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Martin a  E. Van d e n b e rg is  fou n d e r an d  pre sid e n t o f th e  Hu m an  Tra fficking Lega l Ce n te r. 
Van d e n b e rg e s tab lish e d  th e  Hu m an  Tra ffickin g Le ga l Ce n te r (fo rm e rly HT Pro  Bon o) in  2012 with  
ge n e rous  su p p ort from  th e  Ope n  Socie ty Fou n d a tion s  (OSF) Fe llowship  Program . 

Prio r to  b ecom in g an  OSF Fe llow, Van d e n b e rg se rve d  a s a  p a rtn e r a t Je n ne r & Block LLP, wh e re  
sh e  focu sed  on  com p le x com m e rcia l litiga tion  an d  in te rn a l in ve s tiga tion s u nd e r th e  Fore ign  
Corru p t Practice s  Act. She  se rve d  as  a  se n ior m e m b e r o f the  firm ’s Pro  Bon o  Com m itte e . 

Van d e n b e rg h as  sp e n t two  d e cade s figh tin g h u m an  tra fficking, fo rce d  lab or, rap e  a s  a  wa r crim e , 
an d  vio le nce  aga in s t wom e n . Sh e  h as re p re se n ted  victim s o f h u m an  tra ffickin g p ro  b on o  in  
im m igra tion , crim in a l, an d  civil ca se s , an d  h as  te s tifie d  be fore  the  Se n a te  Jud icia ry Su b com m itte e  
on  Hu m an  Righ ts  an d  the  Law, th e  He ls inki Com m iss ion , th e  Hou se  Fore ign  Affa irs  Com m itte e , 
an d  th e  Hou se  Arm e d  Se rvice s  Com m itte e  on  an  a rray o f h u m an  righ ts  issues . Th rou gh  th e  
Hu m an  Tra ffickin g Lega l Ce n te r, sh e  h as tra in e d  m ore  th an  3,600 p ro  b on o  a tto rn e ys  n a tion wid e  
to  h an d le  h u m an  tra ffickin g m a tte rs . 

A fo rm e r Hu m an  Righ ts  Wa tch  re se a rche r, Van d en b e rg spe a rh e ad e d  in ve stiga tion s  in to  h u m an  
righ ts  vio la tion s  in  th e  Ru ss ian  Fe d e ra tion , Bosn ia  an d  He rzegovin a , Uzb ekistan , Kosovo , Is rae l, 
an d  Ukra in e . Sh e  is  th e  au th or o f two  Hu m an  Righ ts  Wa tch  re p orts , “Hop es  Be traye d : Tra fficking 
o f Wom e n  an d  Girls  to  Post-Con flict Bosn ia  & He rze govin a  fo r Force d  Pros titu tion ,” an d  “Kosovo: 
Rap e  a s  a  We ap on  of ‘Eth n ic Cle an sin g.’” 

As a  re se a rch e r fo r th e  Israe l Wom e n ’s Ne twork, sh e  in ve s tiga te d  an d  p u b lish e d  the  firs t re p ort 
d ocu m e n tin g h u m an  tra fficking in to  Is rae l. Wh ile  livin g in  th e  Ru ss ian  Fe d e ra tion  in  th e  1990s , sh e  
co-fou n d e d  Syostri, on e  of Ru ss ia ’s firs t rap e  cris is  ce n te rs  fo r wom e n . 

Van d e n b e rg h as  re ce ive d  m u ltip le  awards  fo r h e r le ad e rsh ip  aga ins t h u m an  tra fficking. In  2012, 
th e  Free d om  Ne twork USA p re se n te d  he r with  th e  Pau l an d  She ila  We lls ton e  Award  fo r he r 
“ou ts tan d in g le ade rsh ip  an d  d e d ica tion  in  working to  com b a t h u m an  tra ffickin g an d  s lave ry in  th e  
Un ite d  Sta te s .” In  2013, sh e  rece ive d  th e  Harry S. Tru m an  Sch ola rsh ip  Fou n da tion ’s  Ste ve n s Award  
fo r ou ts tan d in g se rvice  in  p u b lic in te re s t law. T’ru ah  p re se n te d  h e r with  th e  Rap h ae l Le m kin  
Hu m an  Righ ts  Award  in  2014. Sh e  re ce ive d  the  Ka th a rin e  & Ge orge  Alexan de r Law Prize  th e  
fo llowin g ye a r. Van d e n be rg a lso  se rve d  a s a  co -ch a ir o f th e  In te rn a tion a l Ba r Associa tion ’s Hu m an  
Tra ffickin g Task Force . 

A Rh od e s Sch ola r an d  Trum an  Sch ola r, Van d e n b e rg h as  tau gh t a s  an  ad ju n ct facu lty m e m b e r a t 
th e  Am e rican  Un ive rs ity Wash in gton  Colle ge  o f Law an d  th e  Oxford  Un ive rsity Hu m an  Righ ts  
Su m m e r Program . Sh e  is  ad m itte d  to  p ractice  in  Ne w York an d  th e  Dis trict of Colu m b ia . 
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