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Secretary
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Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Mayorkas:

The Biden border crisis continues to rage out of control. Despite your assertion that the
Biden-Harris Administration has sent a clear message to migrants not to come to the U.S.,! over
180,000 illegal aliens were apprehended at the southern border in May—a number that will
likely be even higher this month.? Because Democrats refuse to address the Biden border crisis,
we write to you directly to request that you make yourself available to testify at the Committee
about the ongoing humanitarian and security crisis at the border.

For months, Republicans have urged Committee Democrats to address the Biden border
crisis. In April, we asked Chairman Nadler to invite you for a full committee hearing.® Chairman
Nadler did not respond to our request. Also in April, Republicans asked Vice President Harris,
who President Biden tapped to lead the Administration’s border crisis response, for a meeting.*
Vice President Harris did not respond. We also wrote to you with questions about the Biden-
Harris Administration’s awareness that reversing the Trump Administration’s successful
immigration policies would lead to a surge at the border.® You have not responded.

The crisis at the border is the direct result of the Biden-Harris Administration’s radical
immigration policies. The Biden-Harris Administration repealed Trump Administration

! Daina Beth Solomon, Homeland Security chief says U.S.-Mexico border not open, REUTERS (June 15, 2021),
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mexico-border-not-open-idUSL2N2NX13N.
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programs and policies that helped to stem the rising tide of illegal immigration. Instead, the
Biden-Harris Administration instituted open-border policies and rhetoric that incentivized aliens
to illegally enter the U.S. As one migrant told the Wall Street Journal in March, “[m]y friends
have told me that with the new president, it will be easier to enter the U.S.”® The President of
Guatemala similarly blamed the border crisis on the Biden-Harris Administration’s immigration
policies and rhetoric.’

The Biden-Harris Administration refuses to take responsibility for the crisis at the border.
It took Vice President Harris more than 90 days to travel to the border area after being tapped to
lead the Administration’s border efforts. She only decided to visit the border after intense
pressure from Republicans and the announcement that President Trump would also be making a
trip.2 When asked during her recent trip to Central America and Mexico about why she had not
yet visited the border, Vice President Harris laughed and responded that she also had not been to
Europe.® Such a flippant answer to a serious question shows a grave lack of understanding of the
severity of the crisis at the southern border. Equally as telling, the Vice President chose to only
visit a facility in EI Paso and not travel to south Texas where the Biden border crisis is most
critical.

The Biden-Harris Administration’s border insecurity is threatening the safety and security
of American communities. Earlier this year, border patrol agents apprehended two Yemeni men
whose names appeared on the FBI’s terrorist watchlist.!° Even FBI Director Christopher Wray
said at a recent Committee hearing that the flow of migrants at the border poses a “significant
security concern.”! Transnational criminal organizations (TCOs) exploit the crisis to engage in
human smuggling and drug trafficking.? According to the Drug Enforcement Administration,
Mexican TCOs “continue to control lucrative smuggling corridors,” mainly across the U.S.
southern border to traffic large quantities of illicit drugs.®®

As the Secretary of Homeland Security, you are the cabinet official primarily responsible
for implementing the Biden-Harris Administration’s immigration policies. Because Democrats
have refused to request your testimony before the Judiciary Committee, we write to make that
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request. Please respond promptly that you are willing to testify before the Committee and we will
work with our Democratic colleagues to find a suitable time for your testimony.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
JRTIN E N el
Jim Jor Tom McClintock
Rankipg Member Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Immigration and
Citizenship

CcC: The Honorable Jerrold Nadler, Chairman

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren, Chair, Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship



