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Hughes Institute taps Hahn, Roberts 
for prestigious appointments 

Two researchers i n  h e  Center's Basic Sci- would otherwise be 
ences Division -Drs. Slcvc Hahn and James able to do." he says. 
Roberts -joined 68 other scientisls nationwide Billionaire industri- 
last month in  being named to the faculty o f  the d is l  Howard H u m  
Howard H u g h  Medical Institute. founded h e  institute i n  

The prestigious appointments last seven yeaq. 1953. Instead o f  
The Hahn lab focuses on the complex series of building its own 

molecular events that staa LCprocess of research campus, the 
reading. or transcribing. genetic information into institute enters into 
a protein blueprint. Roberts' laboratory studies long-term research 
the wechanisms involved in starting and stop- agreements with 
ping cell division. universides and other 

Hahn says he is gratified to be named a academic research Dr. Steve Hahn Dr.Jim Roberts 
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-- 

Patent dispute Center's stakes high as rulings 
awaited on CellPro appeal, 'march in' request 


It could bc the binercn patent dispute yet in the ywng biotahnoiogy Baata. says i t  will allow cumnt clinical trials using thc CellRo device to 
industry. And although the Center IS not 1 pvty to the SUN. the stakes continue. 
for the Center -both for research a d  revenue -uc high. " B u t n  h u  no intention o f  denying any patient or phystcian ~ t c uto 

early technology which cm help m t  cancer." Spat says. "Our inrent is to 
assure a smooth transition to a licensed ttehnolopv." 

between Bothell-based CellPlo. lnc.. and Baxter International. of CellRo's Jmnn Reitn, director o f  carporste development says that 
Deerfield. 111.. has been especially contcnt'ious. with more twists a d  rums under the tenns of the injunaion. CellPm would losc mmey tf i t  conunues 
than a dayrime soap opera. the clinical hilts. 

At stake in this dispute are patiem ~~to a 'We would only be able to treat r very nlmnrly defined patient popula- 
potentially life-sawn8 technology and a market tion." Reita says. *We would also have to pay Barw for dl the 
industy estimate of at least $60million a year. disposable, r t  a con of 52.000 per unit. which is more than our profit 

Founded in  1989 by former Center researcher "In the cnd. the uial mutts will do us no good, since we won't be able 
Dr.Ron Bmnson. CellRa. Inc. developed to sell our prahmSo 
automated system (or purifying l a m  qurnttties as r p m i a l  nuaa, 
of spcrfic cells for thmpeutic and diagnostic C e l l h  could not 
applications. conrince w t i n g  

The Ant cell type rargctcd by CellRo was the under the remu of the 
blood-making stem cell. a rare cell produced in  injunction." 
bone manuw that g i va  rise to the body's b i d  While the Ccnta's 
and immune systems. intcmt in the ase is 

The Center granted the company m exclusive notonthesunesuk 
license to the patented core technology of the as the two eanpcmia 
company's system. a column device rhu Catherine Hmnings, 
CellPro mils Ihe Cepnu SC Cell Conmmcion d i m o r  of  the 

' I t  has System. At hsum time, CellRo l i dm Cclaa's Technology 

implications unpatmted monoclonal mtibody dmloped by T m s f a  ma.¶ayr 
the Center's Dr.Irwin Benutein he potentialimprrcis

bey~nd this case- In 1991. Johns Hopldnr School o f  Medicine significant. 
Wholenrens of w u  gmred f w r  patents.om ofu h ic \ d m  'Shm\d C L l h  be 

research such as a i l  man-made d c l o n a l  mtibodia that bind f d o u c o f ~  
to a molecule on the surfre of strm cells thus leaving rbc 

gene theraw* identified uCDM. T~ICother CO- m y  m a n s  Prod--
theramtic cell of isolating stem ceUs using the CD34antigen i t  m l d  disrupt some 

expn;ion are a h  that yields r cell colkctim rubsunti.lly fme of of cur invcsaigatoa' 
mom mature lymph or mrmrr cells. ~ " I b c ~ 

affected. Dr. Bi l l  Bendngn, rmarcher in the Dr. Scoa Rowlq, 
Center's Clinicrl R e s m e h  Division and m whohdtdm'Thenhasto bea inventor o f  the C e l l h  device. k l i e v a  that cyaMblog-

balance between such a brord patent is the mlof the problem. tory,vhnebothths 
"It ha* i m p l i u t i m  beyandthis case." he Cellpro rymmmdallowing 

says. "Whole vcrr of r d such as gene B u t d r  compring commercini thmpy. thmputic cell expmnon u e  llso Isokx ysrcm m med 
development and afimed. for c l in iu l  aids, sap 

'7hmhar ta be a b a l m  betwen alloaring the Cenm is conduct-granting such 
commmial developmefit and gnnting such ing threec l in ia l  airlr

broadly bmdly incnprrced righu uto main re- usingthe CetlRo 
interpreted rights search." device, md lnaha is" 

Despite CellPm's contention that the plmncdIS  to restrict 
Hoptins' patent w u  invalid, in Jrnary 1992 If CellRo Wkd 
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Device was anticipated to be first 'home runflicensed by Center 

Washington and system. but that would take time and s d y  G I W s  ability to sell its device." she says. 
PATENT 1 1  Swedish Medical q u i r e  additional negouatlons." In ~ [ c i n g  Shahla m step In. CelIRo is seelung 

Center on a kidney In ternu of financial impxu on che Center. protanon unda a pmnsion of the Bayh-Dole continurdfra! 3 
msplant  study Hennings u y s  the CeliPm device w u  mUa- Act of 1980. That law is widely crc&led wlth 

that uses the CellRo system. paled to be the tint "home mn" licensed by the launclng Ihc U.S.biwchnology lndusuy by 
"It would k vey dirrupuve lf CellPm could Center with the potenud Of genmung mUioru allowing aademc instimuons to own and patent 

no longer provide the columns." Hanscn says. of dollur in roylltia. technologies devcioped with fedcnl funding. 
Thcoeorrucally, we could switch to the Buter T h e  Center hua signif~cant intemt In To pWat taxpayen' rrsucFh invesmcnr the , bill's rutbar intcned r provision oilen rcfermd 

I 
to u in righa." Unda thhprovision. 
the gomameat cUim h e  right to step in if a 
ti- is not mmmadrlidng a uzhnology 
f u t  e m &  aif there is r compelling public 

I i n t a u t  
Hcening: =;1thu in h e  17 gears sirice tkr' Bayh-Dole Act was p u r c d  the govcmment has 

never ex& it8 %mrcWa"righu. 
Wb*ba tbe gommmt should inta-vene IU 

t b i s h i , u i r ~ o f h c r t c d d e b u e ~ n r b c  
admk cDmmtraig.Tcdmology uansfcr 
profesdoarlrdiffersimply how such &on 
Wodd &CCL ccchnology ticasing. 

S o m c w b e m m t l y d c w u a a ~ m d  
@ d r b r t i f t h ~ t d o a * m r r s h i n , "  
it willhave a chillinge f fa  on tshnology 
r n n r f ~ . 7 h c a r g W m t p r b u i f & ~  
rucEerds wmpmh viu k rclnaant to License 
techwlogiu denlopd rt fcdarily funded 

: inStiMio(u. 
/ OthmuychCeURocucisjustthecypeof 

sinurjon tbe law's r u t h  bad ia mind when 
hey included tbe 'din"pmvisicm. Adding 
crrdemcto that vim is the fact that the 18-page 
letter fmn CclPm m Smcury Shalllr was 
prepad lad signal by former U.S.Sen. Birch 
Dryb -aucba of rbe law. 

Without E O ~ ~ C I I ~ ~ ~on rbe maits of either 
PW'S CZS% the -ICT NpPanr &llh 'S  
=I-

In r letter to Stuhh, Drs. R o k n  Day. Cent& 
pmideat and dirrcca,and Lee HunveU. 
prrridemand dLcaor-designate. exprcu this 
mpPar rmdY. 

'At r -" the I- states. "we believe 
it is inambeat upon ck apurmUrt  of Hulrb  
and H- Mcud lrNational Insututu 
of Halth toamm thu r commac~allyw n -
abk l i a m e  under tklohas H o p b  patcots a 
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