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Alden Abbott is a Senior Research Fellow with the Mercatus Center at George 

Mason University, focusing on anti-trust issues. Before joining Mercatus, Mr. 

Abbott served as the Federal Trade Commission’s General Counsel from 2018 to 

early 2021, where he represented the Commission in court and provided legal 

advice to its representatives. Prior to working at the FTC, Mr. Abbott worked at the 

Heritage Foundation and BlackBerry Ltd. Prior to that, he had a long career as a 

career senior government executive, serving in the Federal Trade Commission, the 

Justice Department, and the Commerce Department. He also served as an adjunct 

professor at Mason’s Antonin Scalia Law School from 1991 to 2018. He has 

published and lectured (in the U.S. and abroad) on issues of competition policy, 

regulation, international trade, and law and economics. Mr. Abbott has a J.D. from 

Harvard Law School, an M.A. in economics from Georgetown University, and a 

B.A. (Phi Beta Kappa) from the University of Virginia. He speaks French, Spanish, 

and Italian. 


