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Executibe Mepartment

ORDER
OF THE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND

TEMPORARILY PROHIBITING EVICTIONS OF TENANTS SUFFERING
SUBSTANTIAL LOSS OF INCOME DUE TO COVID-19

WHEREAS, A state of emergency and catastrophic health emergency was proclaimed
on March 5, 2020, to control and prevent the spread of COVID-19 within
the state, and the state of emergency and catastrophic health emergency
still exists;

WHEREAS, COVID-19, a respiratory disease that spreads easily from person to
person and may result in serious illness or death, is a public health
catastrophe and has been confirmed in several Maryland counties;

WHEREAS, The spread of COVID-19 is likely to result in loss of work and loss of
income for some residents of Maryland, which may impact their ability
to pay for rental housing, and potentially result in their eviction;

WHEREAS, To treat, prevent, or reduce the spread of COVID-19 caused by the
transmission of the novel coronavirus, it may become medically
necessary and reasonable to require individuals to remain in isolation or
quarantine at their homes or to remain indoors;

WHEREAS, To protect the public health, welfare, and safety, it is necessary to
authorize the use of private property, provide temporary housing for
individuals affected by the spread of COVID-19, and suspend the effect
of certain states, rules, or regulations of agencies of the State or political
subdivisions relating to real property and breach of leases;

WHEREAS, To protect life and property, and control the public health catastrophe in
Maryland, it is necessary to control the occupancy and use of buildings;
and



WHEREAS,

NOW, THEREFORE,

To avoid the serious health, welfare, and safety consequences that may
result if Marylanders lose their rental housing as a result of COVID-19,
it is necessary and reasonable to impose a moratorium on certain
evictions;

I, LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
MARYLAND, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE
CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF MARYLAND, INCLUDING BUT NOT
LIMITED TO TITLE 14 OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY ARTICLE, AND IN AN
EFFORT TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, AND SAFETY, DO
HEREBY ORDER:

I1.

Until the state of emergency is terminated and the catastrophic
health emergency is rescinded, the effect of Section 8-401 of the
Real Property Article of the Maryland Code is hereby suspended as
follows:

No court shall give any judgment for possession or
repossession, or warrant for restitution of possession or
repossession of residential real property, if the tenant can
demonstrate to the court, through documentation or other
objectively verifiable means, that the tenant suffered a
substantial loss of income resulting from COVID-19 or the
related proclamation of a state of emergency and catastrophic
health emergency, including, without limitation, due to job
loss, reduction in compensated hours of work, closure of place
of employment, or the need to miss work to care for a home-
bound school-age child.

Until the state of emergency is terminated and the catastrophic
health emergency is rescinded, the effect of Section 8-402.1 of the
Real Property Article of the Maryland Code is hereby suspended as
follows:

a. No court shall give any judgment for possession or

repossession, or warrant for restitution of possession or
repossession of residential real property, if the tenant can
demonstrate to the court, through documentation or other
objectively verifiable means, that the tenant suffered a
substantial loss of income resulting from COVID-19 or the
related proclamation of a state of emergency and catastrophic
health emergency, including, without limitation, due to job
loss, reduction in compensated hours of work, closure of place
of employment, or the need to miss work to care for a home-
bound school-age child.



I

b. The fact that the tenant, or any person permissibly cohabiting
with the tenant in accordance with the terms of the lease, has a
confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 or is under investigation for
COVID-19, shall not constitute a “clear and imminent danger”
for purposes of Section 8-402.1(a)(1)(1)2.A.

Except as specifically suspended in paragraph I above, Section 8-
401 of the Real Property Article remains in effect in accordance
with its terms. Except as specifically suspended in paragraph II
above, Section 8-402.1 of the Real Property Article remains in
effect in accordance with its terms.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND THIS 16TH DAY OF MARCH, 2020, AND
EFFECTIV. MMEDIATELY.

Lawrence J. Hfgan, Jr.¢
Governor



