
 
 
 

May 11, 2021 
 
President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 

 
We write ask for your continued leadership to enable the Postal Service to purchase an 

all-electric delivery fleet and the needed infrastructure to support that fleet.  There has never 
been a more critical time to ensure that all federal vehicles produce zero emissions, including the 
over 228,000 delivery vehicles operated by the Postal Service. 

 
On January 27, 2021, you issued an executive order calling for a comprehensive plan to 

acquire only “clean and zero-emission vehicles” for the entire federal fleet, including the Postal 
Service fleet.1  We support this goal, and we strongly support your proposal to include funding 
for electrification of the Postal Service fleet in the American Jobs Plan.2   

 
The Postal Service owns and operates one of the world’s largest civilian vehicle fleets, 

composed of more than 228,000 vehicles.3  Over 140,000 of these vehicles are decades old, 
average only ten miles per gallon, and have reached the end of their 24-year operational lifespan.  
Maintaining these aging vehicles comes at a high environmental and financial cost:  the Postal 
Service spends $2 billion and over 30,000 hours per year on delivery vehicle maintenance, and in 
fiscal year 2019 fuel costs alone for these vehicles totaled $491 million.  Many of these vehicles 
also pose risks to the frontline workers who drive them.  They have neither airbags nor anti-lock 
brakes, and there have been numerous accounts of these vehicles catching fire.4 

 

 
1 Exec. Order No. 14008, 86 Fed. Reg. 7619 (Jan. 27, 2021); see also The White House, Fact Sheet:  Biden 

Administration Advances Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (Apr. 22, 2021) (online at 
www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/22/fact-sheet-biden-administration-advances-
electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure/). 

2 The White House, Fact Sheet:  The American Jobs Plan (Mar. 31, 2021) (online at 
www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/03/31/fact-sheet-the-american-jobs-plan/). 

3 United States Postal Service, Postal Facts:  230,000 Vehicles (Apr. 28, 2021) (online at 
https://facts.usps.com/postal-service-has-more-than-200000-
vehicles/#:~:text=The%20Postal%20Service%20has%20more,fuel%20efficiency%20and%20design%20flexibility). 

4 A No-Brainer Stimulus Idea:  Electrify USPS Mail Trucks, Vox (Apr. 22, 2020) (online at 
www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2020/4/22/21229132/usps-coronavirus-electrify-postal-trucks).  
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On February 23, 2021, the Postal Service announced the selection of Oshkosh Defense to 
produce the new Next Generation Delivery Vehicle (NGDV) for the Postal Service.5  Although 
the NGDV will provide much needed modernization of the delivery fleet, unfortunately, this 
fleet will not be fully electric.  The Postal Service has informed the Committee that although it 
supports the creation of a fully zero-emission fleet, it cannot currently afford the acquisition of 
solely electric vehicles.  Under its current financial constraints, the Postal Service can only 
commit that 10% of the up to 165,000 vehicles planned for purchase under this contract over the 
next ten years will be electric or zero-emission.  The Postal Service has indicated that it would 
require an additional $8 billion to acquire all electric vehicles and build the necessary charging 
infrastructure to support an electric fleet.   

 
 The Postal Service simply cannot afford to lock in another 25 years of reliance on 

primarily fossil fuel delivery vehicles—to do so would be short sighted and fiscally disastrous 
for the already struggling agency, which has lost $69 billion over the last 11 years.  It would also 
add another 25 years of unacceptable emissions at a time when the world is rightly moving away 
from combustion engines. 
 

To ensure that any federal funding appropriated to the Postal Service for fleet acquisition 
is used appropriately, we would also include a requirement in legislation that at least 75% of the 
Postal Service’s new fleet must be electric or zero-emission.  Further, we would require the 
Postal Service to acquire only electric or zero-emission vehicles after 2040.   
 

The Postal Service has the potential at this critical moment to be an innovative leader in 
fleet acquisition and make bold investments in climate-focused reform.  We ask for your 
continued leadership on this critical effort to electrify the Postal Service fleet.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Carolyn B. Maloney                 Gerald E. Connolly 
Member of Congress        Member of Congress 
              

 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Peter DeFazio                    Jared Huffman 
Member of Congress        Member of Congress 
                   

 
 

 
5 U.S. Postal Service, Press Release:  U.S. Postal Service Awards Contract to Launch Multi-Billion-Dollar 

Modernization of Postal Delivery Vehicle Fleet (Feb. 23, 2021) (online at 
https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2021/0223-multi-billion-dollar-modernization-of-postal-
delivery-vehicle-fleet.htm).    
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__________________________    __________________________   
Brenda L. Lawrence                            Stephen F. Lynch 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
 

 
 

__________________________    __________________________ 
Thomas R. Suozzi                                           Jim Cooper 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Mark DeSaulnier                 Ro Khanna 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Nanette Diaz Barragán                Jimmy Gomez 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Marcy Kaptur                             Albio Sires 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
John P. Sarbanes                 Jamie Raskin 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Katie Porter                             Emanuel Cleaver, II 
Member of Congress                     Member of Congress 
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__________________________    __________________________ 
Mike Thompson                            Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.  
Member of Congress         Member of Congress 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Paul D. Tonko                                Earl Blumenauer 
Member of Congress                     Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez     Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 
 

__________________________    __________________________ 
Eleanor Holmes Norton     Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Ayanna Pressley                 Robin L. Kelly 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 
 

__________________________    __________________________ 
Doris Matsui                      Raul M. Grijalva 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Rashida Tlaib                      Marie Newman 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
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__________________________    __________________________ 
A. Donald McEachin                    Jan Schakowsky 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Cori Bush                             Donald S. Beyer Jr. 
Member of Congress                     Member of Congress 

 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Raja Krishnamoorthi                     Suzan K. DelBene 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Jesús G. “Chuy” García     Alan Lowenthal  
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
David N. Cicilline                 Salud Carbajal 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 
 

__________________________    __________________________ 
Tim Ryan                             Ilhan Omar 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Suzanne Bonamici                 Deborah K. Ross 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
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__________________________    __________________________ 
Jackie Speier                      Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. 
Member of Congress          Member of Congress 
 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Rick Larsen                             Mondaire Jones 
Member of Congress         Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Kweisi Mfume                 Peter Welch 
Member of Congress         Member of Congress 

 
 

 
__________________________    __________________________  
Danny K. Davis                            Mike Quigley             
Member of Congress      Member of Congress  
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Sean Casten 
Member of Congress 


