Goal and Objectives

The fundamental goal of this vision is to advance U.S. scientific, security, and
economic interests through a robust space exploration program. In support of
this goal, the United States will:

e Implement a sustained and affordable human and robotic program to
explore the solar system and beyond;

e Extend human presence across the solar system, starting with a human
return to the Moon before the year 2020, in preparation for human
exploration of Mars and other destinations;

e Develop the innovative technologies, knowledge, and infrastructures both to
explore and to support decisions about the destinations for human
exploration; and

e Promote international and commercial participation in exploration to further
U.S. scientific, security, and economic interests.



