READER’S VIEW

Jerome couple exemplifies
Americans’ volunteer service

Fredand -
Carol Fender
ofJerome
have made
taking care of
our nation’s
publiclandsa
cornerstone
of their retire-
ment years.
Theyarea
model forusall.

Asvolunteers at the Bu-
reau of Land Management’s
Mackay Reservoir Recre-
ation Site for the past eight
years, they have greeted the
public, educated visitors and
undertaken maintenance
and cleaning projects. To-
gether, theyhave donated
more than12,000 hours, the
equivalent of six years of 40-
hour work weeks.

Volunteerslike the Fend-
ersare aprimary reason
America’s parks, refuges, na-
tional forests and other pub-
liclands are among the finest
inthe world. Rain or shine,
they quietly performalabor
oflove withno reward other
than the joy of serving others
and taking care of their
country’s treasures. They
know that one person can
make adifference.

The U.S. Department of
the Interior has launched the
“Take Pride in America”
program, anational partner-
ship to empower volunteers
from every part of America
toimprove parks, refuges,
recreation areas and cultural
and historical sites on feder-
al,state and locallands. The
program will inspire citizen
stewardship through abold
and innovative communica-
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Kem pthorne C orps volun-
teer service ini-
tiative, the program also will
work with governors and oth-
er partnerstolaunch volun-
teer conservationprojects.

There is aplace for virtu-
ally every American in this
program, which is modeled
after the original “Take
Pride” program begunin the
1980s. During the program’s
six-year existence, Ameri-
cans volunteered more than
10 million hours to restore
publiclands.

Many state, county and
municipal governments and
service organizations have
signed onas formal Take
Pride partners.

For the park ranger,
refuge manager, forester or
other federal or state land
manager, these volunteers
arenot just valuable, they
areincreasingly essential.

The Interior Department,
for example, now manages
nearly one in every five
acres in America, from Yel-
lowstone to the Everglades
tothe Statue of Liberty. With
more and more people visit-
ing these lands every year,
weneed more Americans to
follow the Fenders’ lead.

Take Pride in America
will recognize outstanding
volunteers. People who do-
nate their time and labor will

receiveavolunteer service
certificate after100 hours of
service,an award from the
appropriate federal agency
after 2,000 hours,and an
award from the appropriate
Cabinet secretary after
3,000 hours. Volunteers, like
the Fenders, who donate
4,000 public servicehoursin
aTake Pride endeavorbe-
come eligible for the new
Presidential Take Pride in
America Award.

The new initiative will
also create aMaster Volun-
teers Program, enlisting the
specialized skills and talents
of experienced profession-
als to help mentor youthand
volunteer groups.

Inaddition, it will take ad-
vantage of the Internet. A
new Take Pride Website
will be updated daily to pro-
vide partnership opportuni-
ties and ongoing success sto-
ries. We hope that it will be-
come the hub of a Take Pride
community in cyberspace.

We are confident the Take
Pride program will succeed
because the American peo-
plearethe world’s most en-
thusiastic volunteers. Any-
one whoisinterested inthe
program can find further in-
formationat
www.takepride.gov.

‘Working together, we will
embrace the messageinthe
program’s slogan: “It’s your
land —lend ahand!”

GaleNortonissecretaryofthe
interior.Idaho Gov. Dirk
Kempthorne isco-chairmanoj
Take Pridein America’s Coun-
cilof Governors.


http://www.takevride.gov

