 5.—FILING OF COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Duty of Chairman.—Whenever the Committee authorizes the
favorable reporting of a measure from the Committee, the Chair-
man or his designee shall report the same to the House of Rep-
resentatives and shall take all steps necessary to secure its passage
without any additional authority needing to be set forth in the mo-
tion to report each individual measure. In appropriate cases, the
authority set forth in this rule shall extend to moving in accord-
ance with the Rules of the House of Representatives that the
House be resolved into the Committee of the Whole House on the
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State of the Union for the consideration of the measure; and to
moving in accordance with the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives for the disposition of a Senate measure that is substantially
the same as the House measure as reported.

(b) Filing.—A report on a measure which has been approved by
the Committee shall be filed within seven calendar days (exclusive
of days on which the House of Representatives is not in session)
after the day on which there has been filed with the relevant Full
Committee Staff a written request, signed by a majority of the
Members of the Committee, for the reporting of that measure.
Upon the filing with the relevant Full Committee Staff of this re-
quest, the Staff shall transmit immediately to the Chairman notice
of the filing of that request.

(¢) Supplemental, Additional, Dissenting or Minority Views.—Any
Member may, if notice is given by any Member at the time a meas-
ure or matter is approved by the Committee, file supplemental, ad-
ditional, dissenting or minority views. These views must be in writ-
ing and signed by each Member joining therein and be filed with
the Committee Chief Counsel not less than two additional calendar
days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays except
when the House is in session on those days) of the time the bill
or resolution is approved by the Committee. This paragraph shall
not preclude the filing of any supplemental report on any measure
or matter that may be required for the correction of any technical
error in a previous report made by the Committee on that bill or
resolution.

(d) Review by Members.—Each Member of the Committee shall
be given an opportunity to review each proposed Committee report
before it is filed with the Clerk of the House of Representatives.
Nothing in this paragraph extends the time allowed for filing sup-
plemental, additional or minority views under paragraph (c).

(e) Disclaimer.—All Committee or Subcommittee reports printed
and not approved by a majority vote of the Committee or Sub-
committee, as appropriate, shall contain the following disclaimer on
the cover of the report:

“This report has not been officially adopted by the {Committee on
Natural Resources} {Subcommittee} and may not therefore nec-
essarily reflect the views of its Members.”

RULE 6.—ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEES; FULL COMMITTEE
JURISDICTION; BILL REFERRALS

(a) Subcommittees.—There shall be five standing Subcommittees
of the Committee, with the following jurisdiction and responsibil-
ities:

1. Subcommittee on Federal Lands.—

(1) Measures and matters related to the National Park
Sy%tem and its units, including Federal reserved water
rights.

(2) The National Wilderness Preservation System.

(3) Wild and Scenic Rivers System, National Trails Sys-
tem, national heritage areas and other national units es-
tablished for protection, conservation, preservation or rec-
reational development, other than coastal barriers.
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(4) Military parks and battlefields, national cemeteries
administered by the Secretary of the Interior, parks in and
within the vicinity of the District of Columbia and the
erection of monuments to the memory of individuals.

(5) Federal and non-Federal outdoor recreation plans,
programs and administration including the Land and
Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 and the Outdoor
Recreation Act of 1963.

(6) Preservation of prehistoric ruins and objects of inter-
est on the public domain and other historic preservation
programs and activities, including national monuments,
historic sites and programs for international cooperation in
the field of historic preservation.

(7) Matters concerning the following agencies and pro-
grams: Urban Parks and Recreation Recovery Program,
Historic American Buildings Survey, Historic American
Engineering Record, and U.S. Holocaust Memorial.

(8) Public lands generally, including measures or mat-
ters relating to entry, easements, withdrawals, grazing
and Federal reserved water rights.

(9) Forfeiture of land grants and alien ownership, includ-
ing alien ownership of mineral lands.

(10) Cooperative efforts to encourage, enhance and im-
prove international programs for the protection of the envi-
ronment and the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee.

(11) Forest reservations, including management thereof,
created from the public domain.

(12) Public forest lands generally, including measures or
matters related to entry, easements, withdrawals, grazing
and Federal reserved water rights.

(13) Wildlife resources, including research, restoration,
refuges and conservation, and National Wildlife Refuges.

. Subcommittee on Water, Power and Oceans.—

(1) Generation and marketing of electric power from
Federal water projects by Federally chartered or Federal
regional power marketing authorities.

(2) All measures and matters concerning water resources
planning conducted pursuant to the Water Resources Plan-
ning Act, water resource research and development pro-
grams and saline water research and development.

(8) Compacts relating to the use and apportionment of
interstate waters, water rights and major interbasin water
or power movement programs.

(4) All measures and matters pertaining to irrigation
and reclamation projects and other water resources devel-
opment and recycling programs, including policies and pro-
cedures.

(5) Indian water rights and settlements.

(6) Rights of way over public lands for energy-related
transmission.

(7) Fisheries management and fisheries research gen-
erally, including the management of all commercial and
recreational fisheries (including the reauthorization of the
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Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act), interjurisdictional fisheries, international fisheries
agreements, aquaculture, seafood safety, and fisheries pro-
motion.

(8) All matters pertaining to the protection of coastal
and marine environments, estuarine protection, and coast-
al barriers (except coastal zone management).

(9) Oceanography.

(10) Ocean engineering, including materials, technology
and systems.

(11) Marine sanctuaries.

(12) U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea.

(13) All matters regarding Antarctica within the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction.

(14) Sea Grant programs and marine extension services.

(15) Cooperative efforts to encourage, enhance and im-
prove international programs for the protection of the envi-
ronment and the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee.

3. Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.—

(1) All measures and matters concerning the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, except for the activities and programs of
the Water Resources Division or its successor.

(2) All measures and matters affecting geothermal re-
sources.

(3) Conservation of United States uranium supply.

(4) Mining interests generally, including all matters in-
volving mining regulation and enforcement, including the
reclamation of mined lands, the environmental effects of
mining, and the management of mineral receipts, mineral
land laws and claims, long-range mineral programs and
deep seabed mining.

(5) Mining schools, experimental stations and long-range
mineral programs.

(6) Mineral resources on public lands.

(7) Conservation and development of oil and gas re-
sources of the Outer Continental Shelf.

(8) Petroleum conservation on the public lands and con-
servation of the radium supply in the United States.

(9) Measures and matters concerning the transportation
of natural gas from or within Alaska and disposition of oil
transported by the trans-Alaska oil pipeline.

(10) Cooperative efforts to encourage, enhance and im-
prove international programs for the protection of the envi-
ronment and the conservation of natural resources other-
wise within the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee.

(11) Coastal zone management.

4. Subcommittee on Indian, Insular and Alaska Native Af-
fairs.—

(1) Measures relating to the welfare of Native Ameri-
cans, including management of Indian lands in general
and special measures relating to claims which are paid out
of Indian funds.
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(2) All matters regarding the relations of the United
States with Native Americans and Native American tribes,
including special oversight functions under House Rule X.

(3) All matters regarding Native Alaskans.

(4) All matters related to the Federal trust responsibility
to Native Americans and the sovereignty of Native Ameri-
cans.

(5) All matters regarding insular areas of the United
States.

(6) All measures or matters regarding the Freely Associ-
ated States.

(7) All matters regarding Native Hawaiians.

5. Subcommittee on Ouversight and Investigations.—

(1) Primary and general oversight and investigative au-
thority on all activities, policies and programs within the
jurisdiction of the Committee under House Rule X.

(b) Full Committee.—The following measures and matters shall
be retained at the Full Committee:

(1) Environmental and habitat measures of general applica-
bility, including the National Environmental Policy Act and
the Endangered Species Act.

(2) Cooperative efforts to encourage, enhance and improve
international programs for the protection of the environment
and the conservation of natural resources otherwise within the
jurisdiction of the Full Committee under this paragraph.

(3) All other measures and matters retained by the Full
Committee, including those retained under Committee Rule
6(e).

(4) General and continuing oversight and investigative au-
thority over activities, policies and programs within the juris-
diction of the Full Committee.

(¢c) Ex-officio Members.—The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee may serve as ex-officio Members of each
standing Subcommittee to which the Chairman or the Ranking Mi-
nority Member have not been assigned. Ex-officio Members shall
have the right to fully participate in Subcommittee activities but
may not vote and may not be counted in establishing a quorum.

(d) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.—Each Subcommittee is
authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive evidence and report to
the Committee on all matters within its jurisdiction. Each Sub-
committee shall review and study, on a continuing basis, the appli-
cation, administration, execution and effectiveness of those stat-
utes, or parts of statutes, the subject matter of which is within that
Subcommittee’s jurisdiction; and the organization, operation, and
regulations of any Federal agency or entity having responsibilities
in or for the administration of such statutes, to determine whether
these statutes are being implemented and carried out in accordance
with the intent of Congress. Each Subcommittee shall review and
study any conditions or circumstances indicating the need of enact-
ing new or supplemental legislation within the jurisdiction of the
Subcommittee. Each Subcommittee shall have general and con-
tinuing oversight and investigative authority over activities, poli-
cies and programs within the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee.

(e) Referral to Subcommittees; Recall.—
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(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) and for those meas-
ures or matters retained at the Full Committee, every legisla-
tive measure or other matter referred to the Committee shall
be referred to the maximum extent possible to the Sub-
committee of jurisdiction within two weeks of the date of its re-
ferral to the Committee. If any measure or matter is within or
affects the jurisdiction of one or more Subcommittees, the
Chairman may refer that measure or matter simultaneously to
two or more Subcommittees for concurrent consideration or for
consideration in sequence subject to appropriate time limits, or
divide the matter into two or more parts and refer each part
to a Subcommittee.

(2) The Chairman, with the approval of a majority of the Ma-
jority Members of the Committee, may refer a legislative meas-
ure or other matter to a select or special Subcommittee. A leg-
islative measure or other matter referred by the Chairman to
a Subcommittee may be recalled from the Subcommittee for di-
rect consideration by the Full Committee, or for referral to an-
other Subcommittee, provided Members of the Committee re-
ceive one week written notice of the recall and a majority of
the Members of the Committee do not object. In addition, a leg-
islative measure or other matter referred by the Chairman to
a Subcommittee may be recalled from the Subcommittee at any
time by majority vote of the Committee for direct consideration
by the Full Committee or for referral to another Subcommittee.

(f) Consultation.—Each Subcommittee Chairman shall consult
with the Chairman of the Full Committee prior to setting dates for
Subcommittee meetings and hearings with a view towards avoiding
whenever possible conflicting Committee and Subcommittee meet-
ings and hearings.

(g) Vacancy.—A vacancy in the membership of a Subcommittee
shall not affect the power of the remaining Members to execute the
functions of the Subcommittee.

RULE 7.—TASK FORCES, SPECIAL OR SELECT SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Appointment.—The Chairman of the Committee is authorized,
after consultation with the Ranking Minority Member, to appoint
Task Forces, or special or select Subcommittees, to carry out the
duties and functions of the Committee.

(b) Ex-officio Members.—The Chairman and Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee may serve as ex-officio Members of each
Task Force, or special or select Subcommittee if they are not other-
wise members. Ex-officio Members shall have the right to fully par-
ticipate in activities but may not vote and may not be counted in
establishing a quorum.

(¢c) Party Ratios.—The ratio of Majority Members to Minority
Members, excluding ex-officio Members, on each Task Force, spe-
cial or select Subcommittee shall be as close as practicable to the
ratio on the Full Committee.

(d) Temporary Resignation.—A Member can temporarily resign
his or her position on a Subcommittee to serve on a Task Force,
special or select Subcommittee without prejudice to the Member’s
seniority on the Subcommittee.
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(e) Chairman and Ranking Minority Member.—The Chairman of
any Task Force, or special or select Subcommittee shall be ap-
pointed by the Chairman of the Committee. The Ranking Minority
Member shall select a Ranking Minority Member for each Task
Force, or standing, special or select Subcommittee.

RULE 8. —RECOMMENDATION OF CONFEREES

Whenever it becomes necessary to appoint conferees on a par-
ticular measure, the Chairman shall recommend to the Speaker as
conferees those Majority Members, as well as those Minority Mem-
bers recommended to the Chairman by the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber, primarily responsible for the measure. The ratio of Majority
Members to Minority Members recommended for conferences shall
be no greater than the ratio on the Committee.

RULE 9.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a) Segregation of Records.—All Committee records shall be kept
separate and distinct from the office records of individual Com-
mittee Members serving as Chairmen or Ranking Minority Mem-
bers. These records shall be the property of the House and all
Members shall have access to them in accordance with clause
2(e)(2) of House Rule XI.

(b) Availability—The Committee shall make available to the
public for review at reasonable times in the Committee office tran-
scripts of public meetings and hearings, except those that are
unrevised or unedited and intended solely for the use of the Com-
mittee.

(¢) Archived Records.—Records of the Committee which are de-
posited with the National Archives shall be made available for pub-
lic use pursuant to House Rule VII. The Chairman of the Com-
mittee shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of any decision,
pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of House Rule VII, to with-
hold, or to provide a time, schedule or condition for availability of
any record otherwise available. At the written request of any Mem-
ber of the Committee, the matter shall be presented to the Com-
mittee for a determination and shall be subject to the same notice
and quorum requirements for the conduct of business under Com-
mittee Rule 3.

(d) Records of Closed Meetings.—Notwithstanding the other pro-
visions of this rule, no records of Committee meetings or hearings
which were closed to the public pursuant to the Rules of the House
of Representatives shall be released to the public unless the Com-
mittee votes to release those records in accordance with the proce-
dure used to close the Committee meeting.

(e) Classified Materials.—All classified materials shall be main-
tained in an appropriately secured location and shall be released
only to authorized persons for review, who shall not remove the
material from the Committee offices without the written permis-
sion of the Chairman.

(f) Committee Information Available for the Public.—In addition
to any other requirement of these rules or the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Chairman shall cause to be made available
publicly in electronic form the following:
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(1) a record of the votes on any question on which a recorded
vote is taken which shall be posted no later than 24 hours
after the vote is taken that shall include:

(i) a copy of the amendment or a detailed description of
the motion, order or other proposition; and

(i1) the name of each Member voting for and each Mem-
ber voting against such amendment, motion, order, or
proposition, the names of those Members voting present,
and the names of any Member not present.

(2) copies of all amendments adopted in Committee by voice
vote or unanimous consent within 24 hours of the adoption of
the amendment.

(3) the rules of the Committee, once adopted, and any
amendments thereto, in accordance with clause 2(a)(2) of
House Rule XI.

(4) the statements required under the second sentence of
clause 2(g)(5) of House Rule XI, with appropriate redactions to
protect the privacy of the witness, which shall be posted no
later than one day after the witness appears before the Com-
mittee.

RULE 10.—COMMITTEE BUDGET AND EXPENSES

(a) Budget.—At the beginning of each Congress, after consulta-
tion with the Chairman of each Subcommittee and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, the Chairman shall present to the Committee for
its approval a budget covering the funding required for staff, trav-
el, and miscellaneous expenses.

(b) Expense Resolution.—Upon approval by the Committee of
each budget, the Chairman, acting pursuant to clause 6 of House
Rule X, shall prepare and introduce in the House a supporting ex-
pense resolution, and take all action necessary to bring about its
approval by the Committee on House Administration and by the
House of Representatives.

(¢) Amendments.—The Chairman shall report to the Committee
any amendments to each expense resolution and any related
changes in the budget.

(d) Additional Expenses.—Authorization for the payment of addi-
tional or unforeseen Committee expenses may be procured by one
or more additional expense resolutions processed in the same man-
ner as set out under this rule.

(e) Monthly Reports.—Copies of each monthly report, prepared by
the Chairman for the Committee on House Administration, which
shows expenditures made during the reporting period and cumu-
lative for the year, anticipated expenditures for the projected Com-
mittee program, and detailed information on travel, shall be avail-
able to each Member.

RULE 11.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Rules and Policies—Committee staff members are subject to
the provisions of clause 9 of House Rule X, as well as any written
personnel policies the Committee may from time to time adopt.

(b) Majority and Nonpartisan Staff—The Chairman shall ap-
point, determine the remuneration of, and may remove, the legisla-
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tive and administrative employees of the Committee not assigned
to the Minority. The legislative and administrative staff of the
Committee not assigned to the Minority shall be under the general
supervision and direction of the Chairman, who shall establish and
assign the duties and responsibilities of these staff members and
delegate any authority he determines appropriate.

(¢) Minority Staff—The Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee shall appoint, determine the remuneration of, and may re-
move, the legislative and administrative staff assigned to the Mi-
nority within the budget approved for those purposes. The legisla-
tive and administrative staff assigned to the Minority shall be
under the general supervision and direction of the Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the Committee who may delegate any authority the
Ranking Member determines appropriate.

(d) Availability.—The skills and services of all Committee staff
shall be available to all Members of the Committee.

RULE 12.—COMMITTEE TRAVEL

In addition to any written travel policies the Committee may
from time to time adopt, all travel of Members and staff of the
Committee or its Subcommittees, to hearings, meetings, con-
ferences and investigations, including all foreign travel, must be
authorized by the Full Committee Chairman prior to any public no-
tice of the travel and prior to the actual travel. In the case of Mi-
nority staff, all travel shall first be approved by the Ranking Mi-
nority Member. Funds authorized for the Committee under clauses
6 and 7 of House Rule X are for expenses incurred in the Commit-
tee’s activities within the United States.

RULE 13.—CHANGES TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modified, amended, or re-
pealed, by a majority vote of the Committee, provided that written
notice of the proposed change has been provided each Member of
the Committee prior to the meeting date on which the changes are
to be discussed and voted on consistent with Committee Rule 3(a).
A change to the rules of the Committee shall be published in the
Congressional Record no later than 30 days after its approval and
made publicly available in electronic form.

RULE 14.—OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chairman may establish procedures and take actions as may
be necessary to carry out the rules of the Committee or to facilitate
the effective administration of the Committee, in accordance with
the rules of the Committee and the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND
GOVERNMENT REFORM FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Rules of the House.—The Rules of the House are the rules of
the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (“the Com-
mittee”) and its subcommittees so far as applicable.

(b) Application of the Rules.—Except where the terms “the Com-
mittee” and “subcommittee” are specifically referred to, the fol-
lowing rules shall apply to the Committee and its subcommittees
as well as to their respective chairs, ranking minority members,
members, and staff.

RULE 2.—MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings.—The regular meetings of the Committee
shall be held on the second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m.,
when the House is in session. The Chair of the Committee is au-
thorized to dispense with a regular meeting or to change the date
thereof when circumstances warrant.

(b) Additional and Special Meetings.—The Chair of the Com-
mittee may call and convene additional meetings, when cir-
cumstances warrant. A special meeting of the Committee may be
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requested by members of the Committee pursuant to the provisions
of House Rule XI, clause 2(c)(2).

(c) Subcommittee Meetings.—Each subcommittee shall meet at
the call of its chair, subject to Rule 7.

(d) Presiding Member.—The chair of the Committee or a sub-
committee shall preside over each meeting and hearing thereof
(“the presiding member”). If the chair of the Committee or a sub-
committee is not present during a meeting or hearing thereof, the
Vice Chair of the Committee or subcommittee, designated pursuant
to House Rule XI, clause 2(d), shall serve as the presiding member
during the absence of the chair. If the chair and vice chair of the
Committee or a subcommittee are not present during a meeting or
hearing thereof, the ranking member of the majority party on the
Committee or subcommittee who is present shall serve as the pre-
siding member during the absence of the chair and vice chair.

(e) Notice.—The chair of the Committee or a subcommittee shall
announce the date, place, and subject matter of a meeting or hear-
ing pursuant to House Rule XI, clause 2(g)(3)(A).

(f) Agenda.—Every member of the Committee, unless prevented
by unusual circumstances, shall be provided with a memorandum
at least 72 hours before each meeting or hearing explaining: (1) the
purpose of the meeting or hearing; and (2) the names, titles, back-
ground and reasons for appearance of any witnesses. The ranking
minority member shall be responsible for providing the same infor-
mation on witnesses whom the minority may request.

(g) Availability of Text.—To the maximum extent practicable,
amendments to a measure or matter shall be submitted in writing
or electronically to the designee of the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee or a subcommittee at least 24 hours
prior to its consideration of the measure or matter. The chair may
exercise discretion to give priority to amendments submitted in ad-
vance.

RULE 3.—QUORUMS

(a) Generally.—A majority of the members of the Committee or
a subcommittee shall form a quorum for the Committee or sub-
committee, respectively, except that two members shall constitute
a quorum for taking testimony and receiving evidence, and one
third of the members shall form a quorum for taking any action
other than for which the presence of a majority of the Committee
or subcommittee is otherwise required.

(b) Subcommittee Field Hearings.—The Chair of the Committee
may, at the request of a subcommittee chair, make a temporary as-
signment of any member of the Committee to such subcommittee
for the purpose of constituting a quorum at and participating in
any public hearing by such subcommittee to be held outside of
Washington, DC. A member appointed to such temporary positions
shall not be a voting member. The Chair of the Committee shall
give reasonable notice of such temporary assignment to the ranking
minority member of the Committee and of the respective sub-
committee.
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RULE 4.—COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Bills and Resolutions.—Each bill or resolution approved by
the Committee shall be reported by the Chair of the Committee
pursuant to House Rule XIII, clauses 2—4.

(b) Approval of Investigative and Oversight Reports.—Only those
investigative or oversight reports approved by a majority vote of
the Committee at a meeting at which a quorum is present may be
ordered printed, unless otherwise required by the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

(c) Notice of Investigative and QOversight Reports.—A proposed in-
vestigative or oversight report shall not be considered in the Com-
mittee unless the proposed report has been available to the mem-
bers of the Committee for at least three calendar days (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, unless the House is in ses-
sion on such days) before consideration of such proposed report in
the Committee. If a hearing has been held on the matter reported
upon, every reasonable effort shall be made to have such hearing
printed and available to the members of the Committee before the
consideration of the proposed report in the Committee.

(d) Additional Views.—If at the time of approval of a report, a
member of the Committee gives notice of intent to file supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting views any member of
the Committee shall be entitled to file such views following House
Rule XI, clause 2(1) and Rule XIII, clause 3(a)(1).

RULE 5.—RECORD VOTES

(a) Request for Record Vote.—A record vote of the members may
be had upon the request of any member upon approval of a one-
fifth vote of the members present.

(b) Postponement of a Record Vote.—Pursuant to House Rule XI,
clause 2(h)(4), the presiding member at a meeting is authorized to
postpone further proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving a measure or matter or on adopting an
amendment and to resume proceedings on a postponed question at
any time after reasonable notice. When proceedings resume on a
postponed question, notwithstanding any intervening order for the
previous question, an underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same extent as when the
question was postponed. After consultation with the ranking minor-
ity member, the chair shall take reasonable steps to notify mem-
bers on the resumption of proceedings on any postponed record
vote.

RULE 6.—SUBCOMMITTEES; REFERRALS

(a)(1) There shall be six subcommittees of the Committee, with
appropriate party ratios, as follows:

(A) Subcommittee on Government Operations, which shall
have legislative and oversight jurisdiction over government
management and accounting measures; the economy, effi-
ciency, and management of government operations and activi-
ties; procurement; federal property; public information; federal
records; federal civil service; government reorganizations; the
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U.S. Postal Service; the National Archives; the Census Bureau;
and the District of Columbia.

(B) Subcommittee on Healthcare, Benefits, and Administra-
tive Rules, which shall have oversight jurisdiction over health
care policy, administration, and programs; regulatory affairs;
government-wide rules and regulations; financial services; and
the administration and solvency of benefit and entitlement pro-
grams; and legislative jurisdiction over regulatory affairs and
federal paperwork reduction.

(C) Subcommittee on the Interior, Energy, and Environment,
which shall have oversight jurisdiction over energy policy, pub-
lic lands, environmental policy, fish and wildlife, mining, en-
ergy development, pollution, and related regulations.

(D) Subcommittee on Information Technology, which shall
have oversight jurisdiction over information security, including
cybersecurity and federal information security; information
technology policy, management, and procurement; emerging
technologies; intellectual property; telecommunications; and
privacy.

(E) Subcommittee on Intergovernmental Affairs, which shall
have legislative and oversight jurisdiction over the relationship
between the federal government and states and municipalities,
including unfunded mandates, federal regulations, grants, and
programs.

(F) Subcommittee on National Security, which shall have
oversight jurisdiction over national security; homeland secu-
rity; foreign operations, including the relationships between
the United States and international organizations of which the
United States is a member; immigration; defense; and criminal
justice.

(2) In addition, each subcommittee shall have specific responsi-
bility for such other measures or matters as the Chair of the Com-
mittee refers to it.

(3) Each subcommittee with legislative jurisdiction shall review
and study, on a continuing basis, the application, administration,
execution, and effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws, the sub-
ject matter of which is within its general responsibility.

(b) Referrals.—Bills, resolutions, and other matters may be expe-
ditiously referred by the Chair of the Committee to subcommittees,
as appropriate in the determination of the Chair of the Committee,
for consideration or investigation in accordance with subcommit-
tees’ jurisdictions. Bills, resolutions, and other matters referred to
subcommittees may be re-referred or discharged by the Chair of the
Committee when, in the judgment of the Chair, the subcommittee
is not able to complete its work or cannot reach agreement therein.

(¢c) Membership.—The Chair of the Committee shall assign mem-
bers to the subcommittees and shall designate the chair and vice-
chair of each subcommittee. Minority party assignments, including
designation of the ranking minority member of each subcommittee,
shall be made only with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee.

(d) Ex Officio Membership.—The Chair of the Committee and the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee shall be ex officio
members of all subcommittees. They are authorized to vote on sub-
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committee matters; but, unless they are regular members of the
subcommittee, they shall not be counted in determining a sub-
committee quorum other than a quorum for taking testimony.

RULE 7.—SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING AND MEETING PROCEDURE

(a) Generally.—Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold
hearings, receive testimony, markup legislation, and report to the
Committee on any measure or matter referred to it.

(b) During Committee Meetings and Hearings.—No subcommittee
may meet or hold a hearing at the same time as a meeting or hear-
ing of the Committee.

(c) Scheduling.—Each subcommittee chair shall set hearing and
meeting dates only with the approval of the Chair of the Com-
mittee with a view toward assuring the availability of meeting
rooms and avoiding simultaneous scheduling of meetings or hear-
ings.

RULE 8.—STAFF

(a) Employment Authority.—Except as otherwise provided by
House Rule X, clauses 6, 7 and 9, the Chair of the Committee shall
have the authority to hire and discharge employees of the profes-
sional and clerical staff of the Committee and subcommittees.

(b) Duties.—Except as otherwise provided by House Rule X,
clauses 6, 7 and 9, the staff of the Committee and subcommittees
shall be subject to the direction of the Chair of the Committee and
shall perform such duties as the Chair of the Committee may as-
sign.

RULE 9.—HEARINGS

(a) Generally.—Hearings shall be conducted according to the pro-
cedures in House Rule XI, clause 2(k). All questions put to wit-
nesses before the Committee or a subcommittee shall be relevant
to the subject matter before the Committee or subcommittee for
consideration, and the presiding member shall rule on the rel-
evance of any question put to a witness.

(b) Recognition and Order of Questioning.—A member may ques-
tion witnesses only when recognized by the presiding member for
that purpose. In accordance with House Rule XI, clause 2(G)(2), the
five-minute rule shall apply during the questioning of witnesses in
a hearing. The presiding member shall, so far as practicable, recog-
nize alternately based on seniority of those majority and minority
members present at the time the hearing was called to order and
others based on their arrival at the hearing. After that, additional
time may be extended at the direction of the presiding member.

(¢c) Extended Questioning.—The presiding member, or the Com-
mittee or subcommittee by motion, may permit a specified number
of majority and minority members to question a witness for a speci-
fied, total period that is equal for each side and not longer than
thirty minutes for each side.

(d) Staff Questioning.—The presiding member, or the Committee
or subcommittee by motion, may permit Committee or sub-
committee staff of the majority and minority to question a witness
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for a specified, total period that is equal for each side and not
longer than thirty minutes for each side.

(e) Time for Questioning.—Nothing in paragraph (c) or (d) affects
the rights of a member (other than a member designated under
paragraph (c)) to question a witness for 5 minutes in accordance
with paragraph (b). In any extended questioning permitted under
paragraph (c) or (d), the presiding member shall determine how to
allocate the time permitted for extended questioning by majority
members or staff, and the ranking minority member shall deter-
mine how to allocate the time permitted for extended questioning
by minority members or staff.

(f) Witness Statements.—Witnesses appearing before the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall, so far as practicable, submit writ-
ten statements at least 24 hours before their appearance.

(g) Oaths.—The presiding member may administer oaths to any
witness before the Committee or subcommittee. All witnesses ap-
pearing in hearings may be administered the following oath by the
presiding member prior to receiving the testimony: “Do you sol-
emnly swear or affirm that the testimony that you are about to
give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?”

RULE 10.—COMMITTEE RECORDS, OPEN MEETINGS, TRANSPARENCY

(a) Generally.—The Committee and subcommittee staff shall
maintain in the Committee offices a complete record of Committee
and subcommittee actions from the current Congress including a
record of the roll call votes taken at business meetings. The origi-
nal records, or true copies thereof, as appropriate, shall be avail-
able for public inspection whenever the Committee offices are open
for public business. The staff shall assure that such original
records are preserved with no unauthorized alteration, additions,
or defacement.

(b) Transcripts of Proceedings.—A stenographic record of all testi-
mony shall be kept of public hearings and shall be made available
on such conditions as the Chair of the Committee may prescribe.

(c) Open Meetings.—Meetings and hearings shall be open to the
public or closed in accordance with the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(d) Committee Website.—The Chair of the Committee shall main-
tain an official website on behalf of the Committee for the purpose
of furthering the Committee’s legislative and oversight responsibil-
ities, including communicating information about the Committee’s
activities to Committee members and other members of the House.
To the greatest extent practicable, the Chair of the Committee
shall ensure that Committee records are made available on the
Committee’s official website in appropriate formats.

(e) Minority Website.—The Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee is authorized to maintain an official website on behalf
of the minority members of the Committee for the same purpose as
in paragraph (d), including communicating information about the
activities of the minority to Committee members and other mem-
bers of the House.

(f) Archived Records.—The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration shall be made avail-
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able for public use in accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the
House. The Chair shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of any
decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to
withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be pre-
sented to the Committee for a determination on written request of
any member of the Committee.

RULE 11.—AUDIO AND VISUAL COVERAGE OF COMMITTEE
PROCEEDINGS

(a) Generally.—An open meeting or hearing may be covered, in
whole or in part, by television broadcast, radio broadcast, internet
broadcast, and still photography, unless closed subject to the provi-
sions of House Rules. Any such coverage shall conform to the provi-
sions of House Rule XI, clause 4.

(b) Committee Broadcast System.—Use of the Committee Broad-
cast System shall be fair and nonpartisan, and in accordance with
House Rule XI, clause 4(b), and all other applicable rules of the
House and the Committee. Members of the Committee shall have
prompt access to a copy of coverage by the Committee Broadcast
System, to the extent that such coverage is maintained.

(¢) Other Coverage.—Personnel providing coverage of an open
meeting or hearing of the Committee by internet broadcast, other
than through the Committee Broadcast System shall be currently
accredited to the Radio and Television Correspondents’ Galleries. If
the Committee Broadcast System is not available, the Chair of the
Committee may, with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee, direct staff to provide coverage in a
manner that is fair and nonpartisan and in accordance with House
Rule XI, clause 4.

RULE 12.—ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE

The Chair of the Committee shall:

(a) Make available to other committees the findings and rec-
ommendations resulting from the investigations of the Committee,
as required by House Rule X, clause 4(c)(2);

(b) Direct such review and studies on—

(1) the impact or probable impact of tax policies affecting
subjects within the Committee’s jurisdiction, as required by
House Rule X, clause 2(c);

(2) the operation of Government activities at all levels with
a view to determining their economy and efficiency, as required
by House Rule X, clause 3(i);

(3) the effect of laws enacted to reorganize the legislative and
executive branches of the Government, as required by House
Rule X, clause 4(c)(1)(B); and

(4) intergovernmental relationships between the United
States and the States and municipalities and between the
United States and international organizations of which the
United States is a member, as required by House Rule X,
clause 4(c)(1)(C);

(¢) Submit to the Committee on House Administration and the
Committee on Appropriations the Committee’s authorization and
oversight plan as required by House Rule X, clause 2(d);
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(d) Report to the House by March 31 in the first session of Con-
gress, after consultation with the Speaker, the Majority Leader,
and the Minority Leader, the authorization and oversight plans
submitted by committees together with any recommendations that
the Committee or the House leadership group described above may
make to ensure the most effective coordination of authorization and
oversight pans and otherwise achieve the objectives of House Rule
X, clause 2;

(e) Submit to the House such recommendations as the Committee
considers necessary or desirable in connection with the reports of
the Comptroller General, as required by House Rule X, clause
4(c)(1)(A);

(f) Submit to the Committee on the Budget views and estimates
required by House Rule X, clause 4(f), and to file reports with the
House as required by the Congressional Budget Act;

(g) Authorize and issue subpoenas as provided in House Rule XI,
clause 2(m), in the conduct of any investigation or activity or series
of investigations or activities within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee;

(h) Prepare, after consultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Committee, a budget for the Committee;

(i) Make any necessary technical and conforming changes to leg-
islation reported by the Committee upon unanimous consent; and

() Offer motions under clause 1 of Rule XXII of the Rules of the
House (motion to request or agree to a conference) whenever the
Chair of the Committee considers it appropriate.

RULE 13.—CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

(a) Commemorative Stamps.—The determination of the subject
matter of commemorative stamps and new semi-postal issues is
properly for consideration by the Postmaster General and the Com-
mittee will not give consideration to legislative proposals specifying
the subject matter of commemorative stamps and new semi-postal
issues. It is suggested that recommendations for the subject matter
of stamps be submitted to the Postmaster General.

(b) Postal Naming Bills.—The consideration of bills designating
facilities of the United States Postal Service shall be conducted so
as to minimize the time spent on such matters by the Committee
and the House.

(¢) Resolutions.—The Chair of the Committee shall not request to
have scheduled any resolution for consideration under suspension
of the Rules, which expresses appreciation, commends, congratu-
lates, celebrates, recognizes the accomplishments of, or celebrates
the anniversary of, an entity, event, group, individual, institution,
team or government program; or acknowledges or recognizes a pe-
riod of time for such purposes.

RULE 14.—PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) Generally.—The Chair of the Committee is authorized to ap-
point panels or task forces to carry out the duties and functions of
the Committee.
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(b) Ex Officio Membership.—The Chair and Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee may serve as ex-officio members of each
panel or task force established under this Rule.

(¢) Appointment of Leadership.—The chair of any panel or task
force shall be appointed by the Chair of the Committee. The Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Committee shall select a ranking mi-
nority member for each panel or task force.

(d) Application of Rules.—The House and Committee rules appli-
cable to subcommittee meetings, hearings, recommendations, and
reports shall apply to the meetings, hearings, recommendations,
and reports of panels and task forces.

(e) Termination.—No panel or task force appointed under this
Rule shall continue in existence for more than six months. A panel
or task force appointed under this Rule may, upon the expiration
of six months, be reappointed by the chair.

RULE 15.—DEPOSITION AUTHORITY

(a) Generally.—The Chair of the Committee, upon consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee, may order
the taking of depositions, under oath and pursuant to notice or sub-
poena.

(b) Notices.—Notices for the taking of depositions shall specify
the date, time, and place of examination (if other than within the
Committee offices).

(¢) Oaths.—Depositions shall be taken under oath administered
by a member or a person otherwise authorized to administer oaths.

(d) Consultation.—Consultation with the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber of the Committee shall include three business days’ notice be-
fore any deposition is taken. All members shall also receive three
business days’ notice that a deposition has been scheduled.

(e) Attendance.—Witnesses may be accompanied at a deposition
by counsel to advise them of their rights. No one may be present
at depositions except members, Committee staff designated by the
Chair of the Committee or the Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee, an official reporter, the witness, and the witness’s
counsel. Observers or counsel for other persons, or for agencies
under investigation, may not attend.

(f) Requirement of Member Attendance.—At least one member of
the Committee shall be present at each deposition taken by the
Committee, unless—

(1) the witness to be deposed agrees in writing to waive this
requirement; or

(2) the Committee authorizes the taking of a specified depo-
sition pursuant to H. Res. 5 without the presence of a member
of the Committee during a specified period, provided that the
House is not in session on the day of the deposition.

(g) Who May Question.—A deposition shall be conducted by any
member or staff attorney designated by the Chair of the Committee
or Ranking Minority Member of the Committee. When depositions
are conducted by Committee staff attorneys, there shall be no more
than two Committee staff attorneys permitted to question a wit-
ness per round. One of the Committee staff attorneys shall be des-
ignated by the Chair of the Committee and the other by the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Committee. Other Committee staff
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members designated by the Chair of the Committee or Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee may attend, but may not pose
questions to the witness.

(h) Order of Questions.—Questions in the deposition shall be pro-
pounded in rounds, alternating between the majority and minority.
A single round shall not exceed 60 minutes per side, unless the
members or staff attorneys conducting the deposition agree to a dif-
ferent length of questioning. In each round, a member or Com-
mittee staff attorney designated by the Chair of the Committee
shall ask questions first, and the member or Committee staff attor-
ney designated by the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
shall ask questions second.

(i) Objections.—Any objection made during a deposition must be
stated concisely and in a non-argumentative and non-suggestive
manner. The witness may refuse to answer a question only to pre-
serve a privilege. When the witness has objected and refused to an-
swer a question to preserve a privilege, the Chair of the Committee
may rule on any such objection after the deposition has adjourned.
If the Chair of the Committee overrules any such objection and
thereby orders a witness to answer any question to which a privi-
lege objection was lodged, such ruling shall be filed with the clerk
of the Committee and shall be provided to the members and the
witness no less than three days before the reconvened deposition.
If a member of the Committee appeals in writing the ruling of the
Chair, the appeal shall be preserved for Committee consideration.
A deponent who refuses to answer a question after being directed
by the Chair in writing to answer may be subject to sanction, ex-
cept that no sanctions may be imposed if the ruling of the Chair
is reversed by the Committee on appeal.

(G) Record of Testimony.—Committee staff shall ensure that the
testimony is either transcribed or electronically recorded or both. If
a witness’s testimony is transcribed, the witness or the witness’s
counsel shall be afforded an opportunity to review a copy. No later
than five days thereafter, the witness may submit suggested
changes to the Chair of the Committee. Committee staff may make
any typographical and technical changes. Substantive changes,
modifications, clarifications, or amendments to the deposition tran-
script submitted by the witness must be accompanied by a letter
signed by the witness requesting the changes and a statement of
the witness’s reasons for each proposed change. Any substantive
changes, modifications, clarifications, or amendments shall be in-
cluded as an appendix to the transcript conditioned upon the wit-
ness signing the transcript.

(k) Transcription Requirements.—The individual administering
the oath, if other than a member, shall certify on the transcript
that the witness was duly sworn. The transcriber shall certify that
the transcript is a true record of the testimony, and the transcript
shall be filed, together with any electronic recording, with the clerk
of the Committee in Washington, D.C. Depositions shall be consid-
ered to have been taken in Washington, D.C., as well as the loca-
tion actually taken once filed there with the clerk of the Committee
for the Committee’s use. The Chair of the Committee and the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee shall be provided with
a copy of the transcripts of the deposition at the same time.
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(1) Release.—The Chair of the Committee and Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee shall consult regarding the release of
depositions. If either objects in writing to a proposed release of a
deposition or a portion thereof, the matter shall be promptly re-
ferred to the Committee for resolution.

(m) Provision of Rules to Witnesses.—A witness shall not be re-
quired to testify unless the witness has been provided with a copy
of the Committee’s rules.

RULE 16.—WITNESS PROCEDURE

(a) Witness Disclosures.—Witnesses appearing at a hearing of the
Committee or a subcommittee in a non-governmental capacity shall
include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount and
source (by agency and program) of each federal grant (or subgrant
thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof), as well as the amount
and source of payments or contracts originating from foreign gov-
ernments, insofar as they relate to the subject matter of the hear-
ing, received during the current calendar year or either of the two
previous calendar years, by the witness or by an entity represented
by the witness.

(b) Representation by Counsel.—When representing a witness or
entity before the Committee or a subcommittee in response to a re-
quest or subpoena from the Committee, or in connection with testi-
mony before the Committee or a subcommittee, counsel for the wit-
ness or entity must promptly submit to the Committee a notice of
appearance specifying the following: (1) counsel’s name, firm or or-
ganization, bar membership, and contact information including
email; and (2) each client or entity represented by the counsel in
connection with the proceeding.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES FOR THE 115TH
CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) The Rules of the House are the rules of the Committee and
its subcommittees so far as applicable, except that a motion to re-
cess from day to day, and a motion to dispense with the first read-
ing (in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies are available,
are non-debatable privileged motions in the Committee. A proposed
investigative or oversight report shall be considered as read if it
has been available to the members of the Committee for at least
24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except
when the House is in session on such day).

(b) Each subcommittee is a part of the Committee, and is subject
to the authority and direction of the Committee and to its rules so
far as applicable.

(c) The provisions of clause 2 of rule XI of the Rules of the House
are incorporated by reference as the rules of the Committee to the
extent applicable.

(d) The Committee’s rules shall be published in the Congres-
sional Record not later than 30 days after the Committee is elected
in each odd-numbered year.

RULE 2.—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL MEETINGS
REGULAR MEETINGS

(a)(1) The Committee shall regularly meet at 5:00 p.m. on the
first day on which votes are scheduled of each week when the
House is in session.

(2) A regular meeting of the Committee may be dispensed with
if, in the judgment of the Chair, there is no need for the meeting.

(3) Additional regular meetings and hearings of the Committee
may be called by the Chair.
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NOTICE FOR REGULAR MEETINGS

(b) The Chair shall notify in electronic or written form each
member of the Committee of the agenda of each regular meeting
of the Committee at least 48 hours before the time of the meeting
and shall provide to each member of the Committee, at least 24
hours before the time of each regular meeting:

(1) for each bill or resolution scheduled on the agenda for
consideration of a rule, a copy of—
(A) the bill or resolution;
(B) any committee reports thereon; and
(C) any available letter requesting a rule for the bill or
resolution; and
(2) for each other bill, resolution, report, or other matter on
the agenda a copy of—
(A) the bill, resolution, report, or materials relating to
the other matter in question; and
(B) any report on the bill, resolution, report, or any other
matter made by any subcommittee of the Committee.

EMERGENCY MEETINGS

(c)(1) The Chair may call an emergency meeting of the Com-
mittee at any time on any measure or matter which the Chair de-
termines to be of an emergency nature; provided, however, that the
Chair has made an effort to consult the ranking minority member,
or, in such member’s absence, the next ranking minority party
member of the Committee.

(2) As soon as possible after calling an emergency meeting of the
Committee, the Chair shall notify each member of the Committee
of the time and location of the meeting.

(3) To the extent feasible, the notice provided under paragraph
(2) shall include the agenda for the emergency meeting and copies
of available materials which would otherwise have been provided
under subsection (b) if the emergency meeting was a regular meet-
ing.

SPECIAL MEETINGS

(d) Special meetings shall be called and convened as provided in
clause 2(c)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the House.

RULE 3.—MEETING AND HEARING PROCEDURES
IN GENERAL

(a)(1) Meetings and hearings of the Committee shall be called to
order and presided over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence, by
the member designated by the Chair as the Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee, or by the ranking majority member of the Committee
present as Acting Chair.

(2) Meetings and hearings of the Committee shall be open to the
public unless closed in accordance with clause 2(g) of rule XI of the
Rules of the House of Representatives.

(3) Any meeting or hearing of the Committee that is open to the
public shall be open to coverage by television, radio, and still pho-
tography in accordance with the provisions of clause 4 of rule XI
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of the Rules of the House (which are incorporated by reference as
part of these rules).

(4) Before a motion to report a rule is offered, a copy of the lan-
guage recommended shall be furnished to each member of the Com-
mittee.

QUORUM

(b)(1) For the purpose of hearing testimony on requests for rules,
five members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.

(2) For the purpose of taking testimony and receiving evidence on
measures or matters of original jurisdiction before the Committee,
three members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.

(3) A majority of the members of the Committee shall constitute
a quorum for the purposes of: reporting any measure or matter; au-
thorizing a subpoena; closing a meeting or hearing pursuant to
clause 2(g) of rule XI of the Rules of the House (except as provided
in clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B)); or taking any other action.

VOTING

(c)(1) No vote may be conducted on any measure or motion pend-
ing before the Committee unless a majority of the members of the
Committee is actually present for such purpose.

(2) A record vote of the Committee shall be provided on any ques-
tion before the Committee upon the request of any member.

(3) No vote by any member of the Committee on any measure or
matter may be cast by proxy.

(4) A record of the vote of each member of the Committee on each
record vote on any measure or matter before the Committee shall
be made publicly available in electronic form within 48 hours, and
with respect to any record vote on any motion to amend or report,
shall be included in the report of the Committee showing the total
number of votes cast for and against and the names of those mem-
bers voting for and against.

HEARING PROCEDURES

(d)(1) With regard to hearings on matters of original jurisdiction,
to the greatest extent practicable:

(A) each witness who is to appear before the Committee shall
file with the Committee at least 24 hours in advance of the ap-
pearance a statement of proposed testimony in written and
electronic form and shall limit the oral presentation to the
Committee to a brief summary thereof; and

(B) In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental
capacity, a written statement of proposed testimony shall in-
clude a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any Federal grants
or contracts, or contracts or payments originating with a for-
eign government, received during the current calendar year or
either of the two previous calendar years by the witness or by
an entity represented by the witness and related to the subject
matter of the hearing.

(C) The disclosure referred to in subdivision (B) shall in-
clude—
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(i) the amount and country of origin of any payment or
contract related to the subject matter of the hearing origi-
nating with a foreign government.

(i) the amount and country of origin of any payment or
contract related to the subject matter of the hearing origi-
nating with a foreign government.

(D) Such statements, with appropriate redactions to protect
the privacy or security of the witness, shall be made publicly
available in electronic form not later than one day after the
witness appears.

(2) The five-minute rule shall be observed in the interrogation of
each witness before the Committee until each member of the Com-
mittee has had an opportunity to question the witness.

(3) The provisions of clause 2(k) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House shall apply to any hearing conducted by the Committee.

SUBPOENAS AND OATHS

(e)(1) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, a subpoena may be authorized and
issued by the Committee or a subcommittee in the conduct of any
investigation or series of investigations or activities, only when au-
thorized by a majority of the members voting, a majority being
present.

(2) The Chair may authorize and issue subpoenas under such
clause during any period in which the House has adjourned for a
period of longer than three days.

(3) Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by the Chair or by any
member designated by the Committee, and may be served by any
person designated by the Chair or such member.

(4) The Chair, or any member of the Committee designated by
the Chair, may administer oaths to witnesses before the Com-
mittee.

RULE 4.—GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) The Committee shall review and study, on a continuing basis,
the application, administration, execution, and effectiveness of
those laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of which is within
its jurisdiction.

(b) Not later than February 15 of the first session of a Congress,
the Committee shall meet in open session, with a quorum present,
to adopt its oversight plans for that Congress for submission to the
Committee on House Administration and the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform, in accordance with the provisions of clause 2(d)
of House rule X.

RULE 5.—SUBCOMMITTEES
ESTABLISHMENT AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUBCOMMITTEES

(a)(1) There shall be two subcommittees of the Committee as fol-
lows:

(A) Subcommittee on Legislative and Budget Process, which

shall have general responsibility for measures or matters re-
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lated to relations between the Congress and the Executive
Branch.

(B) Subcommittee on Rules and Organization of the House,
which shall have general responsibility for measures or mat-
ters related to process and procedures of the House, relations
between the two Houses of Congress, relations between the
Congress and the Judiciary, and internal operations of the
House.

(2) In addition, each such subcommittee shall have specific re-
sponsibility for such other measures or matters as the Chair refers
to it.

(3) Each subcommittee of the Committee shall review and study,
on a continuing basis, the application, administration, execution,
and effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter
of which is within its general responsibility.

REFERRAL OF MEASURES AND MATTERS TO SUBCOMMITTEES

(b)(1) No special order providing for the consideration of any bill
or resolution shall be referred to a subcommittee of the Committee.

(2) The Chair shall refer to a subcommittee such measures or
matters of original jurisdiction as the Chair deems appropriate
given its jurisdiction and responsibilities.

(3) All other measures or matters of original jurisdiction shall be
subject to consideration by the full Committee.

(4) In referring any measure or matter of original jurisdiction to
a subcommittee, the Chair may specify a date by which the sub-
committee shall report thereon to the Committee.

(5) The Committee by motion may discharge a subcommittee
from consideration of any measure or matter referred to a sub-
committee of the Committee.

COMPOSITION OF SUBCOMMITTEES

(c) The size and ratio of each subcommittee shall be determined
by the Committee and members shall be elected to each sub-
committee, and to the positions of chair and ranking minority
member thereof, in accordance with the rules of the respective
party caucuses. The Chair of the full committee may designate a
member of the majority party on each subcommittee as its vice
chair.

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(d)(1) Each subcommittee of the Committee is authorized to
meet, hold hearings, receive testimony, mark up legislation, and re-
port to the full Committee on any measure or matter referred to
it.

(2) No subcommittee of the Committee may meet or hold a hear-
ing at the same time as a meeting or hearing of the full Committee
is being held.

(3) The chair of each subcommittee shall schedule meetings and
hearings of the subcommittee only after consultation with the
Chair.
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QUORUM

(e)(1) For the purpose of taking testimony, two members of the
subcommittee shall constitute a quorum.

(2) For all other purposes, a quorum shall consist of a majority
of the members of a subcommittee.

EFFECT OF A VACANCY

(f) Any vacancy in the membership of a subcommittee shall not
affect the power of the remaining members to execute the functions
of the subcommittee.

RECORDS

(g) Each subcommittee of the Committee shall provide the full
Committee with copies of such records of votes taken in the sub-
committee and such other records with respect to the subcommittee
necessary for the Committee to comply with all rules and regula-
tions of the House.

RULE 6.—STAFF
IN GENERAL

(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) and (3), the profes-
sional and other staff of the Committee shall be appointed, by the
Chair, and shall work under the general supervision and direction
of the Chair.

(2) All professional, and other staff provided to the minority
party members of the Committee shall be appointed, by the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee, and shall work under the
general supervision and direction of such member.

(3) The appointment of all professional staff shall be subject to
the approval of the Committee as provided by, and subject to the
provisions of, clause 9 of rule X of the Rules of the House.

ASSOCIATE STAFF

(b) Associate staff for members of the Committee may be ap-
pointed only at the discretion of the Chair (in consultation with the
ranking minority member regarding any minority party associate
staff), after taking into account any staff ceilings and budgetary
constraints in effect at the time, and any terms, limits, or condi-
tions established by the Committee on House Administration under
clause 9 of rule X of the Rules of the House.

SUBCOMMITTEE STAFF

(¢) From funds made available for the appointment of staff, the
Chair of the Committee shall, pursuant to clause 6(d) of rule X of
the Rules of the House, ensure that sufficient staff is made avail-
able to each subcommittee to carry out its responsibilities under
the rules of the Committee, and, after consultation with the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee, that the minority party of
the Committee is treated fairly in the appointment of such staff.
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COMPENSATION OF STAFF

(d) The Chair shall fix the compensation of all professional and
other staff of the Committee, after consultation with the ranking
minority member regarding any minority party staff.

CERTIFICATION OF STAFF

(e)(1) To the extent any staff member of the Committee or any
of its subcommittees does not work under the direct supervision
and direction of the Chair, the member of the Committee who su-
pervises and directs the staff member’s work shall file with the
Chief of Staff of the Committee (not later than the tenth day of
each month) a certification regarding the staff member’s work for
that member for the preceding calendar month.

(2) The certification required by paragraph (1) shall be in such
form as the Chair may prescribe, shall identify each staff member
by name, and shall state that the work engaged in by the staff
member and the duties assigned to the staff member for the mem-
ber of the Committee with respect to the month in question met
the requirements of clause 9 of rule X of the rules of the House.

(3) Any certification of staff of the Committee, or any of its sub-
committees, made by the Chair in compliance with any provision
of law or regulation shall be made—

(A) on the basis of the certifications filed under paragraph
(1) to the extent the staff is not under the Chair’s supervision
and direction, and

(B) on his own responsibility to the extent the staff is under
the Chair’s direct supervision and direction.

RULE 7.—BUDGET, TRAVEL, PAY OF WITNESSES
BUDGET

(a) The Chair, in consultation with other members of the Com-
mittee, shall prepare for each Congress a budget providing
amounts for staff, necessary travel, investigation, and other ex-
penses of the Committee and its subcommittees.

TRAVEL

(b)(1) The Chair may authorize travel for any member and any
staff member of the Committee in connection with activities or sub-
ject matters under the general jurisdiction of the Committee. Be-
fore such authorization is granted, there shall be submitted to the
Chair in writing the following:

(A) The purpose of the travel.

(B) The dates during which the travel is to occur.

(C) The names of the States or countries to be visited and
the length of time to be spent in each.

(D) The names of members and staff of the Committee for
whom the authorization is sought.

(2) Members and staff of the Committee shall make a written re-
port to the Chair on any travel they have conducted under this
subsection, including a description of their itinerary, expenses, and
activities, and of pertinent information gained as a result of such
travel.
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(3) Members and staff of the Committee performing authorized
travel on official business shall be governed by applicable laws, res-
olutions, and regulations of the House and of the Committee on
House Administration.

PAY OF WITNESSES

(c) Witnesses may be paid from funds made available to the Com-
mittee in its expense resolution subject to the provisions of clause
5 of rule XI of the Rules of the House.

RULE 8. —COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION REPORTING

(a) Whenever the Committee authorizes the favorable reporting
of a bill or resolution from the Committee—

(1) The Chair or acting Chair shall report it to the House or
designate a member of the Committee to do so.

(2) In the case of a bill or resolution in which the Committee
has original jurisdiction, the Chair shall allow, to the extent
that the anticipated floor schedule permits, any member of the
Committee a reasonable amount of time to submit views for in-
clusion in the Committee report on the bill or resolution. Any
such report shall contain all matters required by the Rules of
the House of Representatives (or by any provision of law en-
acted as an exercise of the rulemaking power of the House) and
such other information as the Chair deems appropriate.

(8) In the case of a resolution providing for consideration of
a measure, the Committee report accompanying such resolu-
tion shall include an accurate explanation of any waivers of
pfqint; of order, including a detailed explanation of all points
of order.

RECORDS

(b)(1) There shall be a transcript made of each regular meeting
and hearing of the Committee, and the transcript may be printed
if the Chair decides it is appropriate or if a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee requests such printing. Any such transcripts
shall be a substantially verbatim account of remarks actually made
during the proceedings, subject only to technical, grammatical, and
typographical corrections authorized by the person making the re-
marks. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to require
that all such transcripts be subject to correction and publication.

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of all actions of the Com-
mittee and of its subcommittees. The record shall contain all infor-
mation required by clause 2(e)(1) of rule XI of the Rules of the
House of Representatives and shall be available for public inspec-
tion at reasonable times in the offices of the Committee.

(3) All Committee hearings, records, data, charts, and files shall
be kept separate and distinct from the congressional office records
of the Chair, shall be the property of the House, and all Members
of the House shall have access thereto as provided in clause 2(e)(2)
of rule XI of the Rules of the House.

(4) The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the House. The Chair shall
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notify the ranking minority member of any decision, pursuant to
clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to withhold a record other-
wise available, and the matter shall be presented to the Committee
for a determination on written request of any member of the Com-
mittee.

AUDIO AND VIDEO COVERAGE

(¢) The Chair shall provide, to the maximum extent practicable—
(1) complete and unedited audio and video broadcasts of all
committee hearings and meetings; and
(2) for distribution of such broadcasts and unedited record-
ings thereof to the public and for the storage of audio and
video recordings of the proceedings. Proceedings shall be
broadcast live on the Majority Committee website and record-
ings shall be made available on such website within one cal-
endar day of the proceeding.

COMMITTEE PUBLICATIONS ON THE INTERNET

(d) To the maximum extent feasible, the Committee shall make
its publications available in electronic form.

JOURNAL

(e)(1) The Committee shall maintain a Committee Journal, which
shall include all bills, resolutions, and other matters referred to or
reported by the Committee and all bills, resolutions, and other
matters reported by any other committee on which a rule has been
granted or formally requested, and such other matters as the Chair
shall direct. The Journal shall be published periodically, but in no
case less often than once in each session of Congress.

(2) A rule is considered as formally requested when the Chair-
man of a committee of primary jurisdiction which has reported a
bill or resolution (or a member of such committee authorized to act
on the Chairman’s behalf):

(A) has requested, in writing to the Chair, that a hearing be
scheduled on a rule for the consideration of the bill or resolu-
tion; and

(B) has supplied the Committee with the bill or resolution,
as reported, together with the final committee report thereon.

OTHER PROCEDURES

(f) The Chair may establish such other Committee procedures
and take such actions as may be necessary to carry out these rules
or to facilitate the effective operation of the Committee and its sub-
committees in a manner consistent with these rules.

RULE 9.—AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modified, amended or re-
pealed, in the same manner and method as prescribed for the adop-
tion of committee rules in clause 2 of rule XI of the Rules of the
House, but only if written notice of the proposed change has been
provided to each Member at least 48 hours before the time of the
meeting at which the vote on the change occurs. Any such change
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in the rules of the Committee shall be published in the Congres-
sional Record within 30 calendar days after their approval.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL

(a) Application of Rules.—

(1) The Rules of the House of Representatives (“House
Rules”) are the rules of the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology and its Subcommittees with the specific additions
thereto contained in these rules.

(2) Except where the term “Subcommittee” is specifically re-
ferred to, the following rules shall apply to the Committee and
its Subcommittees as well as to the respective Chairs and
Ranking Minority Members.

(b) Other Procedures.—The Chair may establish such other proce-
dures and take such actions as may be necessary to carry out these
rules or to facilitate the effective operation of the Committee.

(¢) Use of Hearing Rooms.—In consultation with the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, the Chair of the Committee shall establish guide-
lines for the use of Committee hearing rooms.

RULE 2.—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings.—The regular meeting day of the Com-
mittee for the conduct of its business shall be on the first Thursday

(215)
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of each month, if the House is in session. If the House is not in
session on that day, then the Committee shall meet on the next
Thursday of such month on which the House is in session, or at
another practicable time as determined by the Chair.

(1) A regular meeting of the Committee may be dispensed
with if, in the judgment of the Chair, there is no need for the
meeting.

(2) The Chair may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary and in accordance with the notice requirements con-
tained in these rules, additional meetings of the Committee for
the consideration of any bill or resolution pending before the
Committee or for the conduct of other Committee business.

(b) Bills and Subjects to be Considered.—

(1) The Chair shall announce the date, place, and subject
matter of any Committee meeting, which may not commence
earlier than the third day on which Members have notice
thereof, unless the Chair, with the concurrence of the Ranking
Minority Member, or the Committee by majority vote with a
quorum present for the transaction of business, determines
there is good cause to begin the meeting sooner, in which case
the Chair shall make the announcement at the earliest pos-
sible date.

(2) At least 48 hours prior to the commencement of a meet-
ing for the markup of legislation, the Chair shall cause the text
?f such legislation to be made publicly available in electronic
orm.

(8) To the maximum extent practicable, amendments to a
measure or matter shall be submitted in writing or electroni-
cally to the designee of both the Chair and Ranking Minority
Member at least 24 hours prior to the consideration of the
measure or matter, and the Chair may oppose any amendment
not so submitted.

(c) Open Meetings.—

(1) Meetings for the transaction of business and hearings of
the Committee shall be open to the public or closed in accord-
ance with the House Rules.

(2) Any Member who is not a Member of the Committee (or
any Committee Member who is not a Member of the Sub-
committee) may have the privilege of nonparticipatory attend-
ance at Committee or Subcommittee hearings or meetings in
accordance with clause 2(g)(2) of House Rule XI. Such Member
may not:

i. vote on any matter;

ii. be counted for the purpose of establishing a quorum;

iii. participate in questioning a witness under the 5-
Minute Rule, unless permitted to do so by the Chair;

iv. raise points of order; or

v. offer amendments or motions.

(d) Quorums.—A majority of the Committee shall form a quorum,
except that two Members shall constitute a quorum for taking tes-
timony and receiving evidence, and one third of the Members shall
form a quorum for taking any action other than for which the pres-
ence of a majority of the Committee is otherwise required. If the
Chair is not present at any meeting of the Committee or Sub-
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committee, the Vice Chair on the Committee who is present shall
preside at the meeting, unless another Member of the Committee
is designated by the Chair.

(e) Postponement of Proceedings.—

(1) Pursuant to clause 2(h)(4) of House Rule XI, the Chair
may postpone further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure or matter or on
adopting an amendment. The Chair may resume proceedings
on a postponed vote at any time after reasonable notice.

(2) When proceedings resume on a postponed question, not-
withstanding any intervening order for the previous question,
an underlying proposition shall remain subject to further de-
bate or amendment to the same extent as when the question
was postponed.

(f) Time for Statements and Debate.—

(1) Insofar as is practicable, the Chair, after consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member, shall limit the total time
of opening statements by Members at a Committee meeting to
no more than ten minutes, the time to be divided equally be-
tween the Chair and Ranking Minority Member. When re-
quested, ex officio Members of any Subcommittee shall also be
recognized at a Subcommittee hearing for five minutes each to
present an opening statement.

(2) The time any one Member may address the Committee
on any bill, amendment, motion, or other matter under consid-
eration by the Committee will be limited to five minutes, and
then only when the Member has been recognized by the Chair.
This time limit may be waived by the Chair pursuant to unani-
mous consent.

(g) Requests for Recorded Vote.—A record vote of the Committee
shall be provided on any question before the Committee upon the
request of one-fifth of the Members present.

(h) Transcripts.—Transcripts of markups shall be recorded and
may be published in the same manner as hearings before the Com-
mittee.

(i) Motion to Go to Conference.—Without further action of the
Committee, the Chair is authorized to offer a motion under clause
1 of House Rule XXII whenever the Chair considers it appropriate.

RULE 3.—HEARINGS

(a) Notice of Hearings.—

(1) The Chair shall publicly announce the date, place, and
subject matter of any hearing to be conducted by the Com-
mittee on any measure or matter at least one week before the
commencement of that hearing. If the Chair, with the concur-
rence of the Ranking Minority Member, determines there is
good cause to begin the hearing sooner, or if the Committee so
determines by majority vote, a quorum being present for the
transaction of business, the Chair shall make the announce-
ment at the earliest possible date.

(2) The Chair shall publicly announce a list of witnesses to
testify at a hearing as soon as a complete list of witnesses, in-
cluding those to be called by the minority, is compiled. When
practicable, the Chair and the Ranking Minority Member will
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seek to have a complete list of witnesses compiled at or as soon
as practicable after the time that the hearing is publicly an-
nounced.

(b) Witnesses.—

(1) Insofar as is practicable, no later than 48 hours in ad-
vance of his or her appearance, each witness who is to appear
before the Committee shall file, in printed copy and in elec-
tronic form, a written statement of his or her proposed testi-
mony and a curriculum vitae.

(2) Each witness shall limit his or her presentation to a five
minute summary, however additional time may be granted by
the Chair when appropriate.

(3) The Chair, or any Member of the Committee designated
by the Chair, may administer oaths to witnesses before the
Committee.

(4) Whenever any hearing is conducted by the Committee on
any measure or matter, the Minority Members of the Com-
mittee shall be entitled, upon request to the Chair by a major-
ity of them before the completion of the hearing, to call wit-
nesses selected by the Minority to testify with respect to the
measure or matter during at least one day of hearing thereon.

(5) In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental
capacity, a written statement of proposed testimony shall in-
clude a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any Federal
grants, cooperative agreements, or contracts, or contracts or
payments originating with a foreign government, received dur-
ing the current calendar year or either of the two previous cal-
endar years by the witness or by an entity represented by the
witness and related to the subject matter of the hearing. The
disclosure shall include the amount and source of each Federal
grant (or subgrant thereof), cooperative agreement, or contract
(or subcontract thereof) related to the subject matter of the
hearing; and the amount and country of origin of any payment
or contract related to the subject matter of the hearing origi-
nating with a foreign government. Such statements, with ap-
propriate redactions to protect the privacy or security of the
witness, shall be made publicly available in electronic form not
later than one day after the witness appears.

(¢) Questioning of Witnesses.—

(1) The right to interrogate a witness before the Committee
shall alternate between Majority and Minority Members of the
Committee. Each Member shall be limited to five minutes in
the interrogation of witnesses. No Member may be recognized
for a second period of interrogation until each Member present,
who wishes to be recognized, has been recognized at least once.

(2) Notwithstanding clause 1, upon a motion the Chair, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority Member, may:

i. Designate an specified number of Members of the
Committee from each party to question a witness for a pe-
riod of time equally divided between the majority party
and the minority party, not to exceed one hour in the ag-
gregate; or

ii. Designate staff from each party to question a witness
for a period of time equally divided between the majority
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party and the minority party, not to exceed one hour in the
aggregate.

(3) Members of the Committee have two weeks from the date
of a hearing to submit additional questions in writing for the
record to be answered by witnesses who have appeared before
the Committee. The letters of transmittal and any responses
thereto shall be included in the hearing record.

(d) Claims of Privilege.—Claims of common-law privileges made
by witnesses in hearings, or by interviewees or deponents in inves-
tigations or inquiries, are applicable only at the discretion of the
Chair, subject to appeal to the Committee.

(e) Publication of Transcripts.—The transcripts of those hearings
conducted by the Committee, when it is decided they will be print-
ed, shall be published in substantially verbatim form, with the ma-
terial requested for the record inserted at that place requested, or
at the end of the record, as appropriate. Individuals, including
Members, whose comments are to be published as part of a Com-
mittee document shall be given the opportunity to verify the accu-
racy of the transcription in advance of publication. Any requests by
those Members, staff, or witnesses to correct any errors other than
errors in the transcript, or disputed errors in transcription, shall
be appended to the record, and the appropriate place where the
change is requested will be footnoted. Prior to approval by the
Chair of hearings conducted jointly with another Congressional
Committee, a memorandum of understanding shall be prepared
which incorporates an agreement for the publication of the tran-
script.

(f) Pertinence of Testimony.—At the discretion of the Committee,
brief and pertinent statements may be submitted in writing for in-
clusion in the record. The Committee is the sole judge of the perti-
nence of testimony and evidence adduced at its hearing.

RULE 4.—REPORTS

(a) Bills and resolutions approved by the Committee shall be re-
ported by the Chair pursuant to clauses 2-4 of House Rule XIII.

(b) A proposed investigative or oversight report shall be consid-
ered as read if it has been available to the Members of the Com-
mittee for at least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal
holidays except when the House is in session on such days).

(¢c) Every investigative or oversight report shall be approved by
a majority vote of the Committee at a meeting at which a quorum
is present. If at the time of approval of such a report a Member
of the Committee gives notice of intent to file supplemental, minor-
ity, additional, or dissenting views that Member shall be entitled
to file such views.

(d) Only those investigative or oversight reports approved by a
majority vote of the Committee may be ordered printed, unless oth-
erwise required by House Rules.

RULE 5.—BROADCASTING

(a) Whenever a meeting for the transaction of business, including
the markup of legislation or a hearing is open to the public, that
meeting or hearing shall be open to coverage by television, radio,
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and still photography in accordance with clause 4 of House Rule
XI

(b) To the maximum extent practicable, the Committee shall pro-
vide audio and visual coverage of each hearing or meeting for the
transaction of business in a manner that allows the public to easily
listen to and view the proceedings, and maintain the recordings of
such coverage in a manner that is easily accessible to the public.
Operation and use of any Committee internet broadcast system
shall be fair and nonpartisan, and in accordance with clauses 4 (b)
and (f) of House Rule XI and all other applicable rules of the Com-
mittee and the House.

RULE 6.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Committee Jurisdiction.—The Committee shall have jurisdic-
tion over such matters as determined by the Chair.

(b) Subcommittees and Jurisdiction.—There shall be five stand-
ing Subcommittees of the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, with jurisdictions as follows:

(1) Subcommittee on Energy.—Shall have jurisdiction over
the following subject matters: all matters relating to energy re-
search, development, and demonstration projects therefor; com-
mercial application of energy technology; Department of En-
ergy research, development, and demonstration programs; De-
partment of Energy laboratories; Department of Energy science
activities; energy supply activities; nuclear, solar, and renew-
able energy, and other advanced energy technologies; uranium
supply and enrichment, and Department of Energy waste man-
agement; fossil energy research and development; clean coal
technology; energy conservation research and development, in-
cluding building performance, alternate fuels, distributed
power systems, and industrial process improvements; pipeline
research, development, and demonstration projects; energy
standards; other appropriate matters as referred by the Chair;
and relevant oversight.

(2) Subcommittee on Environment.—Shall have jurisdiction
over the following subject matters: all matters relating to envi-
ronmental research; Environmental Protection Agency research
and development; environmental standards; climate change re-
search and development; the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, including all activities related to weath-
er, weather services, climate, the atmosphere, marine fisheries,
and oceanic research; risk assessment activities; scientific
issues related to environmental policy, including climate
change; remote sensing data related to climate change at the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA); earth
science activities conducted by the NASA; other appropriate
matters as referred by the Chair; and relevant oversight.

(8) Subcommittee on Research and Technology.—Shall have
jurisdiction over the following subject matters: all matters re-
lating to science policy and science education; the Office of
Science and Technology Policy; all scientific research, and sci-
entific and engineering resources (including human resources);
all matters relating to science, technology, engineering and
mathematics education; intergovernmental mechanisms for re-
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search, development, and demonstration and cross-cutting pro-
grams; international scientific cooperation; National Science
Foundation; university research policy, including infrastructure
and overhead; university research partnerships, including
those with industry; science scholarships; computing, commu-
nications, networking, and information technology; research
and development relating to health, biomedical, and nutritional
programs; research, development, and demonstration relating
to nanoscience, nanoengineering, and nanotechnology; agricul-
tural, geological, biological and life sciences research; materials
research, development, demonstration, and policy; all matters
relating to competitiveness, technology, standards, and innova-
tion; standardization of weights and measures, including tech-
nical standards, standardization, and conformity assessment;
measurement, including the metric system of measurement;
the Technology Administration of the Department of Com-
merce; the National Institute of Standards and Technology; the
National Technical Information Service; competitiveness, in-
cluding small business competitiveness; tax, antitrust, regu-
latory and other legal and governmental policies related to
technological development and commercialization; technology
transfer, including civilian use of defense technologies; patent
and intellectual property policy; international technology trade;
research, development, and demonstration activities of the De-
partment of Transportation; surface and water transportation
research, development, and demonstration programs; earth-
quake programs and fire research programs, including those
related to wildfire proliferation research and prevention; bio-
technology policy; research, development, demonstration, and
standards-related activities of the Department of Homeland
Security; Small Business Innovation Research and Technology
Transfer; voting technologies and standards; other appropriate
matters as referred by the Chair; and relevant oversight.

(4) Subcommittee on Space.—Shall have jurisdiction over the
following subject matters: all matters relating to astronautical
and aeronautical research and development; national space
policy, including access to space; sub-orbital access and appli-
cations; National Aeronautics and Space Administration and
its contractor and government-operated labs; space commer-
cialization, including commercial space activities relating to
the Department of Transportation and the Department of Com-
merce; exploration and use of outer space; international space
cooperation; the National Space Council; space applications,
space communications and related matters; Earth remote sens-
ing policy; civil aviation research, development, and dem-
onstration; research, development, and demonstration pro-
grams of the Federal Aviation Administration; space law; other
appropriate matters as referred by the Chair; and relevant
oversight.

(5) Subcommittee on Oversight.—Shall have general and spe-
cial investigative authority on all matters within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee.

(c) Composition of Subcommittees.—
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(1) The Chair shall assign Members to the Subcommittees.
Minority party assignments shall be made only with the con-
currence of the Ranking Minority Member. The Chair shall de-
termine the ratio of Majority Members to Minority Members of
each Subcommittee; provided that the ratio of Majority Mem-
bers to Minority Members on each Subcommittee (excluding
any ex officio Member) shall be no less favorable to the major-
ity party than the ratio for the Committee.

(2) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee shall be ex officio Members of each Subcommittee to
which such Chair or Ranking Minority Member has not been
assigned by the Chair. They are not authorized to vote on Sub-
committee matters. Unless they are regular Members of the
Subcommittee, they shall not be counted in determining a Sub-
committee quorum other than a quorum for taking testimony.

(d) Referral to Subcommittees.—The Chair shall expeditiously
refer all legislation and other matters referred to the Committee to
the Subcommittee or Subcommittees of appropriate jurisdiction,
unless the Chair deems consideration is to be by the Committee.
Subcommittee Chairs may make requests for referral of specific
matters to their Subcommittee if they believe Subcommittee juris-
dictions so warrant.

(e) Subcommittee Procedures and Reports.—

(1) Subcommittee Chairs shall set meeting dates with the
concurrence of the Chair and after consultation with the other
Subcommittee Chairs with a view toward avoiding simulta-
neous scheduling of Subcommittee meetings or hearings wher-
ever possible. No Subcommittee may meet or hold a hearing at
the same time as a meeting or hearing of the Committee with-
out authorization from the Chair.

(2) Each Subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings,
receive testimony or evidence, mark up legislation, and report
to the Committee on all matters referred to it. For matters
within its jurisdiction, each Subcommittee is authorized to con-
duct legislative, investigative, forecasting, and general over-
sight hearings; to conduct inquiries into the future; and to un-
dertake budget impact studies.

(83) Each Subcommittee shall provide the Committee with
copies of such records of votes taken in the Subcommittee and
such other records with respect to the Subcommittee as the
Chair of the Committee deems necessary to ensure compliance
with the House Rules.

(4) After ordering a measure or matter reported, a Sub-
committee shall issue a report in such form as the Chair shall
specify. To the maximum extent practicable, reports and rec-
ommendations of a Subcommittee shall not be considered by
the Committee until after the intervention of 48 hours from
the time the report is submitted and made available to the
Committee. Printed hearings thereon shall be made available,
if feasible, to the Committee, except that this Rule may be
waived at the discretion of the Chair after consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member.
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RULE 7.—VICE CHAIRS

(a) The Chair of the Committee shall designate a Member of the
majority party to serve as Vice Chair of the Committee, and shall
designate a Majority Member of each Subcommittee to serve as
Vice Chair of the Subcommittee. Vice Chairs of the Committee and
each Subcommittee serve at the pleasure of the Chair, who may at
any time terminate his designation of a Member as Vice Chair and
designate a different Member of the majority party to serve as Vice
Chair of the Committee or relevant Subcommittee.

(b) The Chair may assign duties, privileges, and responsibilities
to the Vice Chairs of the Committee or the various Subcommittees.

RULE 8.—OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS

(a) The Committee shall review and study, on a continuing basis,
the application, administration, execution, and effectiveness of
those laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of which is within
its jurisdiction, including all laws, programs, and Government ac-
tivities relating to nonmilitary research and development in accord-
ance with House Rule X.

(b) Not later than February 15th of the first session of the 115th
Congress, the Committee shall meet in open session, with a
quorum present, to adopt its authorization and oversight plan for
submission to the Committee on Oversight and Government Re-
form and the Committee on House Administration in accordance
with the provisions of clause 2(d) of House Rule X.

(c) Any investigation undertaken in the name of the Committee
shall be approved by the Chair. Nothing in this subsection shall be
interpreted to infringe on a Subcommittee’s authority to conduct
general oversight of matters within its jurisdiction, short of under-
taking an investigation.

RULE 9.—SUBPOENAS

The power to authorize and issue subpoenas is delegated to the
Chair as provided for under clause 2(m)(3)(A)(i) of House Rule XI.

RULE 10.—DEPOSITION AUTHORITY

The Chair may authorize the staff of the Committee to conduct
depositions pursuant to section 3(b) of House Resolution 5, 115th
Congress, and subject to any regulations issued pursuant thereto.

RULE 11.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

(a) The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with House Rule VII.

(b) The Chair shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee of any decision, pursuant to clauses 3(b)(3) or 4(b) of
House Rule VII, to withhold a record otherwise available, and the
matter shall be presented to the Committee for a determination on
the written request of any Member of the Committee.
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RULE 12.—OFFICIAL COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chair shall maintain an official Committee website for the
purpose of furthering the Committee’s legislative and oversight re-
sponsibilities, including communicating information about the
Committee’s activities to Committee Members and other Members
of the House. The Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
may maintain a similar website for the same purpose, including
communicating information about the activities of the minority to
Committee Members and other Members of the House.

RULE 13.—COMMITTEE BUDGET

From the amount provided to the Committee in the primary ex-
pense resolution adopted by the House of Representatives in the
115th Congress, the Chair shall designate one-third of the budget,
after adjustment for the salaries of the shared administrative func-
tions for the Clerk, Printer and Financial Administrator, under the
direction of the Ranking Minority Member for the purposes of mi-
nority staff, travel expenses of minority staff and Members, and all
other minority office expenses.

RULE 14.—AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modified, amended, or re-
pealed, in the same manner and method as prescribed for the adop-
tion of committee rules in clause 2 of House Rule XI, but only if
written notice of the proposed change has been provided to each
such Member at least 3 days before the time of the meeting at
which the vote on the change occurs. Any such change in the rules
of the Committee shall be published in the Congressional Record
within 30 calendar days after their approval.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS FOR THE
115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(A) Rules of the Committee.—The Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, in total (but especially with respect to the operations
of committee., Rule X, cl. 1(qg), cl. 2, cl. 3(1) and Rule XI), are the
rules of the Committee on Small Business (“Committee”) to the ex-
tent applicable and are incorporated by reference.

(B) Appointments by the Chair.—Pursuant to the Rules of the
House, the Chair shall designate a Member of the Committee Ma-
jority to serve as Vice Chair of the Committee. The Vice Chair shall
preside at any meeting or hearing during the temporary absence of
the Chair. The Chair also reserves the right to designate a Member
of the Committee Majority to serve as the Chair at a hearing or
meeting.

RULE 2.—REFERRAL OF BILLS BY THE CHAIR

The Chair will retain consideration of all legislation referred to
the Committee by the Speaker. No action will be required of a Sub-
committee before legislation is considered for report by the Com-
mittee. Subcommittee chairs, pursuant to the rules set out herein,
may hold hearings on any bill referred to the Committee.

RULE 3.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(A) Generally—Each Subcommittee of the Committee is part of
the Committee and is subject to the authority and direction of the
Committee, and to the Rules of the House and the rules adopted
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herein, to the extent applicable. The Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee are ex officio Members of all Subcommittees
for the purpose of any meeting conducted by a Subcommittee.

(B) The Committee shall be organized into the following five sub-
committees:

(1) Subcommittee on Agriculture, Energy, and Trade.—

This Subcommittee (which will consist of six (6) Republican
Members and four (4) Democratic Members) will address poli-
cies that enhance rural economic growth, increasing America’s
energy independence and ensuring that America’s small busi-
nesses can compete effectively in a global marketplace.

e Oversight of agricultural policies.

¢ Oversight of environmental issues and regulations (includ-
ing agencies such as the Environmental Protection Agency and
the Army Corps of Engineers).

e Oversight of energy issues, including expansion of domes-
tic resources, whether they are renewable or non-renewable.

e Oversight of international trade policy with particular em-
phasis on agencies that provide direct assistance to small busi-
nesses, such as: the Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Of-
fice of International Trade, the Department of Commerce’s
United States Export Assistance Centers, the Department of
Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service, and the Export-Im-
port Bank.

e Oversight of infringement of intellectual property rights by
foreign competition.

(2) Subcommittee on Health and Technology.—

This Subcommittee (which will consist of six (6) Republican
Members and four (4) Democratic Members) will address how
health care policies may inhibit or promote economic growth
and job creation by small businesses. In addition, the Sub-
committee will examine small business job growth through the
creation and adoption of advanced technologies.

e Oversight of the implementation of the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act.

e Oversight of availability and affordability of health care
coverage for small businesses.

e Oversight of general technology issues, including intellec-
tual property policy in the United States.

e Oversight of United States telecommunications policies in-
cluding, but not limited to, the National Broadband Plan and
allocation of electromagnetic spectrum.

¢ Oversight of the Small Business Innovation Research Pro-
gram.

e Oversight of the Small Business Technology Transfer Pro-
gram.

(8) Subcommittee on Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Ac-
cess.—

This Subcommittee (which will consist of six (6) Republican
Members and four (4) Democratic Members) will evaluate the
operation of the financial markets in the United States and
their ability to provide needed capital to small businesses. In
addition, the Subcommittee will review federal programs, espe-
cially those overseen by the SBA, aimed at assisting entre-
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preneurs in obtaining needed capital. Since the tax policy plays
an integral role in access to capital, this Committee also will
examine the impact of federal tax policies on small businesses.

e Oversight of capital access and financial markets.

e Implementation of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act.

e SBA financial assistance programs, including guaranteed
loans, microloans, certified development company loans, and
small business investment companies.

e Oversight of the Department of Agriculture business and
industry guaranteed loan program.

e Oversight of general tax policy affecting small businesses.

¢ The management of the SBA disaster loan program.

(4) Subcommittee on Investigations, QOuversight, and Regula-
tions.—

This Subcommittee (which will consist of six (6) Republican
Members and four (4) Democratic Members) will probe the effi-
cient operation of government programs that affect small busi-
nesses, including the SBA, and develop proposals to make
them operate in a more cost-effective manner. This Sub-
committee also will review the regulatory burdens imposed on
small businesses and how those burdens may be alleviated.

e Oversight of general issues affecting small businesses and
federal agencies.

¢ Oversight of the management of the SBA.

e Oversight of the SBA Inspector General.

¢ Implementation of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

e Oversight of the Office of Information and Regulatory Af-
fairs at the Office of Management and Budget.

e Use of the Congressional Review Act.

e Transparency of the federal rulemaking process as re-
quired by the Administrative Procedure and Data Quality Acts.

e Implementation of the Paperwork Reduction Act.

(5) Subcommittee on Contracting and Workforce.—

This Subcommittee (which will consist of six (6) Republican
Members and four (4) Democratic Members) will assess the
federal procurement system, including those programs de-
signed specifically to enhance participation by small businesses
in providing goods and services to the federal government. The
Subcommittee will examine various programs designed to pro-
vide technical assistance to small businesses, whether specifi-
cally aimed at federal contractors or small businesses in gen-
eral. Finally, the Subcommittee will review the broad scope of
workforce issues that affect the ability of small businesses to
obtain and maintain qualified employees.

e Oversight of government-wide procurement practices and
programs affecting small businesses.

e Oversight of federal procurement policies that inhibit or
expand participation by small businesses in the federal con-
tracting marketplace.

e All contracting programs established by the Small Busi-
ness Act, including HUBZone, 8(a), Women-, and Service Dis-
abled Veteran-Owned Small Business Programs.
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e Technical assistance provided to federal contractors and
prospective contractors through SBA personnel, Offices of
Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization, and Procure-
ment Technical Assistance Centers.

e The SBA Surety Bond guarantee program.

e Oversight of all federal policies that affect the workforce
including, but not limited to, the roles of the Department of
Labor and the National Labor Relations Board.

e SBA entrepreneurial development and technical assistance
programs unrelated to participation in the federal government
contracting.

(C) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.—Each Subcommittee is
authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and report to
the Committee on any matters referred to it. Prior to the sched-
uling of any meeting or hearing of a Subcommittee, the Chair of
the Subcommittee shall obtain the approval of the Chair of the
Committee.

(D) Hearing Time and Date.—No hearing or meeting of a Sub-
committee shall take place at the same time as the meeting or
hearing of the full Committee or another Subcommittee, provided
however, that the Subcommittee Chairs may hold field hearings
that conflict with those held by other Subcommittees of the Com-
mittee.

RULE 4.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(A) Majority Staff.—The employees of the Committee, except
those assigned to the Minority as provided below, shall be ap-
pointed and assigned, and may be removed by the Chair of the
Committee. The Chair shall fix their remuneration and they shall
be under the general supervision and direction of the Chair.

(B) Minority Staff.—The employees of the Committee assigned to
the Minority shall be appointed and assigned, and their remunera-
tion determined, as the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee shall decide.

(C) Subcommittee Staff.—There shall be no separate staff as-
signed to Subcommittees. The Chair and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber shall endeavor to ensure that sufficient Committee staff is
made available in order that each Subcommittee may carry out the
responsibilities set forth in Rule 3, supra.

RULE 5.—MEETINGS

(A) Regular Meeting Day.—The regular meeting day of the Com-
mittee shall be the second Wednesday of every month when the
House is in session. The Chair may dispense with the meeting of
the Committee, if in the sole discretion of the Chair, there is no
need for such meeting.

(B) Additional Meetings.—Additional meetings may be called as
deemed necessary by the Chair or at the request of the majority
Members of the Committee pursuant to Rule XI, cl. 2(c) of the rules
of the House. At least 3 days’ notice of such an additional meeting
shall be given unless the Chair, with the concurrence of the Rank-
ing Minority Member, determines that there is good cause to call
the meeting on less notice or upon a vote by a majority of the Com-
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mittee (a quorum being present). To the extent possible, the three
days shall be counted from the 72 hours before the time of the
meeting. Announcements of the meeting shall be published prompt-
ly in the Daily Digest and made publicly available in electronic
form.

(C) Business to be Considered.—The determination of the busi-
ness to be considered at each meeting shall be made by the Chair
subject to limitations set forth in House Rule XI, cl. 2(c).

(D) Meeting Materials.—The Chair shall provide to each Member
of the Committee, to the extent practicable, at least 48 hours in ad-
vance of a meeting, a copy of the bill, resolution, report or other
item to be considered at the meeting, but no later than 24 hours
before the meeting. Such material also shall be made available to
the public at least 24 hours in advance in electronic form.

(E) Special and Emergency Meetings.—The rules for notice and
meetings as set forth in Rule 5 of these Rules shall not apply to
special and emergency meetings. Clause 2(c)(2) of Rule XI and
clause 2(g)(3)(A) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, as applicable,
shall apply to such meetings.

RULE 6.—NOTICE AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

(A) Announcement of Hearings.—Public announcement of the
date, place and subject matter of any hearing to be conducted by
the Committee shall be made no later than 7 calendar days before
the commencement of the hearing. To the extent possible, the
seven days shall be counted from 168 hours before the time of the
Committee’s hearing.

(B) Exception.—The Chair, with the concurrence of the Ranking
Minority Member, or upon a vote by the majority of the Committee
(a quorum being present), may authorize a hearing to commence on
less than 7 days’ notice.

(C) Witness Lists.—Unless the Chair determines it is impracti-
cable to do so, the Committee shall make a tentative witness list
available at the time it makes the public announcement of the
hearing. If a tentative witness list is not made available at the
time of the announcement of the hearing, such witness list shall be
made available as soon as practicable after such announcement is
made. A final witness list shall be issued by the Committee no
later than 48 hours prior to the commencement of the hearing.

(D) Hearing Material.—The Chair shall provide to all Members
of the Committee, as soon as practicable after the announcement
of the hearing, a memorandum explaining the subject matter of the
hearing and any official reports from departments and agencies on
the subject matter of the hearing. Such material shall be made
available to all Members of the Committee no later than 48 hours
before the commencement of the hearing, unless the Chair, after
consultation with the Ranking Minority Member, determines that
certain reports from departments or agencies should not be made
available prior to the commencement of the hearing. Material pro-
vided by the Chair to all Members, whether provided prior to or at
the hearing, shall be placed on the Committee website no later
than 48 hours after the commencement of the hearing, unless such
material contains sensitive or classified information, in which case
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such material shall be handled pursuant to Rule 16 of the Commit-
tee’s Rules.

RULE 6.—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

(A) Meetings.—Each meeting of the Committee or its Subcommit-
tees for the transaction of business, including the markup of legis-
lation, shall be open to the public, including to radio, television,
and still photography coverage, except as provided by House Rule
XI, cl. 4. If the majority of Members of the Committee or Sub-
committee present at the meeting determine by a recorded vote in
open session that all or part of the remainder of the meeting on
that day shall be closed to the public because the disclosure of mat-
ters to be considered would endanger national security, would com-
promise sensitive law enforcement information, or would tend to
defame, degrade, or incriminate any person or otherwise would vio-
late any law or rule of the House; provided however, that no person
other than Members of the Committee, and such congressional staff
and such executive branch representatives as they may authorize,
1shall be present in any meeting which has been closed to the pub-
ic.

(B) Hearings.—Each hearing conducted by the Committee or its
Subcommittees shall be open to the public, including radio, tele-
vision and still photography coverage. If the majority of Members
of the Committee or Subcommittee present at the hearing deter-
mine by a recorded vote in open session that all or part of the re-
mainder of the hearing on that day shall be closed to the public be-
cause the disclosure of matters to be considered would endanger
national security, would compromise sensitive law enforcement in-
formation, or would tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any
person or otherwise would violate any law or rule of the House;
provided however, that the Committee or Subcommittee may by the
same procedure also vote to close one subsequent day of hearings.
Notwithstanding the requirements of the preceding sentence, a ma-
jority of those present (if the requisite number of Members are
present under Committee rules for the purpose of taking testi-
mony) may vote: (i) to close the hearing for the sole purpose of dis-
cussing whether the testimony or evidence to be received would en-
danger the national security, would compromise sensitive law en-
forcement information, or violate Rule XI, cl. 2(k)(5) of the House
or (ii) to close the hearing, as provided clause 2(k)(5) of Rule XI of
the House.

(C) Participation in Subcommittee Hearings.—The Chair and
Ranking Minority Member are ex officio Members of all Sub-
committees for any hearing conducted by a Subcommittee. Mem-
bers of the Committee who wish to participate in a hearing of the
Subcommittee to which they are not Members shall make such re-
quest to the Chair and the Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee at the commencement of the hearing. The Chair, after
consultation with the Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee, shall grant such request.

(D) Non-Participatory Attendance by Other Members of the
House.—No Member of the House may be excluded from non-
participatory attendance at any hearing of the Committee or any
Subcommittee, unless the House of Representatives shall by major-
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ity vote authorize the Committee or Subcommittees, for purposes
of a particular subject of investigation, to close its hearing to Mem-
bel‘;)sl by the same procedures designated to close hearings to the
public.

(E) Procedure to Participate.—Members of Congress who are not
Members of the Committee but would like to participate in a hear-
ing shall notify the Chair and the Ranking Minority Member and
submit a formal request no later than 24 hours before the com-
mencement of the meeting or hearing.

(F) Audio and Video Coverage.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Committee shall provide audio and video coverage of
each hearing or meeting for the transaction of business in a man-
ner that allows the public to easily listen and view the proceedings
and shall maintain the recordings of such coverage in a manner
easily accessible to the public.

RULE 8.—WITNESSES

(A) Number of Witnesses.—For any hearing conducted by the
Committee or Subcommittee there shall be no more than four non-
governmental witnesses of which the Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee or Subcommittee (as appropriate) is entitled to se-
lect one witness for the hearing.

(B) Witnesses Selected by the Minority.—Witnesses selected by
the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee or Subcommittee
shall be invited to testify by the Chair of the Committee or Sub-
committee (as appropriate). Rule 8(D) shall apply with equal force
to witnesses selected by the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee.

(C) Small Business Week Exception.—The limitations set forth in
the preceding paragraph shall not apply if the Committee holds a
hearing to honor the work of the small business community in con-
junction with the annual celebration of Small Business Week. Wit-
ness limitations for such a hearing shall be determined by the
Chair in consultation with the Ranking Minority Member.

(D) Statement of Witnesses.—

(1) Each witness who is to appear before the Committee or
Subcommittee shall file an electronic copy of the testimony
with the Committee and the Ranking Minority Member no
later than 48 hours before the commencement of the hearing.
In addition, the witness shall provide 25 copies of the testi-
mony by the commencement of the hearing. The Chair may
waive the requirement by the witness providing 25 copies in
which case the Committee or Subcommittee shall provide the
25 copies.

(2) Each non-governmental witness shall provide to the Com-
mittee and the Ranking Minority Member, no later than 48
hours before the commencement of the hearing, a curriculum
vitae or other statement describing their education, employ-
ment, professional affiliation or other background information
pertinent to their testimony.

(E) Witness Disclosure.—As required by Rule XI, cl. 2(g) of the
Rules of the House, each non-governmental witness before the com-
mencement of the hearing shall file with the Chair a disclosure
form detailing any contracts or grants that the witness has with
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the federal government, as well as the amount and country of ori-
gin of any payment or contract related to the subject of the hearing
originating with a foreign government. In addition, each non-gov-
ernmental witness shall file with the Committee Chair a disclosure
form detailing any payments or contracts received from a foreign
government if such payments or contracts are related in any man-
ner to the subject matter of a hearing. Such information shall be
posted on the Committee website within 24 hours after the witness
appeared at the hearing.

(F) Failure to Comply.—The failure to provide the materials set
forth by the deadlines set forth in these rules may be grounds for
excluding both the oral and written testimony of the witness unless
waived by the Chair of the Committee or Subcommittee.

(G) Public Access to Witness Materials.—The Committee will pro-
vide public access to printed materials, including the testimony of
witnesses in electronic form on the Committee’s website no later
than 24 hours after the hearing is adjourned. Supplemental mate-
rial provided after the hearing adjourns shall be placed on the
Comrlnittee website no later than 24 hours after receipt of such ma-
terial.

(H) Questioning of Witnesses.—Except when the Committee
adopts a motion pursuant to subdivisions (B) and (C) of clause
2(1)(2) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, Committee Members
may question witnesses only when they have been recognized by
the Chair for that purpose. Members shall have the opportunity, as
set forth in Rule XI, cl. 2(j) of the Rules of the House, to question
each witness on the panel for a period not to exceed five minutes.
For any hearing, the Chair of the Committee or Subcommittee may
offer a motion to extend the questioning of a witness or witnesses
by the Member identified in the motion for more than five minutes
as set forth in Rule XI, cl. 2G)(B).

(I) Order of Questioning.—The Chair of the Committee or Sub-
committee shall commence questioning followed by the Ranking
Minority Member. Thereafter, questioning shall alternate between
the majority and minority Members. Before the gavel has been
struck, or in the case of Members arriving simultaneously, the
order of questioning shall be based on seniority among Members of
his or her own party. After the gavel has been struck, Members
first to arrive shall have priority over Members of his or her own
party.

(J) Consideration of Ratio.—In recognizing Members to question
witnesses, the Chair may take into consideration the ratio of ma-
jority and minority Members present in such a manner as to not
disadvantage the Members of either party.

RULE 9.—QUORUM

(A) Determining a Quorum.—A quorum, for purposes of reporting
a measure or recommendation, shall be a majority of the Com-
mittee Members.

(B) Quorum for a Hearing.—For purposes of taking testimony or
receiving evidence, a quorum shall be one Member from the Major-
ity and one Member from the Minority. The Chair of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee shall exercise reasonable comity by wait-
ing for the Ranking Minority Member even if a quorum is present
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before striking the gavel to commence the hearing. For hearings
held by the Committee or a Subcommittee in a location other than
the Committee’s hearing room in Washington, DC, a quorum shall
be deemed to be present if the Chair of the Committee or Sub-
committee is present.

RULE 10.—RECORD VOTES

(A) When Provided.—A record vote of the Committee shall be
provided on any question before the Committee upon the request
of any Member of the Committee. A record of the vote of each
Member of the Committee on a matter before the Committee shall
be available in electronic form within 48 hours of such record vote,
and, with respect to any roll call vote on any motion to amend or
report, shall be included in the report of the Committee showing
the total number of votes cast for and against and the names of
those Members voting for and against.

(B) Public Access to Record Votes.—The Chair of the Committee
shall, not later than 24 hours after consideration of a bill, resolu-
tion, report or other item, cause the text of the reported item and
any amendment adopted thereto to be made publicly available in
electronic form.

RULE 11.—SUBPOENAS

(A) Authorization and Issuance.—A subpoena may be authorized
and issued by the Committee in the conduct of any investigation
or series of investigations or activities to require the attendance
and testimony of such witness and the production of such books,
records, correspondence, memoranda, papers and documents, as
deemed necessary. Such subpoena shall be authorized by a major-
ity of the full Committee. The requirement that the authorization
of a subpoena requires a majority vote may be waived by the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Committee.

(B) Issuance During Congressional Recess.—The Chair may issue
a subpoena, in consultation with the Ranking Minority Member,
when the House is out for session for more than three legislative
days.

RULE 12.—AMENDMENTS DURING MARKUP

(A) Availability of Amendments.—Any amendment offered to any
pending legislation before the Committee must be made available
in written form by any Member of the Committee. If such amend-
ment is not available in written form when requested, the Chair
shall allow an appropriate period for the provision thereof and may
adjourn the markup to provide sufficient time for the provision of
such written amendment. Such period or adjournment shall not
prejudice the offering of such amendment.

(B) Drafting and Filing of Amendments.—For amendments to be
accepted during markup, there is no requirement that the amend-
ments be filed prior to commencement of the markup or prepared
with the assistance of the Office of Legislative Counsel. Even
though it is not necessary, Members seeking to amend legislation
during markup should draft amendments with the assistance of the
Office of Legislative Counsel and consult with the Chair or Rank-
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ing Minority Member’s staff (as appropriate) in the preparation of
such amendments.

RULE 13.—POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

(A) When Postponement is Permissible.—The Chair, in consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member, may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question of approv-
ing any measure or matter or adopting an amendment. The Chair
may resume postponed proceedings, but no later than 24 hours
after such postponement, unless the House is not in session or
there are conflicts with Member schedules that make it unlikely a
quorum will be present to conduct business on the postponed pro-
ceeding. In such cases, the Chair will consult with Members to set
a time as early as possible to resume proceedings but in no event
later than the next meeting date as set forth in Rule 5 of these
Rules.

(B) Resumption of Proceedings.—When proceedings resume on a
postponed question, notwithstanding any intervening order for the
previous question, an underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same extent as when the
question was postponed.

RULE 14.—COMMITTEE RECORDS

(A) The Committee shall keep a complete record of all actions,
which shall include a record of the votes on any question on which
a recorded vote is demanded. The result of any vote by the Com-
mittee, or if applicable by a Subcommittee, including a voice vote
shall be posted on the Committee’s website within 24 hours after
the vote has been taken. Such record shall include a description of
the amendment, motion, order, or other proposition, the name of
the Member voting for and against such amendment, motion, order,
or other proposition, and the names of Members present but not
voting. For any amendment, motion, order, or other proposition de-
cided by voice vote, the record shall include a description and
whether the voice vote was in favor or against.

(B) Transcripts.—The Committee shall keep a complete record of
all Committee and Subcommittee activity which, in the case of a
meeting or hearing transcript, shall include a substantially ver-
batim account of the remarks actually made during the proceedings
subject only to technical, grammatical, and typographical correc-
tions authorized by the person making the remarks.

(C) Availability of Records.— The records of the Committee at
the National Archives and Records Administration shall be made
available in accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the House.
The Chair of the Committee shall notify the Ranking Member of
the Committee of any decision, pursuant to Rule VII, cl. 3(b)(3) or
cl. 4 (b), to withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the Committee for a determination of the
written request of any Member of the Committee.

(D) Publishing and Posting of Records.—The Committee Rules
shall be made publicly available in electronic form and published
in the Congressional Record not later than 30 days after the Chair
of the Committee is elected in each odd-numbered year.
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RULE 15.—COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chair shall maintain an official Committee website for the
purpose of furthering the Committee’s legislative and oversight re-
sponsibilities, including communicating information about Commit-
tee’s activities to Committee Members and other Members of the
House. The Ranking Minority Member may maintain a similar
website for the same purpose, including communicating informa-
tion about the activities of the Minority to Committee Members
and other Members of the House.

RULE 16.—ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE INFORMATION

(A) Access to classified or sensitive information supplied to the
Committee or Subcommittees and attendance at closed sessions of
the Committee or a Subcommittee shall be limited to Members and
necessary Committee staff and stenographic reporters who have
appropriate security clearance when the Chair determines that
such access or attendance is essential to the functioning of the
Committee or one of its Subcommittees.

(B) Procedures Governing Availability.—The procedures to be fol-
lowed in granting access to those hearings, records, data, charts,
and files of the Committee which involve classified information or
information deemed to be sensitive shall be as follows:

(I) Only Members of the House of Representatives and spe-
cifically designated Committee staff of the Committee on Small
Business may have access to such information.

(IT) Members who desire to read materials that are in pos-
session of the Committee shall notify the Clerk of the Com-
mittee in writing.

(IIT) The Clerk of the Committee will maintain an accurate
access log, which identifies the circumstances surrounding ac-
cess to the information, without revealing the material exam-
ined.

(IV) If the material desired to be reviewed is material which
the Committee or Subcommittee deems to be sensitive enough
to require special handling, before receiving access to such in-
formation, individuals will be required to sign an access infor-
mation sheet acknowledging such access and that the indi-
vidual has read and understands the procedures under which
access is being granted.

(V) Material provided for review under this rule shall not be
removed from a specified room within the Committee offices.

(VD) Individuals reviewing materials under this rule shall
make certain that the materials are returned to the proper
custodian.

(VII) No reproductions or recordings may be made of any
portion of such materials.

(VIII) The contents of such information shall not be divulged
to any person in any way, form, shape, or manner and shall
not be discussed with any person who has not received the in-
formation in the manner authorized by the rules of the Com-
mittee.
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(IX) When not being examined in the manner described here-
in, such information will be kept in secure safes or locked file
cabinets within the Committee offices.

(X) These procedures only address access to information the
Committee or Subcommittee deems to be sensitive enough to
require special treatment.

(XI) If a Member of the House of Representatives believes
that certain sensitive information should not be restricted as
to dissemination or use, the Member may petition the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee to so rule. With respect to information
and materials provided to the Committee by the Executive
Branch or an independent agency as that term is defined in 44
U.S.C. §3502, the classification of information and materials
as determined by the Executive Branch or independent agency
shall prevail unless affirmatively changed by the Committee or
Subcommittee involved, after consultation with the Executive
Branch or independent agency.

(XII) Other materials in the possession of the Committee are
to be handled in the accordance with normal practices and tra-
ditions of the Committee.

RULE 17.—OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chair of the Committee may establish such other procedures
and take such actions as may be necessary to carry out the fore-
going rules or to facilitate the effective operation of the Committee.

RULE 18.—AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modified, amended or re-
pealed by a majority vote of the Members, at a meeting specifically
called for such purpose, but only if written notice of the proposed
change or changes has been provided to each Member of the Com-
mittee at least 72 hours prior to the time of the meeting of the
Committee to consider such change or changes.

RULE 19.—BUDGET AND TRAVEL

(A) Allocation of Budget.—From the amount provided to the
Committee in the primary expense resolution adopted by the House
of Representatives in the 115th Congress, the Chair, after consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member, shall designate one-third
of the budget under the direction of the Ranking Minority Member
for the purposes of minority staff, travel expenses of minority staff
and Members, and minority office expenses.

Authorization of Travel.—The Chair may authorize travel in con-
nection with activities or subject matters under the legislative or
oversight jurisdiction of the Committee as set forth in Rule X of the
Rules of the House. The Ranking Minority Member may authorize
travel for any Minority Member or staff of the minority in connec-
tion with activities or subject matters under the Committee’s juris-
diction as set forth in Rule X of the Rules of the House. Before such
travel, there shall be submitted to the Chair of the Committee in
writing the following at least seven (7) calendar days prior speci-
fying: a) the purpose of the travel; b) the dates during which the
travel is to occur; c) the names of the states or countries to be vis-
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ited and the length of time spent in each; and d) the names of
Members and staff of the Committee participating in such travel.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRCTURE FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—

(1) In General.—The Rules of the House are the rules of the
Committee and its subcommittees so far as applicable, except
that a motion to recess from day to day, and a motion to dis-
pense with the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolution, if
printed copies are available, are non-debatable privileged mo-
tions in the Committee and its subcommittees.

(2) Subcommittees.—Each subcommittee is part of the Com-
mittee, and is subject to the authority and direction of the
Committee and its rules so far as applicable.

(239)
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(3) Incorporation of House Rule on Committee Procedure.—
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, which pertains entirely to
Committee procedure, is incorporated and made a part of the
rules of the Committee to the extent applicable. Pursuant to
clause 2(a)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Chair-
man of the Committee is authorized to offer a motion under
clause 1 of Rule XXII of the Rules of the House whenever the
Chairman considers it appropriate.

(b) Publication of Rules.—Pursuant to clause 2(a) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House, the Committee’s rules shall be publicly
available in electronic form and published in the Congressional
Record not later than 30 days after the Chairman is elected in each
odd-numbered year.

(c) Vice Chairman.—The Chairman shall appoint a vice chairman
of the Committee and of each subcommittee. If the Chairman of the
Committee or subcommittee is not present at any meeting of the
Committee or subcommittee, as the case may be, the vice chairman
shall preside. If the vice chairman is not present, the ranking
member of the majority party on the Committee or subcommittee
who is present shall preside at that meeting.

RULE 2.—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings.—Regular meetings of the Committee shall
be held on the last Wednesday of every month to transact its busi-
ness unless such day is a holiday, or the House is in recess or is
adjourned, in which case the Chairman shall determine the regular
meeting day of the Committee for that month. A regular meeting
of the Committee may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of the
Chairman, there is no need for the meeting. This paragraph shall
not apply to meetings of any subcommittee.

(b) Additional Meetings.—The Chairman may call and convene,
as he or she considers necessary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or resolution pending before
the Committee or for the conduct of other committee business. The
Committee shall meet for such purpose pursuant to the call of the
Chairman.

(c) Special Meetings.—If at least three members of the Com-
mittee desire that a special meeting of the Committee be called by
the Chairman, those members may file in the offices of the Com-
mittee their written request to the Chairman for that special meet-
ing. Such request shall specify the measure or matter to be consid-
ered. Immediately upon the filing of the request, the clerk of the
Committee shall notify the Chairman of the filing of the request.
If, within 3 calendar days after the filing of the request, the Chair-
man does not call the requested special meeting to be held within
7 calendar days after the filing of the request, a majority of the
members of the Committee may file in the offices of the Committee
their written notice that a special meeting of the Committee will
be held, specifying the date and hour thereof, and the measure or
matter to be considered at that special meeting. The Committee
shall meet on that date and hour. Immediately upon the filing of
the notice, the clerk of the Committee shall notify all members of
the Committee that such meeting will be held and inform them of
its date and hour and the measure or matter to be considered; and
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only the measure or matter specified in that notice may be consid-
ered at that special meeting. Such notice shall also be made pub-
licly available in electronic form and shall be deemed to satisfy
paragraph (d)(1).

(d) Notice.—

(1) Minimum notice period.—Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Chairman shall make
a public announcement of the date, place, and subject matter
of a Committee or subcommittee meeting, which may not com-
mence earlier than the third day on which members have no-
tice thereof.

(2) Changes in meeting times.—A meeting may commence
sooner than announced if the Chairman, with concurrence of
the ranking minority member, determines there is good cause
to begin the meeting sooner or the Committee or subcommittee
so determines by majority vote, a quorum being present for the
transaction of business. The Chairman shall make a public an-
nouncement of the meeting time change at the earliest possible
opportunity.

(3) Notification of daily digest clerk.—The clerk of the Com-
mittee shall notify the Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional
Record as soon as possible after a public announcement of a
time change for a Committee or subcommittee meeting is made
under this paragraph.

(e) Prohibition on Sitting During Joint Session.—The Committee
may not sit during a joint session of the House and Senate or dur-
ing a recess when a joint meeting of the House and Senate is in
progress.

RULE 3.—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS GENERALLY

(a) Minimum Period For Availability of Committee Markup
Text.—Pursuant to clause 2(g)(4) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House, the Chairman shall make publicly available, in electronic
form, the text of any legislation to be marked up at least 24 hours
prior to the commencement of a meeting for the markup of legisla-
tion, or at the time of a meeting announcement under paragraph
(d)(2) of Committee Rule II if made within 24 hours before such
meeting.

(b) Open Meetings.—Each meeting for the transaction of busi-
ness, including the markup of legislation, and each hearing of the
Committee or a subcommittee shall be open to the public, except
as provided by clause 2(g) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House.

(¢) Meetings To Begin Promptly.—Each meeting or hearing of the
Committee shall begin promptly at the time so stipulated in the
public announcement of the meeting or hearing.

(d) Addressing the Committee.—Except as provided under para-
graph (e) of Committee Rule VI, a Committee member may address
the Committee or a subcommittee on any bill, motion, or other mat-
ter under consideration—

(1) only when recognized by the Chairman for that purpose;
and

(2) only for 5 minutes, or for a period of time designated by
the Chairman with concurrence of the ranking minority mem-
ber, until such time as each member of the Committee or sub-
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committee who so desires has had an opportunity to address
the Committee or subcommittee.

A member shall be limited in his or her remarks to the subject
mattﬁr under consideration. The Chairman shall enforce this para-
graph.

(e) Participation of Members in Subcommittee Meetings and
Hearings.—All members of the Committee who are not members of
a particular subcommittee may, by unanimous consent of the mem-
bers of such subcommittee, participate in any subcommittee meet-
ing or hearing. However, a member who is not a member of the
subcommittee may not vote on any matter before the sub-
committee, be counted for purposes of establishing a quorum, or
raise points of order.

(f) Broadcasting.—Whenever a meeting for the transaction of
business, including the markup of legislation, or a hearing is open
to the public, that meeting or hearing shall be open to coverage by
television, radio, and still photography in accordance with clause 4
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. Operation and use of any
Committee Internet broadcast system shall be fair and nonpartisan
and in accordance with clause 4(b) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House and all other applicable rules of the Committee and the
House. Further, pursuant to clause 2(e)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House, the Committee shall provide audio and video cov-
erage of each hearing or meeting for the transaction of business in
a manner that allows the public to easily listen to and view the
proceedings. The Committee shall also maintain the recordings of
such coverage in a manner that is easily accessible to the public.

(g) Access to the Dais and Lounges.—Access to the hearing rooms’
daises and to the lounges adjacent to the Committee hearing rooms
shall be limited to Members of Congress and employees of Congress
during a meeting or hearing of the Committee unless specifically
permitted by the Chairman or ranking minority member.

(h) Use of Cellular Telephones.—During a hearing, mark-up, or
other meeting of the Committee, ringing or audible sounds or con-
versational use of cellular telephones or other electronic devices is
prohibited in the Committee room.

(i) Availability of Text of Amendments in Electronic Form.—Pur-
suant to clause 2(e) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, not later
than 24 hours after the adoption of any amendment to a measure
or matter considered by the Committee, the Chairman shall cause
the text of the amendment to be made publicly available in elec-
tronic form.

RULE 4.—POWER To SIT AND ACT; POWER TO CONDUCT
INVESTIGATIONS; OATHS; SUBPOENA POWER

(a) Authority To Sit and Act.—For the purpose of carrying out
any of its functions and duties under Rules X and XI of the Rules
of the House, the Committee and each of its subcommittees, is au-
thorized (subject to paragraph (d)(1))—

(1) to sit and act at such times and places within the United
States whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has
adjourned and to hold such hearings; and

(2) to require, by subpoena or otherwise, the attendance and
testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books,
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records, correspondence, memorandums, papers, and docu-
ments, as it deems necessary.

(b) Authority To Conduct Investigations.—

(1) In general.—The Committee is authorized at any time to
conduct such investigations and studies as it may consider nec-
essary or appropriate in the exercise of its responsibilities
under Rule X of the Rules of the House and (subject to the
adoption of expense resolutions as required by Rule X, clause
6 of the Rules of the House) to incur expenses (including travel
expenses) in connection therewith.

(2) Major investigations by subcommittees.—A subcommittee
may not begin a major investigation without approval of a ma-
jority of such subcommittee.

(¢) Oaths.—The Chairman, or any member designated by the
Chairman, may administer oaths to any witness.

(d) Issuance of Subpoenas.—

(1) In general.—A subpoena may be issued by the Committee
or subcommittee under paragraph (a)(2) in the conduct of any
investigation or activity or series of investigations or activities,
only when authorized by a majority of the members voting, a
majority being present. Such authorized subpoenas shall be
signed by the Chairman of the Committee or by any member
designated by the Committee. If a specific request for a sub-
poena has not been previously rejected by either the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, the Chairman of the Committee, after
consultation with the ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee, may authorize and issue a subpoena under paragraph
(a)(2) in the conduct of any investigation or activity or series
of investigations or activities, and such subpoena shall for all
purposes be deemed a subpoena issued by the Committee. As
soon as practicable after a subpoena is issued under this rule,
the Chairman shall notify all members of the Committee of
such action.

(2) Enforcement.—Compliance with any subpoena issued by
the Committee or subcommittee under paragraph (a)(2) may be
enforced only as authorized or directed by the House.

(e) Expenses of Subpoenaed Witnesses.—Each witness who has
been subpoenaed, upon the completion of his or her testimony be-
fore the Committee or any subcommittee, may report to the offices
of the Committee, and there sign appropriate vouchers for travel
allowances and attendance fees. If hearings are held in cities other
than Washington, D.C., the witness may contact the counsel of the
Committee, or his or her representative, before leaving the hearing
room.

RULE 5.—QUORUMS AND RECORD VOTES; POSTPONEMENT OF VOTES

(a) Working Quorum.—One-third of the members of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for taking any
action other than the closing of a meeting pursuant to clauses 2(g)
and 2(k)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the authorizing
of a subpoena pursuant to paragraph (d) of Committee Rule IV, the
reporting of a measure or recommendation pursuant to paragraph
(b)(1) of Committee Rule VII, and the actions described in para-
graphs (b), (c) and (d) of this rule.
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(b) Quorum for Reporting.—A majority of the members of the
Committee or a subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for the re-
porting of a measure or recommendation.

(¢) Approval of Certain Matters.—A majority of the members of
the Committee or a subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for ap-
proval of a resolution concerning any of the following actions:

(1) A prospectus for construction, alteration, purchase or ac-
quisition of a public building or the lease of space as required
by section 3307 of title 40, United States Code.

(2) Survey investigation of a proposed project for navigation,
flood control, and other purposes by the Corps of Engineers
(section 4 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 4, 1913, 33
U.S.C. 542).

(8) Construction of a water resources development project by
the Corps of Engineers with an estimated Federal cost not ex-
ceedi)ng $15,000,000 (section 201 of the Flood Control Act of
1965).

(4) Deletion of water quality storage in a Federal reservoir
project where the benefits attributable to water quality are 15
percent or more but not greater than 25 percent of the total
project benefits (section 65 of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 1974).

(5) Authorization of a Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice watershed project involving any single structure of more
than 4,000 acre feet of total capacity (section 2 of P.L. 566,
83rd Congress).

(d) Quorum for Taking Testimony.—Two members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall constitute a quorum for the purpose
of taking testimony and receiving evidence.

(e) Record Votes.—A record vote may be demanded by one-fifth
of the members present.

(f) Postponement of Votes.—

(1) In general.—In accordance with clause 2(h)(4) of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House, the Chairman of the Committee or
a subcommittee, after consultation with the ranking minority
member of the Committee or subcommittee, may—

(A) postpone further proceedings when a record vote is
ordered on the question of approving a measure or matter
or on adopting an amendment; and

(B) resume proceedings on a postponed question at any
time after reasonable notice.

(2) Resumption of proceedings.—When proceedings resume
on a postponed question, notwithstanding any intervening
order for the previous question, an underlying proposition shall
remain subject to further debate or amendment to the same ex-
tent as when the question was postponed.

(g) Availability of Record Votes in Electronic Form.— Pursuant to
clause 2(e)(1)(B)(i) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Chair-
man shall make the result of any record vote publicly available for
inspection at reasonable times in the offices of the Committee and
in electronic form within 48 hours of such record vote.

RULE 6.—HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) Announcement of Hearing.—
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(1) Minimum notice period.—Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Chairman shall make
a public announcement of the date, place, and subject matter
of a Committee or subcommittee hearing, which may not com-
mence earlier than the one week after such notice.

(2) Changes in hearing times.—A hearing may commence
sooner than announced if the Chairman, with concurrence of
the ranking minority member, determines there is good cause
to begin the hearing sooner or the Committee so determines by
majority vote, a quorum being present for the transaction of
business. The Chairman shall make a public announcement of
the hearing time change at the earliest possible opportunity.

(3) Notification of daily digest clerk.—The clerk of the Com-
mittee shall notify the Daily Digest Clerk of the Congressional
Record as soon as possible after a public announcement of a
time change for a Committee or subcommittee hearing is made
under this paragraph.

(b) Written Statement,; Oral Testimony.—

(1) Filing of statement.—So far as practicable, each witness
who is to appear before the Committee or a subcommittee shall
file with the clerk of the Committee or subcommittee, at least
2 working days before the day of his or her appearance, a writ-
ten statement of proposed testimony. The Chairman, with the
concurrence of the ranking minority member, may take the fol-
lowing actions for failure to comply with this requirement: (A)
exclude such witness’ written testimony from the hearing
record; (B) bar such witness’ oral presentation of the testi-
mony; or (C) both (A) and (B). Each witness shall limit his or
her oral presentation to a summary of the written statement.

(2) Truth in testimony information.—Pursuant to clause
2(g)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House, in the case of a
witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity, a written
statement of proposed testimony shall include a curriculum
vitae and a disclosure of the amount and source of each Fed-
eral grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract
thereof), or the amount and country of origin of any contract
or payment originating with a foreign government, received
during the current calendar year or either of the two previous
calendar years by the witness or by an entity represented by
the witness and related to the subject matter of the hearing.

(3) Availability of information in electronic form.—State-
ments filed under this paragraph, with appropriate redaction
to protect the privacy of the witness, shall be made publicly
available in electronic form not later than one day after the
witness appears.

(¢c) Minority Witnesses.—When any hearing is conducted by the
Committee or any subcommittee upon any measure or matter, the
minority party members on the Committee or subcommittee shall
be entitled, upon request to the Chairman by a majority of those
minority members before the completion of such hearing, to call
witnesses selected by the minority to testify with respect to that
measure or matter during at least one day of hearing thereon.

(d) Summary of Subject Matter.—Upon announcement of a hear-
ing, to the extent practicable, the Committee shall make available
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immediately to all members of the Committee a concise summary
of the subject matter (including legislative reports and other mate-
rial) under consideration. In addition, upon announcement of a
hearing and subsequently as they are received, the Chairman shall
make available to the members of the Committee any official re-
ports from departments and agencies on such matter.

(e) Opening Statements; Questioning of Witnesses.—

(1) Opening Statements.—

(A) Chairman and Ranking Member.—At a hearing of
the Full Committee, the Chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee shall each be entitled to present
an oral opening statement of five minutes. At a hearing of
a subcommittee, the Chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee and the Chairman and ranking
minority member of the subcommittee shall each be enti-
tled to present an opening statement for five minutes.

(B) Other Members.—At a hearing of the Full Committee
or a subcommittee, other members of the Committee or
subcommittee, as appropriate, may submit written opening
statements for the record. The Chairman presiding over
the hearing may permit oral opening statements by other
members of the Committee or subcommittee, as appro-
priate, with the concurrence of the ranking minority mem-
ber.

(2) Questioning of Witnesses.—The questioning of witnesses
in Committee and subcommittee hearings shall be initiated by
the Chairman, followed by the ranking minority member and
all other members alternating between the majority and mi-
nority parties. In recognizing members to question witnesses in
this fashion, the Chairman shall take into consideration the
ratio of the majority to minority members present and shall es-
tablish the order of recognition for questioning in such a man-
ner as not to disadvantage the members of the majority nor
the members of the minority. The Chairman may accomplish
this by recognizing two majority members for each minority
member recognized.

(f) Procedures for Questions.—

(1) In general.—A Committee member may question a wit-
ness at a hearing—

(A) only when recognized by the Chairman for that pur-
pose; and

(B) subject to subparagraphs (2) and (3), only for 5 min-
utes until such time as each member of the Committee or
subcommittee who so desires has had an opportunity to
question the witness.

A member shall be limited in his or her remarks to the sub-
ject matter under consideration. The Chairman shall enforce
this subparagraph.

(2) Extended questioning of witnesses by members.—The
Chairman of the Committee or a subcommittee, with the con-
currence of the ranking minority member, or the Committee or
subcommittee by motion, may permit a specified number of its
members to question a witness for longer than 5 minutes. The
time for extended questioning of a witness under this subdivi-



247

sion shall be equal for the majority party and minority party
and may not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(8) Extended questioning of witnesses by staff.—The Chair-
man of the Committee or a subcommittee, with the concur-
rence of the ranking minority member, or the Committee or
subcommittee by motion, may permit Committee staff for its
majority and minority party members to question a witness for
equal specified periods. The time for extended questioning of a
witness under this subdivision shall be equal for the majority
party and minority party and may not exceed one hour in the
aggregate.

(4) Right to question witnesses following extended ques-
tioning.—Nothing in subparagraph (2) or (3) affects the right
of a member (other than a member designated under subpara-
graph (2)) to question a witness for 5 minutes in accordance
with subparagraph (1)(B) after the questioning permitted
under subparagraph (2) or (3).

(g) Additional Hearing Procedures.—Clause 2(k) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House (relating to additional rules for hearings) ap-
plies to hearings of the Committee and its subcommittees.

RULE 7.—PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND
REPORTS

(a) Filing of Reports.—

(1) In general.—The Chairman of the Committee shall report
promptly to the House any measure or matter approved by the
Committee and take necessary steps to bring the measure or
matter to a vote.

(2) Requests for reporting.—The report of the Committee on
a measure or matter which has been approved by the Com-
mittee shall be filed within 7 calendar days (exclusive of days
on which the House is not in session) after the day on which
there has been filed with the clerk of the Committee a written
request, signed by a majority of the members of the Com-
mittee, for the reporting of that measure or matter. Upon the
filing of any such request, the clerk of the Committee shall
transmit immediately to the Chairman of the Committee notice
of the filing of that request.

(b) Quorum; Record Votes.—

(1) Quorum.—No measure, matter, or recommendation shall
be reported from the Committee unless a majority of the Com-
mittee was actually present.

(2) Record votes.—With respect to each record vote on a mo-
tion to report any measure or matter of a public character, and
on any amendment offered to the measure or matter, the total
number of votes cast for and against, and the names of those
members voting for and against, shall be included in the Com-
mittee report on the measure or matter.

(¢) Required Matters.—The report of the Committee on a measure
or matter which has been approved by the Committee shall include
the items required to be included by clauses 2(c) and 3 of Rule XIII
of the Rules of the House.

(d) Additional Views.—If, at the time of approval of any measure
or matter by the Committee, any member of the Committee gives



248

notice of intention to file supplemental, minority, additional, or dis-
senting views, all members shall be entitled to not less than two
additional calendar days after the day of such notice (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) in which to file such writ-
ten and signed views in accordance with clause 2(1) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House.

(e) Activities Report.—

(1) In general.—Not later than January 2 of each odd num-
bered year, the Committee shall submit to the House a report
on the activities of the Committee.

(2) Contents.—The report shall include—

(A) separate sections summarizing the legislative and
oversight activities of the Committee under Rules X and
XTI of the Rules of the House during the Congress;

(B) a summary of the authorization and oversight plan
submitted by the Committee under clause 2(d) of Rule X
of the Rules of the House;

(C) a summary of the actions taken and recommenda-
tions made with respect to the authorization and oversight
plan specified in subdivision (B);

(D) a summary of any additional oversight activities un-
dertaken by the Committee and any recommendations
made or actions taken thereon; and

(E) a delineation of any hearings held pursuant to
clauses 2(n), (0), or (p) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

(3) Filing.—After an adjournment sine die of the last regular
session of a Congress, or after December 15 of an even num-
bered year, whichever occurs first, the Chairman may file the
report described in subparagraph (1) with the Clerk of the
House at any time and without approval of the Committee,
provided that—

(A) a copy of the report has been available to each mem-
ber of the Committee for at least seven calendar days; and

(B) the report includes any supplemental, minority, addi-
tional, or dissenting views submitted by a member of the
Committee.

(f) Other Committee Materials.—

(1) In general.—All Committee and subcommittee prints, re-
ports, documents, or other materials, not otherwise provided
for under this rule, that purport to express publicly the views
of the Committee or any of its subcommittees or members of
the Committee or its subcommittees shall be approved by the
Committee or the subcommittee prior to printing and distribu-
tion and any member shall be given an opportunity to have
views included as part of such material prior to printing, re-
lease, and distribution in accordance with paragraph (d) of this
rule.

(2) Documents containing views other than member views.—
A Committee or subcommittee document containing views
other than those of members of the Committee or sub-
committee shall not be published without approval of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee.
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(3) Disclaimer.—All Committee or subcommittee reports
printed pursuant to legislative study or investigation and not
approved by a majority vote of the Committee or sub-
committee, as appropriate, shall contain the following dis-
claimer on the cover of such report: “This report has not been
officially adopted by the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure (or pertinent subcommittee thereof) and may not
therefore necessarily reflect the views of its members.”.

(4) Compilations of laws.—To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the Committee shall publish a compilation of laws
under the jurisdiction of each subcommittee.

(g) Availability of Publications.—Pursuant to clause 2(e)(4) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Committee shall make its
publications available in electronic form to the maximum extent
feasible.

RULE 8.—ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEES; SIZE AND PARTY
RaTIOS

(a) Establishment.—There shall be 6 standing subcommittees.
These subcommittees, with the following sizes (including delegates)
and majority/minority ratios, are:

(1) Subcommittee on Aviation (39 Members: 22 Majority and
17 Minority).

(2) Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation (16 Members: 9 Majority and 7 Minority).

(3) Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Build-
ings, and Emergency Management (15 Members: 9 Majority
and 6 Minority).

(4) Subcommittee on Highways and Transit (50 Members: 28
Majority and 22 Minority).

(5) Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous
Materials (34 Members: 19 Majority and 15 Minority).

(6) Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment (32
Members: 18 Majority and 14 Minority).

(b) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee shall serve as ex officio voting members
on each subcommittee.

(¢) Ratios.—On each subcommittee there shall be a ratio of ma-
jority party members to minority party members which shall be no
less favorable to the majority party than the ratio for the Full
Committee. In calculating the ratio of majority party members to
minority party members, there shall be included the ex officio
members of the subcommittees.

RULE 9.—POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Authority To Sit.—Each subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence, and report to the Full Committee
on all matters referred to it or under its jurisdiction. Subcommittee
chairmen shall set dates for hearings and meetings of their respec-
tive subcommittees after consultation with the Chairman and other
subcommittee chairmen with a view toward avoiding simultaneous
scheduling of Full Committee and subcommittee meetings or hear-
ings whenever possible.
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(b) Consideration by Committee.—Each bill, resolution, or other
matter favorably reported by a subcommittee shall automatically
be placed upon the agenda of the Committee. Any such matter re-
ported by a subcommittee shall not be considered by the Committee
unless it has been delivered to the offices of all members of the
Committee at least 48 hours before the meeting, unless the Chair-
man determines that the matter is of such urgency that it should
be given early consideration. Where practicable, such matters shall
be accompanied by a comparison with present law and a section-
by-section analysis.

RULE 10.—REFERRAL OF LEGISLATION TO SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) General Requirement.—Except where the Chairman of the
Committee determines, in consultation with the majority members
of the Committee, that consideration is to be by the Full Com-
mittee, each bill, resolution, investigation, or other matter which
relates to a subject listed under the jurisdiction of any sub-
committee established in Committee Rule VIII referred to or initi-
ated by the Full Committee shall be referred by the Chairman to
all subcommittees of appropriate jurisdiction within two weeks. All
bills shall be referred to the subcommittee of proper jurisdiction
without regard to whether the author is or is not a member of the
subcommittee.

(b) Recall From Subcommittee.—A bill, resolution, or other mat-
ter referred to a subcommittee in accordance with this rule may be
recalled therefrom at any time by a vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee voting, a quorum being present, for the
Committee’s direct consideration or for reference to another sub-
committee.

(¢) Multiple Referrals.—In carrying out this rule with respect to
any matter, the Chairman may refer the matter simultaneously to
two or more subcommittees for concurrent consideration or for con-
sideration in sequence (subject to appropriate time limitations in
the case of any subcommittee after the first), or divide the matter
into two or more parts (reflecting different subjects and jurisdic-
tions) and refer each such part to a different subcommittee, or
make such other provisions as he or she considers appropriate.

RULE 11.—RECOMMENDATION ON CONFERENCES

The Chairman of the Committee shall recommend to the Speaker
as conferees the names of those members (1) of the majority party
selected by the Chairman, and (2) of the minority party selected by
the ranking minority member of the Committee. Recommendations
of conferees to the Speaker shall provide a ratio of majority party
members to minority party members which shall be no less favor-
able to the majority party than the ratio for the Committee.

RULE 12.—OVERSIGHT

(a) Purpose.—The Committee shall carry out oversight respon-
sibilities as provided in this rule in order to assist the House in—
(1) its analysis, appraisal, and evaluation of—
(A) the application, administration, execution, and effec-
tiveness of the laws enacted by the Congress; or
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(B) conditions and circumstances which may indicate the
necessity or desirability of enacting new or additional leg-
islation; and

(2) its formulation, consideration, and enactment of such
modifications or changes in those laws, and of such additional
legislation, as may be necessary or appropriate.

(b) Authorization and Qversight Plan.—Not later than February
15 of the first session of each Congress, the Committee shall adopt
its authorization and oversight plan for that Congress in accord-
ance with clause 2(d)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the House.

(¢) Review of Laws and Programs.—The Committee and the ap-
propriate subcommittees shall cooperatively review and study, on
a continuing basis, the application, administration, execution, and
effectiveness of those laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of
which is within the jurisdiction of the Committee, and the organi-
zation and operation of the Federal agencies and entities having re-
sponsibilities in or for the administration and execution thereof, in
order to determine whether such laws and the programs there-
under are being implemented and carried out in accordance with
the intent of the Congress and whether such programs should be
continued, curtailed, or eliminated. In addition, the Committee and
the appropriate subcommittees shall cooperatively review and
study any conditions or circumstances which may indicate the ne-
cessity or desirability of enacting new or additional legislation
within the jurisdiction of the Committee (whether or not any bill
or resolution has been introduced with respect thereto), and shall
on a continuing basis undertake future research and forecasting on
matters within the jurisdiction of the Committee.

(d) Review of Tax Policies.—The Committee and the appropriate
subcommittees shall cooperatively review and study on a con-
tinuing basis the impact or probable impact of tax policies affecting
subjects within the jurisdiction of the Committee.

RULE 13.—REVIEW OF CONTINUING PROGRAMS; BUDGET ACT
PrROVISIONS

(a) Ensuring Annual Appropriations.—The Committee shall, in
its consideration of all bills and joint resolutions of a public char-
acter within its jurisdiction, ensure that appropriations for con-
tinuing programs and activities of the Federal Government and the
District of Columbia government will be made annually to the max-
imum extent feasible and consistent with the nature, requirements,
and objectives of the programs and activities involved.

(b) Review of Multi-Year Appropriations.—The Committee shall
review, from time to time, each continuing program within its ju-
risdiction for which appropriations are not made annually in order
to ascertain whether such program could be modified so that appro-
priations therefore would be made annually.

(¢c) Views and Estimates.—In accordance with clause 4(f)(1) of
Rule X of the Rules of the House, the Committee shall submit to
the Committee on the Budget—

(1) its views and estimates with respect to all matters to be
set forth in the concurrent resolution on the budget for the en-
suing fiscal year which are within its jurisdiction or functions;
and
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(2) an estimate of the total amount of new budget authority,
and budget outlays resulting therefrom, to be provided or au-
thorized in all bills and resolutions within its jurisdiction
which it intends to be effective during that fiscal year.

(d) Budget Allocations.—As soon as practicable after a concurrent
resolution on the budget for any fiscal year is agreed to, the Com-
mittee (after consulting with the appropriate committee or commit-
tees of the Senate) shall subdivide any allocations made to it in the
joint explanatory statement accompanying the conference report on
such resolution, and promptly report such subdivisions to the
House, in the manner provided by section 302 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

(e) Reconciliation.—Whenever the Committee is directed in a con-
current resolution on the budget to determine and recommend
changes in laws, bills, or resolutions under the reconciliation proc-
ess, it shall promptly make such determination and recommenda-
tions, and report a reconciliation bill or resolution (or both) to the
House or submit such recommendations to the Committee on the
Budget, in accordance with the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

RULE 14.—RECORDS

(a) Keeping of Records.—The Committee shall keep a complete
record of all Committee action which shall include—

(1) in the case of any meeting or hearing transcripts, a sub-
stantially verbatim account of remarks actually made during
the proceedings, subject only to technical, grammatical, and ty-
pographical corrections authorized by the person making the
remarks involved; and

(2) a record of the votes on any question on which a record
vote is taken.

(b) Public Inspection.—The result of each such record vote shall
be made available by the Committee for inspection by the public
at reasonable times in the offices of the Committee. Information so
available for public inspection shall include a description of the
amendment, motion, order, or other proposition and the name of
each member voting for and each member voting against such
amendment, motion, order, or proposition, and the names of those
members present but not voting.

(c) Property of the House.—All Committee records (including
hearings, data, charts, and files) shall be kept separate and distinct
from the congressional office records of the member serving as
Chairman of the Committee; and such records shall be the property
of the House and all members of the House shall have access there-
to.

(d) Availability of Archived Records.—The records of the Com-
mittee at the National Archives and Records Administration shall
be made available for public use in accordance with Rule VII of the
Rules of the House. The Chairman shall notify the ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee of any decision, pursuant to clause
3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of such rule, to withhold a record otherwise
available, and the matter shall be presented to the Committee for
a determination on written request of any member of the Com-
mittee.
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(e) Authority To Print.—The Committee is authorized to have
printed and bound testimony and other data presented at hearings
held by the Committee. All costs of stenographic services and tran-
scripts in connection with any meeting or hearing of the Committee
shall be paid as provided in clause 1(c) of Rule XI of the House.

RULE 15.—COMMITTEE BUDGETS

(a) Biennial Budget.—The Chairman, in consultation with the
chairman of each subcommittee, the majority members of the Com-
mittee, and the minority members of the Committee, shall, for each
Congress, prepare a consolidated Committee budget. Such budget
shall include necessary amounts for staff personnel, necessary trav-
el, investigation, and other expenses of the Committee.

(b) Additional Expenses.—Authorization for the payment of addi-
tional or unforeseen Committee expenses may be procured by one
or more additional expense resolutions processed in the same man-
ner as set out herein.

(¢c) Travel Requests.—The Chairman or any chairman of a sub-
committee may initiate necessary travel requests as provided in
Committee Rule XVII within the limits of the consolidated budget
as approved by the House and the Chairman may execute nec-
essary vouchers thereof.

(d) Monthly Reports.—Once monthly, the Chairman shall submit
to the Committee on House Administration, in writing, a full and
detailed accounting of all expenditures made during the period
since the last such accounting from the amount budgeted to the
Committee. Such report shall show the amount and purpose of
such expenditure and the budget to which such expenditure is at-
tributed. A copy of such monthly report shall be available in the
Committee office for review by members of the Committee.

RULE 16.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Appointment by Chairman.—The Chairman shall appoint and
determine the remuneration of, and may remove, the employees of
the Committee not assigned to the minority. The staff of the Com-
mittee not assigned to the minority shall be under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Chairman, who shall establish and
assign the duties and responsibilities of such staff members and
delegate such authority as he or she determines appropriate.

(b) Appointment by Ranking Minority Member.—The ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee shall appoint and determine the
remuneration of, and may remove, the staff assigned to the minor-
ity within the budget approved for such purposes. The staff as-
signed to the minority shall be under the general supervision and
direction of the ranking minority member of the Committee who
may delegate such authority as he or she determines appropriate.

(¢) Intention Regarding Staff.—It is intended that the skills and
experience of all members of the Committee staff shall be available
to all members of the Committee.

RULE 17.—TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF

(a) Approval.—Consistent with the primary expense resolution
and such additional expense resolutions as may have been ap-
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proved, the provisions of this rule shall govern travel of Committee
members and staff. Travel to be reimbursed from funds set aside
for the Committee for any member or any staff member shall be
paid only upon the prior authorization of the Chairman. Travel
shall be authorized by the Chairman for any member and any staff
member in connection with the attendance of hearings conducted
by the Committee or any subcommittee and meetings, conferences,
and investigations which involve activities or subject matter under
the general jurisdiction of the Committee. Before such authoriza-
tion is given there shall be submitted to the Chairman in writing
the following:

(1) The purpose of the travel.

(2) The dates during which the travel is to be made and the
date or dates of the event for which the travel is being made.

(231) The location of the event for which the travel is to be
made.

(4) The names of members and staff seeking authorization.

(b) Subcommittee Travel.—In the case of travel of members and
staff of a subcommittee to hearings, meetings, conferences, and in-
vestigations involving activities or subject matter under the legisla-
tive assignment of such subcommittee, prior authorization must be
obtained from the subcommittee chairman and the Chairman. Such
prior authorization shall be given by the Chairman only upon the
representation by the chairman of such subcommittee in writing
setting forth those items enumerated in subparagraphs (1), (2), (3),
and (4) of paragraph (a) and that there has been a compliance
where applicable with Committee Rule VI.

(¢) Travel Outside the United States.—

(1) In general.—In the case of travel outside the United
States of members and staff of the Committee or of a sub-
committee for the purpose of conducting hearings, investiga-
tions, studies, or attending meetings and conferences involving
activities or subject matter under the legislative assignment of
the Committee or pertinent subcommittee, prior authorization
must be obtained from the Chairman, or, in the case of a sub-
committee from the subcommittee chairman and the Chair-
man. Before such authorization is given there shall be sub-
mitted to the Chairman, in writing, a request for such author-
ization. Each request, which shall be filed in a manner that al-
lows for a reasonable period of time for review before such
travel is scheduled to begin, shall include the following:

(A) The purpose of the travel.

(B) The dates during which the travel will occur.

(C) The names of the countries to be visited and the
length of time to be spent in each.

(D) An agenda of anticipated activities for each country
for which travel is authorized together with a description
of the purpose to be served and the areas of Committee ju-
risdiction involved.

(E) The names of members and staff for whom author-
ization is sought.

(2) Initiation of requests.—Requests for travel outside the
United States may be initiated by the Chairman or the chair-
man of a subcommittee (except that individuals may submit a
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request to the Chairman for the purpose of attending a con-
ference or meeting) and shall be limited to members and per-
manent employees of the Committee.

(d) Reports by Members and Staff.—Within 15 legislative days
from the conclusion of any hearing, investigation, study, meeting,
or conference for which travel has been authorized pursuant to this
rule, each member and staff member involved in such travel shall
submit a written report to the Chairman covering the activities and
other pertinent observations or information gained as a result of
such travel.

(e) Applicability of Laws, Rules, Policies.—Members and staff of
the Committee performing authorized travel on official business
shall be governed by applicable laws, resolutions, or regulations of
the House and of the Committees on House Administration and
Ethics pertaining to such travel, and by the travel policy of the
Committee.

RULE 18.—COMMITTEE PANELS

(a) Designation.—In accordance with clause 5(b)(2)(C) of Rule X
of the Rules of the House, the Chairman of the Committee, with
the concurrence of the ranking minority member, may designate a
panel of the Committee consisting of members of the Committee to
inquire into and take testimony on a matter or matters that fall
within the jurisdiction of more than one subcommittee and to re-
port to the Committee.

(b) Duration.—No panel designated under paragraph (a) shall
continue in existence for more than six months after the date of the
designation.

(c) Party Ratios and Appointment.—The ratio of majority mem-
bers to minority members on a panel designated under paragraph
(a) shall be as close as practicable to the ratio of the Full Com-
mittee. All majority members of the panels shall be appointed by
the Chairman of the Committee, and all minority members shall be
appointed by the ranking minority member of the Committee. The
Chairman of the Committee shall choose one of the majority mem-
bers so appointed to serve as Chairman of the panel. The ranking
minority member of the Committee shall similarly choose the rank-
ing minority member of the panel.

(d) Ex Officio Members.—The Chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee may serve as ex-officio members of a
panel designated under paragraph (a). The Chairman and ranking
minority member are authorized to vote on matters that arise be-
fore the panel and shall be counted to satisfy the quorum require-
ment for any purpose.

(e) Jurisdiction.—No panel designated under paragraph (a) shall
have legislative jurisdiction.

(f) Applicability of Committee Rules.—A panel designated under
paragraph (a) shall be subject to all Committee Rules herein.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS FOR
THE 115TH CONGRESS

JURISDICTION OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS

Rule X of the Rules of the House of Representatives establishes
the standing committees of the House and their jurisdiction. Under
that rule, all bills, resolutions, and other matters relating to the
subjects within the jurisdiction of any standing committee shall be
referred to such committee. Clause 1(s) of Rule X establishes the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs as follows:

(1) Veterans’ measures generally.

(2) Cemeteries of the United States in which veterans of any
war or conflict are or may be buried, whether in the United
States or abroad (except cemeteries administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior).

(3) Compensation, vocational rehabilitation, and education of
veterans.

(4) Life insurance issued by the Government on account of
service in the Armed Forces.

(5) Pensions of all the wars of the United States, general and
special.

(6) Readjustment of servicemembers to civil life.

(7) Servicemembers’ civil relief.

(8) Veterans’ hospitals, medical care, and treatment of vet-
erans.

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS

(a) Applicability of House Rules.—The Rules of the House are the
rules of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and its subcommittees
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so far as applicable, except that a motion to recess from day to day,
and a motion to dispense with the first reading (in full) of a bill
or resolution, if printed copies are available, are non-debatable
privileged motions in Committees and subcommittees.

(b) Subcommittees.—Each subcommittee of the Committee is a
part of the Committee and is subject to the authority and direction
of the Committee and to its rules so far as applicable.

(¢) Incorporation of House Rule on Committee Procedure.—Rule
XTI of the Rules of the House, which pertains entirely to Committee
procedure, is incorporated and made part of the rules of the Com-
mittee to the extent applicable. Pursuant to clause 2(a)(3) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House, the Chairman of the full Committee
is directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII of the
Rules of the House whenever the Chairman considers it appro-
priate.

(d) Vice Chairman.—Pursuant to clause 2(d) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House, the Chairman of the full Committee shall des-
ignate the Vice Chairman of the Committee.

RULE 2.—REGULAR AND ADDITIONAL MEETINGS

(a) Regular Meetings.—The regular meeting day for the Com-
mittee shall be at 10 a.m. on the second Wednesday of each month
in such place as the Chairman may designate. However, the Chair-
man may dispense with a regular Wednesday meeting of the Com-
mittee.

(b) Additional Meetings.—The Chairman of the Committee may
call and convene, as he considers necessary, additional meetings of
the Committee for the consideration of any bill or resolution pend-
ing before the Committee or for the conduct of other Committee
business. The Committee shall meet for such purpose pursuant to
the call of the Chairman.

(c) Notice.—The Chairman shall notify each Member of the Com-
mittee of the agenda of each regular and additional meeting of the
Committee at least 24 hours before the time of the meeting, except
under circumstances the Chairman determines to be of an emer-
gency nature. Under such circumstances, the Chairman shall make
an effort to consult the Ranking Minority Member, or in such Mem-
ber’s absence, the next ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee.

RULE 3.—MEETINGS AND HEARINGS GENERALLY

(a) Open Meetings and Hearings.—Meetings and hearings of the
Committee and each of its subcommittees shall be open to the pub-
lic unless closed in accordance with clause 2(g) of Rule XI of the
Rules of the House.

(b) Announcement of Hearing.—The Chairman, in the case of a
hearing to be conducted by the Committee, and the subcommittee
Chairman, in the case of a hearing to be conducted by a sub-
committee, shall make public announcement of the date, place, and
subject matter of any hearing to be conducted on any measure or
matter at least one week before the commencement of that hearing
unless the Committee or the subcommittee determines that there
is good cause to begin the hearing at an earlier date, in accordance
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with Rule XI, clause 2(g)(3)(B) of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. In the latter event, the Chairman or the sub-
committee Chairman, as the case may be, shall consult with the
Ranking Minority Member and make such public announcement at
the earliest possible date. The clerk of the Committee shall prompt-
ly notify the Daily Clerk of the Congressional Record and the Com-
mittee scheduling service of the House Information Resources as
soon as possible after such public announcement is made.

(c) Wireless Telephone Use Prohibited.—No person may use a
wireless telephone during a Committee or subcommittee meeting or
hearing.

(d) Media Coverage.—Any meeting of the Committee or its sub-
committees that is open to the public shall be open to coverage by
radio, television, and still photography in accordance with the pro-
visions of clause 4(f) of House rule XI as follows:

(1) If audio or visual coverage of the hearing or meeting is
to be presented to the public as live coverage, that coverage
shall be conducted and presented without commercial sponsor-
ship.

(2) The allocation among the television media of the posi-
tions or the number of television cameras permitted by a com-
mittee or subcommittee chair in a hearing or meeting room
shall be in accordance with fair and equitable procedures de-
vised by the Executive Committee of the Radio and Television
Correspondents’ Galleries.

(8) Television cameras shall be placed so as not to obstruct
in any way the space between a witness giving evidence or tes-
timony and any Member of the Committee or the visibility of
that witness and that Member to each other.

(4) Television cameras shall operate from fixed positions but
may not be placed in positions that obstruct unnecessarily the
coverage of the hearing or meeting by the other media.

(5) Equipment necessary for coverage by the television and
radio media may not be installed in, or removed from, the
hearing or meeting room while the committee is in session.

(6)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (B), floodlights, spot-
lights, strobe lights, and flashguns may not be used in pro-
viding any method of coverage of the hearing or meeting. (B)
The television media may install additional lighting in a hear-
ing or meeting room, without cost to the Government, in order
to raise the ambient lighting level in a hearing or meeting
room to the lowest level necessary to provide adequate tele-
vision coverage of a hearing or meeting at the current state of
the art of television coverage.

(7) If requests are made by more of the media than will be
permitted by a committee or subcommittee chair for coverage
of a hearing or meeting by still photography, that coverage
shall be permitted on the basis of a fair and equitable pool ar-
rangement devised by the Standing Committee of Press Pho-
tographers.

(8) Photographers may not position themselves between the
witness table and the Members of the Committee at any time
during the course of a hearing or meeting.
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(9) Photographers may not place themselves in positions that
obstruct unnecessarily the coverage of the hearing by the other
media.

(10) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media shall be currently accredited to the Radio and Television
Correspondents’ Galleries.

(11) Personnel providing coverage by still photography shall
be currently accredited to the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(12) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media and by still photography shall conduct themselves and
their coverage activities in an orderly and unobtrusive manner.

(e) Requirements for Testimony.—

(1) Each witness who is to appear before the Committee or
a subcommittee shall file with the clerk of the Committee, at
least 48 hours (exclusive of weekends and holidays) in advance
of his or her appearance, or at such other time as designated
by the Chairman after consultation with the Ranking Member,
a written statement of his or her proposed testimony. Each
witness shall, to the greatest extent practicable, also provide a
copy of such written testimony in an electronic format pre-
scribed by the Chairman. Each witness shall limit any oral
presentation to a summary of the written statement.

(2) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House:

(A) In the case of a witness appearing in a non-govern-
mental capacity, a written statement of proposed testi-
mony shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of
any Federal grants or contracts, or contracts or payments
originating with a foreign government, received during the
current calendar year or either of the two previous cal-
endar years by the witness and related to the subject mat-
ter of the hearing.

(B) The disclosure required by this Rule shall include
the amount and source of each Federal grant (or subgrant
thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) related to the
subject matter of the hearing and the amount and country
of origin of any payment or contract related to the subject
matter of the hearing originating with a foreign govern-
ment.

(f) Calling and Questioning Witnesses.—

(1) Committee and subcommittee members may question wit-
nesses only when they have been recognized by the Chairman
of the Committee or subcommittee for that purpose, and only
for a 5-minute period until all members present have had an
opportunity to question a witness. The 5-minute period for
questioning a witness by any one member may be extended
only with the unanimous consent of all members present. The
questioning of witnesses in both Committee and subcommittee
hearings shall be initiated by the Chairman, followed by the
ranking minority party member and all other members alter-
nating between the majority and minority. Except as otherwise
announced by the Chairman at the beginning of a hearing,
members who are present at the start of the hearing will be
recognized before other members who arrive after the hearing
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has begun. In recognizing members to question witnesses in
this fashion, the Chairman shall take into consideration the
ratio of the majority to minority members present and shall es-
tablish the order of recognition for questioning in such a man-
ner as not to disadvantage the members of the majority.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1) regard-
ing the 5-minute rule, the Chairman after consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member may designate an equal number
of members of the Committee or subcommittee majority and
minority party to question a witness for a period not longer
than 30 minutes. In no event shall the Chairman allow a mem-
ber to question a witness for an extended period under this
rule until all members present have had the opportunity to ask
questions under the 5-minute rule. The Chairman after con-
sultation with the Ranking Minority Member may permit Com-
mittee staff for its majority and minority party members to
question a witness for equal specified periods of time.

(83) Non-Committee Members may be invited to sit at the
dais for and participate in Committee hearings with the unani-
mous consent of all Members present. Further, non-Committee
Members may be recognized for questioning of witnesses but
only after all Committee Members have first been recognized.

(4) When a hearing is conducted by the Committee or a sub-
committee on any measure or matter, the minority party mem-
bers on the Committee shall be entitled, upon request to the
Chairman of a majority of those minority members before the
completion of the hearing, to call witnesses selected by the mi-
nority to testify with respect to that measure or matter during
at least one day of the hearing thereon.

(g) Subpoenas.—Pursuant to clause 2(m) of Rule XI of the Rules
of the House, subpoenas may be authorized and issued by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee in the conduct of any investigation or se-
ries of investigations or activities, only when authorized by a ma-
jority of the members voting, a majority being present.

(h) Notice Requirements.—

(1) The text of all bills or resolutions for markup, and any
amendments in the nature of a substitute to such bills or reso-
lution to be first recognized by the Chairman, shall be made
available, via written or electronic notice, to Committee mem-
bers at least 48 hours prior to a scheduled markup, except as
agreed to by unanimous consent.

(2) Subject to the second sentence of this paragraph, it shall
not be in order for the Committee to consider any amendment
proposed to a bill or resolution under consideration by the
Committee, or proposed to an amendment in the nature of a
substitute noticed under paragraph (1), unless a written or
electronic copy of such amendment has been delivered to each
Member of the Committee (or subcommittee for purposes of
subcommittee markups) at least 24 hours before the meeting
at which the amendment is to be proposed, and such amend-
ment is in compliance with subsection (i) of this rule. This
paragraph may be waived by unanimous consent and shall
apply only when the 48-hour written notice has been provided
in accordance with paragraph (1).
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(i) Congressional Budget Office Scoring.—The Committee shall
not include any bill or resolution for consideration during a Com-
mittee markup which is not accompanied by an accounting from
the Congressional Budget Office of the mandatory and discre-
tionary costs or savings associated with such bill or resolution.

The accounting from the Congressional Budget Office need not be
official, but is expected to provide Committee members with an ap-
proximation of the budgetary impact a bill or resolution may have
prior to any vote to favorably forward or report such bill or resolu-
tion. The requirements of this paragraph may be waived by a ma-
jority of Committee members, a quorum being present.

RULE 4.—QUORUM AND RECORD VOTES; POSTPONEMENT OF
PROCEEDINGS

(a) Working Quorum.—A majority of the members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for business and a majority of the
members of any subcommittee shall constitute a quorum thereof for
business, except that two members shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of taking testimony and receiving evidence.

(b) Quorum for Reporting.—No measure or recommendation shall
be reported to the House of Representatives unless a majority of
the Committee was actually present.

(c) Record Votes.—A record vote may be demanded by one-fifth
of the members present or, in the apparent absence of a quorum,
by any one member. With respect to any record vote on any motion
to amend or report, the total number of votes cast for and against,
and the names of those members voting for and against, shall be
included in the report of the Committee on the bill or resolution.

(d) Prohibition Against Proxy Voting.—No vote by any member of
the Committee or a subcommittee with respect to any measure or
matter may be cast by proxy.

(e) Postponing Proceedings.—Committee and subcommittee chair-
men may postpone further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure or matter or on
adopting an amendment, and may resume proceedings within two
legislative days on a postponed question after reasonable notice.
When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

RULE 5.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Establishment and Jurisdiction.—
(1) There shall be four subcommittees of the Committee as
follows:

(A) Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial
Affairs, which shall have legislative, oversight, and inves-
tigative jurisdiction over compensation; general and special
pensions of all the wars of the United States; life insur-
ance issued by the Government on account of service in
the Armed Forces; cemeteries of the United States in
which veterans of any war or conflict are or may be buried,
whether in the United States or abroad, except cemeteries
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administered by the Secretary of the Interior; burial bene-
fits; the Board of Veterans’ Appeals; and the United States
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.

(B) Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, which shall
have legislative, oversight, and investigative jurisdiction
over education of veterans, employment and training of
veterans, vocational rehabilitation, veterans’ housing pro-
grams, transition of servicemembers to civilian life, civil
service reform and other employee related issues at the
Delzpa%rtment of Veterans Affairs, and servicemembers civil
relief.

(C) Subcommittee on Health, which shall have legisla-
tive, oversight, and investigative jurisdiction over the Vet-
erans Health Administration (VHA) including medical
services, medical support and compliance, medical facili-
ties, medical and prosthetic research, homeless programs,
and major and minor construction.

(D) Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations,
which shall have oversight and investigative jurisdiction
over veterans’ matters generally, and over such matters as
may be referred to the subcommittee by the Chairman of
the full Committee for its oversight or investigation and
for its appropriate recommendations. The subcommittee
shall have legislative jurisdiction over information tech-
nology and procurement generally, and over such bills or
resolutions as may be referred to it by the Chairman of the
full Committee.

(2) Each subcommittee shall have responsibility for such
other measures or matters as the Chairman refers to it.

(b) Vacancies.—Any vacancy in the membership of a sub-
committee shall not affect the power of the remaining members to
execute the functions of that subcommittee.

(¢) Ratios.—On each subcommittee, there shall be a ratio of ma-
jority party members to minority party members, which shall be
consistent with the ratio on the full Committee.

(d) Referral to Subcommittees.—The Chairman of the Committee
may refer a measure or matter, which is within the general respon-
sibility of more than one of the subcommittees of the Committee,
as the Chairman deems appropriate. In referring any measure or
matter to a subcommittee, the Chairman of the Committee may
specify a date by which the subcommittee shall report thereon to
the Committee.

(e) Powers and Duties.—

(1) Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings,
receive evidence, and report to the full Committee on all mat-
ters referred to it or under its jurisdiction. Subcommittee
chairmen shall set dates for hearings and meetings of their re-
spective subcommittees after consultation with the Chairman
of the Committee and other subcommittee chairmen with a
view toward avoiding simultaneous scheduling of Committee
and subcommittee meetings or hearings whenever possible.

(2) Whenever a subcommittee has ordered a bill, resolution,
or other matter to be reported to the Committee, the Chairman
of the subcommittee reporting the bill, resolution, or matter to
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the full Committee, or any member authorized by the sub-
committee to do so, shall notify the Chairman and the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee of the subcommittee’s ac-
tion.

(3) A member of the Committee who is not a member of a
particular subcommittee may sit with the subcommittee during
any of its meetings and hearings, but shall not have authority
to vote, cannot be counted for a quorum, and cannot raise a
point of order at the meeting or hearing.

(4) Non-Committee Members may be invited to sit at the
dais for and participate in subcommittee hearings with the
unanimous consent of all Members present. Further, non-Com-
mittee Members may be recognized for questioning of wit-
nesses but only after all subcommittee Members have first
been recognized for questioning.

(5) Each subcommittee shall provide the Committee with
copies of such record votes taken in subcommittee and such
other records with respect to the subcommittee as the Chair-
man of the Committee deems necessary for the Committee to
comply with all rules and regulations of the House.

RULE 6.—GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY

(a) Purpose.—Pursuant to clause 2 of Rule X of the Rules of the
House, the Committee shall carry out oversight responsibilities. In
order to assist the House in—

(1) Its analysis, appraisal, evaluation of—
(A) The application, administration, execution, and effec-
tiveness of the laws enacted by the Congress, or
(B) Conditions and circumstances, which may indicate
the necessity or desirability of enacting new or additional
legislation, and
(2) Its formulation, consideration and enactment of such
modifications or changes in those laws, and of such additional
legislation, as may be necessary or appropriate, the Committee
and its various subcommittees, consistent with their jurisdic-
tion as set forth in Rule 5, shall have oversight responsibilities
as provided in subsection (b).

(b) Review of Laws and Programs.—The Committee and its sub-
committees shall review and study, on a continuing basis, the ap-
plications, administration, execution, and effectiveness of those
laws, or parts of laws, the subject matter of which is within the ju-
risdiction of the Committee or subcommittee, and the organization
and operation of the Federal agencies and entities having respon-
sibilities in or for the administration and execution thereof, in
order to determine whether such laws and the programs there-
under are being implemented and carried out in accordance with
the intent of the Congress and whether such programs should be
continued, curtailed, or eliminated. In addition, the Committee and
its subcommittees shall review and study any conditions or cir-
cumstances which may indicate the necessity or desirability of en-
acting new or additional legislation within the jurisdiction of the
Committee or subcommittee (whether or not any bill or resolution
has been introduced with respect thereto), and shall on a con-
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tinuing basis undertake future research and forecasting on matters
within the jurisdiction of the Committee or subcommittee.

(¢) Oversight Plan.—Not later than February 15 of the first ses-
sion of a Congress, the Committee shall meet in open session, with
a quorum present, to adopt its oversight plans for that Congress for
submission to the Committee on House Administration and the
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, in accordance
with the provisions of clause 2(d) of Rule X of the Rules of the
House.

(d) Oversight of Subcommittees.—The existence and activities of
the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations shall in no way
limit the responsibility of the other subcommittees of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs for carrying out oversight duties.

RULE 7.—BUDGET AcT RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) Budget Act Responsibilities.—Pursuant to clause 4(f)(1) of
Rule X of the Rules of the House, the Committee shall submit to
the Committee on the Budget not later than six weeks after the
President submits his budget, or at such time as the Committee on
the Budget may request—

(1) Its views and estimates with respect to all matters to be
set forth in the concurrent resolution on the budget for the en-
suing fiscal year that are within its jurisdiction or functions;
and

(2) An estimate of the total amounts of new budget author-
ity, and budget outlays resulting therefrom, to be provided or
authorized in all bills and resolutions within its jurisdiction
that it intends to be effective during that fiscal year.

RULE 8.—RECORDS AND OTHER MATTERS

(a) Transcripts.—There shall be a transcript made of each reg-
ular and additional meeting and hearing of the Committee and its
subcommittees. Any such transcript shall be a substantially ver-
batim account of remarks actually made during the proceedings,
subject only to technical, grammatical, and typographical correc-
tions authorized by the person making the remarks involved.

(b) Records.—

(1) The Committee shall keep a record of all actions of the
Committee and each of its subcommittees. The record shall
contain all information required by clause 2(e)(1) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House and shall be available for public inspec-
tion at reasonable times in the offices of the Committee.

(2) There shall be kept in writing a record of the proceedings
of the Committee and each of its subcommittees, including a
record of the votes on any question on which a recorded vote
is demanded. The result of each such record vote shall be made
available by the Committee for inspection by the public at rea-
sonable times in the offices of the Committee. Information so
available for public inspection shall include a description of the
amendment, motion, order or other proposition and the name
of each member voting for and each member voting against
such amendment, motion, order, or proposition, and the names
of those members present but not voting.
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(¢) Availability of Archived Records.—The records of the Com-
mittee at the National Archives and Records Administration shall
be made available for public use in accordance with Rule VII of the
Rules of the House. The Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minor-
ity Member of any decision, pursuant to clause 3 or clause 4 of
Rule VII of the Rules of the House, to withhold a record otherwise
available, and the matter shall be presented to the Committee for
a determination on written request of any member of the Com-
mittee.

(d) Availability of Publications.—Pursuant to clause 2(e)(4) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, the Committee shall make its
Fublil;:fltions available in electronic form to the maximum extent
easible.

RULE 9.—TRAVEL

(a) Requirements for Travel.—All requests for travel, funded by
the Committee, for Members and staff in connection with activities
or subject matters under the general jurisdiction of the Committee,
shall be submitted to the Chair for approval or disapproval. All
travel requests should be submitted to the Chair at least five work-
ing days in advance of the proposed travel. For all travel funded
by any other source, notice shall be given to the Chair at least five
working days in advance of the proposed travel. All travel requests
shall be submitted to the Chair in writing and include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The purpose of the travel.

(2) The dates during which the travel is to occur.

(3) The names of the locations to be visited and the length
of time to be spent in each.

(4) The names of members and staff of the Committee for
whom the authorization is sought. Travel by the minority shall
be submitted to the Chair via the Ranking Member.

(b) Trip Reports.—Members and staff shall make a written report
to the Chair within 15 working days on all travel approved under
this subsection. Reports shall include a description of their
itinerary, expenses, and activities, and pertinent information
gained as a result of such travel. When travel involves majority
and minority Members or staff, the majority shall submit the re-
port to the Chair on behalf of the majority and minority. The mi-
nority may append additional remarks to the report at their discre-
tion.

(c) Applicability of House Rules.—Members and staff of the Com-
mittee performing authorized travel on official business shall be
governed by applicable laws, resolutions, and regulations of the
House and of the Committee on House Administration.

RULE 10.—FAcILITY NAMING

(a) Facility Naming.—No Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
facility or property shall be named after any individual by the
Committee unless:

(1) Such individual is deceased and was:
(A) A veteran who (i) was instrumental in the construc-
tion or the operation of the facility to be named, or (ii) was
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a recipient of the Medal of Honor or, as determined by the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member, otherwise per-
formed military service of an extraordinarily distinguished
character;

(B) A Member of the United States House of Representa-
tixlzes or Senate who had a direct association with such fa-
cility;

(C) An Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, a Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, a Secretary of Defense or of a service
branch, or a military or other Federal civilian official of
comparable or higher rank; or

(D) An individual who, as determined by the Chairman
and Ranking Minority Member, performed outstanding
service for veterans.

(2) Each Member of the Congressional delegation rep-
resenting the State in which the designated facility is located
must indicate in writing such Member’s support of the proposal
to name such facility after such individual. Evidence of a Mem-
ber’s support in writing may either be in the form of a letter
to the Chairman and Ranking Member or co-sponsorship of
legislation proposing to name the particular VA facility in
question.

(3) The pertinent State department or chapter of each Con-
gressionally chartered veterans’ organization having a national
membership of at least 500,000 must indicate in writing its
support of such proposal.

(b) The above criteria for naming a VA facility may be waived by
unanimous consent.
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RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS FOR THE 115TH
CONGRESS

A. GENERAL

RULE 1.—APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES

The rules of the House are the rules of the Committee on Ways
and Means and its subcommittees so far as applicable, except that
a motion to recess from day to day, and a motion to dispense with
the first reading (in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies are
available, is a non-debatable motion of high privilege in the Com-
mittee.

Each subcommittee of the Committee is part of the Committee
and is subject to the authority and direction of the Committee and
to its rules so far as applicable. Written rules adopted by the Com-
mittee, not inconsistent with the Rules of the House, shall be bind-
ing on each subcommittee of the Committee.

The provisions of rule XI of the Rules of the House are incor-
porated by reference as the rules of the Committee to the extent
applicable.

(269)
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RULE 2.—MEETING DATE AND QUORUMS

The regular meeting day of the Committee on Ways and Means
shall be each Wednesday while the House is in session. However,
the Committee shall not meet on the regularly scheduled meeting
day if there is no business to be considered.

A majority of the Committee constitutes a quorum for business;
provided however, that two Members shall constitute a quorum at
any regularly scheduled hearing called for the purpose of taking
testimony and receiving evidence. In establishing a quorum for
purposes of a public hearing, every effort shall be made to secure
the presence of at least one Member each from the majority and
the minority.

The Chairman of the Committee may call and convene, as he
considers necessary, additional meetings of the Committee for the
consideration of any bill or resolution pending before the Com-
mittee or for the conduct of other Committee business. The Com-
mittee shall meet pursuant to the call of the Chair.

RULE 3.—COMMITTEE BUDGET

For each Congress, the Chairman, in consultation with the Ma-
jority Members of the Committee, shall prepare a preliminary
budget. Such budget shall include necessary amounts for staff per-
sonnel, travel, investigation, and other expenses of the Committee.
After consultation with the Minority Members, the Chairman shall
include an amount budgeted by Minority Members for staff under
their direction and supervision.

RULE 4.—PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE DOCUMENTS

Any Committee or Subcommittee print, document, or similar ma-
terial prepared for public distribution shall either be approved by
the Committee or Subcommittee prior to distribution and oppor-
tunity afforded for the inclusion of supplemental, minority or addi-
tional views, or such document shall prominently display near the
top of its cover the following: “Majority [or Minority] Staff Report,”
as appropriate.

The requirements of this rule shall apply only to the publication
of policy-oriented, analytical documents, and not to the publication
of public hearings, legislative documents, documents which are ad-
ministrative in nature or reports which are required to be sub-
mitted to the Committee under public law. The appropriate charac-
terization of a document subject to this rule shall be determined
after consultation with the Minority.

RULE 5.—OFFICIAL TRAVEL

Consistent with the primary expense resolution and such addi-
tional expense resolution as may have been approved, the provi-
sions of this rule shall govern official travel of Committee Members
and Committee staff. Official travel to be reimbursed from funds
set aside for the full Committee for any Member or any Committee
staff member shall be paid only upon the prior authorization of the
Chairman. Official travel may be authorized by the Chairman for
any Member and any Committee staff member in connection with
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the attendance of hearings conducted by the Committee, its Sub-
committees, or any other Committee or Subcommittee of the Con-
gress on matters relevant to the general jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee, and meetings, conferences, facility inspections, and inves-
tigations which involve activities or subject matter relevant to the
general jurisdiction of the Committee. Before such authorization is
given, there shall be submitted to the Chairman in writing the fol-
lowing:

(1) The purpose of the official travel;

(2) The dates during which the official travel is to be made
and the date or dates of the event for which the official travel
is being made;

(3) The location of the event for which the official travel is
to be made; and

(4) The names of the Members and Committee staff seeking
authorization.

In the case of official travel of Members and staff of a Sub-
committee to hearings, meetings, conferences, facility inspections
and investigations involving activities or subject matter under the
jurisdiction of such Subcommittee, prior authorization must be ob-
tained from the Subcommittee Chairman and the full Committee
Chairman. Such prior authorization shall be given by the full Com-
mittee Chairman only upon the representation by the applicable
Subcommittee Chairman in writing setting forth those items enu-
merated above.

Within 60 days of the conclusion of any official travel authorized
under this rule, there shall be submitted to the full Committee
Chairman a written report covering the information gained as a re-
sult of the hearing, meeting, conference, facility inspection or inves-
tigation attended pursuant to such official travel.

RULE 6.—AVAILABILITY OF COMMITTEE RECORDS AND PUBLICATIONS

The records of the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in
accordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. The Chairman shall notify the Ranking Minority Member of
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of Rule VII,
to withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determination on the written re-
quest of any Member of the Committee. The Committee shall, to
the maximum extent feasible, make its publications available in
electronic form.

RULE 7.—COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chairman shall maintain an official Committee website for
the purpose of furthering the Committee’s legislative and oversight
responsibilities, including communicating information about the
Committee’s activities to Committee members, other members of
the House and the public. The ranking minority member may
maintain a similar website for the same purpose, including commu-
nicating information about the activities of the minority to Com-
mittee members, other members of the House, and the public.
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B. SUBCOMMITTEES

RULE 8.—SUBCOMMITTEE RATIOS AND JURISDICTION

All matters referred to the Committee on Ways and Means in-
volving revenue measures, except those revenue measures referred
to Subcommittees under paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 shall be con-
sidered by the full Committee and not in Subcommittee. There
shall be six standing Subcommittees as follows: a Subcommittee on
Trade; a Subcommittee on Oversight; a Subcommittee on Health;
a Subcommittee on Social Security; a Subcommittee on Human Re-
sources; and a Subcommittee on Tax Policy. The ratio of Repub-
licans to Democrats on any Subcommittee of the Committee shall
be consistent with the ratio of Republicans to Democrats on the full
Committee.

1. The Subcommittee on Trade shall consist of 16 Members,
10 of whom shall be Republicans and 6 of whom shall be
Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Trade shall include
bills and matters referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means that relate to customs and customs administration in-
cluding tariff and import fee structure, classification, valuation
of and special rules applying to imports, and special tariff pro-
visions and procedures which relate to customs operation af-
fecting exports and imports; import trade matters, including
import impact, industry relief from injurious imports, adjust-
ment assistance and programs to encourage competitive re-
sponses to imports, unfair import practices including anti-
dumping and countervailing duty provisions, and import policy
which relates to dependence on foreign sources of supply; com-
modity agreements and reciprocal trade agreements involving
multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations and implementa-
tion of agreements involving tariff and non-tariff trade barriers
to and distortions of international trade; international rules,
organizations and institutional aspects of international trade
agreements; budget authorizations for the customs revenue
functions of the Department of Homeland Security, the U.S.
International Trade Commission, and the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative; and special trade-related problems involving mar-
ket access, competitive conditions of specific industries, export
policy and promotion, access to materials in short supply, bilat-
eral trade relations including trade with developing countries,
operations of multinational corporations, and trade with non-
market economies.

2. The Subcommittee on Quersight shall consist of 11 Mem-
bers, 7 of whom shall be Republicans and 4 of whom shall be
Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Oversight shall in-
clude all matters within the scope of the full Committee’s juris-
diction. Said oversight jurisdiction shall not be exclusive but
shall be concurrent with that of the other Subcommittees. With
respect to matters involving the Internal Revenue Code and
other revenue issues, said concurrent jurisdiction shall be
shared with the full Committee. Before undertaking any inves-
tigation or hearing, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on
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Oversight shall confer with the Chairman of the full Com-
mittee and the Chairman of any other Subcommittee having
jurisdiction.

3. The Subcommittee on Health shall consist of 18 Members,
11 of whom shall be Republicans and 7 of whom shall be
Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Health shall include
bills and matters referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means that relate to programs providing payments (from any
source) for health care, health delivery systems, or health re-
search. More specifically, the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee
on Health shall include bills and matters that relate to the
health care programs of the Social Security Act (including ti-
tles V, XI (Part B), XVIII, and XIX thereof) and, concurrent
with the full Committee, tax credit and deduction provisions of
the Internal Revenue Code dealing with health insurance pre-
miums and health care costs.

4. The Subcommittee on Social Security shall consist of 11
Members, 7 of whom shall be Republicans and 4 of whom shall
be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Social Security shall
include bills and matters referred to the Committee on Ways
and Means that relate to the Federal Old Age, Survivors’ and
Disability Insurance System, the Railroad Retirement System,
and employment taxes and trust fund operations relating to
those systems. More specifically, the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee on Social Security shall include bills and matters in-
volving title II of the Social Security Act and Chapter 22 of the
Internal Revenue Code (the Railroad Retirement Tax Act), as
well as provisions in title VII and title XI of the Act relating
to procedure and administration involving the Old Age, Sur-
vivors’ and Disability Insurance System.

5. The Subcommittee on Human Resources shall consist of 11
Members, 7 of whom shall be Republicans and 4 of whom shall
be Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Human Resources
shall include bills and matters referred to the Committee on
Ways and Means that relate to the public assistance provisions
of the Social Security Act, including temporary assistance for
needy families, child care, child and family services, child sup-
port, foster care, adoption, supplemental security income, social
services, home visiting, and eligibility of welfare recipients for
food stamps. More specifically, the jurisdiction of the Sub-
committee on Human Resources shall include bills and matters
relating to titles I, IV, VI, X, XIV, XVI, XVII, XX and related
provisions of titles V, VII and XI of the Social Security Act.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Human Resources
shall also include bills and matters referred to the Committee
on Ways and Means that relate to the Federal-State system of
unemployment compensation, and the financing thereof, in-
cluding the programs for extended and emergency benefits.
More specifically, the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on
Human Resources shall also include all bills and matters per-
taining to the programs of unemployment compensation under
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titles III, IX and XII of the Social Security Act, Chapters 23
and 23A of the Internal Revenue Code, and the Federal-State
Extended Unemployment Compensation Act of 1970, and pro-
visions relating thereto.

6. The Subcommittee on Tax Policy shall consist of 15 Mem-
bers, 9 of whom shall be Republicans and 6 of whom shall be
Democrats.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Tax Policy shall con-
sist of those revenue measures that, from time to time, shall
be referred to it specifically by the Chairman of the full Com-
mittee.

RULE 9.—EX-OFFIici0 MEMBERS OF SUBCOMMITTEES

The Chairman of the full Committee and the Ranking Minority
Member may sit as ex-officio Members of all Subcommittees. They
may be counted for purposes of assisting in the establishment of a
quorum for a Subcommittee. However, their absence shall not
count against the establishment of a quorum by the regular Mem-
bers of the Subcommittee. Ex-officio Members shall neither vote in
the Subcommittee nor be taken into consideration for the purposes
of determining the ratio of the Subcommittee.

RULE 10.—SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS

Insofar as practicable, meetings of the full Committee and its
Subcommittees shall not conflict. Subcommittee Chairmen shall set
meeting dates after consultation with the Chairman of the full
Committee and other Subcommittee Chairmen with a view towards
avoiding, wherever possible, simultaneous scheduling of full Com-
mittee and Subcommittee meetings or hearings.

RULE 11.—REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND SUBCOMMITTEE
REPORTS

Except for bills or measures retained by the Chairman of the full
Committee for full Committee consideration, every bill or other
measure referred to the Committee shall be referred by the Chair-
man of the full Committee to the appropriate Subcommittee in a
timely manner.

No measure reported by a Subcommittee shall be considered by
the full Committee unless it has been presented to all Members of
the full Committee at least two legislative days prior to the full
Committee’s meeting, together with a comparison with present law,
a section-by-section analysis of the proposed change, a section-by-
section justification, and a draft statement of the budget effects of
the measure that is consistent with the requirements for reported
measures under clause 3(d)(1) of Rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives.

RULE 12.—RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES

Whenever in the legislative process it becomes necessary to ap-
point conferees, the Chairman of the full Committee shall rec-
ommend to the Speaker as conferees the names of those Committee
Members as the Chairman may designate. In making recommenda-
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tions of Minority Members as conferees, the Chairman shall con-
sult with the Ranking Minority Member of the Committee.

C. HEARINGS

RULE 13.—WITNESSES

In order to assure the most productive use of the limited time
available to question hearing witnesses, a witness who is scheduled
to appear before the full Committee or a Subcommittee shall file
with the Clerk of the Committee at least 48 hours in advance of
his or her appearance a written statement of their proposed testi-
mony. In addition, all witnesses shall comply with formatting re-
quirements as specified by the Committee and the Rules of the
House. Failure to comply with the 48-hour rule may result in a wit-
ness being denied the opportunity to testify in person. Failure to
comply with the formatting requirements may result in a witness’
statement being rejected for inclusion in the published hearing
record. In addition to the requirements of clause 2(g)(5) of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House regarding information required of public
witnesses, a witness shall limit his or her oral presentation to a
summary of their position and shall provide sufficient copies of
their written statement to the Clerk for distribution to Members,
staff and news media.

A witness appearing at a public hearing, or submitting a state-
ment for the record of a public hearing, or submitting written com-
ments in response to a published request for comments by the
Committee must include in their statement or submission, a list of
all clients, persons or organizations on whose behalf the witness
appears. Oral testimony and statements for the record, or written
comments in response to a request for comments by the Committee,
will be accepted only from citizens of the United States or corpora-
tions or associations organized under the laws of one of the 50
States of the United States or the District of Columbia, unless oth-
erwise directed by the Chairman of the full Committee or Sub-
committee involved. Written statements from non-citizens may be
considered for acceptance in the record if transmitted to the Com-
mittee in writing by Members of Congress.

RULE 14.—QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES

Committee Members may question witnesses only when recog-
nized by the Chairman for that purpose. All Members shall be lim-
ited to five minutes on the initial round of questioning. In ques-
tioning witnesses under the five minute rule, the Chairman and
the Ranking Minority Member shall be recognized first, after which
Members who are in attendance at the beginning of a hearing will
be recognized in the order of their seniority on the Committee.
Other Members shall be recognized in the order of their appear-
ance at the hearing. In recognizing Members to question witnesses,
the Chairman may take into consideration the ratio of Majority
Members to Minority Members and the number of Majority and
Minority Members present and shall apportion the recognition for
questioning in such a manner as not to disadvantage Members of
the majority.
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RULE 15.—SUBPOENA POWER

The power to authorize and issue subpoenas is delegated to the
Chairman of the full Committee, as provided for under clause
2(m)(3)(A)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

RULE 16.—RECORDS OF HEARINGS

An accurate stenographic record shall be kept of all testimony
taken at a public hearing. The staff shall transmit to a witness the
transcript of his or her testimony for correction and immediate re-
turn to the Committee offices. Only changes in the interest of clar-
ity, accuracy and corrections in transcribing errors will be per-
mitted. Changes that substantially alter the actual testimony will
not be permitted. Members shall have the opportunity to correct
their own remarks before publication. The Chairman of the full
Committee may order the printing of a hearing without the correc-
tions of a witness or Member if he determines that a reasonable
time has been afforded to make corrections and that further delay
would impede the consideration of the legislation or other measure
that is the subject of the hearing.

RULE 17.—BROADCASTING OF HEARINGS

The provisions of clause 4(f) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House
of Representatives are specifically made a part of these rules by
reference. In addition, the following policy shall apply to media cov-
erage of any meeting of the full Committee or a Subcommittee:

(1) An appropriate area of the Committee’s hearing room will
be designated for members of the media and their equipment.

(2) No interviews will be allowed in the Committee room
while the Committee is in session. Individual interviews must
take place before the gavel falls for the convening of a meeting
or after the gavel falls for adjournment.

(3) Day-to-day notification of the next day’s electronic cov-
erage shall be provided by the media to the Chairman of the
full Committee through an appropriate designee.

(4) Still photography during a Committee meeting will not be
permitted to disrupt the proceedings or block the vision of
Committee Members or witnesses.

(5) Further conditions may be specified by the Chairman.

D. MARKUPS

RULE 18.—PREVIOUS QUESTION

The Chairman shall not recognize a Member for the purpose of
moving the previous question unless the Member has first advised
the Chair and the Committee that this is the purpose for which
recognition is being sought.

RULE 19.—POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

The Chairman may postpone further proceedings when a record
vote is ordered on the question of approving any measure or matter
or adopting an amendment.
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The Chairman may resume proceedings on a postponed request
at any time. In exercising postponement authority the Chairman
shall take reasonable steps to notify Members on the resumption
of proceedings on any postponed record vote.

When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

RULE 20.—MoTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE

The Chairman is authorized to offer a motion under clause 1 of
rule XXII of the Rules of the House of Representatives whenever
the Chairman considers it appropriate.

RULE 21.—OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS OF MARKUPS AND OTHER
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

An official stenographic transcript shall be kept accurately re-
flecting all markups and other official meetings of the full Com-
mittee and the Subcommittees, whether they be open or closed to
the public. This official transcript, marked as “uncorrected,” shall
be available for inspection by the public (except for meetings closed
pursuant to clause 2(g)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House),
by Members of the House, or by Members of the Committee to-
gether with their staffs, during normal business hours in the full
Committee or Subcommittee office under such controls as the
Chairman of the full Committee deems necessary.

The Chairman may provide a Member of the Committee with
electronic access to an unofficial transcript of an open markup or
other open official meeting of the full Committee or a Sub-
committee upon written request by the Member to the Chairman,
but the Member shall not cause such electronic unofficial transcript
to be published or otherwise made publically available.

If (1) in executing technical and conforming changes, the Office
of the House Legislative Counsel or (2) in the preparation of a
Committee report, the Chief of Staff of the Joint Committee on
Taxation determines (in consultation with appropriate majority and
minority committee staff) that it is necessary to review the official
transcript of a markup, such transcript may be released upon the
signature and to the custody of an appropriate committee staff per-
son. Such transcript shall be returned immediately after its review
in the drafting session.

The official transcript of a markup or Committee meeting other
than a public hearing shall not be published or distributed to the
public in any way except by a majority vote of the Committee. Be-
fore any public release of the uncorrected transcript, Members
must be given a reasonable opportunity to correct their remarks.
In instances in which a stenographic transcript is kept of a con-
ference committee proceeding, all of the requirements of this rule
shall likewise be observed.
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E. STAFF

RULE 22.—SUPERVISION OF COMMITTEE STAFF

The staff of the Committee shall be under the general super-
vision and direction of the Chairman of the full Committee except
as provided in clause 9 of Rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives concerning Committee expenses and staff.

Pursuant to clause 6(d) of Rule X of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, the Chairman of the full Committee, from the
funds made available for the appointment of Committee staff pur-
suant to primary and additional expense resolutions, shall ensure
that each Subcommittee receives sufficient staff to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under the rules of the Committee, and that the mi-
nority party is fairly treated in the appointment of such staff.
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RULES OF THE PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.-MEETING DAY

Regular Meeting Day for the Full Committee. The regular meet-
ing day of the Committee for the transaction of Committee busi-
ness shall be the first Thursday of each month, unless otherwise
directed by the Chair.

RULE 2.—NOTICE FOR MEETINGS

(a) Generally.—In the case of any meeting of the Committee, the
Chief Clerk of the Committee shall provide reasonable notice to
every member of the Committee. Such notice shall provide the
time, place, and subject matter of the meeting, and shall be made
consistent with the provisions of clause 2(g)(3) of House Rule XI.

(b) Hearings.—Except as provided in subsection (d), a Committee
hearing may not commence earlier than one week after such notice.

(c) Business Meetings.—Except as provided in subsection (d), a
Committee business meeting may not commence earlier than the
third day on which Members have notice thereof.

(d) Exception.—A hearing or business meeting may begin sooner
than otherwise specified in either of the following circumstances (in
which case the Chair shall provide the notice at the earliest pos-
sible time):

(1) the Chair, with the concurrence of the Ranking Minority
Member, determines there is good cause; or

(2) the Committee so determines by majority vote in the
presence of the number of members required under the rules
of the Committee for the transaction of business.

(e) Definition.—For purposes of this rule, “notice” means:

(1) Written notification; or
(2) Notification delivered by facsimile transmission, regular
mail, or electronic mail.
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RULE 3.—PREPARATIONS FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Generally.—Designated Committee Staff, as directed by the
Chair, shall brief members of the Committee at a time sufficiently
prior to any Committee meeting in order to:

(1) Assist Committee members in preparation for such meet-
ing; and

(2) Determine which matters members wish considered dur-
ing any meeting.

(b) Briefing Materials.—

(1) Such a briefing shall, at the request of a member, include
a list of all pertinent papers and such other materials that
have been obtained by the Committee that bear on matters to
be considered at the meeting; and

(2) The Staff Director shall also recommend to the Chair any
testimony, papers, or other materials to be presented to the
Committee at the meeting of the Committee.

RULE 4.—OPEN MEETINGS

(a) Generally.—Pursuant to House Rule XI, but subject to the
limitations of subsections (b) and (¢), Committee meetings held for
the transaction of business and Committee hearings shall be open
to the public.

(b) Meetings.—Any meeting or portion thereof for the transaction
of business, including the markup of legislation, or any hearing or
portion thereof shall be closed to the public if the Committee deter-
mines by record vote in open session, with a majority of the Com-
mittee present, that disclosure of the matters to be discussed may:

(1) Endanger national security;

(2) Compromise sensitive law enforcement information;

(3) Tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate any person; or
(4) Otherwise violate any law or Rule of the House.

(¢) Hearings.—The Committee may vote to close a Committee
hearing pursuant to clause 11(d)(2) of House Rule X, regardless of
whether a majority is present, so long as at least two members of
the Committee are present, one of whom is a member of the Minor-
ity and votes upon the motion.

(d) Briefings.—Committee briefings shall be closed to the public.

RULE 5.—QUORUM

(a) Hearings.—For purposes of taking testimony, or receiving evi-
dence, a quorum shall consist of two Committee members, at least
one of whom is a member of the Majority.

(b) Reporting Measures and Recommendations.—For purposes of
reporting a measure or recommendation, a quorum shall consist of
a majority of the Committee’s members.

(¢) Other Committee Proceedings.—For purposes of the trans-
action of all other Committee business, other than the consider-
ation of a motion to close a hearing as described in rule 4(c), a
quorum shall consist of one-third of the Committee’s members.
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RULE 6.—PROCEDURES FOR AMENDMENTS AND VOTES

(a) Amendments.—When a bill or resolution is being considered
by the Committee, members shall provide the Chief Clerk in a
timely manner with a sufficient number of written copies of any
amendment offered, so as to enable each member present to receive
a copy thereof prior to taking action. A point of order may be made
against any amendment not reduced to writing. A copy of each
such amendment shall be maintained in the public records of the
Committee.

(b) Reporting Record Votes.—Whenever the Committee reports
any measure or matter by record vote, the report of the Committee
upon such measure or matter shall include a tabulation of the
votes cast in favor of, and the votes cast in opposition to, such
measure or matter.

(¢c) Postponement of Further Proceedings.—In accordance with
clause 2(h) of House Rule XI, the Chair is authorized to postpone
further proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the question
of approving a measure or matter or adopting an amendment. The
Chair may resume proceedings on a postponed request at any time
after reasonable notice. When proceedings resume on a postponed
question, notwithstanding any intervening order for the previous
question, an underlying proposition shall remain subject to further
debate or amendment to the same extent as when the question was
postponed.

(d) Availability of Record Votes on Committee Website.—In addi-
tion to any other requirement of the Rules of the House, the Chair
shall make the record votes on any measure or matter on which a
record vote is taken, other than a motion to close a Committee
hearing, briefing, or meeting, available on the Committee’s website
not later than 2 business days after such vote is taken. Such record
shall include an unclassified description of the amendment, motion,
order, or other proposition, the name of each member voting in
favor of, and each member voting in opposition to, such amend-
ment, motion, order, or proposition, and the names of those mem-
bers of the Committee present but not voting.

RULE 7.—SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Generally.—

(1) Creation of subcommittees shall be by majority vote of
the Committee.

(2) Subcommittees shall deal with such legislation and over-
sight of programs and policies as the Committee may direct.

(3) Subcommittees shall be governed by these rules.

(4) For purposes of these rules, any reference herein to the
“Committee” shall be interpreted to include subcommittees, un-
less otherwise specifically provided.

(b) Establishment of Subcommittees.—The Committee establishes
the following subcommittees:

(1) Subcommittee on the Central Intelligence Agency;

(2) Subcommittee on the National Security Agency and Cy-
bersecurity;

(8) Subcommittee on Emerging Threats; and



284

(4) Subcommittee on Department of Defense Intelligence and
Overhead Architecture.

(c) Subcommittee Membership.—

(1) Generally. Each member of the Committee may be as-
signed to at least one of the subcommittees.

(2) Ex Officio Membership. In the event that the Chair and
Ranking Minority Member of the full Committee do not choose
to sit as regular voting members of one or more of the sub-
committees, each is authorized to sit as an ex officio member
of the subcommittees and participate in the work of the sub-
committees. When sitting ex officio, however, they:

(A) Shall not have a vote in the subcommittee; and
(B) Shall not be counted for purposes of determining a
quorum.
(d) Regular Meeting Day for Subcommittees.—There is no regular
meeting day for subcommittees.

RULE 8.—PROCEDURES FOR TAKING TESTIMONY OR RECEIVING
EVIDENCE

(a) Notice.—Adequate notice shall be given to all witnesses ap-
pearing before the Committee.

(b) Oath or Affirmation.—The Chair may require testimony of
witnesses to be given under oath or affirmation.

(¢) Administration of Oath or Affirmation.—Upon the determina-
tion that a witness shall testify under oath or affirmation, any
member of the Committee designated by the Chair may administer
the oath or affirmation.

(d) Questioning of Witnesses.—

(1) Generally. Questioning of witnesses before the Committee
shall be conducted by members of the Committee.

(2) Exceptions.

(A) The Chair, in consultation with the Ranking Minor-
ity Member, may determine that Committee Staff will be
authorized to question witnesses at a hearing in accord-
ance with clause (2)(j) of House Rule XI.

(B) The Chair and Ranking Minority Member are each
authorized to designate Committee Staff to conduct such
questioning.

(e) Counsel for the Witness.—

(1) Generally. Witnesses before the Committee may be ac-
companied by counsel, subject to the requirements of para-
graph (2).

Counsel Clearances Required. In the event that a meeting of
the Committee has been closed because the subject to be dis-
cussed deals with classified information, counsel accompanying
a witness before the Committee must possess the requisite se-
curity clearance and provide proof of such clearance to the
Committee at least 24 hours prior to the meeting at which the
counsel intends to be present.

(2) Failure to Obtain Counsel. Any witness who is unable to
obtain counsel should notify the Committee. If such notification
occurs at least 24 hours prior to the witness’ appearance before
the Committee, the Committee shall then endeavor to obtain
voluntary counsel for the witness. Failure to obtain counsel,
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?owever, will not excuse the witness from appearing and testi-
ying.

(8) Conduct of Counsel for Witnesses. Counsel for witnesses
appearing before the Committee shall conduct themselves ethi-
cally and professionally at all times in their dealings with the
Committee.

(A) A majority of members of the Committee may,
should circumstances warrant, find that counsel for a wit-
ness before the Committee failed to conduct himself or her-
self in an ethical or professional manner.

(B) Upon such finding, counsel may be subject to appro-
priate disciplinary action.

(4) Temporary Removal of Counsel. The Chair may remove
counsel during any proceeding before the Committee for failure
to act in an ethical and professional manner.

(5) Committee Reversal. A majority of the members of the
Committee may vote to overturn the decision of the Chair to
remove counsel for a witness.

(6) Role of Counsel for Witness.

(A) Counsel for a witness:

(i) Shall not be allowed to examine witnesses before
the Committee, either directly or through cross-exam-
ination; but

(i1) May submit questions in writing to the Com-
mittee that counsel wishes propounded to a witness; or

(iii) May suggest, in writing to the Committee, the
presentation of other evidence or the calling of other
witnesses.

(B) The Committee may make such use of any such
questions, or suggestions, as the Committee deems appro-
priate.

(f) Statements by Witnesses.—

(1) Generally. A witness may make a statement, which shall
be brief and relevant, at the beginning and at the conclusion
of the witness’ testimony.

(2) Length. Each such statement shall not exceed five min-
utes in length, unless otherwise determined by the Chair.

(8) Submission to the Committee. Any witness desiring to
submit a written statement for the record of the proceeding
shall submit a copy of the statement to the Chief Clerk of the
Committee.

(A) Such statements shall ordinarily be submitted no
less than 48 hours in advance of the witness’ appearance
before the Committee and shall be submitted in written
and electronic format.

(B) In the event that the hearing was called with less
than 24 hours notice, written statements should be sub-
mitted as soon as practicable prior to the hearing.

(g) Objections and Ruling.—

(1) Generally. Any objection raised by a witness, or counsel
for the witness, shall be ruled upon by the Chair, and such rul-
ing shall be the ruling of the Committee.

(2) Committee Action. A ruling by the Chair may be over-
turned upon a majority vote of the Committee.
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(h) Transcripts.—

(1) Transcript Required. A transcript shall be made of the
testimony of each witness appearing before the Committee dur-
ing any hearing of the Committee.

(2) Opportunity to Inspect. Any witness testifying before the
Committee shall be given a reasonable opportunity to inspect
the transcript of the hearing, and may be accompanied by
counsel to determine whether such testimony was correctly
transcribed. Such counsel:

(A) May review the transcript only if he or she has the
appropriate security clearances necessary to review any
classified aspect of the transcript; and

(B) Should, to the extent possible, be the same counsel
that was present for such classified testimony.

(3) Corrections.

(A) Pursuant to Rule XI of the House Rules, any correc-
tions the witness desires to make in a transcript shall be
limited to technical, grammatical, and typographical cor-
rections.

(B) Corrections may not be made to change the sub-
stance of the testimony.

(C) Such corrections shall be submitted in writing to the
Committee within 7 days after the transcript is made
available to the witnesses.

(D) Any questions arising with respect to such correc-
tions shall be decided by the Chair.

(4) Copy for the Witness. At the request of the witness, any
portion of the witness’ testimony given in executive session
shall be made available to that witness if that testimony is
subsequently quoted or intended to be made part of a public
record. Such testimony shall be made available to the witness
at the witness’ expense.

(i) Requests to Testify.—

(1) Generally. The Committee will consider requests to testify
on any matter or measure pending before the Committee.

(2) Recommendations for Additional Evidence. Any person
who believes that testimony, other evidence, or commentary,
presented at a public hearing may tend to affect adversely that
person’s reputation may submit to the Committee, in writing:

(A) A request to appear personally before the Com-
mittee;

(B) A sworn statement of facts relevant to the testimony,
evidence, or commentary; or

(C) Proposed questions for the cross-examination of
other itnesses.

(3) Committee Discretion. The Committee may take those ac-
tions it deems appropriate with respect to such requests.

() Contempt Procedures.—Citations for contempt of Congress
shall be forwarded to the House only if:

(1) Reasonable notice is provided to all members of the Com-
mittee of a meeting to be held to consider any such contempt
recommendations;

(2) The Committee has met and considered the contempt al-
legations;
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(3) The subject of the allegations was afforded an oppor-
tunity to state either in writing or in person, why he or she
should not be held in contempt; and

(4) The Committee agreed by majority vote to forward the ci-
tation recommendations to the House.

(k) Release of Name of Witness.—

(1) Generally. At the request of a witness scheduled to be
heard by the Committee, the name of that witness shall not be
released publicly prior to, or after, the witness’ appearance be-
fore the Committee.

(2) Exceptions. Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the Chair
may authorize the release to the public of the name of any wit-
ness scheduled to appear before the Committee.

RULE 9.—INVESTIGATIONS

(a) Commencing Investigations.—The Committee shall conduct
investigations only if approved by the Chair, in consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member.

(b) Conducting Investigations.—An authorized investigation may
be conducted by members of the Committee or Committee Staff
designated by the Chair, in consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, to undertake any such investigation.

RULE 10.—SUBPOENAS

(a) Generally.—All subpoenas shall be authorized by the Chair of
the full Committee, upon consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, or by vote of the full Committee.

(b) Subpoena Contents.—Any subpoena authorized by the Chair
of the full Committee or by the full Committee may compel:

(1) The attendance of witnesses and testimony before the
Committee; or

(2) The production of memoranda, documents, records, or any
other tangible item.

(c) Signing of Subpoena.—A subpoena authorized by the Chair of
the full Committee or by the full Committee may be signed by the
Chair or by any member of the Committee designated to do so by
the full Committee.

(d) Subpoena Service.—A subpoena authorized by the Chair of
the full Committee, or by the full Committee, may be served by any
person designated to do so by the Chair.

(e) Other Requirements.—Each subpoena shall have attached
thereto a copy of these rules.

RULE 11.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) Definition.—For the purpose of these rules, “Committee Staff”
or “Staff of the Committee” means:
(1) Employees of the Committee;
(2) Consultants to the Committee;
(3) Employees of other Government agencies detailed to the
Committee; or
(4) Any other person engaged by contract, or otherwise, to
perform services for, or at the request of, the Committee.
(b) Appointment of Committee Staff and Security Requirements.—



288

(1) Chair’s Authority. Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the Committee Staff shall be appointed, and may be removed,
by the Chair and shall work under the general supervision and
direction of the Chair.

(2) Staff Assistance to Minority Membership. Except as pro-
vided in paragraphs (3) and (4), and except as otherwise pro-
vided by Committee Rules, the Committee Staff provided to the
Minority Party members of the Committee shall be appointed,
and may be removed, by the Ranking Minority Member of the
Committee, and shall work under the general supervision and
direction of such member.

(3) Security Clearance Required. All offers of employment for
prospective Committee Staff positions shall be contingent
upon:

(A) The results of a background investigation; and
(B) A determination by the Chair that requirements for
the appropriate security clearances have been met.

(4) Security Requirements. Notwithstanding paragraph (2),
the Chair shall supervise and direct the Committee Staff with
respect to the security and nondisclosure of classified informa-
tion. Committee Staff shall comply with requirements nec-
essary to ensure the security and nondisclosure of classified in-
formation as determined by the Chair in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member.

RULE 12.—LiMIT ON DIScUSSION OF CLASSIFIED WORK OF THE
COMMITTEE

(a) Prohibition.—

(1) Generally. Except as otherwise provided by these rules
and the Rules of the House of Representatives, members of the
Committee and Committee Staff shall not at any time, either
during that person’s tenure as a member of the Committee or
as Committee Staff, or anytime thereafter, discuss or disclose,
or cause to be discussed or disclosed:

(A) The classified substance of the work of the Com-
mittee;

(B) Any information received by the Committee in execu-
tive session;

(C) Any classified information received by the Com-
mittee from any source; or

(D) The substance of any hearing that was closed to the
public pursuant to these rules or the Rules of the House.

(2) Non-Disclosure in Proceedings.—

(A) Members of the Committee and the Committee Staff
shall not discuss either the substance or procedure of the
work of the Committee with any person not a member of
the Committee or the Committee Staff in connection with
any proceeding, judicial or otherwise, either during the
person’s tenure as a member of the Committee, or of the
Committee Staff, or at any time thereafter, except as di-
rected by the Committee in accordance with the Rules of
the House and these rules.

In the event of the termination of the Committee, mem-
bers and Committee Staff shall be governed in these mat-
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ters in a manner determined by the House concerning dis-
cussions of the classified work of the Committee.
(3) Exceptions.—

(A) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a)(1),
members of the Committee and the Committee Staff may
discuss and disclose those matters described in subsection
(a)(1) with:

(i) Members and staff of the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence designated by the chair of that
committee;

(ii) The chairmen and ranking minority members of
the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations
and staff of those committees designated by the chair-
men of those committees; and,

(iii) The chair and ranking minority member of the
Subcommittee on Defense of the House Committee on
Appropriations and staff of that subcommittee as des-
ignated by the chair of that subcommittee, or Mem-
bers of that subcommittee designated by the Chair
pursuant to clause (g)(1) of Committee Rule 14.

(B) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a)(1),
members of the Committee and the Committee Staff may
discuss and disclose only that budget-related information
necessary to facilitate the enactment of the annual defense
authorization bill with the chairmen and ranking minority
members of the House and Senate Committees on Armed
Services and the staff of those committees as designated
by the chairmen of those committees.

(C) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a)(1),
members of the Committee and the Committee Staff may
discuss with and disclose to the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of a subcommittee of the House Appropriations
Committee with jurisdiction over an agency or program
within the National Intelligence Program (NIP), and staff
of that subcommittee as designated by the chair of that
subcommittee, only that budget-related information nec-
essary to facilitate the enactment of an appropriations bill
within which is included an appropriation for an agency or
program within the NIP.

(D) The Chair may, in consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, upon the written request to the Chair
from the Inspector General of an element of the Intel-
ligence Community, grant access to Committee transcripts
or documents that are relevant to an investigation of an
allegation of possible false testimony or other inappro-
priate conduct before the Committee, or that are otherwise
relevant to the Inspector General’s investigation.

(E) Upon the written request of the head of an Intel-
ligence Community element, the Chair may, in consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member, make available
Committee briefing or hearing transcripts to that element
for review by that element if a representative of that ele-
ment testified, presented information to the Committee, or
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was present at the briefing or hearing the transcript of
which is requested for review.

(F) Members and Committee Staff may discuss and dis-
close such matters as otherwise directed by the Com-
mittee.

(4) Records of Closed Proceedings. Any records or notes taken
by any person memorializing material otherwise prohibited
from disclosure by members of the Committee and Committee
Staff under these rules, including information received in exec-
utive session and the substance of any hearing or briefing that
was closed to the public, shall remain Committee material sub-
ject to these rules and may not be publicly discussed, disclosed,
or caused to be publicly discussed or disclosed, unless author-
ized by the Committee consistent with these rules.

(b) Non-Disclosure Agreement.—

(1) Generally. All Committee Staff must, before joining the
Committee Staff, agree in writing, as a condition of employ-
ment, not to divulge or cause to be divulged any classified in-
formation which comes into such person’s possession while a
member of the Committee Staff, to any person not a member
of the Committee or the Committee Staff, except as authorized
by the Committee in accordance with the Rules of the House
and these Rules.

(2) Other Requirements. In the event of the termination of
the Committee, members and Committee Staff must follow any
determination by the House of Representatives with respect to
the protection of classified information received while a mem-
ber of the Committee or as Committee Staff.

(3) Requests for Testimony of Staff.—

(A) All Committee Staff must, as a condition of employ-
ment, agree in writing to notify the Committee imme-
diately of any request for testimony received while a mem-
ber of the Committee Staff, or at any time thereafter, con-
cerning any classified information received by such person
while a member of the Committee Staff.

(B) Committee Staff shall not disclose, in response to
any such request for testimony, any such classified infor-
mation, except as authorized by the Committee in accord-
ance with the Rules of the House and these rules.

(C) In the event of the termination of the Committee,
Committee Staff will be subject to any determination made
by the House of Representatives with respect to any re-
quests for testimony involving classified information re-
ceived while a member of the Committee Staff.

RULE 13.—CLASSIFIED MATERIAL

(a) Receipt of Classified Information.—

(1) Generally. In the case of any information that has been
classified under established security procedures and submitted
to the Committee by any source, the Committee shall receive
such classified information as executive session material.

(2) Staff Receipt of Classified Materials. For purposes of re-
ceiving classified information, the Committee Staff is author-
ized to accept information on behalf of the Committee.
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(3) Non-Disclosure of Classified Information. Any classified
information received by the Committee, from any source, shall
not be disclosed to any person not a member of the Committee
or the Committee Staff, or otherwise released, except as au-
thorized by the Committee in accordance with the Rules of the
House and these rules.

(b) Exception for Non-Exclusive Materials.—

(1) Non-Exclusive Materials. Any materials provided to the
Committee by the executive branch, if provided in whole or in
part for the purpose of review by members who are not mem-
bers of the Committee, shall be received or held by the Com-
mittee on a non-exclusive basis. Classified information pro-
vided to the Committee shall be considered to have been pro-
vided on an exclusive basis unless the executive branch pro-
vides a specific, written statement to the contrary.

(2) Access for Non-Committee Members. In the case of mate-
rials received on a non-exclusive basis, the Chair, in consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member, may grant non-Com-
mittee members access to such materials in accordance with
the requirements of Rule 14(f)(4), notwithstanding paragraphs
(1), (2), and (3) of Rule 14.

RULE 14.—PROCEDURES RELATED TO HANDLING OF CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

(a) Security Measures.—

(1) Strict Security. The Committee’s offices shall operate
under strict security procedures administered by the Director
of Security and Registry of the Committee under the direct su-
pervision of the Staff Director.

(2) U.S. Capitol Police Presence Required. At least one U.S.
Capitol Police officer shall be on duty at all times outside the
entrance to Committee offices to control entry of all persons to
such offices.

(3) Identification Required. Before entering the Committee’s
offices all persons shall identify themselves to the U.S. Capitol
Police officer described in paragraph (2) and to a member of
the Committee or Committee Staff.

(4) Maintenance of Classified Materials. Classified docu-
ments shall be segregated and maintained in approved security
storage locations.

(5) Examination of Classified Materials. Classified docu-
ments in the Committee’s possession shall be examined in an
appropriately secure manner.

(6) Prohibition on Removal of Classified Materials. Removal
of any classified document from the Committee’s offices is
strictly prohibited, except as provided by these rules.

(7) Exception. Notwithstanding the prohibition set forth in
paragraph (6), a classified document, or copy thereof, may be
removed from the Committee’s offices in furtherance of official
Committee business. Appropriate security procedures shall
govern the handling of any classified documents removed from
the Committee’s offices.
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(b) Access to Classified Information by Members.—All members of
the Committee shall at all times have access to all classified papers
and other material received by the Committee from any source.

(¢) Need-to-know.—

(1) Generally. Committee Staff shall have access to any clas-
sified information provided to the Committee on a strict “need-
to-know” basis, as determined by the Committee, and under
the Committee’s direction by the Staff Director.

(2) Appropriate Clearances Required. Committee Staff must
have the appropriate clearances prior to any access to compart-
mented information.

(d) Oath.—

(1) Requirement. Before any member of the Committee, or
the Committee Staff, shall have access to classified informa-
tion, the following oath shall be executed:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose
or cause to be disclosed any classified information received
in the course of my service on the House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence, except when authorized to do
so by the Committee or the House of Representatives.”

(2) Copy. A copy of such executed oath shall be retained in
the files of the Committee.

(e) Registry.—

(1) Generally. The Committee shall maintain a registry that:

(A) Provides a brief description of the content of all clas-
sified documents provided to the Committee by the execu-
tive branch that remain in the possession of the Com-
mittee; and

(B) Lists by number all such documents.

(2) Designation by the Staff Director. The Staff Director shall
designate a member of the Committee Staff to be responsible
for the organization and daily maintenance of such registry.

(3) Availability. Such registry shall be available to all mem-
bers of the Committee and Committee Staff.

(f) Requests by Members of Other Committees. Pursuant to the
Rules of the House, members who are not members of the Com-
mittee may be granted access to such classified transcripts, records,
data, charts, or files of the Committee, and be admitted on a non-
participatory basis to classified hearings of the Committee involv-
ing discussions of classified material in the following manner:

(1) Written Notification Required. Members who desire to ex-
amine classified materials in the possession of the Committee,
or to attend Committee hearings or briefings on a non-
participatory basis, must notify the Chief Clerk of the Com-
mittee in writing. Such notification shall state with specificity
the justification for the request and the need for access.

(2) Committee Consideration. The Committee shall consider
each such request by non-Committee members at the earliest
practicable opportunity. The Committee shall determine, by
record vote, what action it deems appropriate in light of all of
the circumstances of each request. In its determination, the
Committee shall consider:
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(A) The sensitivity to the national defense or the con-
fidential conduct of the foreign relations of the United
States of the information sought;
1(B)dThe likelihood of its being directly or indirectly dis-
closed,;

(C) The jurisdictional interest of the member making the
request; and

(D) Such other concerns, constitutional or otherwise, as
may affect the public interest of the United States.

(3) Committee Action. After consideration of the member’s re-
quest, the Committee may take any action it deems appro-
priate under the circumstances, including but not limited to:

(A) Approving the request, in whole or part;

(B) Denying the request;

(C) Providing the requested information or material in a
different form than that sought by the member; or

(D) Making the requested information or material avail-
able to all members of the House.

(4) Chair and Ranking Member Consideration of Requests
for Previously Granted Materials: If the Committee has grant-
ed a non-Committee member access to classified materials, the
Chair and Ranking Member may jointly determine, in writing,
what action they deem appropriate for subsequent requests for
the same materials in the same Congress.

(A) In their determination, the Chair and Ranking Mem-
ber shall consider the factors described in paragraph (2)
and may take any action they deem appropriate, including,
but not limited to, the actions described in paragraph (3)
and referring the request to the Committee for consider-
ation.

If the Chair and Ranking Member are unable to reach a joint de-
termination or if they refer a request to the Committee as de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the Committee shall consider the re-
quest at the earliest practicable opportunity in the manner de-
scribed in paragraphs (2) and (3).

(5) Requirements for Access by Non-Committee Members.
Prior to a non-Committee member being given access to classi-
fied information pursuant to this subsection, the requesting
member shall:

(A) Provide the Committee a copy of the oath executed
by such member pursuant to House Rule XXIII, clause 13;
and

(B) Agree in writing not to divulge any classified infor-
mation provided to the member, pursuant to this sub-
section, to any person not a member of the Committee or
the Committee Staff, except as otherwise authorized by the
Committee in accordance with the Rules of the House and
these rules.

(6) Consultation Authorized. When considering a member’s
request, the Committee may consult the Director of National
Intelligence and such other officials it considers necessary.

(7) Finality of Committee Decision.—

(A) Should the member making such a request disagree
with the determination by the Committee or the deter-
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mination by the Chair and Ranking Member with respect
to that request or any part thereof, that member must no-
tify the Committee in writing of such disagreement.

(B) The Committee shall subsequently consider the mat-
ter and decide, by record vote, what further action or rec-
ommendation, if any, the Committee will take.

(g) Admission of Designated Members of the Subcommittee on De-
fense of the Committee on Appropriations.—Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection (f), the Chair may admit no more than
three designated Members of the Subcommittee on Defense of the
Committee on Appropriations to classified hearings and briefings of
the Committee involving discussions of classified material. Such
Members may also be granted access to classified transcripts,
records, data, charts or files of the Committee incident to such at-
tendance.

(1) Designation. The Chair may designate three Members of
the Subcommittee to be eligible for admission in consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member, of whom not more than
two may be from the same political party. Such designation
shall be effective for the entire Congress.

(2) Admission. The Chair may determine whether to admit
designated Members at each hearing or briefing of the Com-
mittee involving discussions of classified material. If the Chair
admits any of the designated Members to a particular hearing
or briefing, all three of the designated Members shall be admit-
ted to that hearing or briefing. Designated Members shall not
be counted for quorum purposes and shall not have a vote in
any meeting.

(3) Requirements for Access. Prior to being given access to
classified information pursuant to this subsection, a designated
Member shall:

(A) Provide the Committee a copy of the oath executed
by dsuch Member pursuant to House Rule XXIII, clause 13;
an

(B) Agree in writing not to divulge any classified infor-
mation provided to the Member pursuant to this sub-
section to any person not a Member of the Committee or
a designated Member or authorized Staff of the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on Appropriations,
except as otherwise authorized by the Committee in ac-
cordance with the Rules of the House and these rules.

(h) Admission of the Chair and Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.—Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
section (f), the Chair may admit the Chair and Ranking Member
of the Committee on Armed Services to classified hearings and
briefings of the Committee involving discussions of budget-related
classified information necessary to facilitate the enactment of the
annual defense authorization bill. Such members may also be
granted access to classified transcripts, records, data, charts or files
of the Committee incident to such attendance.

(1) Admission. The Chair may determine whether to admit
the Chair and Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed
Services at each hearing or briefing of the Committee. If the
Chair admits either the Chair or Ranking Member of the Com-
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mittee on Armed Services, both the Chair and Ranking Mem-
ber shall be admitted to that hearing or briefing. The Chair
and Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed Services
shall not be counted for quorum purposes and shall not have
a vote in any meeting.

(2) Requirements for Access. Prior to being given access to
classified information pursuant to this subsection, the Chair
and Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed Services
shall:

(A) Provide the Committee a copy of the oath executed
by such member pursuant to House Rule XXIII, clause 13;
and

(B) Agree in writing not to divulge any classified or exec-
utive session information provided to the member pursu-
ant to this subsection to any person not a member of the
Committee or authorized staff of the Committee on Armed
Services except as otherwise authorized by the Committee
in accordance with the Rules of the House and these rules.

(i) Advising the House or Other Committees.—Pursuant to Section
501 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 413), and to
the Rules of the House, the Committee shall call to the attention
of the House, or to any other appropriate committee of the House,
those matters requiring the attention of the House, or such other
committee, on the basis of the following provisions:

(1) By Request of Committee Member. At the request of any
member of the Committee to call to the attention of the House,
or any other committee, executive session material in the Com-
mittee’s possession, the Committee shall meet at the earliest
practicable opportunity to consider that request.

(2) Committee Consideration of Request. The Committee shall
consider the following factors, among any others it deems ap-
propriate:

(A) The effect of the matter in question on the national
defense or the foreign relations of the United States;

(B) Whether the matter in question involves sensitive in-
telligence sources and methods;

(C) Whether the matter in question otherwise raises
questions affecting the national interest; and

(D) Whether the matter in question affects matters with-
in the jurisdiction of another Committee of the House.

(8) Views of Other Committees. In examining such factors,
the Committee may seek the opinion of members of the Com-
mittee appointed from standing committees of the House with
jurisdiction over the matter in question, or submissions from
such other committees.

(4) Other Advice. The Committee may, during its delibera-
tions on such requests, seek the advice of any executive branch
official.

(G) Reasonable Opportunity to Examine Materials.—Before the
Committee makes any decision regarding any request for access to
any classified information in its possession, or a proposal to bring
any matter to the attention of the House or another committee,
members of the Committee shall have a reasonable opportunity to
examine all pertinent testimony, documents, or other materials in
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the Committee’s possession that may inform their decision on the
question.

(k) Notification to the House.—The Committee may bring a mat-
ter to the attention of the House when, after consideration of the
factors set forth in this rule, it considers the matter in question so
grave that it requires the attention of all members of the House,
and time is of the essence, or for any reason the Committee finds
compelling.

(1) Method of Disclosure to the House.—

(1) Should the Committee decide by record vote that a mat-
ter requires the attention of the House as described in sub-
section (i), it shall make arrangements to notify the House
promptly.

(2) In such cases, the Committee shall consider whether:

(A) To request an immediate secret session of the House
(with time equally divided between the Majority and the
Minority); or

(B) To publicly disclose the matter in question pursuant
to clause 11(g) of House Rule X.

(m) Requirement to Protect Sources and Methods.—In bringing a
matter to the attention of the House, or another committee, the
Committee, with due regard for the protection of intelligence
sources and methods, shall take all necessary steps to safeguard
materials or information relating to the matter in question.

(n) Availability of Information to Other Committees.—The Com-
mittee, having determined that a matter shall be brought to the at-
tention of another committee, shall ensure that such matter, in-
cluding all classified information related to that matter, is prompt-
ly made available to the chair and ranking minority member of
such other committee.

(0) Provision of Materials.—The Director of Security and Registry
for the Committee shall provide a copy of these rules, and the ap-
plicable portions of the Rules of the House of Representatives gov-
erning the handling of classified information, along with those ma-
terials determined by the Committee to be made available to such
other committee of the House or non-Committee member.

(p) Ensuring Clearances and Secure Storage.—The Director of Se-
curity and Registry shall ensure that such other committee or non-
Committee member receiving such classified materials may prop-
erly store classified materials in a manner consistent with all gov-
erning rules, regulations, policies, procedures, and statutes.

(q) Log.—The Director of Security and Registry for the Com-
mittee shall maintain a written record identifying the particular
classified document or material provided to such other committee
or non-Committee member, the reasons agreed upon by the Com-
mittee for approving such transmission, and the name of the com-
mittee or non-Committee member receiving such document or ma-
terial.

(r) Miscellaneous Requirements.—

(1) Staff Director’s Additional Authority. The Staff Director
is further empowered to provide for such additional measures,
which he or she deems necessary, to protect such classified in-
formation authorized by the Committee to be provided to such
other committee or non-Committee member.
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(2) Notice to Originating Agency. In the event that the Com-
mittee authorizes the disclosure of classified information pro-
vided to the Committee by an agency of the executive branch
to a non-Committee member or to another committee, the
Chair may notify the providing agency of the Committee’s ac-
tion prior to the transmission of such classified information.

RULE 15.—LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

(a) Generally.—The Chief Clerk, under the direction of the Staff
Director, shall maintain a printed calendar that lists:

(1) The legislative measures introduced and referred to the
Committee;

(2) The status of such measures; and

(3) Such other matters that the Committee may require.

(b) Revisions to the Calendar.—The calendar shall be revised
from time to time to show pertinent changes.

(c) Availability.—A copy of each such revision shall be furnished
to each member, upon request.

(d) Consultation with Appropriate Government Entities.—Unless
otherwise directed by the Committee, legislative measures referred
to the Committee may be referred by the Chief Clerk to the appro-
priate department or agency of the Government for reports there-
on.

RULE 16.—COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chair shall maintain an official Committee web site for the
purpose of furthering the Committee’s legislative and oversight re-
sponsibilities, including communicating information about the
Committee’s activities to Committee members and other members
of the House.

RULE 17.—MoT1ioNS To Go To CONFERENCE

In accordance with clause 2(a) of House Rule XI, the Chair is au-
thorized and directed to offer a privileged motion to go to con-
ference under clause 1 of House Rule XXII whenever the Chair con-
siders it appropriate.

RULE 18.—COMMITTEE TRAVEL

(a) Authority.—The Chair may authorize members and Com-
mittee Staff to travel on Committee business.
(b) Requests.—

(1) Member Requests.—Members requesting authorization for
such travel shall state the purpose and length of the trip, and
shall submit such request directly to the Chair.

(2) Committee Staff Requests.—Committee Staff requesting
authorization for such travel shall state the purpose and
length of the trip, and shall submit such request through their
supervisors to the Staff Director and the Chair.

(¢) Notification to Members.—

(1) Generally. Members shall be notified of all foreign travel

of Committee Staff not accompanying a member.
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(2) Content. All members are to be advised, prior to the com-

mencement of such travel, of its length, nature, and purpose.
(d) Trip Reports.—

(1) Generally. A full report of all issues discussed during any
travel shall be submitted to the Chief Clerk of the Committee
within a reasonable period of time following the completion of
such trip.

(2) Availability of Reports. Such report shall be:

(A) Available for review by any member or appropriately
cleared Committee Staff; and
(B) Considered executive session material for purposes of
these rules.
(e) Limitations on Travel.—

(1) Generally. The Chair is not authorized to permit travel
on Committee business of Committee Staff who have not satis-
fied the requirements of subsection (d) of this rule.

(2) Exception. The Chair may authorize Committee Staff to
travel on Committee business, notwithstanding the require-
ments of subsections (d) and (e) of this rule,

(A) At the specific request of a member of the Com-
mittee; or
(B) In the event there are circumstances beyond the con-
trol of the Committee Staff hindering compliance with
such requirements.
(f) Definitions.—For purposes of this rule the term “reasonable
period of time” means:

(1) No later than 60 days after returning from a foreign trip;
and

(2) No later than 30 days after returning from a domestic
trip.

RULE 19.—DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

(a) Generally.—The Committee shall immediately consider
whether disciplinary action shall be taken in the case of any mem-
ber of the Committee Staff alleged to have failed to conform to any
rule of the House of Representatives or to these rules.

(b) Exception.—In the event the House of Representatives is:

(1) In a recess period in excess of 3 days; or

(2) Has adjourned sine die; the Chair of the full Committee,
in consultation with the Ranking Minority Member, may take
such immediate disciplinary actions deemed necessary.

(¢) Available Actions.—Such disciplinary action may include im-
mediate dismissal from the Committee Staff.

(d) Notice to Members.—All members shall be notified as soon as
practicable, either by facsimile transmission or regular mail, of any
disciplinary action taken by the Chair pursuant to subsection (b).

(e) Reconsideration of Chair’s Actions.—A majority of the mem-
bers of the full Committee may vote to overturn the decision of the
Chair to take disciplinary action pursuant to subsection (b).

RULE 20.—BROADCASTING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Whenever any hearing or meeting conducted by the Committee
is open to the public, a majority of the Committee may permit that
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hearing or meeting to be covered, in whole or in part, by television
broadcast, radio broadcast, and still photography, or by any of such
methods of coverage, subject to the provisions and in accordance
with the spirit of the purposes enumerated in the Rules of the
House.

RULE 21.—COMMITTEE RECORDS TRANSFERRED TO THE NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

(a) Generally.—The records of the Committee at the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration shall be made available for pub-
lic use in accordance with the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

(b) Notice of Withholding.—The Chair shall notify the Ranking
Minority Member of any decision, pursuant to the Rules of the
House of Representatives, to withhold a record otherwise available,
and the matter shall be presented to the full Committee for a de-
termination of the question of public availability on the written re-
quest of any member of the Committee.

RULE 22.—CHANGES IN RULES

(a) Generally.—These rules may be modified, amended, or re-
pealed by vote of the full Committee.

(b) Notice of Proposed Changes.—A notice, in writing, of the pro-
posed change shall be given to each member at least 48 hours prior
1{)0 anﬁf meeting at which action on the proposed rule change is to

e taken.
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RULES OF THE JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE FOR THE
115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1. The rules of the Senate and House, insofar as they are
applicable, shall govern the committee and its subcommittees. The
rules of the Committee, insofar as they are applicable, shall be the
rules of any subcommittee of the Committee.

RULE 2. The meetings of the Committee shall be held at such
times and in such places as the Chairman may designate, or at
such times as a quorum of the Committee may request in writing,
with adequate advance notice provided to all members of the Com-
mittee. Subcommittee meetings shall not be held when the full
Committee is meeting. Where the rules require a vote of the mem-
bers of the Committee, polling of members either in writing or by
telephone shall not be permitted to substitute for a vote taken at
a Committee meeting, unless the Ranking Minority Member as-
sents to a waiver of this requirement.

RULE 3. Ten members of the Committee shall constitute a
quorum. A majority of the members of a subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum of such subcommittee.

RULE 4. Written or telegraphic proxies of Committee members
will be received and recorded on any vote taken by the Committee,
except at the organization meeting at the beginning of each Con-
gress, or for the purpose of creating a quorum.

RULE 5. The Chairman may name standing or special sub-
committees. Any member of the Committee shall have the privilege
of sitting with any subcommittee during its hearings or delibera-
tions, but no such member who is not a member of the sub-
committee shall vote on any matter before such subcommittee.
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RULE 6. The chairmanship and vice chairmanship of the Com-
mittee shall alternate between the House and Senate by Con-
gresses. The senior member of the minority party in the House of
Congress opposite to that of the Chairman shall be the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee. In the event the House and
Senate are under different party control, the Chairman and Vice
Chairman shall represent the majority party in the respective
Houses.

RULE 7. Questions as to the order of business and the procedure
of the Committee shall in the first instance be decided by the
Chairman, subject always to an appeal to the Committee.

RuULE 8. All hearings conducted by the Committee or its sub-
committees shall be open to the public except where the Committee
or subcommittee, as the case may be, by a majority vote orders an
executive session. Whenever possible, all public hearings shall in-
clude some sessions held on the Senate side and some on the House
side. House and Senate members shall alternate in order of seating
and interrogation.

RULE 9. So far as practicable all witnesses appearing before the
Committee shall file advance written statements of their proposed
testimony, and their oral testimony shall be limited to brief sum-
maries. Brief insertions of additional germane material will be re-
ceived for the record, subject to the approval of the Chairman.

RULE 10. An accurate stenographic record shall be kept of all tes-
timony and each witness provided with a copy thereof. Witnesses
may make changes in testimony for the purpose of correcting gram-
matical errors, obvious errors of fact, and errors of transcription.
Brief supplemental materials when required to clarify the tran-
script may be inserted in the record subject to the approval of the
Chairman. Witnesses shall be allowed 3 days within which to cor-
rect and return the transcript of their testimony. If not so returned,
the clerk may close the record whenever necessary.

RULE 11. Each member of the Committee shall be provided with
a copy of the hearings transcript for the purpose of correcting er-
rors of transcription and grammar, and clarifying questions or re-
marks. If another person is authorized by a Committee member to
make his corrections, the clerk shall be so notified.

Members who have received unanimous consent to submit writ-
ten questions to witnesses shall be allowed 2 days within which to
submit these to the executive director for transmission to the wit-
nesses. The record may be held open for a period not to exceed
1week awaiting responses by witnesses.

RULE 12. Testimony received in executive hearings shall not be
released or included in any report without the approval of a major-
ity of the Committee.

RULE 13.

The Chairman shall provide adequate time for questioning of
witnesses by all members, and the rule of germaneness shall be en-
forced in all hearings.

RULE 14. None of the hearings of the Committee shall be telecast
or broadcast, whether directly or through such devices as record-
ings, tapes, motion pictures, or other mechanical means, if in con-
flict with a rule or practice of the House on the side of the Capitol
where hearings are being held. If no general rule or practice pre-
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vails in regard to such telecasts or broadcasts, none of the hearings
of the Committee shall be telecast or broadcast unless approved by
a majority of the members of the Committee.

Telecasts or broadcasts of any such portion of hearings of the
Committee as may include testimony of a witness, shall not be au-
thorized if such witness objects to such telecast or broadcast: Pro-
vided, That such witness shall be afforded the opportunity to make
such objection, if any, to the Committee at a time when the pro-
ceedings are not being telecast or broadcast.

RULE 15. No Committee report shall be made public or trans-
mitted to the Congress without the approval of a majority of the
Committee except that when the Congress has adjourned, sub-
committees may by majority vote and with the express permission
of the full Committee submit reports to the full Committee and si-
multaneously release same to the public: Provided, That any mem-
ber of the Committee may make a report supplementary to or dis-
senting from the majority report. Such supplementary or dissenting
reports should be as brief as possible. Factual reports by the Com-
mittee staff may be printed for the distribution to Committee mem-
bers and the public only upon authorization of the Chairman of the
full Committee either with the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee or with the consent of the Ranking Minority Member.

RULE 16. No summary of a Committee report, prediction of the
contents of a report, or statement of conclusions concerning any in-
vestigation shall be made by a member of the Committee or of the
Committee staff prior to the issuance of a report of the Committee.

RULE 17. There shall be kept a complete record of all Committee
proceedings and actions. The clerk of the Committee, or a des-
ignated member of the Committee staff, shall act as recording sec-
retary of all proceedings before the Committee and shall prepare
and circulate to all members of the Committee the minutes of such
proceedings. Minutes circulated will be considered approved unless
objection is registered prior to the next Committee meeting. The
records of the Committee shall be open to all members of the Com-
mittee.

RULE 18. The Committee shall have a professional and clerical
staff under the supervision of an executive director. The Committee
shall appoint and remove the executive director with the approval
of not less than 10 members of the Committee. Staff operating pro-
cedures shall be determined by the executive director, with the ap-
proval of the Chairman of the Committee, and after notification to
the Ranking Minority Member with respect to basic revisions. The
executive director under the general supervision of the Chairman
is authorized to deal directly with agencies of the Government and
with non-Government groups and individuals on behalf of the Com-
mittee.

The professional members of the Committee staff shall be ap-
pointed and removed on the recommendation of the executive direc-
tor with approval by a majority vote of the Committee. The profes-
sional staff members, including the executive director, shall be per-
sons selected without regard to political affiliations who, as a result
of training, experience, and attainments, are exceptionally qualified
to analyze and interpret economic developments and programs. The
clerical and temporary staff shall be appointed and removed by the
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executive director with the approval of the Chairman, and after no-
tification to the Ranking Minority Member. The Committee staff
shall serve all members of the Committee in an objective, non par-
tisan manner. From time to time, upon request the executive direc-
tor shall designate individual members of the staff to assist sub-
committees, individual Committee members, and the minority
members. The staff, to the extent possible, shall be organized along
functional lines to permit specialization.

RULE 19. Attendance at executive sessions shall be limited to
members of the Committee and of the Committee staff. Other per-
sons whose presence is requested or consented to by the Committee
may be admitted to such sessions.

RULE 20. Selection of witnesses for Committee hearings shall be
made by the Committee staff under the direction of the Chairman.
A list of proposed witnesses shall be submitted to the members of
the Committee for review sufficiently in advance of the hearings to
permit suggestions by the Committee members to receive appro-
priate consideration.

RULE 21. The Chairman of the Committee shall have the overall
responsibility for preparing and carrying out the Committee’s pro-
gram, including staff duties, subject to prior approval of each item
on the program by a majority of the Committee or, alternatively,
by the Ranking Minority Member. Prior to and during the transi-
tion from one Congress to another, the outgoing Committee shall
prepare and have ready a plan for the consideration of the Presi-
dent’s Economic Report and the preparation of the Committee’s re-
port thereon in order to meet the March 1 deadline established by
Public Law 304 (79th Cong.), as amended.

RULE 22. Proposals for amending Committee rules shall be sent
to all members at least 1 week before final action is taken thereon,
unless the amendment is made by unanimous consent. Approval by
at least 11 members of the Committee shall be required to amend
these rules.

RULE 23. The information contained in any books, papers, or doc-
uments furnished to the Committee by any individual, partnership,
corporation, or other legal entity shall, upon the request of the in-
dividual, partnership, corporation, or other entity furnishing the
same, be maintained in strict confidence by the members and staff
of the Committee, except that any such information may be re-
leased outside of executive session of the Committee if the release
thereof is effected in a manner which will not reveal the identity
of such individual, partnership, corporation, or entity: Provided,
That the Committee by majority vote may authorize the disclosure
of the identity of any such individual, partnership, corporation, or
entity in connection with any pending hearing or as a part of a
duly authorized report of the Committee if such release is deemed
essential to the performance of the functions of the Committee and
is in the public interest.
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RULES OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY FOR
THE 115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. Regular meetings may be called by the Chairman, with the
concurrence of the Vice-Chairman, as may be deemed necessary or
pursuant to the provision of paragraph 3 of rule XXVI of the Stand-
ings Rules of the Senate.

2. Meetings of the committee, including meetings to conduct
hearings, shall be open to the public, except that a meeting or se-
ries of meetings by the committee on the same subject for a period
of no more than 14 calendar days may be closed to the public on
a motion made and seconded to go into closed session to discuss
only whether the matters enumerated in subparagraphs (A)
through (F) would require the meeting to be closed followed imme-
diately by a recorded vote in open session by a majority of the
members of the committee when it is determined that the matters
to be discussed or the testimony to be taken at such meeting or
meetings—

(A) will disclose matters necessary to be kept secret in the
interests of national defense or the confidential conduct of the
foreign relations of the United States;

(B) will relate solely to matters of the committee staff per-
sonal or internal staff management or procedures;

(C) will tend to charge an individual with a crime or mis-
conduct, to disgrace or injure the professional standing of an
individual, or otherwise to expose an individual to public con-
tempt or obloquy, or will represent a clearly unwarranted inva-
sion of privacy of an individual;

(D) will disclose the identity of any informer or law enforce-
ment agent or will disclose any information relating to the in-
vestigation or prosecution of a criminal offense that is required
to be kept secret in the interest of effective law enforcement;

(E) will disclose information relating to the trade secrets or
financial or commercial information pertaining specifically to a
given person if—
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(1) an Act of Congress requires the information to be

kept confidential by Government officers and employees; or

(2) the information has been obtained by the Govern-

ment on a confidential basis, other than through an appli-

cation by such person for a specific Government financial

or other benefit, and is required to be kept secret in order

to prevent undue injury to the benefit, and is required to

be kept secret in order to prevent undue injury to the com-

petitive position of such person; or

(F) may divulge matters required to kept confidential under

the provisions of law or Government regulation. (Paragraph
5(b) of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Senate.)

3. Written notices of committee meetings will normally be sent
by the committee’s staff director to all members at least 3 days in
advance. In addition, the committee staff will email or telephone
reminders of committee meetings to all members of the committee
or to the appropriate staff assistants in their offices.

4. A copy of the committee’s intended agenda enumerating sepa-
rate items of committee business will normally be sent to all mem-
bers of the committee by the staff director at least 1 day in advance
of all meetings. This does not preclude any member of the com-
mittee from raising appropriate non-agenda topics.

5. Any witness who is to appear before the committee in any
hearing shall file with the clerk of the committee at least 3 busi-
ness days before the date of his or her appearance, a written state-
ment of his or her proposed testimony and an executive summary
thereof, in such form as the Chairman may direct, unless the
Chairman waived such a requirement for good cause.

RULE 2.—QUORUMS

1. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules, 4 members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.

2. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules, 2 members of the committee shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of taking testimony; provided, however, once a quorum
is established, any one member can continue to take such testi-
mony.

3. Under no circumstance may proxies be considered for the es-
tablishment of a quorum.

RULE 3.—VOTING

1. Voting in the committee on any issue will normally be by voice
vote.

2. If a third of the members present so demand, a recorded vote
will be taken on any question by roll call.

3. The results of the roll call votes taken in any meeting upon
a measure, or any amendment thereto, shall be stated in the com-
mittee report on that measure unless previously announced by the
committee, and such report or announcement shall include a tab-
ulation of the votes cast in favor and the votes cast in opposition
to each measure and amendment by each member of the com-
mittee. (Paragraph 7(b) and (c) of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules.)
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4. Proxy voting shall be allowed on all measures and matters be-
fore the committee. However, the vote of the committee to report
a measure or matters shall require the concurrence of a majority
of the members of the committee who are physically present at the
time of the vote. Proxies will be allowed in such cases solely for the
purpose of recording a member’s position on the question and then
only in those instances when the absentee committee member has
been informed of the question and has affirmatively requested that
he 1be recorded. (Paragraph 7(a)(3) of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules.)

RULE 4.—DELEGATION AND AUTHORITY TO THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE
CHAIRMAN

1. The Chairman and Vice Chairman are authorized to sign all
necessary vouchers and routine papers for which the committee’s
approval is required and to decide in the committee’s behalf on all
routine business.

2. The Chairman is authorized to engage commercial reporters
for the preparation of transcripts of committee meetings and hear-
ings.

3. The Chairman is authorized to issue, on behalf of the com-
mittee, regulations normally promulgated by the committee at the
beginning of each session.
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RULES OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING FOR THE
115TH CONGRESS

RULE 1.—COMMITTEE RULES

(a) The rules of the Senate and House insofar as they are appli-
cable, shall govern the Committee.

(b) The Committee’s rules shall be published in the Congres-
sional Record as soon as possible following the Committee’s organi-
zational meeting in each odd-numbered year.

(c) Where these rules require a vote of the members of the Com-
mittee, polling of members either in writing or by telephone shall
not be permitted to substitute for a vote taken at a Committee
meeting, unless the Ranking Minority Member assents to waiver of
this requirement.

(d) Proposals for amending Committee rules shall be sent to all
members at least one week before final action is taken thereon, un-
less the amendment is made by unanimous consent.

RULE 2.—REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) The regular meeting date of the Committee shall be the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month when the House and Senate are in
session. A regularly scheduled meeting need not be held if there is
no business to be considered and after appropriate notification is
made to the Ranking Minority Member. Additional meetings may
be called by the Chairman, as he may deem necessary or at the re-
quest of the majority of the members of the Committee.

(b) If the Chairman of the Committee is not present at any meet-
ing of the Committee, the Vice-Chairman or Ranking Member of
the majority party on the Committee who is present shall preside
at the meeting.

RULE 3.—QUORUM

(a) Five members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum,
which is required for the purpose of closing meetings, promulgating
Committee orders or changing the rules of the Committee.
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(b) Three members shall constitute a quorum for purposes of tak-
ing testimony and receiving evidence.

RULE 4.—PROXIES

(a) Written or telegraphic proxies of Committee members will be
received and recorded on any vote taken by the Committee, except
for the purpose of creating a quorum.

(b) Proxies will be allowed on any such votes for the purpose of
recording a member’s position on a question only when the absen-
tee Committee member has been informed of the question and has
affirmatively requested that he be recorded.

RULE 5.—OPEN AND CLOSED MEETINGS

(a) Each meeting for the transaction of business of the Com-
mittee shall be open to the public except when the Committee, in
open session and with a quorum present, determines by roll call
vote that all or part of the remainder of the meeting on that day
shall be closed to the public. No such vote shall be required to close
a meeting that relates solely to internal budget or personnel mat-
ters.

(b) No person other than members of the Committee, and such
congressional staff and other representatives as they may author-
ize, shall be present in any business session that has been closed
to the public.

RULE 6.—ALTERNATING CHAIRMANSHIP AND VICE-CHAIRMANSHIP BY
CONGRESSES

(a) The Chairmanship and Vice Chairmanship of the Committee
shall alternate between the House and the Senate by Congresses:
The senior member of the minority party in the House of Congress
opposite of that of the Chairman shall be the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee.

(b) In the event the House and Senate are under different party
control, the Chairman and Vice Chairman shall represent the ma-
jority party in their respective Houses. When the Chairman and
Vice-Chairman represent different parties, the Vice-Chairman shall
also fulfill the responsibilities of the Ranking Minority Member as
prescribed by these rules.

RULE 7.—PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

Questions as to the order of business and the procedures of Com-
mittee shall in the first instance be decided by the Chairman; sub-
ject always to an appeal to the Committee.

RULE 8.—HEARINGS: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WITNESSES

(a) The Chairman, in the case of hearings to be conducted by the
Committee, shall make public announcement of the date, place and
subject matter of any hearing to be conducted on any measure or
matter at least one week before the commencement of that hearing
unless the Committee determines that there is good cause to begin
such hearing at an earlier date. In the latter event, the Chairman
shall make such public announcement at the earliest possible date.
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The staff director of the Committee shall promptly notify the Daily
Digest of the Congressional Record as soon as possible after such
public announcement is made.

(b) So far as practicable, all witnesses appearing before the Com-
mittee shall file advance written statements of their proposed testi-
mony at least 48 hours in advance of their appearance and their
oral testimony shall be limited to brief summaries. Limited inser-
tions or additional germane material will be received for the record,
subject to the approval of the Chairman.

RULE 9.—O¥rFICIAL HEARING RECORD

(a) An accurate stenographic record shall be kept of all Com-
mittee proceedings and actions. Brief supplemental materials when
required to clarify the transcript may be inserted in the record sub-
ject to the approval of the Chairman.

(b) Each member of the Committee shall be provided with a copy
of the hearing transcript for the purpose of correcting errors of
transcription and grammar, and clarifying questions or remarks. If
any other person is authorized by a Committee Member to make
his corrections, the staff director shall be so notified.

(¢) Members who have received unanimous consent to submit
written questions to witnesses shall be allowed two days within
which to submit these to the staff director for transmission to the
witnesses. The record may be held open for a period not to exceed
two weeks awaiting the responses by witnesses.

(d) A witness may obtain a transcript copy of his testimony given
at a public session or, if given at an executive session, when au-
thorized by the Committee. Testimony received in closed hearings
shall not be released or included in any report without the ap-
proval of the Committee.

RULE 10.—WITNESSES FOR COMMITTEE HEARINGS

(a) Selection of witnesses for Committee hearings shall be made
by the Committee staff under the direction of the Chairman. A list
of proposed witnesses shall be submitted to the members of the
Committee for review sufficiently in advance of the hearings to per-
mit suggestions by the Committee members to receive appropriate
consideration.

(b) The Chairman shall provide adequate time for questioning of
witnesses by all members, including minority Members and the
rule of germaneness shall be enforced in all hearings notified.

(c) Whenever a hearing is conducted by the Committee upon any
measure or matter, the minority on the Committee shall be enti-
tled, upon unanimous request to the Chairman before the comple-
tion of such hearings, to call witnesses selected by the minority to
testify with respect to the measure or matter during at least one
day of hearing thereon.

RULE 11.—CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION FURNISHED TO THE
COMMITTEE

The information contained in any books, papers or documents
furnished to the Committee by any individual, partnership, cor-
poration or other legal entity shall, upon the request of the indi-
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vidual, partnership, corporation or entity furnishing the same, be
maintained in strict confidence by the members and staff of the
Committee, except that any such information may be released out-
side of executive session of the Committee if the release thereof is
effected in a manner which will not reveal the identity of such indi-
vidual, partnership, corporation or entity in connection with any
pending hearing or as a part of a duly authorized report of the
Committee if such release is deemed essential to the performance
of the functions of the Committee and is in the public interest.

RULE 12.—BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS

The rule for broadcasting of Committee hearings shall be the
same as Rule XI, clause 4, of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives.

RULE 13.—COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) No Committee report shall be made public or transmitted to
the Congress without the approval of a majority of the Committee
except when Congress has adjourned: provided that any member of
the Committee may make a report supplementary to or dissenting
from the majority report. Such supplementary or dissenting reports
should be as brief as possible.

(b) Factual reports by the Committee staff may be printed for
distribution to Committee members and the public only upon au-
thorization of the Chairman either with the approval of a majority
of the Committee or with the consent of the Ranking Minority
Member.

RULE 14.—CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMITTEE REPORTS

No summary of a Committee report, prediction of the contents of
a report, or statement of conclusions concerning any investigation
shall be made by a member of the Committee or by any staff mem-
ber of the Committee prior to the issuance of a report of the Com-
mittee.

RULE 15.—COMMITTEE STAFF

(a) The Committee shall have a staff director, selected by the
Chairman. The staff director shall be an employee of the House of
Representatives or of the Senate.

(b) The Ranking Minority Member may designate an employee of
the House of Representatives or of the Senate as the minority staff
director.

(c¢) The staff director, under the general supervision of the Chair-
man, is authorized to deal directly with agencies of the Govern-
ment and with non-Government groups and individuals on behalf
of the Committee.

(d) The Chairman or staff director shall timely notify the Rank-
ing Minority Member or the minority staff director of decisions
made on behalf of the Committee.
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RULE 16.—COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

The Chairman of the Committee may establish such other proce-
dures and take such actions as may be necessary to carry out the
foregoing rules or to facilitate the effective operation of the Com-
mittee. Specifically, the Chairman is authorized, during the interim
periods between meetings of the Committee, to act on all requests
submitted by any executive department, independent agency, tem-
porary or permanent commissions and committees of the Federal
Government, the Government Publishing Office and any other Fed-
eral entity, pursuant to the requirements of applicable Federal law
and regulations.
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Rule X

ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEES
COMMITTEES AND THEIR LEGISLATIVE JURISDICTIONS

1. There shall be in the House the following standing commit-
tees, each of which shall have the jurisdiction and related functions
assigned by this clause and clauses 2, 3, and 4. All bills, resolu-
tions, and other matters relating to subjects within the jurisdiction
of the standing committees listed in this clause shall be referred
to those committees, in accordance with clause 2 of rule XII, as fol-
lows:

(a) Committee on Agriculture.—(1) Adulteration of seeds, insect
pests, and protection of birds and animals in forest reserves.

(2) Agriculture generally.

(3) Agricultural and industrial chemistry.

(4) Agricultural colleges and experiment stations.

(5) Agricultural economics and research.

(6) Agricultural education extension services.

(7) Agricultural production and marketing and stabilization of
prices of agricultural products, and commodities (not including dis-
tribution outside of the United States).

(8) Animal industry and diseases of animals.

(9) Commodity exchanges.

(10) Crop insurance and soil conservation.

(11) Dairy industry.

(12) Entomology and plant quarantine.

(13) Extension of farm credit and farm security.

(14) Inspection of livestock, poultry, meat products, and seafood
and seafood products.

(15) Forestry in general and forest reserves other than those cre-
ated from the public domain.

(16) Human nutrition and home economics.

(17) Plant industry, soils, and agricultural engineering.

(18) Rural electrification.

(19) Rural development.

(20) Water conservation related to activities of the Department
of Agriculture.

(b) Committee on Appropriations.—(1) Appropriation of the rev-
enue for the support of the Government.

(2) Rescissions of appropriations contained in appropriation Acts.

(3) Transfers of unexpended balances.

(4) Bills and joint resolutions reported by other committees that
provide new entitlement authority as defined in section 3(9) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and referred to the committee
under clause 4(a)(2).

(5) Bills and joint resolutions that provide new budget authority,
limitation on the use of funds, or other authority relating to new
direct loan obligations and new loan guarantee commitments ref-
erencing section 504(b) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

(c) Committee on Armed Services.—(1) Ammunition depots; forts;
arsenals; and Army, Navy, and Air Force reservations and estab-
lishments.

(2) Common defense generally.
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(3) Conservation, development, and use of naval petroleum and
oil shale reserves.

(4) The Department of Defense generally, including the Depart-
ments of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, generally.

(5) Interoceanic canals generally, including measures relating to
thel maintenance, operation, and administration of interoceanic ca-
nals.

(6) Merchant Marine Academy and State Maritime Academies.

(7) Military applications of nuclear energy.

(8) Tactical intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the
Department of Defense.

(9) National security aspects of merchant marine, including fi-
nancial assistance for the construction and operation of vessels,
maintenance of the U.S. shipbuilding and ship repair industrial
base, cabotage, cargo preference, and merchant marine officers and
seamen as these matters relate to the national security.

(10) Pay, promotion, retirement, and other benefits and privi-
leges of members of the armed forces.

(11) Scientific research and development in support of the armed
services.

(12) Selective service.

(13) Size and composition of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and
Air Force.

(14) Soldiers’ and sailors’ homes.

(15) Strategic and critical materials necessary for the common
defense.

(16) Cemeteries administered by the Department of Defense.

(d) Committee on the Budget.—(1) Concurrent resolutions on the
budget (as defined in section 3(4) of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974), other matters required to be referred to the committee
under titles III and IV of that Act, and other measures setting
forth appropriate levels of budget totals for the United States Gov-
ernment.

(2) Budget process generally.

(3) Establishment, extension, and enforcement of special controls
over the Federal budget, including the budgetary treatment of off-
budget Federal agencies and measures providing exemption from
reduction under any order issued under part C of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

(e) Committee on Education and the Workforce.—(1) Child labor.

(2) Gallaudet University and Howard University and Hospital.

(3) Convict labor and the entry of goods made by convicts into
interstate commerce.

(4) Food programs for children in schools.

(5) Labor standards and statistics.

(6) Education or labor generally.

(7) Mediation and arbitration of labor disputes.

(8) Regulation or prevention of importation of foreign laborers
under contract.

(9) Workers’ compensation.

(10) Vocational rehabilitation.

(11) Wages and hours of labor.

(12) Welfare of miners.

(13) Work incentive programs.
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(f) Committee on Energy and Commerce.—(1) Biomedical research
and development.

(2) Consumer affairs and consumer protection.

(3) Health and health facilities (except health care supported by
payroll deductions).

(4) Interstate energy compacts.

(5) Interstate and foreign commerce generally.

(6) Exploration, production, storage, supply, marketing, pricing,
and regulation of energy resources, including all fossil fuels, solar
energy, and other unconventional or renewable energy resources.

(7) Conservation of energy resources.

(8) Energy information generally.

(9) The generation and marketing of power (except by federally
chartered or Federal regional power marketing authorities); reli-
ability and interstate transmission of, and ratemaking for, all
power; and siting of generation facilities (except the installation of
interconnections between Government waterpower projects).

(10) General management of the Department of Energy and man-
agement and all functions of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission.

(11) National energy policy generally.

(12) Public health and quarantine.

(13) Regulation of the domestic nuclear energy industry, includ-
ing regulation of research and development reactors and nuclear
regulatory research.

(14) Regulation of interstate and foreign communications.

(15) Travel and tourism.

The committee shall have the same jurisdiction with respect to
regulation of nuclear facilities and of use of nuclear energy as it
has with respect to regulation of nonnuclear facilities and of use of
nonnuclear energy.

(g) Committee on Ethics.—The Code of Official Conduct.

(h) Committee on Financial Services.—(1) Banks and banking, in-
cluding deposit insurance and Federal monetary policy.

(2) Economic stabilization, defense production, renegotiation, and
control of the price of commodities, rents, and services.

(3) Financial aid to commerce and industry (other than transpor-
tation).

(4) Insurance generally.

(5) International finance.

(6) International financial and monetary organizations.

(7) Money and credit, including currency and the issuance of
notes and redemption thereof; gold and silver, including the coin-
age thereof; valuation and revaluation of the dollar.

(8) Public and private housing.

(9) Securities and exchanges.

(10) Urban development.

(i) Committee on Foreign Affairs.—(1) Relations of the United
States with foreign nations generally.

(2) Acquisition of land and buildings for embassies and legations
in foreign countries.

(3) Establishment of boundary lines between the United States
and foreign nations.



323

(4) Export controls, including nonproliferation of nuclear tech-
nology and nuclear hardware.

(5) Foreign loans.

(6) International commodity agreements (other than those involv-
ing sugar), including all agreements for cooperation in the export
of nuclear technology and nuclear hardware.

(7) International conferences and congresses.

(8) International education.

(9) Intervention abroad and declarations of war.

(10) Diplomatic service.

(11) Measures to foster commercial intercourse with foreign na-
tions and to safeguard American business interests abroad.

(12) International economic policy.

(13) Neutrality.

(14) Protection of American citizens abroad and expatriation.

(15) The American National Red Cross.

(16) Trading with the enemy.

(17) United Nations organizations.

(j) Committee on Homeland Security.—(1) Overall homeland secu-
rity policy.

(2) Organization, administration, and general management of the
Department of Homeland Security.

(3) Functions of the Department of Homeland Security relating
to the following:

(A) Border and port security (except immigration policy and
non-border enforcement).

(B) Customs (except customs revenue).

(C) Integration, analysis, and dissemination of homeland se-
curity information.

(D) Domestic preparedness for and collective response to ter-
rorism.

(E) Research and development.

(F) Transportation security.

(k) Committee on House Administration.—(1) Appropriations
from accounts for committee salaries and expenses (except for the
Committee on Appropriations); House Information Resources; and
allowance and expenses of Members, Delegates, the Resident Com-
missioner, officers, and administrative offices of the House.

(2) Auditing and settling of all accounts described in subpara-
graph (1).

(3) Employment of persons by the House, including staff for
Members, Delegates, the Resident Commissioner, and committees;
and reporters of debates, subject to rule VI.

(4) Except as provided in paragraph (r)(11), the Library of Con-
gress, including management thereof; the House Library; statuary
and pictures; acceptance or purchase of works of art for the Cap-
itol; the Botanic Garden; and purchase of books and manuscripts.

(5) The Smithsonian Institution and the incorporation of similar
institutions (except as provided in paragraph (r)(11)).

(6) Expenditure of accounts described in subparagraph (1).

(7) Franking Commission.

(8) Printing and correction of the Congressional Record.

(9) Accounts of the House generally.
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(10) Assignment of office space for Members, Delegates, the Resi-
dent Commissioner, and committees.

(11) Disposition of useless executive papers.

(12) Election of the President, Vice President, Members, Sen-
ators, Delegates, or the Resident Commissioner; corrupt practices;
contested elections; credentials and qualifications; and Federal elec-
tions generally.

(13) Services to the House, including the House Restaurant,
parking facilities, and administration of the House Office Buildings
and of the House wing of the Capitol.

(14) Travel of Members, Delegates, and the Resident Commis-
sioner.

(15) Raising, reporting, and use of campaign contributions for
candidates for office of Representative, of Delegate, and of Resident
Commissioner.

(16) Compensation, retirement, and other benefits of the Mem-
bers, Delegates, the Resident Commissioner, officers, and employ-
ees of Congress.

(1) Committee on the Judiciary.—(1) The judiciary and judicial
proceedings, civil and criminal.

(2) Administrative practice and procedure.

(3) Apportionment of Representatives.

(4) Bankruptcy, mutiny, espionage, and counterfeiting.

(5) Civil liberties.

(6) Constitutional amendments.

(7) Criminal law enforcement and criminalization.

(8) Federal courts and judges, and local courts in the Territories
and possessions.

(9) Immigration policy and non-border enforcement.

(10) Interstate compacts generally.

(11) Claims against the United States.

(12) Meetings of Congress; attendance of Members, Delegates,
and the Resident Commissioner; and their acceptance of incompat-
ible offices.

(13) National penitentiaries.

(14) Patents, the Patent and Trademark Office, copyrights, and
trademarks.

(15) Presidential succession.

(16) Protection of trade and commerce against unlawful re-
straints and monopolies.

(17) Revision and codification of the Statutes of the United
States.

(18) State and territorial boundary lines.

(19) Subversive activities affecting the internal security of the
United States.

(m) Committee on Natural Resources.—(1) Fisheries and wildlife,
including research, restoration, refuges, and conservation.

(2) Forest reserves and national parks created from the public
domain.

(3) Forfeiture of land grants and alien ownership, including alien
ownership of mineral lands.

(4) Geological Survey.

(5) International fishing agreements.
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(6) Interstate compacts relating to apportionment of waters for
irrigation purposes.

(7) Irrigation and reclamation, including water supply for rec-
lamation projects and easements of public lands for irrigation
projects; and acquisition of private lands when necessary to com-
plete irrigation projects.

(8) Native Americans generally, including the care and allotment
of Native American lands and general and special measures relat-
ing to claims that are paid out of Native American funds.

(9) Insular areas of the United States generally (except those af-
fecting the revenue and appropriations).

(10) Military parks and battlefields, national cemeteries adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior, parks within the District of
Columbia, and the erection of monuments to the memory of indi-
viduals.

(11) Mineral land laws and claims and entries thereunder.

(12) Mineral resources of public lands.

(13) Mining interests generally.

(14) Mining schools and experimental stations.

(15) Marine affairs, including coastal zone management (except
for measures relating to oil and other pollution of navigable
waters).

(16) Oceanography.

(17) Petroleum conservation on public lands and conservation of
the radium supply in the United States.

(18) Preservation of prehistoric ruins and objects of interest on
the public domain.

(19) Public lands generally, including entry, easements, and graz-
ing thereon.

(20) Relations of the United States with Native Americans and
Native American tribes.

(21) Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline (except ratemaking).

(n) Committee on QOversight and Government Reform.—(1) Fed-
eral civil service, including intergovernmental personnel; and the
status of officers and employees of the United States, including
their compensation, classification, and retirement.

(2) Municipal affairs of the District of Columbia in general (other
than appropriations).

(3) Federal paperwork reduction.

(4) Government management and accounting measures generally.

(5) Holidays and celebrations.

(6) Overall economy, efficiency, and management of government
operations and activities, including Federal procurement.

(7) National archives.

(8) Population and demography generally, including the Census.

(9) Postal service generally, including transportation of the mails.

(10) Public information and records.

(11) Relationship of the Federal Government to the States and
municipalities generally.

(12) Reorganizations in the executive branch of the Government.

(o) Committee on Rules.—(1) Rules and joint rules (other than
those relating to the Code of Official Conduct) and the order of
business of the House.

(2) Recesses and final adjournments of Congress.
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(p) Committee on Science, Space, and Technology.—(1) All energy
research, development, and demonstration, and projects therefor,
and all federally owned or operated non-military energy labora-
tories.

(2) Astronautical research and development, including resources,
personnel, equipment, and facilities.

(3) Civil aviation research and development.

(4) Environmental research and development.

(5) Marine research.

(6) Commercial application of energy technology.

(7) National Institute of Standards and Technology, standardiza-
tion of weights and measures, and the metric system.

(8) National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

(9) National Space Council.

(10) National Science Foundation.

(11) National Weather Service.

(12) Outer space, including exploration and control thereof.

(13) Science scholarships.

(14) Scientific research, development, and demonstration, and
projects therefor.

(q) Committee on Small Business.—(1) Assistance to and protec-
tion of small business, including financial aid, regulatory flexibility,
and paperwork reduction.

(2) Participation of small-business enterprises in Federal pro-
curement and Government contracts.

(r) Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.—(1) Coast
Guard, including lifesaving service, lighthouses, lightships, ocean
derelicts, and the Coast Guard Academy.

(2) Federal management of emergencies and natural disasters.

(3) Flood control and improvement of rivers and harbors.

(4) Inland waterways.

(5) Inspection of merchant marine vessels, lights and signals,
lifesaving equipment, and fire protection on such vessels.

(6) Navigation and laws relating thereto, including pilotage.

(7) Registering and licensing of vessels and small boats.

(8) Rules and international arrangements to prevent collisions at
sea.

(9) The Capitol Building and the Senate and House Office Build-
ings.

(10) Construction or maintenance of roads and post roads (other
than appropriations therefor).

(11) Construction or reconstruction, maintenance, and care of
buildings and grounds of the Botanic Garden, the Library of Con-
gress, and the Smithsonian Institution.

(12) Merchant marine (except for national security aspects there-
of).
(13) Purchase of sites and construction of post offices, custom-
houses, Federal courthouses, and Government buildings within the
District of Columbia.

(14) Oil and other pollution of navigable waters, including inland,
coastal, and ocean waters.

(15) Marine affairs, including coastal zone management, as they
relate to oil and other pollution of navigable waters.



327

(16) Public buildings and occupied or improved grounds of the
United States generally.

(17) Public works for the benefit of navigation, including bridges
and dams (other than international bridges and dams).

(18) Related transportation regulatory agencies (except the
Transportation Security Administration).

(19) Roads and the safety thereof.

(20) Transportation, including civil aviation, railroads, water
transportation, transportation safety (except automobile safety and
transportation security functions of the Department of Homeland
Security), transportation infrastructure, transportation labor, and
railroad retirement and unemployment (except revenue measures
related thereto).

(21) Water power.

(s) Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.—(1) Veterans’ measures gen-
erally.

(2) Cemeteries of the United States in which veterans of any war
or conflict are or may be buried, whether in the United States or
abroad (except cemeteries administered by the Secretary of the In-
terior).

(3) Compensation, vocational rehabilitation, and education of vet-
erans.

(4) Life insurance issued by the Government on account of serv-
ice in the Armed Forces.

(5) Pensions of all the wars of the United States, general and
special.

(6) Readjustment of servicemembers to civil life.

(7) Servicemembers’ civil relief.

(8) Veterans’ hospitals, medical care, and treatment of veterans.

(t) Committee on Ways and Means.—(1) Customs revenue, collec-
tion districts, and ports of entry and delivery.

(2) Reciprocal trade agreements.

(3) Revenue measures generally.

(4) Revenue measures relating to insular possessions.

(5) Bonded debt of the United States, subject to the last sentence
of clause 4(f).

(6) Deposit of public monies.

(7) Transportation of dutiable goods.

(8) Tax exempt foundations and charitable trusts.

(9) National social security (except health care and facilities pro-
grams that are supported from general revenues as opposed to pay-
roll deductions and except work incentive programs).

GENERAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITIES

2. (a) The various standing committees shall have general over-
sight responsibilities as provided in paragraph (b) in order to assist
the House in—

(1) its analysis, appraisal, and evaluation of—
(A) the application, administration, execution, and effec-
tiveness of Federal laws; and
(B) conditions and circumstances that may indicate the
necessity or desirability of enacting new or additional leg-
islation; and
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(2) its formulation, consideration, and enactment of changes
in Federal laws, and of such additional legislation as may be
necessary or appropriate.

(b)(1) In order to determine whether laws and programs address-
ing subjects within the jurisdiction of a committee are being imple-
mented and carried out in accordance with the intent of Congress
and whether they should be continued, curtailed, or eliminated,
each standing committee (other than the Committee on Appropria-
tions) shall review and study on a continuing basis—

(A) the application, administration, execution, and effective-
ness of laws and programs addressing subjects within its juris-
diction;

(B) the organization and operation of Federal agencies and
entities having responsibilities for the administration and exe-
cution of laws and programs addressing subjects within its ju-
risdiction;

(C) any conditions or circumstances that may indicate the
necessity or desirability of enacting new or additional legisla-
tion addressing subjects within its jurisdiction (whether or not
a bill or resolution has been introduced with respect thereto);
and

(D) future research and forecasting on subjects within its ju-
risdiction.

(2) Each committee to which subparagraph (1) applies having
more than 20 members shall establish an oversight subcommittee,
or require its subcommittees to conduct oversight in their respec-
tive jurisdictions, to assist in carrying out its responsibilities under
this clause. The establishment of an oversight subcommittee does
not limit the responsibility of a subcommittee with legislative juris-
diction in carrying out its oversight responsibilities.

(¢) Each standing committee shall review and study on a con-
tinuing basis the impact or probable impact of tax policies affecting
subjects within its jurisdiction as described in clauses 1 and 3.

(d)(1) Not later than February 15 of the first session of a Con-
gress, each standing committee shall, in a meeting that is open to
the public and with a quorum present, adopt its oversight plan for
that Congress. Such plan shall be submitted simultaneously to the
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. In developing its plan each com-
mittee shall, to the maximum extent feasible—

(A) consult with other committees that have jurisdiction over
the same or related laws, programs, or agencies within its ju-
risdiction with the objective of ensuring maximum coordination
and cooperation among committees when conducting reviews of
such laws, programs, or agencies and include in its plan an ex-
planation of steps that have been or will be taken to ensure
such coordination and cooperation;

(B) review specific problems with Federal rules, regulations,
statutes, and court decisions that are ambiguous, arbitrary, or
nonsensical, or that impose severe financial burdens on indi-
viduals;

(C) give priority consideration to including in its plan the re-
view of those laws, programs, or agencies operating under per-
manent budget authority or permanent statutory authority;
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(D) have a view toward ensuring that all significant laws,
programs, or agencies within its jurisdiction are subject to re-
view every 10 years;

(E) have a view toward insuring against duplication of Fed-
eral programs; and

(F) include proposals to cut or eliminate programs, including
mandatory spending programs, that are inefficient, duplicative,
outdated, or more appropriately administered by State or local
governments.

(2) Not later than March 31 in the first session of a Congress,
after consultation with the Speaker, the Majority Leader, and the
Minority Leader, the Committee on Oversight and Government Re-
form shall report to the House the oversight plans submitted by
committees together with any recommendations that it, or the
House leadership group described above, may make to ensure the
most effective coordination of oversight plans and otherwise to
achieve the objectives of this clause.

(e) The Speaker, with the approval of the House, may appoint
special ad hoc oversight committees for the purpose of reviewing
specific matters within the jurisdiction of two or more standing
committees.

SPECIAL OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS

3. (a) The Committee on Appropriations shall conduct such stud-
ies and examinations of the organization and operation of executive
departments and other executive agencies (including an agency the
majority of the stock of which is owned by the United States) as
it considers necessary to assist it in the determination of matters
within its jurisdiction.

(b) The Committee on Armed Services shall review and study on
a continuing basis laws, programs, and Government activities re-
lating to international arms control and disarmament and the edu-
cation of military dependents in schools.

(¢) The Committee on the Budget shall study on a continuing
basis the effect on budget outlays of relevant existing and proposed
legislation and report the results of such studies to the House on
a recurring basis.

(d) The Committee on Education and the Workforce shall review,
study, and coordinate on a continuing basis laws, programs, and
Government activities relating to domestic educational programs
and institutions and programs of student assistance within the ju-
risdiction of other committees.

(e) The Committee on Energy and Commerce shall review and
study on a continuing basis laws, programs, and Government ac-
tivities relating to nuclear and other energy and nonmilitary nu-
clear energy research and development including the disposal of
nuclear waste.

(f) The Committee on Foreign Affairs shall review and study on
a continuing basis laws, programs, and Government activities re-
lating to customs administration, intelligence activities relating to
foreign policy, international financial and monetary organizations,
and international fishing agreements.

(g)(1) The Committee on Homeland Security shall review and
study on a continuing basis all Government activities relating to
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homeland security, including the interaction of all departments and
agencies with the Department of Homeland Security.

(2) In addition, the committee shall review and study on a pri-
mary and continuing basis all Government activities, programs,
and organizations related to homeland security that fall within its
primary legislative jurisdiction.

(h) The Committee on Natural Resources shall review and study
on a continuing basis laws, programs, and Government activities
relating to Native Americans.

(i) The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform shall
review and study on a continuing basis the operation of Govern-
ment activities at all levels with a view to determining their econ-
omy and efficiency.

(G) The Committee on Rules shall review and study on a con-
tinuing basis the congressional budget process, and the committee
shall report its findings and recommendations to the House from
time to time.

(k) The Committee on Science, Space, and Technology shall re-
view and study on a continuing basis laws, programs, and Govern-
ment activities relating to nonmilitary research and development.

(1) The Committee on Small Business shall study and investigate
on a continuing basis the problems of all types of small business.

(m) The Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence shall re-
view and study on a continuing basis laws, programs, and activities
of the intelligence community and shall review and study on an ex-
clusive basis the sources and methods of entities described in
clause 11(b)(1)(A).

ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONS OF COMMITTEES

4. (a)(1)(A) The Committee on Appropriations shall, within 30
days after the transmittal of the Budget to Congress each year,
hold hearings on the Budget as a whole with particular reference
to—

(i) the basic recommendations and budgetary policies of the
President in the presentation of the Budget; and

(i) the fiscal, financial, and economic assumptions used as
bases in arriving at total estimated expenditures and receipts.

(B) In holding hearings under subdivision (A), the committee
shall receive testimony from the Secretary of the Treasury, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget, the Chairman of
the Council of Economic Advisers, and such other persons as the
committee may desire.

(C) A hearing under subdivision (A), or any part thereof, shall be
held in open session, except when the committee, in open session
and with a quorum present, determines by record vote that the tes-
timony to be taken at that hearing on that day may be related to
a matter of national security. The committee may by the same pro-
cedure close one subsequent day of hearing. A transcript of all such
hearings shall be printed and a copy thereof furnished to each
Member, Delegate, and the Resident Commissioner.

(D) A hearing under subdivision (A), or any part thereof, may be
held before a joint meeting of the committee and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate in accordance with such procedures as
the two committees jointly may determine.
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(2) Pursuant to section 401(b)(2) of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974, when a committee reports a bill or joint resolution that
provides new entitlement authority as defined in section 3(9) of
that Act, and enactment of the bill or joint resolution, as reported,
would cause a breach of the committee’s pertinent allocation of new
budget authority under section 302(a) of that Act, the bill or joint
resolution may be referred to the Committee on Appropriations
with instructions to report it with recommendations (which may in-
clude an amendment limiting the total amount of new entitlement
authority provided in the bill or joint resolution). If the Committee
on Appropriations fails to report a bill or joint resolution so re-
ferred within 15 calendar days (not counting any day on which the
House is not in session), the committee automatically shall be dis-
charged from consideration of the bill or joint resolution, and the
bill or joint resolution shall be placed on the appropriate calendar.

(3) In addition, the Committee on Appropriations shall study on
a continuing basis those provisions of law that (on the first day of
the first fiscal year for which the congressional budget process is
effective) provide spending authority or permanent budget author-
ity and shall report to the House from time to time its rec-
ommendations for terminating or modifying such provisions.

(4) In the manner provided by section 302 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, the Committee on Appropriations (after con-
sulting with the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate) shall
subdivide any allocations made to it in the joint explanatory state-
ment accompanying the conference report on such concurrent reso-
lution, and promptly report the subdivisions to the House as soon
as practicable after a concurrent resolution on the budget for a fis-
cal year is agreed to.

(b) The Committee on the Budget shall—

(1) review on a continuing basis the conduct by the Congres-
sional Budget Office of its functions and duties;

(2) hold hearings and receive testimony from Members, Sen-
ators, Delegates, the Resident Commissioner, and such appro-
priate representatives of Federal departments and agencies,
the general public, and national organizations as it considers
desirable in developing concurrent resolutions on the budget
for each fiscal year;

(3) make all reports required of it by the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974;

(4) study on a continuing basis those provisions of law that
exempt Federal agencies or any of their activities or outlays
from inclusion in the Budget of the United States Government,
and report to the House from time to time its recommendations
for terminating or modifying such provisions;

(5) study on a continuing basis proposals designed to im-
prove and facilitate the congressional budget process, and re-
port to the House from time to time the results of such studies,
together with its recommendations; and

(6) request and evaluate continuing studies of tax expendi-
tures, devise methods of coordinating tax expenditures, poli-
cies, and programs with direct budget outlays, and report the
results of such studies to the House on a recurring basis.
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h(cl)l(l) The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
shall—

(A) receive and examine reports of the Comptroller General
of the United States and submit to the House such rec-
ommendations as it considers necessary or desirable in connec-
tion with the subject matter of the reports;

(B) evaluate the effects of laws enacted to reorganize the leg-
islative and executive branches of the Government; and

(C) study intergovernmental relationships between the
United States and the States and municipalities and between
the United States and international organizations of which the
United States is a member.

(2) In addition to its duties under subparagraph (1), the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform may at any time con-
duct investigations of any matter without regard to clause 1, 2, 3,
or this clause conferring jurisdiction over the matter to another
standing committee. The findings and recommendations of the com-
mittee in such an investigation shall be made available to any
ot}llerdstanding committee having jurisdiction over the matter in-
volved.

(3)(A) The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform may
adopt a rule authorizing and regulating the taking of depositions
by a member or counsel of the committee, including pursuant to
subpoena under clause 2(m) of rule XI (which hereby is made appli-
cable for such purpose).

(B) A rule adopted by the committee pursuant to this subpara-
graph—

(i) may provide that a deponent be directed to subscribe an
oath or affirmation before a person authorized by law to ad-
minister the same;

(i1) shall ensure that the minority members and staff of the
committee are accorded equitable treatment with respect to no-
tice of and a reasonable opportunity to participate in any pro-
ceeding conducted thereunder; and

(iii) shall, unless waived by the deponent, require the attend-
ance of a member of the committee.

(C) Information secured pursuant to the authority described in
subdivision (A) shall retain the character of discovery until offered
for admission in evidence before the committee, at which time any
proper objection shall be timely.

(d)(1) The Committee on House Administration shall—

(A) provide policy direction for the Chief Administrative Offi-
cer and the Inspector General and oversight of the Clerk, Ser-
geant-at-Arms, Chief Administrative Officer, and Inspector
General;

(B) oversee the management of services provided to the
House by the Architect of the Capitol, except those services
that lie within the jurisdiction of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure under clause 1(r);

(C) have the function of accepting on behalf of the House a
gift, except as otherwise provided by law, if the gift does not
involve a duty, burden, or condition, or is not made dependent
on some future performance by the House;

(D) promulgate regulations to carry out subdivision (C); and
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(E) establish and maintain standards for making documents
publicly available in electronic form by the House and its com-
mittees.

(2) An employing office of the House may enter into a settlement
of a complaint under the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995
that provides for the payment of funds only after receiving the joint
approval of the chair and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on House Administration concerning the amount of such
payment.

(e)(1) Each standing committee shall, in its consideration of all
public bills and public joint resolutions within its jurisdiction, en-
sure that appropriations for continuing programs and activities of
the Federal Government and the government of the District of Co-
lumbia will be made annually to the maximum extent feasible and
consistent with the nature, requirement, and objective of the pro-
grams and activities involved. In this subparagraph programs and
activities of the Federal Government and the government of the
District of Columbia includes programs and activities of any de-
partment, agency, establishment, wholly owned Government cor-
poration, or instrumentality of the Federal Government or of the
government of the District of Columbia.

(2) Each standing committee shall review from time to time each
continuing program within its jurisdiction for which appropriations
are not made annually to ascertain whether the program should be
modified to provide for annual appropriations.

BUDGET ACT RESPONSIBILITIES

(f)(1) Each standing committee shall submit to the Committee on
the Budget not later than six weeks after the submission of the
budget by the President, or at such time as the Committee on the
Budget may request—

(A) its views and estimates with respect to all matters to be
set forth in the concurrent resolution on the budget for the en-
suiélg fiscal year that are within its jurisdiction or functions;
an

(B) an estimate of the total amounts of new budget author-
ity, and budget outlays resulting therefrom, to be provided or
authorized in all bills and resolutions within its jurisdiction
that it intends to be effective during that fiscal year.

(2) The views and estimates submitted by the Committee on
Ways and Means under subparagraph (1) shall include a specific
recommendation, made after holding public hearings, as to the ap-
propriate level of the public debt that should be set forth in the
concurrent resolution on the budget.

ELECTION AND MEMBERSHIP OF STANDING COMMITTEES

5. (a)(1) The standing committees specified in clause 1 shall be
elected by the House within seven calendar days after the com-
mencement of each Congress, from nominations submitted by the
respective party caucus or conference. A resolution proposing to
change the composition of a standing committee shall be privileged
if offered by direction of the party caucus or conference concerned.

(2)(A) The Committee on the Budget shall be composed of mem
bers as follows:



334

(i) Members, Delegates, or the Resident Commissioner who
are members of other standing committees, including five from
the Committee on Appropriations, five from the Committee on
Ways and Means, and one from the Committee on Rules;

(i1)) one Member designated by the elected leadership of the
majority party; and

(1i1) one Member designated by the elected leadership of the
minority party.

(B) Except as permitted by subdivision (C), a member of the
Committee on the Budget other than one described in subdivision
(A)@i) or (A)(iii) may not serve on the committee during more than
four Congresses in a period of six successive Congresses (dis- re-
garding for this purpose any service for less than a full session in
a Congress).

(C) A Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner may exceed
the limitation of subdivision (B) if elected to serve a second con-
secutive Congress as the chair or a second consecutive Congress as
the ranking minority member.

(3)(A) The Committee on Ethics shall be composed of 10 mem-
bers, five from the majority party and five from the minority party.

(B) Except as permitted by subdivision (C), a member of the
Committee on Ethics may not serve on the committee during more
than three Congresses in a period of five successive Congresses
(disregarding for this purpose any service for less than a full ses-
sion in a Congress).

(C) A member of the Committee on Ethics may serve on the com-
mittee during a fourth Congress in a period of five successive Con-
gresses only as either the chair or the ranking minority member
of the committee.

(4)(A) At the beginning of a Congress, the Speaker or a designee
and the Minority Leader or a designee each shall name 10 Mem-
bers, Delegates, or the Resident Commissioner from the respective
party of such individual who are not members of the Committee on
Ethics to be available to serve on investigative subcommittees of
that committee during that Congress. The lists of Members, Dele-
gates, or the Resident Commissioner so named shall be announced
to the House.

(B) Whenever the chair and the ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ethics jointly determine that Members, Delegates, or
the Resident Commissioner named under subdivision (A) should be
assigned to serve on an investigative subcommittee of that com-
mittee, each of them shall select an equal number of such Mem-
bers, Delegates, or Resident Commissioner from the respective
party of such individual to serve on that subcommittee.

(b)(1) Membership on a standing committee during the course of
a Congress shall be contingent on continuing membership in the
party caucus or conference that nominated the Member, Delegate,
or Resident Commissioner concerned for election to such com-
mittee. Should a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner
cease to be a member of a particular party caucus or conference,
that Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner shall automati-
cally cease to be a member of each standing committee to which
elected on the basis of nomination by that caucus or conference.
The chair of the relevant party caucus or conference shall notify
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the Speaker whenever a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner ceases to be a member of that caucus or conference. The
Speaker shall notify the chair of each affected committee that the
election of such Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner to
the committee is automatically vacated under this subparagraph.

(2)(A) Except as specified in subdivision (B), a Member, Delegate,
or Resident Commissioner may not serve simultaneously as a mem-
ber of more than two standing committees or more than four sub-
committees of the standing committees.

(B)(i) Ex officio service by a chair or ranking minority member
of a committee on each of its subcommittees under a committee
rule does not count against the limitation on subcommittee service.

(i) Service on an investigative subcommittee of the Committee
on Ethics under paragraph (a)(4) does not count against the limita-
tion on subcommittee service.

(ii1) Any other exception to the limitations in subdivision (A) may
be approved by the House on the recommendation of the relevant
party caucus or conference.

(C) In this subparagraph the term “subcommittee” includes a
panel (other than a special oversight panel of the Committee on
Armed Services), task force, special subcommittee, or other subunit
of a standing committee that is established for a cumulative period
longer than six months in a Congress.

(c)(1) One of the members of each standing committee shall be
elected by the House, on the nomination of the majority party cau-
cus or conference, as chair thereof. In the absence of the member
serving as chair, the member next in rank (and so on, as often as
the case shall happen) shall act as chair. Rank shall be determined
by the order members are named in resolutions electing them to
the committee. In the case of a vacancy in the elected chair of a
committee, the House shall elect another chair.

(2) Except in the case of the Committee on Rules, a member of
a standing committee may not serve as chair of the same standing
committee, or of the same subcommittee of a standing committee,
during more than three consecutive Congresses (disregarding for
this purpose any service for less than a full session in a Congress).

(d)(1) Except as permitted by subparagraph (2), a committee may
have not more than five subcommittees.

(2) A committee that maintains a subcommittee on oversight may
have not more than six subcommittees. The Committee on Appro-
priations may have not more than 13 subcommittees. The Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform may have not more
than seven subcommittees.

(e) The House shall fill a vacancy on a standing committee by
?lection on the nomination of the respective party caucus or con-
erence.

EXPENSE RESOLUTIONS

6. (a) Whenever a committee, commission, or other entity (other
than the Committee on Appropriations) is granted authorization for
the payment of its expenses (including staff salaries) for a Con-
gress, such authorization initially shall be procured by one primary
expense resolution reported by the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. A primary expense resolution may include a reserve fund
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for unanticipated expenses of committees. An amount from such a
reserve fund may be allocated to a committee only by the approval
of the Committee on House Administration. A primary expense res-
olution reported to the House may not be considered in the House
unless a printed report thereon was available on the previous cal-
endar day. For the information of the House, such report shall—

(1) state the total amount of the funds to be provided to the
committee, commission, or other entity under the primary ex-
pense resolution for all anticipated activities and programs of
the committee, commission, or other entity; and

(2) to the extent practicable, contain such general statements
regarding the estimated foreseeable expenditures for the re-
spective anticipated activities and programs of the committee,
commission, or other entity as may be appropriate to provide
the House with basic estimates of the expenditures con-
templated by the primary expense resolution.

(b) After the date of adoption by the House of a primary expense
resolution for a committee, commission, or other entity for a Con-
gress, authorization for the payment of additional expenses (includ-
ing staff salaries) in that Congress may be procured by one or more
supplemental expense resolutions reported by the Committee on
House Administration, as necessary. A supplemental expense reso-
lution reported to the House may not be considered in the House
unless a printed report thereon was available on the previous cal-
endar day. For the information of the House, such report shall—

(1) state the total amount of additional funds to be provided
to the committee, commission, or other entity under the sup-
plemental expense resolution and the purposes for which those
additional funds are available; and

(2) state the reasons for the failure to procure the additional
funds for the committee, commission, or other entity by means
of the primary expense resolution.

(¢) The preceding provisions of this clause do not apply to—

(1) a resolution providing for the payment from committee
salary and expense accounts of the House of sums necessary to
pay compensation for staff services performed for, or to pay
other expenses of, a committee, commission, or other entity at
any time after the beginning of an odd-numbered year and be-
fore the date of adoption by the House of the primary expense
resolution described in paragraph (a) for that year; or

(2) a resolution providing each of the standing committees in
a Congress additional office equipment, airmail and special-de-
livery postage stamps, supplies, staff personnel, or any other
specific item for the operation of the standing committees, and
containing an authorization for the payment from committee
salary and expense accounts of the House of the expenses of
any of the foregoing items provided by that resolution, subject
to and until enactment of the provisions of the resolution as
permanent law.

(d) From the funds made available for the appointment of com-
mittee staff by a primary or additional expense resolution, the
chair of each committee shall ensure that sufficient staff is made
available to each subcommittee to carry out its responsibilities



337

under the rules of the committee and that the minority party is
treated fairly in the appointment of such staff.

(e) Funds authorized for a committee under this clause and
clauses 7 and 8 are for expenses incurred in the activities of the
committee.

INTERIM FUNDING

7. (a) For the period beginning at noon on January 3 and ending
at midnight on March 31 in each odd-numbered year, such sums
as may be necessary shall be paid out of the committee salary and
expense accounts of the House for continuance of necessary inves-
tigations and studies by—

(1) each standing and select committee established by these
rules; and

(2) except as specified in paragraph (b), each select com-
mittee established by resolution.

(b) In the case of the first session of a Congress, amounts shall
be made available for a select committee established by resolution
in the preceding Congress only if—

(1) a resolution proposing to reestablish such select com-
mittee is introduced in the present Congress; and

(2) the House has not adopted a resolution of the preceding
Congress providing for termination of funding for investiga-
tions and studies by such select committee.

(c) Each committee described in paragraph (a) shall be entitled
for each month during the period specified in paragraph (a) to 9
percent (or such lesser percentage as may be determined by the
Committee on House Administration) of the total annualized
amount made available under expense resolutions for such com-
mittee in the preceding session of Congress.

(d) Payments under this clause shall be made on vouchers au-
thorized by the committee involved, signed by the chair of the com-
mittee, except as provided in paragraph (e), and approved by the
Committee on House Administration.

(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law, rule of the House, or
other authority, from noon on January 3 of the first session of a
Congress until the election by the House of the committee con-
cerned in that Congress, payments under this clause shall be made
on vouchers signed by the ranking member of the committee as it
was constituted at the expiration of the preceding Congress who is
a member of the majority party in the present Congress.

(f)(1) The authority of a committee to incur expenses under this
clause shall expire upon adoption by the House of a primary ex-
pense resolution for the committee.

(2) Amounts made available under this clause shall be expended
in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Committee on
House Administration.

(3) This clause shall be effective only insofar as it is not incon-
sistent with a resolution reported by the Committee on House Ad-
ministration and adopted by the House after the adoption of these
rules.
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TRAVEL

8. (a) Local currencies owned by the United States shall be made
available to the committee and its employees engaged in carrying
out their official duties outside the United States or its territories
or possessions. Appropriated funds, including those authorized
under this clause and clause 6, may not be expended for the pur-
pose of defraying expenses of members of a committee or its em-
ployees in a country where local currencies are available for this
purpose.

(b) The following conditions shall apply with respect to travel
outside the United States or its territories or possessions:

(1) A member or employee of a committee may not receive
or expend local currencies for subsistence in a country for a
day at a rate in excess of the maximum per diem set forth in
applicable Federal law.

(2) A member or employee shall be reimbursed for the ex-
penses of such individual for a day at the lesser of—

(A) the per diem set forth in applicable Federal law; or
(B) the actual, unreimbursed expenses (other than for
transportation) incurred during that day.

(3) Each member or employee of a committee shall make to
the chair of the committee an itemized report showing the
dates each country was visited, the amount of per diem fur-
nished, the cost of transportation furnished, and funds ex-
pended for any other official purpose and shall summarize in
these categories the total foreign currencies or appropriated
funds expended. Each report shall be filed with the chair of the
committee not later than 60 days following the completion of
travel for use in complying with reporting requirements in ap-
plicable Federal law and shall be open for public inspection.

(c)(1) In carrying out the activities of a committee outside the
United States in a country where local currencies are unavailable,
a member or employee of a committee may not receive reimburse-
ment for expenses (other than for transportation) in excess of the
maximum per diem set forth in applicable Federal law.

(2) A member or employee shall be reimbursed for the expenses
of such individual for a day, at the lesser of—

(A) the per diem set forth in applicable Federal law; or

(B) the actual unreimbursed expenses (other than for trans-
portation) incurred during that day.

(3) A member or employee of a committee may not receive reim-
bursement for the cost of any transportation in connection with
travel outside the United States unless the member or employee
actually paid for the transportation.

(d) The restrictions respecting travel outside the United States
set forth in paragraph (c) also shall apply to travel outside the
United States by a Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, offi-
cer, or employee of the House authorized under any standing rule.

COMMITTEE STAFFS

9. (a)(1) Subject to subparagraph (2) and paragraph (f), each
standing committee may appoint, by majority vote, not more than
30 professional staff members to be compensated from the funds
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provided for the appointment of committee staff by primary and ad-
ditional expense resolutions. Each professional staff member ap-
pointed under this subparagraph shall be assigned to the chair and
the ranking minority member of the committee, as the committee
considers advisable.

(2) Subject to paragraph (f) whenever a majority of the minority
party members of a standing committee (other than the Committee
on Ethics or the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence) so
request, not more than 10 persons (or one-third of the total profes-
sional committee staff appointed under this clause, whichever is
fewer) may be selected, by majority vote of the minority party
members, for appointment by the committee as professional staff
members under subparagraph (1). The committee shall appoint
persons so selected whose character and qualifications are accept-
able to a majority of the committee. If the committee determines
that the character and qualifications of a person so selected are un-
acceptable, a majority of the minority party members may select
another person for appointment by the committee to the profes-
sional staff until such appointment is made. Each professional staff
member appointed under this subparagraph shall be assigned to
such committee business as the minority party members of the
committee consider advisable.

(b)(1) The professional staff members of each standing com-
mittee—

(A) may not engage in any work other than committee busi-
ness during congressional working hours; and

(B) may not be assigned a duty other than one pertaining to
committee business.

(2)(A) Subparagraph (1) does not apply to staff designated by a
committee as “associate” or “shared” staff who are not paid exclu-
sively by the committee, provided that the chair certifies that the
compensation paid by the committee for any such staff is commen-
surate with the work performed for the committee in accordance
with clause 8 of rule XXIII.

(B) The use of any “associate” or “shared” staff by a committee
other than the Committee on Appropriations shall be subject to the
review of, and to any terms, conditions, or limitations established
by, the Committee on House Administration in connection with the
reporting of any primary or additional expense resolution.

(c) Each employee on the professional or investigative staff of a
standing committee shall be entitled to pay at a single gross per
annum rate, to be fixed by the chair and that does not exceed the
maximum rate of pay as in effect from time to time under applica-
ble provisions of law.

(d) Subject to appropriations hereby authorized, the Committee
on Appropriations may appoint by majority vote such staff as it de-
termines to be necessary (in addition to the clerk of the committee
and assistants for the minority). The staff appointed under this
paragraph, other than minority assistants, shall possess such
qualifications as the committee may prescribe.

(e) A committee may not appoint to its staff an expert or other
personnel detailed or assigned from a department or agency of the
Government except with the written permission of the Committee
on House Administration.
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(f) If a request for the appointment of a minority professional
staff member under paragraph (a) is made when no vacancy exists
for such an appointment, the committee nevertheless may appoint
under paragraph (a) a person selected by the minority and accept-
able to the committee. A person so appointed shall serve as an ad-
ditional member of the professional staff of the committee until
such a vacancy occurs (other than a vacancy in the position of head
of the professional staff, by whatever title designated), at which
time that person is considered as appointed to that vacancy. Such
a person shall be paid from the applicable accounts of the House
described in clause 1(k)(1) of rule X. If such a vacancy occurs on
the professional staff when seven or more persons have been so ap-
pointed who are eligible to fill that vacancy, a majority of the mi-
nority party members shall designate which of those persons shall
fill the vacancy.

(g) Each staff member appointed pursuant to a request by minor-
ity party members under paragraph (a), and each staff member ap-
pointed to assist minority members of a committee pursuant to an
expense resolution described in clause 6(a), shall be accorded equi-
table treatment with respect to the fixing of the rate of pay, the
assignment of work facilities, and the accessibility of committee
records.

(h) Paragraph (a) may not be construed to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional professional staff members of a committee pur-
suant to a request under paragraph (a) by the minority party mem-
bers of that committee if 10 or more professional staff members
provided for in paragraph (a)(1) who are satisfactory to a majority
of the minority party members are otherwise assigned to assist the
minority party members.

(i) Notwithstanding paragraph (a)(2), a committee may employ
nonpartisan staff, in lieu of or in addition to committee staff des-
ignated exclusively for the majority or minority party, by an affirm-
ative vote of a majority of the members of the majority party and
of a majority of the members of the minority party.

SELECT AND JOINT COMMITTEES

10. (a) Membership on a select or joint committee appointed by
the Speaker under clause 11 of rule I during the course of a Con-
gress shall be contingent on continuing membership in the party
caucus or conference of which the Member, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner concerned was a member at the time of appoint-
ment. Should a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner cease
to be a member of that caucus or conference, that Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner shall automatically cease to be a
member of any select or joint committee to which assigned. The
chair of the relevant party caucus or conference shall notify the
Speaker whenever a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner
ceases to be a member of a party caucus or conference. The Speak-
er shall notify the chair of each affected select or joint committee
that the appointment of such Member, Delegate, or Resident Com-
missioner to the select or joint committee is automatically vacated
under this paragraph.
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(b) Each select or joint committee, other than a conference com-
mittee, shall comply with clause 2(a) of rule XI unless specifically
exempted by law.

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

11. (a)(1) There is established a Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence (hereafter in this clause referred to as the “select com-
mittee”). The select committee shall be composed of not more than
22 Members, Delegates, or the Resident Commissioner, of whom
not more than 13 may be from the same party. The select com-
mittee shall include at least one Member, Delegate, or the Resident
Commissioner from each of the following committees:

(A) the Committee on Appropriations;

(B) the Committee on Armed Services;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs; and

(D) the Committee on the Judiciary.

(2) The Speaker and the Minority Leader shall be ex officio mem-
bers of the select committee but shall have no vote in the select
committee and may not be counted for purposes of determining a
quorum thereof.

(38) The Speaker and Minority Leader each may designate a re-
spective leadership staff member to assist in the capacity of the
Speaker or Minority Leader as ex officio member, with the same
access to committee meetings, hearings, briefings, and materials as
employees of the select committee and subject to the same security
clearance and confidentiality requirements as employees of the se-
lect committee under this clause.

(4)(A) Except as permitted by subdivision (B), a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner, other than the Speaker or the Mi-
nority Leader, may not serve as a member of the select committee
during more than four Congresses in a period of six successive Con-
gresses (disregarding for this purpose any service for less than a
full session in a Congress).

(B) In the case of a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner
appointed to serve as the chair or the ranking minority member of
the select committee, tenure on the select committee shall not be
limited.

(b)(1) There shall be referred to the select committee proposed
legislation, messages, petitions, memorials, and other matters re-
lating to the following:

(A) The Central Intelligence Agency, the Director of National
Intelligence, and the National Intelligence Program as defined
in section 3(6) of the National Security Act of 1947.

(B) Intelligence and intelligence-related activities of all other
departments and agencies of the Government, including the
tactical intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the
Department of Defense.

(C) The organization or reorganization of a department or
agency of the Government to the extent that the organization
or reorganization relates to a function or activity involving in-
telligence or intelligence-related activities.

(D) Authorizations for appropriations, both direct and indi-
rect, for the following:
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(i) The Central Intelligence Agency, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, and the National Intelligence Program
as defined in section 3(6) of the National Security Act of
1947.

(i) Intelligence and intelligence-related activities of all
other departments and agencies of the Government, in-
cluding the tactical intelligence and intelligence-related ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense.

(iii) A department, agency, subdivision, or program that
is a successor to an agency or program named or referred
to in (1) or (ii).

(2) Proposed legislation initially reported by the select committee
(other than provisions solely involving matters specified in sub-
paragraph (1)(A) or subparagraph (1)(D)(i)) containing any matter
otherwise within the jurisdiction of a standing committee shall be
referred by the Speaker to that standing committee. Proposed legis-
lation initially reported by another committee that contains matter
within the jurisdiction of the select committee shall be referred by
the Speaker to the select committee if requested by the chair of the
select committee.

(3) Nothing in this clause shall be construed as prohibiting or
otherwise restricting the authority of any other committee to study
and review an intelligence or intelligence-related activity to the ex
tent that such activity directly affects a matter otherwise within
the jurisdiction of that committee.

(4) Nothing in this clause shall be construed as amending, lim-
iting, or otherwise changing the authority of a standing committee
to obtain full and prompt access to the product of the intelligence
and intelligence-related activities of a department or agency of the
Government relevant to a matter otherwise within the jurisdiction
of that committee.

(c)(1) For purposes of accountability to the House, the select com-
mittee shall make regular and periodic reports to the House on the
nature and extent of the intelligence and intelligence-related activi-
ties of the various departments and agencies of the United States.
The select committee shall promptly call to the attention of the
House, or to any other appropriate committee, a matter requiring
the attention of the House or another committee. In making such
report, the select committee shall proceed in a manner consistent
with paragraph (g) to protect national security.

(2) The select committee shall obtain annual reports from the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Director of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
and the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Such re-
ports shall review the intelligence and intelligence-related activities
of the agency or department concerned and the intelligence and in-
telligence-related activities of foreign countries directed at the
United States or its interests. An unclassified version of each re-
port may be made available to the public at the discretion of the
select committee. Nothing herein shall be construed as requiring
the public disclosure in such reports of the names of persons en-
gaged in intelligence or intelligence-related activities for the United
States or the divulging of intelligence methods employed or the
sources of information on which the reports are based or the
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amount of funds authorized to be appropriated for intelligence and
intelligence-related activities.

(3) Within six weeks after the President submits a budget under
section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, or at such time as
the Committee on the Budget may request, the select committee
shall submit to the Committee on the Budget the views and esti-
mates described in section 301(d) of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974 regarding matters within the jurisdiction of the select com-
mittee.

(d)(1) Except as specified in subparagraph (2), clauses 8(a), (b),
and (c) and 9(a), (b), and (c) of this rule, and clauses 1, 2, and 4
of rule XI shall apply to the select committee to the extent not in-
consistent with this clause.

(2) Notwithstanding the requirements of the first sentence of
clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI, in the presence of the number of members
required under the rules of the select committee for the purpose of
taking testimony or receiving evidence, the select committee may
vote to close a hearing whenever a majority of those present deter-
mines that the testimony or evidence would endanger the national
security.

(e) An employee of the select committee, or a person engaged by
contract or otherwise to perform services for or at the request of
the select committee, may not be given access to any classified in
f}';)rmation by the select committee unless such employee or person

as—

(1) agreed in writing and under oath to be bound by the
Rules of the House, including the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Ethics and of the select committee concerning the security
of classified information during and after the period of the em-
ployment or contractual agreement of such employee or person
with the select committee; and

(2) received an appropriate security clearance, as determined
by the select committee in consultation with the Director of
National Intelligence, that is commensurate with the sensi-
tivity of the classified information to which such employee or
person will be given access by the select committee.

(f) The select committee shall formulate and carry out such rules
and procedures as it considers necessary to prevent the disclosure,
without the consent of each person concerned, of information in the
possession of the select committee that unduly infringes on the pri-
vacy or that violates the constitutional rights of such person. Noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prevent the select committee from
publicly disclosing classified information in a case in which it de-
termines that national interest in the disclosure of classified infor-
mation clearly outweighs any infringement on the privacy of a per-
son.

(g)(1) The select committee may disclose publicly any information
in its possession after a determination by the select committee that
the public interest would be served by such disclosure. With re-
spect to the disclosure of information for which this paragraph re-
quires action by the select committee—

(A) the select committee shall meet to vote on the matter
within five days after a member of the select committee re-
quests a vote; and
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(B) a member of the select committee may not make such a
disclosure before a vote by the select committee on the matter,
or after a vote by the select committee on the matter except
in accordance with this paragraph.

(2)(A) In a case in which the select committee votes to disclose
publicly any information that has been classified under established
security procedures, that has been submitted to it by the executive
branch, and that the executive branch requests be kept secret, the
select committee shall notify the President of such vote.

(B) The select committee may disclose publicly such information
after the expiration of a five-day period following the day on which
notice of the vote to disclose is transmitted to the President unless,
before the expiration of the five-day period, the President, person-
ally in writing, notifies the select committee that the President ob-
jects to the disclosure of such information, provides reasons there-
for, and certifies that the threat to the national interest of the
United States posed by the disclosure is of such gravity that it out-
weighs any public interest in the disclosure.

(C) If the President, personally in writing, notifies the select com-
mittee of objections to the disclosure of information as provided in
subdivision (B), the select committee may, by majority vote, refer
the question of the disclosure of such information, with a rec-
ommendation thereon, to the House. The select committee may not
publicly disclose such information without leave of the House.

(D) Whenever the select committee votes to refer the question of
disclosure of any information to the House under subdivision (C),
the chair shall, not later than the first day on which the House is
in session following the day on which the vote occurs, report the
matter to the House for its consideration.

(E) If the chair of the select committee does not offer in the
House a motion to consider in closed session a matter reported
under subdivision (D) within four calendar days on which the
House is in session after the recommendation described in subdivi-
sion (C) is reported, then such a motion shall be privileged when
offered by a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner. In ei-
ther case such a motion shall be decided without debate or inter-
vening motion except one that the House adjourn.

(F) Upon adoption by the House of a motion to resolve into closed
session as described in subdivision (E), the Speaker may declare a
recess subject to the call of the Chair. At the expiration of the re-
cess, the pending question, in closed session, shall be, “Shall the
House approve the recommendation of the select committee?”.

(G) Debate on the question described in subdivision (F) shall be
limited to two hours equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the select committee. After such
debate the previous question shall be considered as ordered on the
question of approving the recommendation without intervening mo-
tion except one motion that the House adjourn. The House shall
vote on the question in open session but without divulging the in-
formation with respect to which the vote is taken. If the rec-
ommendation of the select committee is not approved, then the
question is considered as recommitted to the select committee for
further recommendation.
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(3)(A) Information in the possession of the select committee relat-
ing to the lawful intelligence or intelligence-related activities of a
department or agency of the United States that has been classified
under established security procedures, and that the select com-
mittee has determined should not be disclosed under subparagraph
(1) or (2), may not be made available to any person by a Member,
Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House
except as provided in subdivision (B).

(B) The select committee shall, under such regulations as it may
prescribe, make information described in subdivision (A) available
to a committee or a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner,
and permit a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner to at-
tend a hearing of the select committee that is closed to the public.
Whenever the select committee makes such information available,
it shall keep a written record showing, in the case of particular in-
formation, which committee or which Member, Delegate, or Resi-
dent Commissioner received the information. A Member, Delegate,
or Resident Commissioner who, and a committee that, receives in-
formation under this subdivision may not disclose the information
except in a closed session of the House.

(4) The Committee on Ethics shall investigate any unauthorized
disclosure of intelligence or intelligence-related information by a
Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of
the House in violation of subparagraph (3) and report to the House
concerning any allegation that it finds to be substantiated.

(5) Upon the request of a person who is subject to an investiga-
tion described in subparagraph (4), the Committee on Ethics shall
release to such person at the conclusion of its investigation a sum-
mary of its investigation, together with its findings. If, at the con-
clusion of its investigation, the Committee on Ethics determines
that there has been a significant breach of confidentiality or unau-
thorized disclosure by a Member, Delegate, Resident Commis-
sioner, officer, or employee of the House, it shall report its findings
to the House and recommend appropriate action. Recommendations
may include censure, removal from committee membership, or ex-
pulsion from the House, in the case of a Member, or removal from
office or employment or punishment for contempt, in the case of an
officer or employee.

(h) The select committee may permit a personal representative of
the President, designated by the President to serve as a liaison to
the select committee, to attend any closed meeting of the select
committee.

(i) Subject to the Rules of the House, funds may not be appro-
priated for a fiscal year, with the exception of a bill or joint resolu-
tion continuing appropriations, or an amendment thereto, or a con-
ference report thereon, to, or for use of, a department or agency of
the United States to carry out any of the following activities, unless
the funds shall previously have been authorized by a bill or joint
resolution passed by the House during the same or preceding fiscal
year to carry out such activity for such fiscal year:

(1) The activities of the Director of National Intelligence and
the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.

(2) The activities of the Central Intelligence Agency.

(8) The activities of the Defense Intelligence Agency.
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(4) The activities of the National Security Agency.

(5) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of
other agencies and subdivisions of the Department of Defense.

(6) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the
Department of State.

(7) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

(8) The intelligence and intelligence-related activities of all
other departments and agencies of the executive branch.

(G)(1) In this clause the term “intelligence and intelligence-related
activities” includes—

(A) the collection, analysis, production, dissemination, or use
of information that relates to a foreign country, or a govern-
ment, political group, party, military force, movement, or other
association in a foreign country, and that relates to the de-
fense, foreign policy, national security, or related policies of the
United States and other activity in support of the collection,
analysis, production, dissemination, or use of such information;

(B) activities taken to counter similar activities directed
against the United States;

(C) covert or clandestine activities affecting the relations of
the United States with a foreign government, political group,
party, military force, movement, or other association;

(D) the collection, analysis, production, dissemination, or use
of information about activities of persons within the United
States, its territories and possessions, or nationals of the
United States abroad whose political and related activities
pose, or may be considered by a department, agency, bureau,
office, division, instrumentality, or employee of the United
States to pose, a threat to the internal security of the United
States; and

(E) covert or clandestine activities directed against persons
described in subdivision (D).

(2) In this clause the term “department or agency” includes any
organization, committee, council, establishment, or office within the
Federal Government.

(3) For purposes of this clause, reference to a department, agen-
¢y, bureau, or subdivision shall include a reference to any successor
department, agency, bureau, or subdivision to the extent that a
successor engages in intelligence or intelligence-related activities
now conducted by the department, agency, bureau, or subdivision
referred to in this clause.

(k) Clause 12(a) of rule XXII does not apply to meetings of a con-
ference committee respecting legislation (or any part thereof) re-
ported by the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.

* * * * * * *

Rule XI

PROCEDURES OF COMMITTEES AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS
IN GENERAL

1. (a)(1)(A) The Rules of the House are the rules of its commit-
tees and subcommittees so far as applicable.
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(B) Each subcommittee is a part of its committee and is subject
to the authority and direction of that committee and to its rules,
so far as applicable.

(2)(A) In a committee or subcommittee—

(i) a motion to recess from day to day, or to recess subject
to ghe call of the Chair (within 24 hours), shall be privileged;
an

(i1) a motion to dispense with the first reading (in full) of a
bllolll or resolution shall be privileged if printed copies are avail-
able.

(B) A motion accorded privilege under this subparagraph shall be
decided without debate.

(b)(1) Each committee may conduct at any time such investiga-
tions and studies as it considers necessary or appropriate in the ex-
ercise of its responsibilities under rule X. Subject to the adoption
of expense resolutions as required by clause 6 of rule X, each com-
mittee may incur expenses, including travel expenses, in connec-
tion with such investigations and studies.

(2) A proposed investigative or oversight report shall be consid-
ered as read in committee if it has been available to the members
for at least 24 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on such a day).

(3) A report of an investigation or study conducted jointly by
more than one committee may be filed jointly, provided that each
of the committees complies independently with all requirements for
approval and filing of the report.

(4) After an adjournment sine die of the last regular session of
a Congress, an investigative or oversight report may be filed with
the Clerk at any time, provided that a member who gives timely
notice of intention to file supplemental, minority, additional, or dis-
senting views shall be entitled to not less than seven calendar days
in which to submit such views for inclusion in the report.

(c) Each committee may have printed and bound such testimony
and other data as may be presented at hearings held by the com-
mittee or its subcommittees. All costs of stenographic services and
transcripts in connection with a meeting or hearing of a committee
shall be paid from the applicable accounts of the House described
in clause 1(k)(1) of rule X. (d)(1) Not later than January 2 of each
odd-numbered year, a committee shall submit to the House a re-
port on the activities of that committee. (341)

(2) Such report shall include—

(A) separate sections summarizing the legislative and over-
sight activities of that committee under this rule and rule X
during the Congress;

(B) a summary of the oversight plans submitted by the com-
mittee under clause 2(d) of rule X;

(C) a summary of the actions taken and recommendations
made with respect to the oversight plans specified in subdivi-
sion (B);

(D) a summary of any additional oversight activities under-
taken by that committee and any recommendations made or
actions taken thereon; and

(E) a delineation of any hearings held pursuant to clauses
2(n), (0), or (p) of this rule.
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(3) After an adjournment sine die of the last regular session of
a Congress, or after December 15 of an even-numbered year,
whichever occurs first, the chair of a committee may file the report
described in subparagraph (1) with the Clerk at any time and with-
out approval of the committee, provided that—

(A) a copy of the report has been available to each member
of the committee for at least seven calendar days; and

(B) the report includes any supplemental, minority, addi-
tional, or dissenting views submitted by a member of the com-
mittee.

ADOPTION OF WRITTEN RULES

2. (a)(1) Each standing committee shall adopt written rules gov-
erning its procedure. Such rules—

(A) shall be adopted in a meeting that is open to the public
unless the committee, in open session and with a quorum
present, determines by record vote that all or part of the meet-
ing on that day shall be closed to the public;

(B) may not be inconsistent with the Rules of the House or
with those provisions of law having the force and effect of
Rules of the House;

(C) shall in any event incorporate all of the succeeding provi-
sions of this clause to the extent applicable; and

(D) shall include provisions to govern the implementation of
clause 4 as provided in paragraph (f) of such clause.

(2) Each committee shall make its rules publicly available in
electronic form and submit such rules for publication in the Con-
gressional Record not later than 30 days after the chair of the com-
mittee is elected in each odd-numbered year.

(3) A committee may adopt a rule providing that the chair be di-
rected to offer a motion under clause 1 of rule XXII whenever the
chair considers it appropriate.

REGULAR MEETING DAYS

(b) Each standing committee shall establish regular meeting days
for the conduct of its business, which shall be not less frequent
than monthly. Each such committee shall meet for the consider-
ation of a bill or resolution pending before the committee or the
transaction of other committee business on all regular meeting
days fixed by the committee if notice is given pursuant to para-
graph (g)(3).

ADDITIONAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS

(c)(1) The chair of each standing committee may call and con-
vene, as the chair considers necessary, additional and special meet-
ings of the committee for the consideration of a bill or resolution
pending before the committee or for the conduct of other committee
business, subject to such rules as the committee may adopt. The
committee shall meet for such purpose under that call of the chair.

(2) Three or more members of a standing committee may file in
the offices of the committee a written request that the chair call
a special meeting of the committee. Such request shall specify the
measure or matter to be considered. Immediately upon the filing of
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the request, the clerk of the committee shall notify the chair of the
filing of the request. If the chair does not call the requested special
meeting within three calendar days after the filing of the request
(to be held within seven calendar days after the filing of the re-
quest) a majority of the members of the committee may file in the
offices of the committee their written notice that a special meeting
of the committee will be held. The written notice shall specify the
date and hour of the special meeting and the measure or matter
to be considered. The committee shall meet on that date and hour.
Immediately upon the filing of the notice, the clerk of the com-
mittee shall notify all members of the committee that such special
meeting will be held and inform them of its date and hour and the
measure or matter to be considered. Such notice shall also be made
publicly available in electronic form and shall be deemed to satisfy
paragraph (g)(3)(A)(ii). Only the measure or matter specified in
that notice may be considered at that special meeting.

TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF CHAIR

(d) A member of the majority party on each standing committee
or subcommittee thereof shall be designated by the chair of the full
committee as the vice chair of the committee or subcommittee, as
the case may be, and shall preside during the absence of the chair
from any meeting. If the chair and vice chair of a committee or
subcommittee are not present at any meeting of the committee or
subcommittee, the ranking majority member who is present shall
preside at that meeting.

COMMITTEE RECORDS

(e)(1)(A) Each committee shall keep a complete record of all com-
mittee action which shall include—

(i) in the case of a meeting or hearing transcript, a substan-
tially verbatim account of remarks actually made during the
proceedings, subject only to technical, grammatical, and typo-
graphical corrections authorized by the person making the re-
marks involved; and

(i) a record of the votes on any question on which a record
vote is taken.

(B)i) Except as provided in subdivision (B)(ii) and subject to
paragraph (k)(7), the result of each such record vote shall be made
available by the committee for inspection by the public at reason-
able times in its offices and also made publicly available in elec-
tronic form within 48 hours of such record vote. Information so
available shall include a description of the amendment, motion,
order, or other proposition, the name of each member voting for
and each member voting against such amendment, motion, order,
or proposition, and the names of those members of the committee
present but not voting.

(i1) The result of any record vote taken in executive session in the
Committee on Ethics may not be made available for inspection by
the public without an affirmative vote of a majority of the members
of the committee.

(2)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (B), all committee
records (including hearings, data, charts, and files) shall be kept
separate and distinct from the congressional office records of the
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member serving as its chair. Such records shall be the property of
the House, and each Member, Delegate, and the Resident Commis-
sioner shall have access thereto.

(B) A Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner, other than
members of the Committee on Ethics, may not have access to the
records of that committee respecting the conduct of a Member, Del-
egate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House
without the specific prior permission of that committee.

(3) Each committee shall include in its rules standards for avail-
ability of records of the committee delivered to the Archivist of the
United States under rule VII. Such standards shall specify proce-
dures for orders of the committee under clause 3(b)(3) and clause
4(b) of rule VII, including a requirement that nonavailability of a
record for a period longer than the period otherwise applicable
under that rule shall be approved by vote of the committee.

(4) Each committee shall make its publications available in elec-
tronic form to the maximum extent feasible.

(5) To the maximum extent practicable, each committee shall—

(A) provide audio and video coverage of each hearing or
meeting for the transaction of business in a manner that al-
10\738 the public to easily listen to and view the proceedings;
an

(B) maintain the recordings of such coverage in a manner
that is easily accessible to the public.

(6) Not later than 24 hours after the adoption of any amendment
to a measure or matter considered by a committee, the chair of
such committee shall cause the text of each such amendment to be
made publicly available in electronic form.

PROHIBITION AGAINST PROXY VOTING

(f) A vote by a member of a committee or subcommittee with re-
spect to any measure or matter may not be cast by proxy.

OPEN MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(2)(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business, including the
markup of legislation, by a standing committee or subcommittee
thereof (other than the Committee on Ethics or its subcommittees)
shall be open to the public, including to radio, television, and still
photography coverage, except when the committee or sub com-
mittee, in open session and with a majority present, determines by
record vote that all or part of the remainder of the meeting on that
day shall be in executive session because disclosure of matters to
be considered would endanger national security, would compromise
sensitive law enforcement information, would tend to defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any person, or otherwise would violate a law
or rule of the House. Persons, other than members of the com-
mittee and such noncommittee Members, Delegates, Resident Com-
missioner, congressional staff, or departmental representatives as
the committee may authorize, may not be present at a business or
markup session that is held in executive session. This subpara-
graph does not apply to open committee hearings, which are gov-
erned by clause 4(a)(1) of rule X or by subparagraph (2).

(2)(A) Each hearing conducted by a committee or subcommittee
(other than the Committee on Ethics or its subcommittees) shall be
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open to the public, including to radio, television, and still photog-
raphy coverage, except when the committee or subcommittee, in
open session and with a majority present, determines by record
vote that all or part of the remainder of that hearing on that day
shall be closed to the public because disclosure of testimony, evi-
dence, or other matters to be considered would endanger national
security, would compromise sensitive law enforcement information,
or would violate a law or rule of the House.

(B) Notwithstanding the requirements of subdivision (A), in the
presence of the number of members required under the rules of the
committee for the purpose of taking testimony, a majority of those
present may—

(i) agree to close the hearing for the sole purpose of dis-
cussing whether testimony or evidence to be received would en-
danger national security, would compromise sensitive law en-
forcement information, or would violate clause 2(k)(5); or

(i) agree to close the hearing as provided in clause 2(k)(5).

(C) A Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner may not be
excluded from non-participatory attendance at a hearing of a com-
mittee or subcommittee (other than the Committee on Ethics or its
subcommittees) unless the House by majority vote authorizes a
particular committee or subcommittee, for purposes of a particular
series of hearings on a particular article of legislation or on a par-
ticular subject of investigation, to close its hearings to Members,
Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner by the same procedures
specified in this subparagraph for closing hearings to the public.

(D) The committee or subcommittee may vote by the same proce-
dure described in this subparagraph to close one subsequent day of
hearing, except that the Committee on Appropriations, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services, and the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, and the subcommittees thereof, may vote by the same
procedure to close up to five additional, consecutive days of hear-
ings.

(3)(A) The chair of a committee shall announce the date, place,
and subject matter of—

(i) a committee hearing, which may not commence earlier
than one week after such notice; or

(i1) a committee meeting, which may not commence earlier
than the third day on which members have notice thereof.

(B) A hearing or meeting may begin sooner than specified in sub-
division (A) in either of the following circumstances (in which case
the chair shall make the announcement specified in subdivision (A)
at the earliest possible time):

(1) the chair of the committee, with the concurrence of the
ranking minority member, determines that there is good cause;
or

(ii) the committee so determines by majority vote in the pres-
ence of the number of members required under the rules of the
committee for the transaction of business.

(C) An announcement made under this subparagraph shall be
published promptly in the Daily Digest and made publicly available
in electronic form.

(D) This subparagraph and subparagraph (4) shall not apply to
the Committee on Rules.
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(4) At least 24 hours prior to the commencement of a meeting for
the markup of legislation, or at the time of an announcement under
subparagraph (3)(B) made within 24 hours before such meeting,
the chair of the committee shall cause the text of such legislation
to be made publicly available in electronic form.

(5)(A) Each committee shall, to the greatest extent practicable,
require witnesses who appear before it to submit in advance writ-
ten statements of proposed testimony and to limit their initial pres-
entations to the committee to brief summaries thereof.

(B) In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental ca-
pacity, a written statement of proposed testimony shall include a
curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any Federal grants or con-
tracts, or contracts or payments originating with a foreign govern-
ment, received during the current calendar year or either of the
two previous calendar years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness and related to the subject matter of the
hearing.

(C) The disclosure referred to in subdivision (B) shall include—

(i) the amount and source of each Federal grant (or subgrant
thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) related to the sub-
ject matter of the hearing; and

(i1) the amount and country of origin of any payment or con-
tract related to the subject matter of the hearing originating
with a foreign government.

(D) Such statements, with appropriate redactions to protect the
privacy or security of the witness, shall be made publicly available
in electronic form not later than one day after the witness appears.

(6)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (B), a point of order does
not lie with respect to a measure reported by a committee on the
ground that hearings on such measure were not conducted in ac-
cordance with this clause.

(B) A point of order on the ground described in subdivision (A)
may be made by a member of the committee that reported the
measure if such point of order was timely made and improperly
disposed of in the committee.

(7) This paragraph does not apply to hearings of the Committee
on Appropriations under clause 4(a)(1) of rule X.

QUORUM REQUIREMENTS

(h)(1) A measure or recommendation may not be reported by a
committee unless a majority of the committee is actually present.

(2) Each committee may fix the number of its members to con-
stitute a quorum for taking testimony and receiving evidence,
which may not be less than two.

(3) Each committee (other than the Committee on Appropria-
tions, the Committee on the Budget, and the Committee on Ways
and Means) may fix the number of its members to constitute a
quorum for taking any action other than one for which the pres-
ence of a majority of the committee is otherwise required, which
may not be less than one-third of the members.

(4)(A) Each committee may adopt a rule authorizing the chair of
a committee or subcommittee—
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(i) to postpone further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure or matter or on
adopting an amendment; and

(i1) to resume proceedings on a postponed question at any
time after reasonable notice.

(B) A rule adopted pursuant to this subparagraph shall provide
that when proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwith-
standing any intervening order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to further debate or amend-
ment to the same extent as when the question was postponed.

LIMITATION ON COMMITTEE SITTINGS

(i) A committee may not sit during a joint session of the House
and Senate or during a recess when a joint meeting of the House
and Senate is in progress.

CALLING AND QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES

(j)(1) Whenever a hearing is conducted by a committee on a
measure or matter, the minority members of the committee shall
be entitled, upon request to the chair by a majority of them before
the completion of the hearing, to call witnesses selected by the mi-
nority to testify with respect to that measure or matter during at
least one day of hearing thereon.

(2)(A) Subject to subdivisions (B) and (C), each committee shall
apply the five-minute rule during the questioning of witnesses in
a hearing until such time as each member of the committee who
so desires has had an opportunity to question each witness.

(B) A committee may adopt a rule or motion permitting a speci-
fied number of its members to question a witness for longer than
five minutes. The time for extended questioning of a witness under
this subdivision shall be equal for the majority party and the mi-
nority party and may not exceed one hour in the aggregate.

(C) A committee may adopt a rule or motion permitting com-
mittee staff for its majority and minority party members to ques-
tion a witness for equal specified periods. The time for extended
questioning of a witness under this subdivision shall be equal for
the majority party and the minority party and may not exceed one
hour in the aggregate.

HEARING PROCEDURES

(k)(1) The chair at a hearing shall announce in an opening state-
ment the subject of the hearing.

(2) A copy of the committee rules and of this clause shall be
made available to each witness on request.

(3) Witnesses at hearings may be accompanied by their own
counsel for the purpose of advising them concerning their constitu-
tional rights.

(4) The chair may punish breaches of order and decorum, and of
professional ethics on the part of counsel, by censure and exclusion
from the hearings; and the committee may cite the offender to the
House for contempt.

(5) Whenever it is asserted by a member of the committee that
the evidence or testimony at a hearing may tend to defame, de-
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grade, or incriminate any person, or it is asserted by a witness that
the evidence or testimony that the witness would give at a hearing
may tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate the witness—

(A) notwithstanding paragraph (g)(2), such testimony or evi-
dence shall be presented in executive session if, in the presence
of the number of members required under the rules of the com-
mittee for the purpose of taking testimony, the committee de-
termines by vote of a majority of those present that such evi-
dence or testimony may tend to defame, degrade, or incrimi-
nate any person; and

(B) the committee shall proceed to receive such testimony in
open session only if the committee, a majority being present,
determines that such evidence or testimony will not tend to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate any person.

In either case the committee shall afford such person an oppor-
tunity voluntarily to appear as a witness, and receive and dispose
of requests from such person to subpoena additional witnesses.

(6) Except as provided in subparagraph (5), the chair shall re-
ceive and the committee shall dispose of requests to subpoena addi-
tional witnesses.

(7) Evidence or testimony taken in executive session, and pro-
ceedings conducted in executive session, may be released or used
in public sessions only when authorized by the committee, a major-
ity being present.

(8) In the discretion of the committee, witnesses may submit
brief and pertinent sworn statements in writing for inclusion in the
record. The committee is the sole judge of the pertinence of testi-
mony and evidence adduced at its hearing.

(9) A witness may obtain a transcript copy of the testimony of
such witness given at a public session or, if given at an executive
session, when authorized by the committee.

SUPPLEMENTAL, MINORITY, ADDITIONAL, OR DISSENTING VIEWS

(1) If at the time of approval of a measure or matter by a com-
mittee (other than the Committee on Rules) a member of the com-
mittee gives notice of intention to file supplemental, minority, addi-
tional, or dissenting views for inclusion in the report to the House
thereon, all members shall be entitled to not less than two addi-
tional calendar days after the day of such notice (excluding Satur-
days, Sundays, and legal holidays except when the House is in ses-
sion on such a day) to file such written and signed views with the
clerk of the committee.

POWER TO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA POWER

(m)(1) For the purpose of carrying out any of its functions and
duties under this rule and rule X (including any matters referred
to it under clause 2 of rule XII), a committee or subcommittee is
authorized (subject to subparagraph (3)(A))—

(A) to sit and act at such times and places within the United
States, whether the House is in session, has recessed, or has
adj;i)urned, and to hold such hearings as it considers necessary;
an

(B) to require, by subpoena or otherwise, the attendance and
testimony of such witnesses and the production of such books,
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records, correspondence, memoranda, papers, and documents
as it considers necessary.

(2) The chair of the committee, or a member designated by the
chair, may administer oaths to witnesses.

(3)(A)i) Except as provided in subdivision (A)(ii), a subpoena
may be authorized and issued by a committee or subcommittee
under subparagraph (1)(B) in the conduct of an investigation or se-
ries of investigations or activities only when authorized by the com-
mittee or subcommittee, a majority being present. The power to au-
thorize and issue subpoenas under subparagraph (1)(B) may be del-
egated to the chair of the committee under such rules and under
such limitations as the committee may prescribe. Authorized sub-
poenas shall be signed by the chair of the committee or by a mem-
ber designated by the committee.

(i1) In the case of a subcommittee of the Committee on Ethics, a
subpoena may be authorized and issued only by an affirmative vote
of a majority of its members.

(B) A subpoena duces tecum may specify terms of return other
than at a meeting or hearing of the committee or subcommittee au-
thorizing the subpoena.

(C) Compliance with a subpoena issued by a committee or sub-
committee under subparagraph (1)(B) may be enforced only as au-
thorized or directed by the House.

(n)(1) Each standing committee, or a subcommittee thereof, shall
hold at least one hearing during each 120-day period following the
establishment of the committee on the topic of waste, fraud, abuse,
or mismanagement in Government programs which that committee
may authorize.

(2) A hearing described in subparagraph (1) shall include a focus
on the most egregious instances of waste, fraud, abuse, or mis-
management as documented by any report the committee has re-
ceived from a Federal Office of the Inspector General or the Comp-
troller General of the United States.

(o) Each committee, or a subcommittee thereof, shall hold at
least one hearing in any session in which the committee has re-
ceived disclaimers of agency financial statements from auditors of
any Federal agency that the committee may authorize to hear testi-
mony on such disclaimers from representatives of any such agency.

(p) Each standing committee, or a subcommittee thereof, shall
hold at least one hearing on issues raised by reports issued by the
Comptroller General of the United States indicating that Federal
programs or operations that the committee may authorize are at
high risk for waste, fraud, and mismanagement, known as the
“high-risk list” or the “high-risk series.”

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS

3. (a) The Committee on Ethics has the following functions:

(1) The committee may recommend to the House from time
to time such administrative actions as it may consider appro-
priate to establish or enforce standards of official conduct for
Members, Delegates, the Resident Commissioner, officers, and
employees of the House. A letter of reproval or other adminis-
trative action of the committee pursuant to an investigation
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under subparagraph (2) shall only be issued or implemented as
a part of a report required by such subparagraph.

(2) The committee may investigate, subject to paragraph (b),
an alleged violation by a Member, Delegate, Resident Commis-
sioner, officer, or employee of the House of the Code of Official
Conduct or of a law, rule, regulation, or other standard of con-
duct applicable to the conduct of such Member, Delegate, Resi-
dent Commissioner, officer, or employee in the performance of
the duties or the discharge of the responsibilities of such indi-
vidual. After notice and hearing (unless the right to a hearing
is waived by the Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner,
officer, or employee), the committee shall report to the House
its findings of fact and recommendations, if any, for the final
disposition of any such investigation and such action as the
committee may consider appropriate in the circumstances.

(3) The committee may report to the appropriate Federal or
State authorities, either with the approval of the House or by
an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of the com-
mittee, any substantial evidence of a violation by a Member,
Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the
House, of a law applicable to the performance of the duties or
the discharge of the responsibilities of such individual that
may have been disclosed in a committee investigation.

(4) The committee may consider the request of a Member,
Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the
House for an advisory opinion with respect to the general pro-
priety of any current or proposed conduct of such Member, Del-
egate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee. With ap-
propriate deletions to ensure the privacy of the person con-
cerned, the committee may publish such opinion for the guid-
ance of other Members, Delegates, the Resident Commissioner,
officers, and employees of the House.

(5) The committee may consider the request of a Member,
Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the
House for a written waiver in exceptional circumstances with
respect to clause 4 of rule XXIII.

(6)(A) The committee shall offer annual ethics training to
each Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, and
employee of the House. Such training shall—

(i) involve the classes of employees for whom the com-
mittee determines such training to be appropriate; and

(i1) include such knowledge of the Code of Official Con-
duct and related House rules as may be determined appro-
priate by the committee.

(B)i) A new Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, offi-
cer, or employee of the House shall receive training under this
paragraph not later than 60 days after beginning service to the
House.

(i1) Not later than January 31 of each year, each officer and
employee of the House shall file a certification with the com-
mittee that the officer or employee attended ethics training in
the last year as established by this subparagraph.

(b)(1)(A) Unless approved by an affirmative vote of a majority of
its members, the Committee on Ethics may not report a resolution,
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report, recommendation, or advisory opinion relating to the official
conduct of a Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or
employee of the House, or, except as provided in subparagraph (2),
undertake an investigation of such conduct.

(B)(1) Upon the receipt of information offered as a complaint that
is in compliance with this rule and the rules of the committee, the
chair and ranking minority member jointly may appoint members
to serve as an investigative subcommittee.

(i1)) The chair and ranking minority member of the committee
jointly may gather additional information concerning alleged con-
duct that is the basis of a complaint or of information offered as
a complaint until they have established an investigative sub-
committee or either of them has placed on the agenda of the com-
mittee the issue of whether to establish an investigative sub-
committee.

(2) Except in the case of an investigation undertaken by the com-
mittee on its own initiative, the committee may undertake an in-
vestigation relating to the official conduct of an individual Member,
Dellegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House
only—

(A) upon receipt of information offered as a complaint, in
writing and under oath, from a Member, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner and transmitted to the committee by such Mem-
ber, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner;

(B) upon receipt of information offered as a complaint, in
writing and under oath, from a person not a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner provided that a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner certifies in writing to the com-
mittee that such Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner
believes the information is submitted in good faith and war-
rants the review and consideration of the committee; or

(C) upon receipt of a report regarding a referral from the
board of the Office of Congressional Ethics.

If a complaint is not disposed of within the applicable periods set
forth in the rules of the Committee on Ethics, the chair and rank-
ing minority member shall establish jointly an investigative sub-
committee and forward the complaint, or any portion thereof, to
that subcommittee for its consideration. However, if at any time
during those periods either the chair or ranking minority member
places on the agenda the issue of whether to establish an investiga-
tive subcommittee, then an investigative subcommittee may be es-
tablished only by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members
of the committee.

(3) The committee may not undertake an investigation of an al-
leged violation of a law, rule, regulation, or standard of conduct
that was not in effect at the time of the alleged violation. The com-
mittee may not undertake an investigation of such an alleged viola-
tion that occurred before the third previous Congress unless the
committee determines that the alleged violation is directly related
to an alleged violation that occurred in a more recent Congress.

(4) A member of the committee shall be ineligible to participate
as a member of the committee in a committee proceeding relating
to the member’s official conduct. Whenever a member of the com-
mittee is ineligible to act as a member of the committee under the
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preceding sentence, the Speaker shall designate a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner from the same political party as
the ineligible member to act in any proceeding of the committee re-
lating to that conduct.

(5) A member of the committee may seek disqualification from
participating in an investigation of the conduct of a Member, Dele-
gate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House
upon the submission in writing and under oath of an affidavit of
disqualification stating that the member cannot render an impar-
tial and unbiased decision in the case in which the member seeks
to be disqualified. If the committee approves and accepts such affi-
davit of disqualification, the chair shall so notify the Speaker and
request the Speaker to designate a Member, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner from the same political party as the disqualifying
member to act in any proceeding of the committee relating to that
case.

(6) Information or testimony received, or the contents of a com-
plaint or the fact of its filing, may not be publicly disclosed by any
committee or staff member unless specifically authorized in each
instance by a vote of the full committee.

(7) The committee shall have the functions designated in titles
I and V of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, in sections 7342,
7351, and 7353 of title 5, United States Code, and in clause 11(g)(4)
of rule X.

(8)(A) Except as provided by subdivisions (B), (C), and (D), not
later than 45 calendar days or 5 legislative days, whichever is
later, after receipt of a written report and any findings and sup-
porting documentation regarding a referral from the board of the
Office of Congressional Ethics or of a referral of the matter from
the board pursuant to a request under paragraph (r), the chair of
the Committee on Ethics shall make public the written report and
findings of the board unless the chair and ranking member, acting
jointly, decide or the committee votes to withhold such information
for not more than one additional period of the same duration, in
which case the chair shall—

(i) upon the termination of such additional period, make pub
lic the written report and findings; and

(i1) upon the day of such decision or vote, make a public
statement that the matter, relating to the referral made by the
board of the Office of Congressional Ethics regarding the Mem-
ber, officer, or employee of the House who is the subject of the
applicable referral, has been extended.

At least one calendar day before the committee makes public any
written report and findings of the board, the chair shall notify such
board and the applicable Member, officer, or employee of that fact
and transmit to such individual a copy of the statement on the
committee’s disposition of, and any committee report on, the mat-
ter.

(B)(i) Notwithstanding subdivision (A)(i), if the committee votes
to dismiss a matter which is the subject of a referral from the
board of the Office of Congressional Ethics, the committee is not re-
quired to make public the written report and findings described in
such subdivision unless the committee’s vote is inconsistent with
the recommendation of the board. For purposes of the previous sen-
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tence, a vote by the committee to dismiss a matter is not incon-
sistent with a report from the board respecting the matter as unre-
solved due to a tie vote.

(i1) Notwithstanding subdivision (A)(ii), if the board transmits a
report respecting any matter with a recommendation to dismiss or
as unresolved due to a tie vote, and the matter is extended for an
additional period as provided in subdivision (A), the committee is
not required to make a public statement that the matter has been
extended.

(iii) Except as provided by subdivision (E), if the committee es-
tablishes an investigative subcommittee respecting any such mat-
ter, then the report and findings of the board shall not be made
public until the conclusion of the investigative subcommittee proc-
ess and the committee shall issue a public statement of the estab-
lishment of an investigative subcommittee, which statement shall
include the name of the applicable Member, officer, or employee,
and shall set forth the alleged violation. If any such investigative
subcommittee does not conclude its review within one year after
the board transmits a report respecting any matter, then the com-
mittee shall make public the report and upon the expiration of the
Congress in which the report is made public, the committee shall
make public any findings.

(C)3) If, after receipt of a written report and any findings and
supporting documentation regarding a referral from the board of
the Office of Congressional Ethics or of a referral of the matter
from the board pursuant to a request under paragraph (r), the com-
mittee agrees to a request from an appropriate law enforcement or
regulatory authority to defer taking action on the matter—

(I) notwithstanding subdivision (A)(i), the committee is not
required to make public the written report and findings de-
scribed in such subdivision, except that if the recommendation
of the board with respect to the report is that the matter re-
quires further review, the committee shall make public the
written report but not the findings; and

(IT) before the end of the first day (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days, and public holidays) after the day that the committee
agrees to the request, the committee shall make a public state-
ment that it is deferring taking action on the matter at the re-
quest of such authority.

(i1) If, upon the expiration of the one-year period that begins on
the date the committee makes the public statement described in
item (1)(II), the committee has not acted on the matter, the com-
mittee shall make a new public statement that it is still deferring
taking action on the matter, and shall make a new statement upon
the expiration of each succeeding one-year period during which the
committee has not acted on the matter.

(D) The committee may not receive any referral from the board
of the Office of Congressional Ethics within 60 days before a Fed-
eral, State, or local election in which the subject of the referral is
a candidate. The committee may delay any reporting requirement
under this subparagraph that falls within that 60-day period until
the end of such period and in that case, for purposes of subdivision
(A), days within the 60-day period shall not be counted.
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(E) If, at the close of any applicable period for a reporting re-
quirement under this subparagraph with respect to a referral from
the board of the Office of Congressional Ethics, the vote of the com-
mittee is a tie or the committee fails to act, the report and the find-
ings of the board shall be made public by the committee, along with
a public statement by the chair explaining the status of the matter.

(c)(1) Notwithstanding clause 2(g)(1) of rule XI, each meeting of
the Committee on Ethics or a subcommittee thereof shall occur in
executive session unless the committee or subcommittee, by an af-
firmative vote of a majority of its members, opens the meeting to
the public.

(2) Notwithstanding clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI, each hearing of an
adjudicatory subcommittee or sanction hearing of the Committee
on Ethics shall be held in open session unless the committee or
subcommittee, in open session by an affirmative vote of a majority
of its members, closes all or part of the remainder of the hearing
on that day to the public.

(d) Before a member, officer, or employee of the Committee on
Ethics, including members of a subcommittee of the committee se-
lected under clause 5(a)(4) of rule X and shared staff, may have ac-
cess to information that is confidential under the rules of the com-
mittee, the following oath (or affirmation) shall be executed:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will not disclose,
to any person or entity outside the Committee on Ethics,
any information received in the course of my service with
the committee, except as authorized by the committee or
in accordance with its rules.” Copies of the executed oath
shall be retained by the Clerk as part of the records of the
House. This paragraph establishes a standard of conduct
within the meaning of paragraph (a)(2). Breaches of con-
fidentiality shall be investigated by the Committee on Eth-
ics and appropriate action shall be taken.

(e)(1) If a complaint or information offered as a complaint is
deemed frivolous by an affirmative vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the Committee on Ethics, the committee may take such ac-
tion as it, by an affirmative vote of a majority of its members, con-
siders appropriate in the circumstances.

(2) Complaints filed before the One Hundred Fifth Congress may
not be deemed frivolous by the Committee on Ethics.

COMMITTEE AGENDAS

(f) The committee shall adopt rules providing that the chair shall
establish the agenda for meetings of the committee, but shall not
preclude the ranking minority member from placing any item on
the agenda.

COMMITTEE STAFF

(2)(1) The committee shall adopt rules providing that—
(A) the staff be assembled and retained as a professional,
nonpartisan staff;
(B) each member of the staff shall be professional and de-
monstrably qualified for the position for which hired;
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(C) the staff as a whole and each member of the staff shall
perform all official duties in a nonpartisan manner;

(D) no member of the staff shall engage in any partisan po-
litical activity directly affecting any congressional or presi-
dential election;

(E) no member of the staff or outside counsel may accept
public speaking engagements or write for publication on any
subject that is in any way related to the employment or duties
with the committee of such individual without specific prior ap-
proval from the chair and ranking minority member; and

(F) no member of the staff or outside counsel may make pub-
lic, unless approved by an affirmative vote of a majority of the
members of the committee, any information, document, or
other material that is confidential, derived from executive ses-
sion, or classified and that is obtained during the course of em-
ployment with the committee.

(2) Only subdivisions (C), (E), and (F) of subparagraph (1) shall
apply to shared staff.

(3)(A) All staff members shall be appointed by an affirmative
vote of a majority of the members of the committee. Such vote shall
occur at the first meeting of the membership of the committee dur-
ing each Congress and as necessary during the Congress.

(B) Subject to the approval of the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, the committee may retain counsel not employed by the
House of Representatives whenever the committee determines, by
an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the committee,
that the retention of outside counsel is necessary and appropriate.

(C) If the committee determines that it is necessary to retain
staff members for the purpose of a particular investigation or other
proceeding, then such staff shall be retained only for the duration
of that particular investigation or proceeding.

(D) Outside counsel may be dismissed before the end of a con-
tract between the committee and such counsel only by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the members of the committee.

(4) In addition to any other staff provided for by law, rule, or
other authority, with respect to the committee, the chair and rank-
ing minority member each may appoint one individual as a shared
staff member from the respective personal staff of the chair or
ranking minority member to perform service for the committee.
Such shared staff may assist the chair or ranking minority member
on any subcommittee on which the chair or ranking minority mem-
ber serves.

MEETINGS AND HEARINGS

(h) The committee shall adopt rules providing that—

(1) all meetings or hearings of the committee or any sub-
committee thereof, other than any hearing held by an adjudica-
tory subcommittee or any sanction hearing held by the com-
mittee, shall occur in executive session unless the committee or
subcommittee by an affirmative vote of a majority of its mem-
bers opens the meeting or hearing to the public; and

(2) any hearing held by an adjudicatory subcommittee or any
sanction hearing held by the committee shall be open to the
public unless the committee or subcommittee by an affirmative
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vote of a majority of its members closes the hearing to the pub-
lic.

PUBLIC DISCLOSURE

(i) The committee shall adopt rules providing that, unless other-
wise determined by a vote of the committee, only the chair or rank-
ing minority member, after consultation with each other, may
make public statements regarding matters before the committee or
any subcommittee thereof.

REQUIREMENTS TO CONSTITUTE A COMPLAINT

(G) The committee shall adopt rules regarding complaints to pro-
vide that whenever information offered as a complaint is submitted
to the committee, the chair and ranking minority member shall
have 14 calendar days or five legislative days, whichever is sooner,
to determine whether the information meets the requirements of
the rules of the committee for what constitutes a complaint.

DUTIES OF CHAIR AND RANKING MINORITY MEMBER REGARDING
PROPERLY FILED COMPLAINTS

(k)(1) The committee shall adopt rules providing that whenever
the chair and ranking minority member jointly determine that in-
formation submitted to the committee meets the requirements of
the rules of the committee for what constitutes a complaint, they
shall have 45 calendar days or five legislative days, whichever is
later, after that determination (unless the committee by an affirm-
ative vote of a majority of its members votes otherwise) to—

(A) recommend to the committee that it dispose of the com-
plaint, or any portion thereof, in any manner that does not re-
quire action by the House, which may include dismissal of the
complaint or resolution of the complaint by a letter to the
Member, officer, or employee of the House against whom the
complaint is made;

(B) establish an investigative subcommittee; or (C) request
that the committee extend the applicable 45-calendar day or
five-legislative day period by one additional 45-calendar day
period when they determine more time is necessary in order to
make a recommendation under subdivision (A).

(2) The committee shall adopt rules providing that if the chair
and ranking minority member jointly determine that information
submitted to the committee meets the requirements of the rules of
the committee for what constitutes a complaint, and the complaint
is not disposed of within the applicable time periods under sub-
paragraph (1), then they shall establish an investigative sub-
committee and forward the complaint, or any portion thereof, to
that subcommittee for its consideration. However, if, at any time
during those periods, either the chair or ranking minority member
places on the agenda the issue of whether to establish an investiga-
tive subcommittee, then an investigative subcommittee may be es-
tablished only by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members
of the committee.
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DUTIES OF CHAIR AND RANKING MINORITY MEMBER REGARDING
INFORMATION NOT CONSTITUTING A COMPLAINT

(1) The committee shall adopt rules providing that whenever the
chair and ranking minority member jointly determine that infor-
mation submitted to the committee does not meet the requirements
of the rules of the committee for what constitutes a complaint, they
may—

(1) return the information to the complainant with a state-
ment that it fails to meet the requirements of the rules of the
committee for what constitutes a complaint; or

(2) recommend to the committee that it authorize the estab-
lishment of an investigative subcommittee.

INVESTIGATIVE AND ADJUDICATORY SUBCOMMITTEES

(m) The committee shall adopt rules providing that—

(1)(A) an investigative subcommittee shall be composed of
four Members (with equal representation from the majority
and minority parties) whenever such a subcommittee is estab-
lished pursuant to the rules of the committee;

(B) an adjudicatory subcommittee shall be composed of the
members of the committee who did not serve on the pertinent
investigative subcommittee (with equal representation from
the majority and minority parties) whenever such a sub-
committee is established pursuant to the rules of the com-
mittee; and

(C) notwithstanding any other provision of this clause, the
chair and ranking minority member of the committee may con-
sult with an investigative subcommittee either on their own
initiative or on the initiative of the subcommittee, shall have
access to information before a subcommittee with which they
so consult, and shall not thereby be precluded from serving as
full, voting members of any adjudicatory subcommittee;

(2) at the time of appointment, the chair shall designate one
member of a subcommittee to serve as chair and the ranking
minority member shall designate one member of the sub-
committee to serve as the ranking minority member; and

(3) the chair and ranking minority member of the committee
may serve as members of an investigative subcommittee, but
may not serve as non-voting, ex officio members.

STANDARD OF PROOF FOR ADOPTION OF STATEMENT OF ALLEGED
VIOLATION

(n) The committee shall adopt rules to provide that an investiga-
tive subcommittee may adopt a statement of alleged violation only
if it determines by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members
of the subcommittee that there is substantial reason to believe that
a violation of the Code of Official Conduct, or of a law, rule, regula-
tion, or other standard of conduct applicable to the performance of
official duties or the discharge of official responsibilities by a Mem-
ber, officer, or employee of the House of Representatives, has oc-
curred.
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SUBCOMMITTEE POWERS

(0)(1) The committee shall adopt rules providing that an inves-
tigative subcommittee or an adjudicatory subcommittee may au-
thorize and issue subpoenas only when authorized by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the members of the subcommittee.

(2) The committee shall adopt rules providing that an investiga-
tive subcommittee may, upon an affirmative vote of a majority of
its members, expand the scope of its investigation when approved
by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the com-
mittee.

(3) The committee shall adopt rules to provide that—

(A) an investigative subcommittee may, upon an affirmative
vote of a majority of its members, amend its statement of al-
leged violation anytime before the statement of alleged viola-
tion is transmitted to the committee; and

(B) if an investigative subcommittee amends its statement of
alleged violation, the respondent shall be notified in writing
and shall have 30 calendar days from the date of that notifica-
tion to file an answer to the amended statement of alleged vio-
lation.

DUE PROCESS RIGHTS OF RESPONDENTS

(p) The committee shall adopt rules to provide that—

(1) not less than 10 calendar days before a scheduled vote by
an investigative subcommittee on a statement of alleged viola-
tion, the subcommittee shall provide the respondent with a
copy of the statement of alleged violation it intends to adopt
together with all evidence it intends to use to prove those
charges which it intends to adopt, including documentary evi-
dence, witness testimony, memoranda of witness interviews,
and physical evidence, unless the subcommittee by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of its members decides to withhold cer-
tain evidence in order to protect a witness; but if such evidence
is withheld, the subcommittee shall inform the respondent that
evidence is being withheld and of the count to which such evi-
dence relates;

(2) neither the respondent nor the counsel of the respondent
shall, directly or indirectly, contact the subcommittee or any
member thereof during the period of time set forth in para-
graph (1) except for the sole purpose of settlement discussions
where counsel for the respondent and the subcommittee are
present;

(3) if, at any time after the issuance of a statement of alleged
violation, the committee or any subcommittee thereof deter-
mines that it intends to use evidence not provided to a re-
spondent under paragraph (1) to prove the charges contained
in the statement of alleged violation (or any amendment there-
of), such evidence shall be made immediately available to the
respondent, and it may be used in any further proceeding
under the rules of the committee;

(4) evidence provided pursuant to paragraph (1) or (3) shall
be made available to the respondent and the counsel of the re-
spondent only after each agrees, in writing, that no document,
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information, or other materials obtained pursuant to that para-
graph shall be made public until—

(A) such time as a statement of alleged violation is made
public by the committee if the respondent has waived the
adjudicatory hearing; or

(B) the commencement of an adjudicatory hearing if the
respondent has not waived an adjudicatory hearing;

but the failure of respondent and the counsel of the respondent to
so agree in writing, and their consequent failure to receive the evi-
dence, shall not preclude the issuance of a statement of alleged vio-
lation at the end of the period referred to in paragraph (1);

(5) a respondent shall receive written notice whenever—

(A) the chair and ranking minority member determine
that information the committee has received constitutes a
complaint;

(B) a complaint or allegation is transmitted to an inves-
tigative subcommittee;

(C) an investigative subcommittee votes to authorize its
first subpoena or to take testimony under oath, whichever
occurs first; or

(D) an investigative subcommittee votes to expand the
scope of its investigation,;

(6) whenever an investigative subcommittee adopts a state-
ment of alleged violation and a respondent enters into an
agreement with that subcommittee to settle a complaint on
which that statement is based, that agreement, unless the re-
spondent requests otherwise, shall be in writing and signed by
the respondent and respondent’s counsel, the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the subcommittee, and the outside
counsel, if any;

(7) statements or information derived solely from a respond-
ent or the counsel of a respondent during any settlement dis-
cussions between the committee or a subcommittee thereof and
the respondent shall not be included in any report of the sub-
committee or the committee or otherwise publicly disclosed
without the consent of the respondent; and

(8) whenever a motion to establish an investigative sub-
committee does not prevail, the committee shall promptly send
a letter to the respondent informing the respondent of such
vote.

COMMITTEE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

(q) The committee shall adopt rules to provide that—

(1) whenever an investigative subcommittee does not adopt
a statement of alleged violation and transmits a report to that
effect to the committee, the committee may by an affirmative
vote of a majority of its members transmit such report to the
House of Representatives;

(2) whenever an investigative subcommittee adopts a state-
ment of alleged violation, the respondent admits to the viola-
tions set forth in such statement, the respondent waives the
right to an adjudicatory hearing, and the respondent’s waiver
is approved by the committee—
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(A) the subcommittee shall prepare a report for trans-
mittal to the committee, a final draft of which shall be pro-
vided to the respondent not less than 15 calendar days be-
fore the subcommittee votes on whether to adopt the re-
port;

(B) the respondent may submit views in writing regard-
ing the final draft to the subcommittee within seven cal-
endar days of receipt of that draft;

(C) the subcommittee shall transmit a report to the com-
mittee regarding the statement of alleged violation to-
gether with any views submitted by the respondent pursu-
ant to subdivision (B), and the committee shall make the
report together with the respondent’s views available to
the public before the commencement of any sanction hear-
ing; and

(D) the committee shall by an affirmative vote of a ma-
jority of its members issue a report and transmit such re-
port to the House of Representatives, together with the re-
spondent’s views previously submitted pursuant to subdivi-
sion (B) and any additional views respondent may submit
for attachment to the final report; and

(3) members of the committee shall have not less than 72
hours to review any report transmitted to the committee by an
investigative subcommittee before both the commencement of a
sanction hearing and the committee vote on whether to adopt
the report.

(r) Upon receipt of any written notification from the board of the
Office of Congressional Ethics that the board is undertaking a re-
view of any alleged conduct of any Member, officer, or employee of
the House and if the committee is investigating such matter, the
committee may at any time so notify the board and request that
the board cease its review and refer the matter to the committee
for its consideration. If at the end of the applicable time period (in-
cluding any permissible extension) the committee has not reached
a final resolution of the matter or has not referred the matter to
the appropriate Federal or State authorities, the committee shall so
notify the board of the Office of Congressional Ethics in writing.
The committee may not request the same matter from the board
more than one time.

(s) The committee may not take any action that would deny any
person any right or protection provided under the Constitution of
the United States.

AUDIO AND VISUAL COVERAGE OF COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

4. (a) The purpose of this clause is to provide a means, in con-
formity with acceptable standards of dignity, propriety, and deco-
rum, by which committee hearings or committee meetings that are
open to the public may be covered by audio and visual means—

(1) for the education, enlightenment, and information of the
general public, on the basis of accurate and impartial news
coverage, regarding the operations, procedures, and practices of
the House as a legislative and representative body, and regard-
ing the measures, public issues, and other matters before the
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House and its committees, the consideration thereof, and the
action taken thereon; and

(2) for the development of the perspective and understanding
of the general public with respect to the role and function of
the House under the Constitution as an institution of the Fed-
eral Government.

(b) In addition, it is the intent of this clause that radio and tele-
vision tapes and television film of any coverage under this clause
may not be used for any partisan political campaign purpose or be
made available for such use.

(c¢) It is, further, the intent of this clause that the general con-
duct of each meeting (whether of a hearing or otherwise) covered
under authority of this clause by audio or visual means, and the
personal behavior of the committee members and staff, other Gov-
ernment officials and personnel, witnesses, television, radio, and
press media personnel, and the general public at the hearing or
other meeting, shall be in strict conformity with and observance of
the acceptable standards of dignity, propriety, courtesy, and deco-
rum traditionally observed by the House in its operations, and may
not be such as to—

(1) distort the objects and purposes of the hearing or other
meeting or the activities of committee members in connection
with that hearing or meeting or in connection with the general
work of the committee or of the House; or

(2) cast discredit or dishonor on the House, the committee,
or a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner or bring the
House, the committee, or a Member, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner into disrepute.

(d) The coverage of committee hearings and meetings by audio
and visual means shall be permitted and conducted only in strict
conformity with the purposes, provisions, and requirements of this
clause.

(e) Whenever a hearing or meeting conducted by a committee or
subcommittee is open to the public, those proceedings shall be open
to coverage by audio and visual means. A committee or sub-
committee chair may not limit the number of television or still
cameras to fewer than two representatives from each medium (ex-
cept for legitimate space or safety considerations, in which case
pool coverage shall be authorized).

(f) Written rules adopted by each committee pursuant to clause
2(a)(1)(D) shall contain provisions to the following effect:

(1) If audio or visual coverage of the hearing or meeting is
to be presented to the public as live coverage, that coverage
shall be conducted and presented without commercial sponsor-
ship.

(2) The allocation among the television media of the posi-
tions or the number of television cameras permitted by a com-
mittee or subcommittee chair in a hearing or meeting room
shall be in accordance with fair and equitable procedures de-
vised by the Executive Committee of the Radio and Television
Correspondents’ Galleries.

(8) Television cameras shall be placed so as not to obstruct
in any way the space between a witness giving evidence or tes-
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timony and any member of the committee or the visibility of
that witness and that member to each other.

(4) Television cameras shall operate from fixed positions but
may not be placed in positions that obstruct unnecessarily the
coverage of the hearing or meeting by the other media.

(5) Equipment necessary for coverage by the television and
radio media may not be installed in, or removed from, the
hearing or meeting room while the committee is in session.

(6)(A) Except as provided in subdivision (B), floodlights, spot-
lights, strobelights, and flashguns may not be used in pro-
viding any method of coverage of the hearing or meeting.

(B) The television media may install additional lighting in a
hearing or meeting room, without cost to the Government, in
order to raise the ambient lighting level in a hearing or meet-
ing room to the lowest level necessary to provide adequate tele-
vision coverage of a hearing or meeting at the current state of
the art of television coverage.

(7) If requests are made by more of the media than will be
permitted by a committee or subcommittee chair for coverage
of a hearing or meeting by still photography, that coverage
shall be permitted on the basis of a fair and equitable pool ar-
rangement devised by the Standing Committee of Press Pho-
tographers.

(8) Photographers may not position themselves between the
witness table and the members of the committee at any time
during the course of a hearing or meeting.

(9) Photographers may not place themselves in positions that
obs(tiruct unnecessarily the coverage of the hearing by the other
media.

(10) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media shall be currently accredited to the Radio and Television
Correspondents’ Galleries.

(11) Personnel providing coverage by still photography shall
be currently accredited to the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(12) Personnel providing coverage by the television and radio
media and by still photography shall conduct themselves and
their coverage activities in an orderly and unobtrusive manner.

PAY OF WITNESSES

5. Witnesses appearing before the House or any of its committees
shall be paid the same per diem rate as established, authorized,
and regulated by the Committee on House Administration for
Members, Delegates, the Resident Commissioner, and employees of
the House, plus actual expenses of travel to or from the place of
examination. Such per diem may not be paid when a witness has
been summoned at the place of examination.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THE SESSION

6. All business of the House at the end of one session shall be
resumed at the commencement of the next session of the same
Congress in the same manner as if no adjournment had taken
place.

* * * * * * *
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Rule XIII

CALENDARS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
CALENDARS

1. (a) All business reported by committees shall be referred to
one of the following three calendars:

(1) A Calendar of the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union, to which shall be referred public bills and
public resolutions raising revenue, involving a tax or charge on
the people, directly or indirectly making appropriations of
money or property or requiring such appropriations to be
made, authorizing payments out of appropriations already
made, releasing any liability to the United States for money or
property, or referring a claim to the Court of Claims.

(2) A House Calendar, to which shall be referred all public
bills and public resolutions not requiring referral to the Cal-
endar of the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

(3) A Private Calendar as provided in clause 5 of rule XV,
to which shall be referred all private bills and private resolu-
tions.

(b) There is established a Calendar of Motions to Discharge Com-
mittees as provided in clause 2 of rule XV.

FILING AND PRINTING OF REPORTS

2. (a)(1) Except as provided in subparagraph (2), all reports of
committees (other than those filed from the floor) shall be delivered
to the Clerk for printing and reference to the proper calendar
under the direction of the Speaker in accordance with clause 1. The
title or subject of each report shall be entered on the Journal and
printed in the Congressional Record.

(2) A Dbill or resolution reported adversely (other than those filed
as privileged) shall be laid on the table unless a committee to
which the bill or resolution was referred requests at the time of the
report its referral to an appropriate calendar under clause 1 or un-
less, within three days thereafter, a Member, Delegate, or Resident
Commissioner makes such a request.

(b)(1) It shall be the duty of the chair of each committee to report
or cause to be reported promptly to the House a measure or matter
approved by the committee and to take or cause to be taken steps
necessary to bring the measure or matter to a vote.

(2) In any event, the report of a committee on a measure that
has been approved by the committee shall be filed within seven cal-
endar days (exclusive of days on which the House is not in session)
after the day on which a written request for the filing of the report,
signed by a majority of the members of the committee, has been
filed with the clerk of the committee. The clerk of the committee
shall immediately notify the chair of the filing of such a request.

This subparagraph does not apply to a report of the Committee on
Rules with respect to a rule, joint rule, or order of business of the
House, or to the reporting of a resolution of inquiry addressed to
the head of an executive department.
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(¢) All supplemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views
filed under clause 2(1) of rule XI by one or more members of a com-
mittee shall be included in, and shall be a part of, the report filed
by the committee with respect to a measure or matter. When time
guaranteed by clause 2(1) of rule XI has expired (or, if sooner, when
all separate views have been received), the committee may arrange
to file its report with the Clerk not later than one hour after the
expiration of such time. This clause and provisions of clause 2(1) of
rule XI do not preclude the immediate filing or printing of a com-
mittee report in the absence of a timely request for the opportunity
to file supplemental, minority, additional, or dissenting views as
provided in clause 2(1) of rule XI.

CONTENT OF REPORTS

3. (a)(1) Except as provided in subparagraph (2), the report of a
committee on a measure or matter shall be printed in a single vol-
ume that—

(A) shall include all supplemental, minority, additional, or
dissenting views that have been submitted by the time of the
filing of the report; and

(B) shall bear on its cover a recital that any such supple-
mental, minority, additional, or dissenting views (and any ma-
terial submitted under paragraph (c)(3)) are included as part
of the report.

(2) A committee may file a supplemental report for the correction
of a technical error in its previous report on a measure or matter.
A supplemental report only correcting errors in the depiction of
record votes under paragraph (b) may be filed under this subpara-
graph and shall not be subject to the requirement in clause 4 or
clause 6 concerning the availability of reports.

(b) With respect to each record vote on a motion to report a
measure or matter of a public nature, and on any amendment of-
fered to the measure or matter, the total number of votes cast for
and against, and the names of members voting for and against,
shall be included in the committee report. The preceding sentence
does not apply to votes taken in executive session by the Com-
mittee on Ethics.

(c) The report of a committee on a measure that has been ap-
proved by the committee shall include, separately set out and clear-
ly identified, the following:

(1) Oversight findings and recommendations under clause
2(b)(1) of rule X.

(2) The statement required by section 308(a) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, except that an estimate of new
budget authority shall include, when practicable, a comparison
of the total estimated funding level for the relevant programs
to the appropriate levels under current law.

(8) An estimate and comparison prepared by the Director of
the Congressional Budget Office under section 402 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 if timely submitted to the com-
mittee before the filing of the report.

(4) A statement of general performance goals and objectives,
including outcome-related goals and objectives, for which the
measure authorizes funding.
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(d) Each report of a committee on a public bill or public joint res-
olution shall contain the following:

(1)(A) An estimate by the committee of the costs that would
be incurred in carrying out the bill or joint resolution in the
fiscal year in which it is reported and in each of the five fiscal
years following that fiscal year (or for the authorized duration
of any program authorized by the bill or joint resolution if less
than five years);

(B) a comparison of the estimate of costs described in sub-
division (A) made by the committee with any estimate of such
costs made by a Government agency and submitted to such
committee; and

(C) when practicable, a comparison of the total estimated
funding level for the relevant programs with the appropriate
levels under current law.

(2)(A) In subparagraph (1) the term “Government agency” in-
cludes any department, agency, establishment, wholly owned
Government corporation, or instrumentality of the Federal
Government or the government of the District of Columbia.

(B) Subparagraph (1) does not apply to the Committee on
Appropriations, the Committee on House Administration, the
Committee on Rules, or the Committee on Ethics, and does not
apply when a cost estimate and comparison prepared by the
Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 402
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 has been included in
the report under paragraph (c)(3).

(e)(1) Whenever a committee reports a bill or joint resolution pro-
posing to repeal or amend a statute or part thereof, it shall include
in its report or in an accompanying document—

(A) the entire text of each section of a statute that is pro-
posed to be repealed or amended; and

(B) a comparative print of each amendment to a section of
a statute that the bill or joint resolution proposes to make,
showing by appropriate typographical devices the omissions
and insertions proposed.

(2) If a committee reports a bill or joint resolution proposing to
repeal or amend a statute or part thereof with a recommendation
that the bill or joint resolution be amended, the comparative print
required by subparagraph (1) shall reflect the changes in existing
law proposed to be made by the bill or joint resolution as proposed
to be amended.

(£)(1) A report of the Committee on Appropriations on a general
appropriation bill shall include—

(A) a concise statement describing the effect of any provision
of the accompanying bill that directly or indirectly changes the
application of existing law; and

(B) a list of all appropriations contained in the bill for ex-
penditures not currently authorized by law for the period con-
cerned (excepting classified intelligence or national security
programs, projects, or activities), along with a statement of the
last year for which such expenditures were authorized, the
level of expenditures authorized for that year, the actual level
of expenditures for that year, and the level of appropriations
in the bill for such expenditures.
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(2) Whenever the Committee on Appropriations reports a bill or
joint resolution including matter specified in clause 1(b)(2) or (3) of
rule X, it shall include—

(A) in the bill or joint resolution, separate headings for “Re-
scissions” and “Transfers of Unexpended Balances”; and

(B) in the report of the committee, a separate section listing
such rescissions and transfers.

(g) Whenever the Committee on Rules reports a resolution pro-
posing to repeal or amend a standing rule of the House, it shall in-
clude in its report or in an accompanying document—

(1) the text of any rule or part thereof that is proposed to be
repealed; and

(2) a comparative print of any part of the resolution pro-
posing to amend the rule and of the rule or part thereof pro-
posed to be amended, showing by appropriate typographical de-
vices the omissions and insertions proposed.

(h) It shall not be in order to consider a bill or joint resolution
reported by the Committee on Ways and Means that proposes to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 unless—

(1) the report includes a tax complexity analysis prepared by
the Joint Committee on Taxation in accordance with section
4022(b) of the Internal Revenue Service Restructuring and Re-
form Act of 1998; or

(2) the chair of the Committee on Ways and Means causes
such a tax complexity analysis to be printed in the Congres-
sional Record before consideration of the bill or joint resolution.

AVAILABILITY OF REPORTS

4. (a)(1) Except as specified in subparagraph (2), it shall not be
in order to consider in the House a measure or matter reported by
a committee until the third calendar day (excluding Saturdays,
Sundays, or legal holidays except when the House is in session on
such a day) on which each report of a committee on that measure
or matter has been available to Members, Delegates, and the Resi-
dent Commissioner.

(2) Subparagraph (1) does not apply to—

(A) a resolution providing a rule, joint rule, or order of busi-
ness reported by the Committee on Rules considered under
clause 6;

(B) a resolution providing amounts from the applicable ac-
counts described in clause 1(k)(1) of rule X reported by the
Committee on House Administration considered under clause 6
of rule X;

(C) a resolution presenting a question of the privileges of the
House reported by any committee;

(D) a measure for the declaration of war, or the declaration
of a national emergency, by Congress; and

(E) a measure providing for the disapproval of a decision, de-
termination, or action by a Government agency that would be-
come, or continue to be, effective unless disapproved or other-
wise invalidated by one or both Houses of Congress. In this
subdivision the term “Government agency” includes any de-
partment, agency, establishment, wholly owned Government
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corporation, or instrumentality of the Federal Government or
of the government of the District of Columbia.

(b) A committee that reports a measure or matter shall make
every reasonable effort to have its hearings thereon (if any) printed
and available for distribution to Members, Delegates, and the Resi-
dent Commissioner before the consideration of the measure or mat-
ter in the House.

PRIVILEGED REPORTS, GENERALLY

5. (a) The following committees shall have leave to report at any
time on the following matters, respectively:

(1) The Committee on Appropriations, on general appropria-
tion bills and on joint resolutions continuing appropriations for
a fiscal year after September 15 in the preceding fiscal year.

(2) The Committee on the Budget, on the matters required
to be reported by such committee under titles III and IV of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

(3) The Committee on House Administration, on enrolled
bills, on contested elections, on matters referred to it con-
cerning printing for the use of the House or the two Houses,
on expenditure of the applicable accounts of the House de-
scribed in clause 1(k)(1) of rule X, and on matters relating to
preservation and availability of noncurrent records of the
House under rule VII.

(4) The Committee on Rules, on rules, joint rules, and the
order of business.

(5) The Committee on Ethics, on resolutions recommending
action by the House with respect to a Member, Delegate, Resi-
dent Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House as a re-
sult of an investigation by the committee relating to the official
conduct of such Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, of-
ficer, or employee.

(b) A report filed from the floor as privileged under paragraph (a)
may be called up as a privileged question by direction of the report-
ing committee, subject to any requirement concerning its avail-
ability to Members, Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner
ulnder clause 4 or concerning the timing of its consideration under
clause 6.

PRIVILEGED REPORTS BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES

6. (a) A report by the Committee on Rules on a rule, joint rule,
or the order of business may not be called up for consideration on
the same day it is presented to the House except—

(1) when so determined by a vote of two-thirds of the Mem-
bers voting, a quorum being present;

(2) in the case of a resolution proposing only to waive a re-
quirement of clause 4 or of clause 8 of rule XXII concerning the
availability of reports; or

(3) during the last three days of a session of Congress.

(b) Pending the consideration of a report by the Committee on
Rules on a rule, joint rule, or the order of business, the Speaker
may entertain one motion that the House adjourn but may not en-
tertain any other dilatory motion until the report shall have been
disposed of.
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(¢) The Committee on Rules may not report a rule or order that
would prevent the motion to recommit a bill or joint resolution
from being made as provided in clause 2(b) of rule XIX, including
a motion to recommit with instructions to report back an amend-
ment otherwise in order, if offered by the Minority Leader or a des-
ignee, except with respect to a Senate bill or joint resolution for
which the text of a House-passed measure has been substituted.

(d) The Committee on Rules shall present to the House reports
concerning rules, joint rules, and the order of business, within
three legislative days of the time when they are ordered. If such
a report is not considered immediately, it shall be referred to the
calendar. If such a report on the calendar is not called up by the
member of the committee who filed the report within seven legisla-
tive days, any member of the committee may call it up as a privi-
leged question on the day after the calendar day on which the
member announces to the House intention to do so. The Speaker
shall recognize a member of the committee who rises for that pur-
pose.

(e) An adverse report by the Committee on Rules on a resolution
proposing a special order of business for the consideration of a pub-
lic bill or public joint resolution may be called up as a privileged
question by a Member, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner on a
day when it is in order to consider a motion to discharge commit-
tees under clause 2 of rule XV.

(f) If the House has adopted a resolution making in order a mo-
tion to consider a bill or resolution, and such a motion has not been
offered within seven calendar days thereafter, such a motion shall
be privileged if offered by direction of all reporting committees hav-
ing initial jurisdiction of the bill or resolution.

(g) Whenever the Committee on Rules reports a resolution pro-
viding for the consideration of a measure, it shall to the maximum
extent possible specify in the accompanying report any waiver of a
point of order against the measure or against its consideration.

RESOLUTIONS OF INQUIRY

7. A report on a resolution of inquiry addressed to the head of
an executive department may be filed from the floor as privileged.
If such a resolution is not reported to the House within 14 legisla-
tive days after its introduction, a motion to discharge a committee
from its consideration shall be privileged.

ESTIMATES OF MAJOR LEGISLATION

8. (a) An estimate provided by the Congressional Budget Office
under section 402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 for any
major legislation shall, to the extent practicable, incorporate the
budgetary effects of changes in economic output, employment, cap-
ital stock, and other macroeconomic variables resulting from such
legislation.

(b) An estimate provided by the Joint Committee on Taxation to
the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section
201(f) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 for any major legis-
lation shall, to the extent practicable, incorporate the budgetary ef-
fects of changes in economic output, employment, capital stock, and
other macroeconomic variables resulting from such legislation.
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(¢) An estimate referred to in this clause shall, to the extent
practicable, include—

(1) a qualitative assessment of the budgetary effects (includ-
ing macroeconomic variables described in paragraphs (a) and
(b)) of such legislation in the 20-fiscal year period beginning
after the last fiscal year of the most recently agreed to concur-
rent resolution on the budget that set forth appropriate levels
required by section 301 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974; and

(2) an identification of the critical assumptions and the
source of data underlying that estimate.

(d) As used in this clause—
| (1) the term “major legislation” means any bill or joint reso-
ution—

(A) for which an estimate is required to be prepared pur-
suant to section 402 of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 and that causes a gross budgetary effect (before in-
corporating macroeconomic effects) in any fiscal year over
the years of the most recently agreed to concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget equal to or greater than 0.25 percent
of the current projected gross domestic product of the
United States for that fiscal year; or

(B) designated as such by the chair of the Committee on
the Budget for all direct spending legislation other than
revenue legislation or the Member who is chair or vice
chair, as applicable, of the Joint Committee on Taxation
for revenue legislation; and

(2) the term “budgetary effects” means changes in revenues,
outlays, and deficits.

O
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