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GLSC Strategic Review and Administrative Review Agenda
* Sessions open to all Center staff

Monday, February 23, 2004 (at the GLSC)

9:00-2:00 Regional review of Center science management files
1:00-1:30  Administrative Panel meet with Center Director
1:30-2:00 Administrative Panel meet with Center Director and Administrative Staff
2:00-5:00 Administrative review (Administrative Panel)
2:00-3:00 Management Panel in-briefing (David Bornholdt)
3:00-5:00 Facility tour (Management Panel, Administrative Panel)
5:00-6:00  Additional discussions as needed
Tuesday, February 24, 2004 (Administrative at GLSC, all other activities at Crowne Plaza)
8:00-5:00  Administrative review (Administrative Panel)
8:00-9:00 Management Panel members’ non-review work time
*9:00-9:30 Introductions (David Bornholdt, Leon Carl)
* 9:30-11:30 Overview & Perspectives, Eastern Region Office
Regional Perspective (Suzette Kimball, Bonnie McGregor)
National Perspective (Susan Haseltine)
Question and answer period
* 11:30-1:00  Lunch
*1:00-1:30 Center Vision (Leon Carl)
*1:30-2:00 Center Management (Geraldine Cooksey)
*2:00-2:30 Facilities and Safety (Charles Wootke, Carol Edsall)
*2:30-3:00 Research Vessels (Joseph Walters)
3:00-6:00 Management Panel Discussions (closed; Review Team)
*6:00-7:30 Social (posters, cash bar; ALL INVITED)
Wednesday, February 25, 2004 (Administrative at GLSC, all other activities at Crowne Plaza)
8:00-9:00 Management Panel members’ non-review work time

8:00-5:00 Administrative review (Administrative Panel)

* 9:00-9:30  Biological Informatics (Scott Nelson)
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*9:30-10:00
*10:00-10:30
*10:30-11:00
*11:00-11:30
*11:30-12:00
* 12:00-1:00
*1:00-2:00
*2:00-2:30

2:30-3:00

3:00-6:00

Contaminant Biology (James Hickey)

Break

Terrestrial, Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems (Douglas Wilcox)
Fisheries: Aquatic And Endangered Resources (James Johnson)
Invasive Species (S. Jerrine Nichols)

Lunch

Status & Trends: Deep Water Science Program (Jacqueline Savino)

GLSC Field Stations: Problems, Prospects, and Potential (Richard Whitman, Jason Stockwell)

One-On-One discussions

Management Panel discussions (closed; Review Team)

Thursday, February 26, 2004 (Administrative at GLSC, all other activities at Crowne Plaza)

8:00- 9:00

8:00-5:00

*9:00- 9:30

* 9:30-10:00

*10:00-10:30

*10:30-11:30

* 11:30-1:00

*1:00-2:00

2:00-3:30

3:30-6:00

Management Panel members’ non-review work time
Administrative review (Administrative Panel)

Sea Lamprey Control
Hammond Bay Biological Station (Roger Bergstedt)

Communicating Our Science (Thomas Todd)
Internal, External

Break

New Directions/Partnerships

Lunch

One-On-Ones

Management Panel discussions (closed), closeout preparation

Staff closeout preparation

Friday, February 27, 2004 (Administrative at GLSC, all other activities at Crowne Plaza)

7:00-8:00

8:00-9:00

9:00-10:00

*10:00-12:00

Breakfast close-out (Leon Carl, Suzette Kimball, David Bornholdt)
Management Panel members non-review work time
Close-out for Center Directorate (David Bornholdt, Suzette Kimball, Leon Carl)

Center close-out, questions and answers (Management panel, all staff)

1-2



Great Lakes Science Center
Center Review Panel

Dr. Ione Taylor

Deputy Regional Director

U.S. Geological Survey, Office of the Regional
Director, Eastern Region

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192

Phone: 703-648-6403

Mr. David Bornholdt, Chair

Deputy Regional Executive for Biology

U.S. Geological Survey, Office of the Regional
Executive for Biology, Eastern Region

11649 Leetown Road

Kearneysville, WV 25430

Phone: 304-724-4502

Dr. Doran Mason

Research Ecologist
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Great Lakes Science Center Overview

Mission

The Great Lakes Science Center
(GLSC) meets the Nation’s need for
scientific information for restoring,
enhancing, managing, and protecting
the living resources and their habitats
in the Great Lakes. Since 1927 the
Center’s research has provided
critical information for the sound
management of Great Lakes fish
populations and other important
natural resources (e.g. coastal
wetlands and aquatic biota) in the
basin.

GLSC staff have a wealth of expertise
in fish stock assessment and
community dynamics, aquatic habitat
and food web interactions, nearshore
and coastal wetlands ecology,
terrestrial ecology, and exotic species.

Alake trout, a valuable Great Lakes
sport, commercial and tribal fish.

The USGS, as the science arm of
the Department of Interior, is
federally mandated to conduct
fishery research on the Great
Lakes. The GLSC operates five
large research vessels, one on each
lake. The vessels are equipped for
fish population assessment studies,
as well as for limnological and
habitat sampling.

Scientific Capabilities

The GLSC uses an interdisciplinary
approach, teams, and collaboration to
provide the information needed to
solve the complex biological issues
(e.g., exotic species impacts) and
natural resource management problems

(e.g., fisheries allocations)
facing the Great Lakes.
Working in partnership
with resource management
agencies, GLSC provides
unbiased scientific
information on Great
Lakes biological and
habitat resources, and
determines the
effectiveness of resource
management and
ecological restoration
efforts. All eight Great

Long-term Fishery Research

The GLSC is federally mandated
to conduct long-term studies on
the fisheries resources of the
Great Lakes. The Center has a
long history of partnerships and
interactions with state, tribal, and U.S
and Canadian federal agencies. Each
year the GLSC performs annual fish
stock assessments to provide these
agencies with the information they
require to manage the fisheries.

tCH
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Resource managers use information on prey fish abun-
dance to establish fishing quotas and stocking levels of

game fish.
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The Center operates research vessels for fisheries and habitat research.
Lakes states, tribal fishery (®/VKiyi)
management authorities,

Canadian federal and

provincial authorities and U.S. federal
partners are the Center’s main
cooperators.

Other GLSC priorities include:

# Prey fish assessments for managing
trout, salmon, and whitefish fisheries.

#Population dynamics and habitat
ecology of native fishes with
emphasis on lake trout restoration.

#Ecological effects of exotic species
(zebra mussels, ruffe, gobies and sea

lamprey).

# Predictive modeling to assist
managers in their development of
harvest quotas, stocking decisions,
and the protection of sustainable
fisheries.

4 Chemical stressor interferences to
trophic transfer processes in food and
energy webs.

+ Contaminant trends in lake trout and
walleye and their major prey.

#Global climate change and effects of
water level fluctuations on aquatic
organisms and their habitats.
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Field Locations

The Center is located on the
North Campus of the University
of Michigan where two-thirds of
its 100 staff members are
located. Eight field stations are
located throughout the Great
Lakes basin. Extensive
laboratories are located at the
Center and its field stations.
Two field stations, located at
Munising, MI and Porter, IN

R/V Musky 11 operates from this
station, with coordinated annual
surveys conducted in the westemn
and central basins.

Lake Ontario Biological Station,
Oswego, NY

Primary research at this station
involves assessing prey fishes to
determine Lake Ontario's capacity to
support stocked trout and salmon
and evaluate restoration of naturally

. reproducing lake trout. Lake
focus on coastal issues of research is based offof the R/V
g(:rl\fies: to the National Park Kaho, which is closely coordinated
) with jurisdictional and academic
Lake Superior Biological Station, ~ PAT0eTS.
Ashland, WI
The home of the R/V Kiyi, the Cheboygan Vessel Base,
Center’s newest and largest rescarch ~ Cheboygan, MI
vessel, this station focuses its The Cheboygan Vessel Base
research on the biology, population ~ Provides primary research vessel
dynamics, stock delineation, and capability aboard the R/V Grayling
across Lake Huron.
The R/V Siscowet is
temporarily servicing
Lake Michigan from
Cheboygan and will be
Muni replaced by the R’V
Biclogca Sturgeon when
renovations are
complete. A primary
research activity is
b,  assessingthe forage base
) Bidogica Qation  for salmonids and other
T g ﬁsh@s of economic
of Aquatic Siencs 1mportance.
gﬂ: Lﬁ"gﬁ on ;;Zg il Ston Tunison Laboratory of
Aquatic Science,
Cortland, NY
The Tunison Laboratory conducts
yield prediction of Lake Superior research to foster sound management
fishes with emphasis on lake trout, and stewardship of aquatic

lake herring, and other forage fishes,
as well as on the ecological effects
of the invading ruffe on native
species and ecosystems.

Lake Erie Biological Station,
Sandusky, OH

Research focuses on changes in the
population dynamics of walleye,
yellow perch, lake trout and other
key predator and forage species. The

ecosystems and assist in restoring
depleted species, such as the Atlantic
salmon, in the watersheds of Lake
Ontario and the St. Lawrence River.

Hammond Bay Biological Station,
Millersburg, MI

Research at the Hammond Bay
Biological Station focuses on

development of alternative methods
of controlling sea lamprey
populations, refinement of existing
methods, and on the effects of sea
lampreys on Great Lakes fishes. The
station participates in a formal
research partnership with the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission and
Michigan State University.

Lake Michigan Ecological Station,
Porter, IN

Scientists at this station focus on
issues relevant to public lands, trust
species, and shared natural
resources. Research is often a joint
venture with other agencies such as
the National Park Service, U.S. EPA,
regional universities, and state
agencies. Research includes long-
term studies on population trends
and changes within aquatic and
terrestrial biological communities,
analysis of the effectiveness of
prescribed bums to maintain oak/
savanna habitat, effects of
contaminants on plants and animals,
and studies on endangered and
invasive species.

Munising Biological Station,
Munising, MI

This station focuses on studies of
disturbance regimes of Great Lakes
coastal vegetation with an emphasis
on exotic species, fire ecology in
boreal forests and sand dune
dynamics.

Crewat work on the R/VKiyi



Great Lakes Science Center History

History

The Great Lakes Science Cen-
ter (GLSC) traces its beginnings to
1871 when Congress, by joint
resolution, established the United
States Fish Commission and
charged it with responsibility for
investigations and inquiries con-
cerning studies on the biological
and physical problems of food
fishes along the coasts and in the
lakes of the United States. In addi-
tion, it was charged with conduct-
ing studies on fishing methods,
compilation of fish catch and trade
statistics, as well as the introduc-
tion and propagation of “useful
food-fishes” throughout the nation.

Initial investigations in the
Great Lakes began in 1871 in Lake
Michigan - the Lake with the long-
est shoreline within the United
States and the largest number of

In 1932, a scientist weighs and
measures chubs and lake trout.
GLSC scientists do similar work
today.

fisheries. The Fish Commission
sponsored numerous independent
studies in the Great Lakes through-
out the late 19" and early 20"
Century. These studies included
fish stock assessments, basic

biology, fish feeding, limnology,
general ecology, and fish propaga-
tion. By Act of February 14"
1903, the U.S. Fish Commission
and the Office of the Commis-
sioner of Fish and Fisheries was
placed in the newly created De-
partment of Commerce and Labor
and renamed the U.S. Bureau of
Fisheries. In 1913, the Department
of Labor was separated from the
Department of Commerce that re-
tained the U.S. Bureau of Fisher-
ies. Beginning in 1917, the Bu-
reau of Fisheries funded a continu-
ous series of studies. Walter Koelz
compiled commercial fishery sta-
tistics and ultimately published a
milestone monograph on white-
fishes of the Great Lakes. His as-
sistant, John Van Oosten, con-
ducted pioneering work on the age
and growth of key Great Lakes
species.

In 1927, the U.S Fish Commis-

| sion established the Great Lakes

Fishery Investigations as the pro-

. gram for Great Lakes fishery re-

search that now resides at the
GLSC, with John Van Oosten as
its Director (numerous mentions in
reports of the Bureau of Fisheries,
1927-1939). This program was
started as a consequence of the fu-
ror generated by the collapse of the
cisco fishery in Lake Erie in 1925.
In 1939, the Department of Com-
merce’s U.S. Bureau of Fisheries
was transferred to the Department
of Interior along with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Bureau of
Biological Survey to form the Fish
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and Wildlife Service within the
Department of Interior (DOI).

By 1955, sea lamprey work at
the Great Lakes laboratory was
conducted under the authority of
the Great Lakes Fishery Conven-
tion of 1954 in collaboration with

The crew and staff of the Fulmar, the
Center’s first research vessel, in
1932. Dr. John Van Oosten is at the
far right.

the Great Lakes Fishery Commis-
sion. The Fish and Wildlife Act of
1956 created the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) in DOI
as well as its two bureaus, the Bu-
reau of Commercial Fisheries and
the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife. The Act declares a Na-
tional Fishery Policy that recog-
nizes the Nation’s fish, shellfish,
and wildlife as a valuable renew-
able natural resource. The fishery
investigations in the Great Lakes
were transferred to the Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries, and, in
1959, were renamed the Great
Lakes Biological Laboratory.

An Executive Order by Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon in 1970
transferred some of the fisheries
activities of the Bureau of Com-
mercial Fisheries to the newly es-
tablished National Oceanographic



and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) in the Department of
Commerce. Most specifically, all
freshwater fishery functions and re-
search, especially those relating to
the Great Lakes, remained with the
Department of Interior and were re-

The Center operates research vessels for
fisheries and habitat research. (R/V Grayling)

named the Great Lakes Fishery
Laboratory. In 1970, the Great
Lakes Fishery Laboratory con-
ducted research across all the Great
Lakes in the areas of: fish stock as-
sessment; fish population dynamics;
zooplankton and phytoplankton dis-
tribution and abundance; physical
limnology; benthic invertebrate dis-
tribution and abundance; food webs
and fish feeding ecology; nutrient
dynamics and bioenergetics; inva-
sive species; habitat degradation
and ecology; contaminants; fish tag-
ging; fish physiology; and biomet-
rics.

The Great Lakes Fishery Labo-
ratory continued its mandate for
biological research under the Bu-
reau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
until 1974 when the Bureau was
wrapped into the general structure
of the USFWS. The Laboratory re-
named the National Fisheries Re-
search Center — Great Lakes in
1987. During the 1980s the Center
added wetlands work to its research
areas.

The biological research func-
tions of the Department of Interior
were reorganized by Secretarial Or-

der in September 1993 under the
newly created National Biological

its biological mandates. These ap-
propriations clearly demonstrate the

Survey (NBS, renamed the National relevance of fisheries research at

Biological Service in 1995). The

the federal level and provide for the

biological research functions of the continuance of the Great Lakes
USFWS and the National Park Ser- fisheries research program in DOI/
vice (NPS) in the Great Lakes were USGS/BRD.

/ ]\

consolidated under the management

of the National Fisheries Research
Center - Great Lakes that was re-
named the Great Lakes Science
Center in 1994. The addition of bi-
ologists from NPS expanded
GLSC’s research capabilities into
terrestrial and wetland ecosystems
and augmented the previous pro-
grams that had existed at the Cen-
ter.

A protected embayment wetland

A House-Senate Conference
Committee directed the merger of
NBS into the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey in their Report of Sept. 21,
1995 to be effective in fiscal year
1996. The former NBS became the
Biological Resources Division
(BRD, later Discipline) of USGS.
Reorganizations within USGS gave
the GLSC a field station at Cort-
land, New York (Tunison Labora-
tory of Aquatic Science), as well as
the loss of one of the former NPS
field stations at International Falls,
Minnesota.

The diverse biological work of
the GLSC continues under a num-
ber of pertinent authorities. Con-
gress has authorized several addi-
tional appropriations to the
GLSC’s base budget in the last few
fiscal years to allow it to carry out
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Contacts:

Leon Carl, Director
Thomas Todd,

Acting Assistant Director
Great Lakes Science Center
1451 Green Rd.

Ann Arbor, Mi 48105
Phone: 734-994-3331

Fax: 734-994-8780

Email: Icarl@usgs.gov
Email: thomas_todd@usgs.gov

GLSC Website:
www.glsc.usgs.gov



Great Lakes Science Center Historical Time Line

1871 — U.S. Fish Commission formed — Spencer Baird, first Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries
1872 — U.S. Fish Commission initiates propagation work with Great Lakes whitefish.

1880 — 1895 U.S. Fish Commission opens whitefish hatcheries in Alpena, MI, Duluth, MN,
Put-in-Bay, OH, Cape St. Vincent, NY, Detroit and Sault Ste. Marie, MI.

1901 — U.S. Fish Commission research vessel Shearwater on the Great Lakes.

1903 — U.S. Fish Commission merged into the new Department of Commerce and Labor and renamed the
U.S. Bureau of Fisheries.

1920 — Walter Koelz hired by U.S. Bureau of Fisheries to compile information on Great Lakes fisheries.
Housed in Museum of Zoology, the University of Michigan.

1921 — John Van Oosten hired as assistant to Walter Koelz

1925 — John Van Oosten takes charge of fisheries investigations for the U.S. Bureau of Fisheries when
Walter Koelz leaves on an Arctic expedition.

1927 — 1. U.S. Bureau of Fisheries officially forms a research team under the direction of John Van
Oosten, Great Lakes Fishery Investigations, in response to the collapse of the lake herring
fishery in Lake Erie.

2. Walter Koelz completes his monograph, “Coregonid Fishes of the Great Lakes” published
in 1929.

1928 — 1. Research vessel Shearwater sent to eastern Lake Erie by U.S. Bureau of Fisheries.

2. Institute for Fisheries Research founded at the University of Michigan with Walter Koelz as its
first Ichthyologist — a state funded agency.

1930 — Research vessel Fulmar acquired for fishery and limnology studies on Lake Michigan.

1940 — Bureau of Fisheries and Bureau of Biological Survey are merged by Presidential Plan to form the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

1950 — 1. James W. Moffett becomes Chief of Great Lakes Fishery Investigations.
2. Sea lamprey control work becomes a major focus.
3. Great Lakes Fishery Investigations moves out of the Museum of Zoology to headquarters on
the central campus of the University of Michigan.

1951 — R/V Cisco becomes the first federal designed and dedicated for aquatic research on the Great Lakes.

1952 — Establishment of field stations at Hammond Bay, M1, Marquette, MI and Sturgeon Bay, WI for
sea lamprey research and control

1956 — 1. Great Lakes Fishery Commission created and housed with Great Lakes Fishery Investigations.
Norm Baldwin is first Secretary of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission.
2. Fish and Wildlife Act creates the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and the Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Great Lakes Fishery
Investigations are assigned to the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries.

1957 — Establishment of field stations for aquatic research at Sandusky, OH with research vessel (R/V)
Musky and Ashland, WI with R/V Siscowet.
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1959 — Great Lakes Fishery Investigations changes its name to Great Lakes Biological Laboratory.

1961 — R/V Kaho constructed for aquatic research on the Great Lakes. Vessel base established at
Saugatuck, MI for the R/Vs Cisco and Kaho.

1965 — Great Lakes Biological Laboratory moves to a new, modern facility on Green Road on the northern
periphery of the University of Michigan campus.

1967 — George Harry becomes Director of the Great Lakes Biological Laboratory.
1970 — Howard Tait becomes Director of the renamed Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory
1975 — Joseph Kutkuhn becomes Director of the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory.

1977 — R/V Grayling constructed is constructed for aquatic research on the Great Lakes and is stationed
at a new vessel base in Cheboygan, MI.

1978 — Establishment of a field station at Oswego, NY with research vessel R/V Kaho.

1982 — Bernhard Griswold Becomes Director of the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory.

1984 — John Stanley becomes Director of the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory.

1986 — Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory is renamed the National Fisheries Center-Great Lakes.

1987 — National Fisheries Center-Great Lakes is renamed National Fisheries Research Center-Great Lakes.

1993 — Biological research positions and science centers in the Department of Interior are transferred to the
National Biological Survey, a new Department of Interior agency.

1994 — National Fisheries Research Center-Great Lakes is renamed Great Lakes Science Center.
1995 — National Biological Survey is renamed National Biological Service.
1996 — 1. Gregory Smith becomes Director of the Great Lakes Science Center.
2. National Biological Service is merged into U.S. Geological Survey as the Biological Research
Division.

1997 — Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic Science joins the Great Lakes Science Center. The Lab was
founded in 1930 by an Act of Congress.

1998 — Nancy Milton becomes Director of the Great Lakes Science Center.

2002 — 1. R/V Kiyi is built for Lake Superior and is docked in Ashland, WI.
2. Overhaul of the R/V Sturgeon, scheduled for 2004 completion.

2003 — Leon Carl becomes Director of the Great Lakes Science Center
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Great Lakes Science Center
Staffing Plan Update

January, 2004
Center Director
Leon Garl
- l |
ecretanal Suppo ISTal Western Basin
M. Murphy, Secretary Center Director Ecosystems Branch Wessel Coordinalor
. T. Todd y F Vacancy
A. Elkins, OAA J. Sawino, Acting BC
B I Maii telrl : Lake SlIJDBI'I'UI' Lake Michiglan Section
Computer Services aintenance Statistical : ! 4
5. Netson, SL . Woatke, SL Support Biokogical Station J. Savino, Acting SL
D Benes, CS T_Gbson MW Adars & Sl donai Cib C Madenjian, RFB  Vacancy, RFB
Vacancy, G5 (Term) +- slockwell, RFB D. Warner, RFB
L. Zhang. SCEP D. Yule, RFB T. Desorcie, BT
B. Melson, CW 13 Gholnsl BT J. Holuszko, BT (Tarm)
Managemant Vacancy, CW Vacancy, AT
Vacancy ; L. Evrard, BT
acancy, GV . 5. Moora, FB (Term) Lake Huron Section
Administration M. MeCann, SO J. Schasffer, Acting SL
G. Cooksey, Acting AD Vacancy, MMR Seasanal Vacancy, RFB Vacancy, RFB
T K. Peterscn, Cook A. Shakoor, SCEF  C. Faul, BT
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Authorities of the Biological Resources Discipline, U.S. Geological Survey

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1934 (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) authorizes the Secretary to prepare plans to
protect wildlife resources, to conduct surveys on public lands, and to accept funds or lands for related purposes;
authorizes the investigation and reporting of proposed Federal actions that affect the development, protection,
rearing, and stocking of all species of wildlife and their habitat in controlling losses, minimizing damages, and
providing recommendations to minimize impacts on fish and wildlife resources.

Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742(a)-742d, 742e-742j-2) authorizes the Secretary to conduct
investigations, prepare and disseminate information, and make periodic reports to the public regarding the
availability and abundance and the biological requirements of fish and wildlife resources; provides a comprehensive
national fish and wildlife policy and authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to take steps required for the
development, management, advancement, conservation, and protection of fisheries and wildlife resources through
research, acquisition of refuge lands, development of existing facilities, and other means.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 U.S.C. 703-711) implements four international treaties that
individually affect migratory birds common to the United States, Canada, Mexico, Japan, and the former Soviet
Union. This Act establishes Federal responsibility for protection and management of migratory and nongame birds,
including the establishment of season length based on scientific information relative to zones of temperature,
distribution, abundance, breeding habits and times and lines of migratory flight of migratory birds. It also establishes
the Secretary of the Interior's responsibility for bag limits, and other hunting regulations, and issuance of permits to
band, possess or otherwise make use of migratory birds.

Migratory Bird Conservation Act title of the Act of May 26, 1900, (16 U.S.C. 715) establishes the Migratory
Bird Conservation Commission; authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to conduct investigations and publish
documents related to North American birds.

Cooperative Research and Training Units (16 U.S.C. 753a, (as amended)) authorizes the Secretary of the
Interior to enter into cooperative agreements with colleges and universities, State fish and game agencies, and
nonprofit organizations for the purpose of developing adequate, coordinated, cooperative research and training
programs for fish and wildlife resources.

Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq., Sections 113 and
307(a)) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to conduct investigations, studies, and experiments involving the
management, protection, development, acquisition, and conveying of public lands; and to prepare and maintain
inventories of all public land resources.

U.S. Geological Survey Organic Act of March 3, 1879, as amended (43 U.S.C. 31 et seq.) authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to publish geological and economic maps which illustrate the resources and classifications
of the lands and to publish reports upon general and economic geology and paleontology.

Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531-1543) provides for the conservation of threatened
and endangered species of fish, wildlife, and plants; and authorizes establishment of cooperative agreements and
grants-in-aid to States that establish and maintain active and adequate programs for endangered and threatened
wildlife and plants.

Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361-1362, 1372-1384, 1401-1407) establishes
a responsibility to conserve marine mammals with management authority vested in the Department of the Interior
for the sea otter, walrus, polar bear, dugong, and manatee.

Great Lakes Fishery Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 931-939) implements the Convention on Great Lakes Fisheries
between the United States and Canada; authorizes construction, operation, and maintenance of sea lamprey control
works; and established the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission.

Fish-Rice Rotation Farming Program Act of 1958 (16 U.S.C. 778-778d) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior
to establish experimental stations for research and experimentation to determine species of fish most suitable for
culture on a commercial basis in shallow reservoirs and flooded rice lands and to develop methods for the control of
parasites and diseases. Authorizes the acquisition of lands and construction of facilities, cooperation with States and
others, and dissemination of research results.

National Aquaculture Act of 1980 (16 U.S.C. 2801-2810) directs the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the
development of a National Aquaculture Development Plan and authorizes research, development, and other
activities to encourage the development of aquaculture in the United States.
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Federal Environmental Pesticide Control Act of 1972 amending the 1947 Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Control Act (7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.) establishes a program for controlling the sale and distribution of
"economic poisons;" requires registration of pesticides to avoid unreasonable adverse affects to humans or the
environment.

Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990, (16 U.S.C. 4701) establishes a Federal
program to prevent introduction of and to control the spread of introduced aquatic nuisance species and the brown
tree snake.

National Park Service Organic Act, as amended and supplemented (16 U.S.C. 1-4, 17j-2, 18f, 431-433, 461-
467) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to investigate, study, and continually monitor the welfare of areas whose
resources exhibit qualities of national significance and which may have potential for inclusion in the National Park
System. In addition, the Secretary is directed to submit a "National Park System Plan," which constitutes a
professional guide for the identification of natural themes of the United States and is revised annually.

Clean Air Act Amendments of 1977, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7418; 42 U.S.C. 7470, et seq.) requires Federal
facilities to comply with air quality standards to the same extent as nongovernmental entities; and establishes
requirements to prevent significant deterioration of air quality and in particular, to preserve air quality in national
parks, national wilderness areas, national monuments, and national seashores.

Water Resources Development Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) authorizes a program for planning,
construction, and evaluation of measures for fish and wildlife habitat rehabilitation and enhancement; cooperative
effort and mutual assistance for use, protection, growth, and development of the Upper Mississippi River system;
implementation of a long-term resource monitoring program; and implementation of a computerized inventory and
analysis system.

Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) provides enhanced capabilities for oil spill response and natural
resource damage assessment. Includes the identification of ecologically sensitive areas and the preparation of
scientific monitoring and evaluation plans. Research is to be directed and coordinated by the National Wetlands
Research Center.

Coastal Barrier Resources Act of 1982 (16 U.S.C. 3501) designates various underdeveloped coastal barrier
islands, depicted by specific maps for inclusion in the Coastal Barrier Resources System.

Outdoor Recreation Programs Act (16 U.S.C. 460-1(f)) authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to sponsor, engage
in, and assist in research relating to outdoor recreation, directly or by contract or cooperative agreements, and make
payments for such purposes; undertake studies and assemble information concerning outdoor recreation; and
cooperate with educational institutions and others in order to assist in establishing education programs and activities
to encourage public use and benefits from outdoor recreation.

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331) authorizes the Secretary to prescribe rules and
regulations to provide for the prevention of waste and conservation of the natural resources of the OCS; to conduct
geological and geophysical explorations of the OCS; and to study any region in any gas and oil lease sale to obtain
information necessary for assessment and management of environmental impacts on human, marine, and coastal
areas which may be affected by oil and gas development on such areas.



Draft Strategic Science Plan
Great Lakes Science Center

Mission

Advancing scientific knowledge and providing scientific information for restoring, enhancing, managing, and
protecting the living resources and their habitats in the Great Lakes basin ecosystem.

Background

The Great Lakes Science Center (GLSC) is a biological research center of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). The
GLSC works directly with management agencies and key stakeholders to provide the critical biological and
ecological information needed to protect biological resources in the Great Lakes region. The GLSC responds to
research and information needs of the two sovereign nations, eight states, the Province of Ontario, and Native
American tribes that are found within the Great Lakes basin. The Center’s research spans a range of topics
including fish populations and communities, aquatic habitats, nearshore and coastal communities, terrestrial ecology
and the biological processes that occur in the complex Great Lakes ecosystem. The GLSC’s long-term data sets are
a powerful tool for studying Great Lakes processes on broad spatial and temporal scales. The Center’s science plan
focuses on developing a forward-looking approach in main themes such as: the development of effective monitoring
programs and indicators of ecosystem change in both offshore and coastal ecosystems; theme areas of critical need
such as the role of thiamine deficiency in aquatic ecosystems; initiatives to improve biological resources within the
Huron-Erie Corridor; and emerging issues such as aquatic and terrestrial invasive species.

The GLSC traces its origins to 1871 when Congress, by joint resolution, established the United States Fish
Commission and charged it with responsibility for investigations and inquiries concerning the supply of food fishes
of the coasts and lakes of the United States and the determination of protective, prohibitory, or precautionary
measures to be adopted. Initial investigations began in 1871 in Lake Michigan, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and its two Bureaus, the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries and the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
evolved from these early investigations. The current GLSC was established in 1927 as the Great Lakes Biological
Laboratory, with John Van Oosten as its Director. This program was started as a consequence of the furor generated
by the collapse of the cisco fishery in Lake Erie in 1925. The Great Lakes Science Center has resided in the
Department of Interior since 1939, but has changed bureaus and undergone several name changes over the last half
century.

The headquarters of the GLSC is located on the North Campus of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. The
GLSC has about 40 researchers and 60 support staff. About half of the Center's staff are located in Ann Arbor and
half are located at the Center's field stations. Strategic placement of the Center's field operations facilitates research
conducted over this large geographic area. The Center has four field stations, one vessel base, and three field
station/vessel base combinations dispersed throughout the Great Lakes Basin. Research support for ongoing
projects is provided through the headquarters location.

Unique among USGS centers is the fleet of large vessels that the GLSC maintains and employs. These vessels,
which range in length from 45 to 107 feet, are well-equipped for population assessment and limnological studies in
the Great Lakes. Equipment on these vessels includes wet laboratories, trawls, gillnets, larval fish tow nets,
equipment for limnological and contaminant sampling, hydroacoustical fish-detection systems, and Loran C/GPS
navigation computer systems for the precise location of sampling stations. The Center has side-scan sonar and a
remotely operated vehicle.

A major strength of the GLSC are the long-term databases, especially of forage fish in each of the Great Lakes,
accumulated by Center researchers during 50 years of surveys. These continue to be an important source of
information on the dramatic changes that have occurred and continue to occur in the Great Lakes ecosystem.
Database management is also growing in content, capability, and accessibility to provide managers with reliable and
unbiased information necessary for making management decisions in the region. Many of our research studies build
on these databases, complementing assessments of the resource in a community and ecosystem context. Synthesis
activities using interdisciplinary approaches or creating predictive models are now essential for moving the field
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forward and anticipating needs of Great Lakes managers. GLSC researchers are continually increasing collaborative
efforts with university and agency personnel to achieve these syntheses.

Core Capabilities
Science
Fish Population Research

The GLSC has a long history of significant contributions to the understanding of aquatic resources in the Great
Lakes, through partnerships and interactions with state, tribal, and U.S. and Canadian federal agencies. The main
focus of the Center’s fish population research is on the long-term dynamics of native and non-native aquatic species
and the sustainability of Great Lakes fisheries. Fish community structure has changed substantially in the Great
Lakes since the Center was established. Species extinctions and establishment of invasive and non-native species
including sea lamprey, alewife, rainbow smelt, ruffe, gobies have occurred in each lake. Because of changes in fish
community structure over the last few decades, Center scientists study whether fish communities based on non-
native species (such as alewife and rainbow smelt) are capable of sustaining both angling and commercial fisheries
for top predators in all five Great Lakes. Even if these fisheries are sustainable, it is necessary to understand how
food chains supported by non-native species compare to that of fisheries that are supported by native prey species
such as the several species of deepwater ciscoes that once existed in most of the Great Lakes. Research is also
undertaken to identify the factors impeding progress towards restoration of native species, including studies on fish
behavior, habitat, recruitment, survival, and population genetics. The Center is recognized for its work on issues
affecting the entire aquatic ecosystem in the Great Lakes basin including lake trout restoration, sea lamprey control,
and annual fish stock assessments that provide timely information directly to our state and tribal partners who are
responsible for managing the fisheries. In addition, the unique communities and local disturbances (i.e., habitat
alterations) associated with each lake provide opportunities to study ecological processes in a comparative manner.
Data sets describing the abundance of both predator and prey fish species in each lake encompass several decades
and are among the most highly valued data sources in the Basin for understanding the long-term dynamics of the
fish community in relation to biotic and abiotic influences, and for modeling Great Lakes ecosystem dynamics.

Fish community dynamics investigations are aided by the ability to perform genetic analyses to identify population
substructure and patterns of gene flow. Both protein electrophoretic and DNA recombinant technology are used at
the Center to investigate spatial and temporal genetic relationships within and among Great Lakes fish populations.
Center scientists are also using genetics to survey endangered fish species and to provide historical population
genetic information about extinct fish populations and species. Center scientists are currently focusing on the use of
non-lethal tissue extraction techniques for these analyses.

Health of Aquatic Biota

The Center has had a long and distinguished history of conducting physiological, toxicological, and analytical
chemistry studies to determine the effects of environmental contaminants on aquatic biota. In addition to
contaminants, it is currently recognized that exotic species, physical habitat changes, and other biogeochemical
factors influence the health of aquatic biota in the Great Lakes. Scientists have also been conducting biological
monitoring of lake trout egg hatchability for several years by collecting wild eggs and monitoring their health as
they develop and hatch. Center researchers are concurrently exploring and refining likely methodologies for quick
and accurate estimation of chemical environmental behavior, hazard, and fate based on the chemical’s structure. An
evolving database of compounds, their measured properties, and theoretical parameters is the basis for predictive
software. Application of risk assessment to evaluate progress toward setting and meeting target conditions of
contaminant decline and improvement in species diversity, habitat, and food provides managers with a scientific
basis for making decisions concerning the health and sustainability of fish populations.

Trophic Interactions
Trophic level studies in the Great Lakes encompass a wide variety of organisms from invertebrates to fish and birds.

Field studies of Great Lakes organisms often lead to laboratory studies designed to provide information under
controlled conditions. For example, feeding preferences of predators and competition within a trophic level can be
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determined by combinations of field and laboratory studies. Specialized tanks and video monitoring equipment are
used to examine competitive interactions of native and exotic fish species. Center scientists are experienced in
rearing, holding, and experimenting with coldwater exotic and native species. The Center maintains facilities to
quarantine exotic species such as the Eurasian ruffe, which can then be used to study competition with desirable
endemic species such as yellow perch.

The Center maintains equipment for collecting and identifying most of the invertebrates and fish found in the Great
Lakes. Diet studies conducted at the GLSC aid in determining preferences of predators and competition within a
trophic level for different assemblages of fish. A variety of technical capabilities including GIS, acoustics, and side-
scan sonar allow researchers to study the interplay of fish diet and habitat and provide a link between fish population
dynamics and trophic studies.

Research to determine the ecological role of native species within and between different trophic levels in the Great
Lakes help determine which species are vulnerable to replacement or depletion. Researchers evaluate natural and
human-induced factors including climate, land-use patterns, management practices, habitat, contaminants, and
invasive species that can cause changes in the abundance of Great Lakes species. In conjunction with these studies,
measures of biodiversity applicable to Great Lakes assemblages are being developed to identify specific locations
and species that should be prioritized for protection. Biodiversity studies also contribute to development of
rehabilitation strategies for species and their habitats. The structure and dynamics of fish assemblages can be used
to infer the status of aquatic ecosystem health. Several useful measures of ecosystem health based on structure
(richness, diversity, non-native species) and productivity have been identified. Measures of community stability
need to be identified to further assist in understanding persistence of aquatic assemblages. Some management
actions affect the diversity and sustainability of aquatic species; models relying on predator-prey dynamics to
demonstrate these effects can be used to evaluate alternative management strategies in the Great Lakes basin.

Exotic and Invasive Species

To date, over 140 exotic aquatic species have been documented in the Great Lakes. In addition, Center scientists
working at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore have identified over 325 non-native species in a flora of 1460 species.
Establishment of exotic species has had substantial effects in open lakes (e.g., alewife and rainbow smelt), wetlands,
(e.g., reed canary grass and purple loosestrife), terrestrial systems (e.g., garlic mustard and Asiatic bush
honeysuckle), and nearshore waters (e.g., zebra mussels and ruffe). Research to identify impacts of invasive species
in systems of the Great Lakes basin provides opportunities to study the links between species diversity and aquatic
ecosystem stability. The introduction and colonization of invasive species may affect genetic diversity (through
genetic bottlenecks or hybridization) of native species, which in turn may play a role in maintaining the overall
health and persistence of native populations. Understanding habitat requirements and adaptive ecology of invaders
may also shed light on the types of organisms most likely to invade and colonize particular systems. Knowledge
about potential invasive species may help in the control and prevention of these species and increase our
management capability of habitats. A combination of field, laboratory and modeling studies are conducted to
provide information pertinent to prevention, containment, and control of exotic species. Some research efforts have
been dedicated to determining the ecology, distribution, life history, and reproductive behavior of exotic species.

Perhaps the best known example of the Center’s work on exotic species has been its longterm work on the sea
lamprey. Research at the Hammond Bay Biological Station focuses on the effects of sea lampreys on Great Lakes
fishes. Specific areas of research include alternate control techniques, application of lampricides, life history
studies, population assessment, and interactions between fish and sea lampreys. Research activities on sea lamprey
biology and impacts are supported through the Great Lakes Fishery Commission.

Terrestrial Ecology

The Indiana Dunes, where Henry Cowles of the University of Chicago formulated his theory of ecological
succession in the 1890’s, is often recognized as the birthplace of the modern science of ecology. Today Center
scientists, some working at the very site of Cowles pioneering investigations, continue along his line of inquiry with
examinations of how anthropogenic and non-anthropogenic disturbances affect native terrestrial ecosystems.
Investigations by Center staff are informed by the great changes in the context of native ecosystems that have
occurred since Cowles’ time. Linkages among changing lake levels, climate, and terrestrial vegetation communities
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are investigated. Patterns of exotic plant invasion into the Great Lake’s national parks, and how these invasions
displace native communities, are documented. The effects of loss of historic disturbance patterns, such as changes
in fire regimes, are examined.

The species-rich savanna and prairie habitats that once dominated the western reaches of the Great Lakes region
have faired especially poorly over the past 150 years. Restoration of even remnant areas is important if this native
habitat is to remain on the landscape. Center scientists are actively involved in studies to improve the restoration
toolkit by examining how fire frequency and timing affect animal and plant populations, by studying how the
heterogeneous light environments of savannas influence abundance of plants and animals, and by development of
models to assist managers in setting restoration goals.

Coastal Ecosystem Studies

Embayments, wetlands, river mouths, beaches, moraines, and coastal dunes are found along 7,500 km of shoreline
of the Great Lakes and inland aquatic habitats managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park
Service. There are 1,150 km of connecting channels in the lakes proper (the St. Marys, St. Clair, Detroit, Niagara
and St. Lawrence rivers), and over 1,300 distinct coastal wetlands (total area of 1,200 km?) along the shores of the
Great Lakes and connecting channels in the United States. Because of the desirability of coastal habitats for
residential, industrial, and recreational uses, these areas have been highly susceptible to human-induced
perturbations, such as habitat modification, contamination, and water-level regulation. Field and laboratory research
is conducted to determine the effectiveness of restoration programs in altered habitats (e.g., diked and dredged),
identify rare species (e.g., ciscoes and native clams), investigate the causes of frequent beach closures due to
bacterial contamination that plague beaches throughout the region (and, indeed, throughout the country), determine
environmental factors that correlate with survival of species (e.g., contaminants and climate change) and develop
means of enhancing and protectiing habitats for rare species (e.g., Karner blue butterfly). One goal is to understand
how perturbations, such as shoreline development, vessel traffic, or changes in rates of sand deposition, affect
nearshore habitats with a goal of developing restoration techniques to remediate these impairments. Center
scientists also work to better document linkages, such as nutrient exchange, between nearshore habitats and lakes.

Facilities and Science Support

The Great Lakes Science Center headquarters is located on the North Campus of the University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor where one half of its 100 staff members are located. In addition, the Center has four biological stations, one
vessel base, and three vessel base-biological station combinations dispersed throughout the Great Lakes basin.
Strategic placement of the Science Center’s field operations facilitates research conducted over this large geographic
area. Biological stations are located at: Munising, Michigan (Munising Biological Station); Millersburg, Michigan
(Hammond Bay Biological Station); Porter, Indiana (Lake Michigan Ecological Research Station); and Cortland,
New York (Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic Science). A mid-basin vessel base is located at Cheboygan, Michigan.
Combined biological stations and vessel bases are located at: Ashland, Wisconsin (Lake Superior Biological
Station); Sandusky, Ohio (Lake Erie Biological Station); and Oswego, New York (Lake Ontario Biological Station).

Large Lake Sampling Capabilities

The Center operates five large research vessels in the Great Lakes: the R/V Kiyi (stationed at the Lake Superior
Biological Station), the R/Vs Siscowet, Sturgeon (expected in operation in 2004 to replace the Siscowet), and
Grayling (stationed at the Cheboygan Vessel Base), the R/V Musky 11 (stationed at the Lake Erie Biological Station),
and the R/V Kaho (stationed at the Lake Ontario Biological Station). The vessels, which range in length from 45 to
107 feet, are equipped with wet laboratories, trawls, gillnets, larval fish tow nets, equipment for limnological and
contaminant sampling, acoustic fish-detection systems, and computers. All vessels also have state-of-the-art
navigation systems for the precise location of sampling stations. The Center is the only organization in the United
States and Canada that has a research vessel on each of the Great Lakes. This makes the Center unique in its ability
to conduct comparative offshore field studies on fish population dynamics and related limnological and habitat
research topics.

The R/V Kiyi (built in 1999; 107 ft. long) is dedicated primarily to research on Lake Superior. The R/V Grayling
(1977, 75 ft.) is dedicated to research on lakes Huron, Michigan, and Superior as is the R/V Siscowet (1946; 57 ft.)
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and the R/V Sturgeon (1975; 107 ft.). As the Center’s largest vessels, the R/Vs Grayling, Sturgeon, and Kiyi are the
most versatile and are equipped to conduct a wide range of limnological, habitat, and fisheries studies including
specialized equipment for conducting acoustic fish sampling. The R/V Musky 11 (1960; 45 ft. long) is the smallest
vessel in the Great Lakes fleet and conducts research on Lake Erie. It is used for fisheries, limnological, and habitat
research studies. The R/V Kaho (1961: 65ft.) is the primary research vessel on Lake Ontario that conducts fish,
limnological, and habitat studies. The recent addition of the R/V Stickleback (2002; 40 ft.) to the fleet at Ashland,
Wisconsin allows for more nearshore work on Lake Superior than does the larger, deeper-draft R/V Kiyi.

Nearshore Sampling Capabilities

The Center operates a fleet of twelve small (18-25 feet) research vessels outfitted with various types of gear such as
advanced navigation systems and specialized equipment required for fishery and limnological research in inland,
nearshore, and connecting waters of the Great Lakes. These small vessels facilitate a variety of aquatic sampling
methods including sampling of fish for predator-prey contaminant studies, capturing of specimens for laboratory
studies, sampling of bottom substrate, sampling of plankton, sampling of water quality, ground truthing aerial
photographs, telemetry, and diving with SCUBA to support various research activities.

Small vessels are effective because of their size and relatively low operating costs. Small vessels have been
modified to serve as electrofishing boats, shallow-water fish trawlers, gill-netters and trap-netters, substrate
samplers, plankton and water samplers, and macrophyte samplers. Small vessels may be easily moved from lake to
lake as well as from project to project to conduct research of short duration.

The ability to examine the ecological, physical, and spatial characteristics of plant and wildlife habitat (e.g., coastal
wetlands, reefs, shoals) is enhanced by technologies that can be used on small vessels including: a Global
Positioning Systems (GPS) community base station; GPS receivers; PLGR+96 receivers; and a Geographic
Information System (GIS) to locate, manage data, facilitate data analyses, and increase research precision. Scientists
also use side-scan sonar and a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) with video to document difficult to observe events,
such as trout spawning behavior.

Fish Holding and Rearing Facilities

The Center in Ann Arbor has extensive fish rearing and holding facilities, including 200- and 600-gallon fiberglass
tanks, egg incubators, and other tanks for holding fish and conducting behavioral, physiological, and toxicological
studies. The facilities are supplied by two 100-gallon-per-minute wells with associated equipment that includes iron
filters, deionizers, settling tanks, permanent and portable chillers, and pumps and reservoirs for conditioning water.
Fish rearing and holding facilities supplied by a deep water intake from Lake Huron are also available at the
Hammond Bay Biological Station (HBBS). The HBBS includes tanks and flow-through “living streams” primarily
used for research on the effects of sea lamprey on Great Lakes fishes. The HBBS also has a specialized facility for
sterilizing male sea lamprey for a biological control program.

Chemistry and Other Laboratories

The Center in Ann Arbor has several dedicated chemistry laboratories that have primarily conducted contaminant
residue analyses. The main instrumentation consists of a mass spectrophotometer and gas chromatographs. Fume
hoods, organic chemical storage, and bench space exists in potential support of several research projects.

Other laboratory space in Ann Arbor is dedicated to preparation and identification of samples collected in the field.
Separate areas are dedicated to preparation of larger fishes for a variety of studies including such activities as otolith
and coded-wire tag removal and tissue preparation for chemical analyses. Some of the laboratories are dedicated to
analyses of benthic and planktonic invertebates as well as larval fish and contain a variety of specialized
microscopes. An attached greenhouse in Ann Arbor is used to conduct controlled experiments on wetland
processes.
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Statistical Support Services

Statistical support is an essential feature of the research cycle during study design, data management, and analyses.
During the study planning phase, statistical support assists with experimental design, survey sample design, and
choice of statistical methods. During the conduct of studies, statistical support assists with data management and
analytical questions and with interpretation and presentation of results as necessary. The Center employs a staff
statistician to provide support throughout the research cycle.

Library and Information Services

The library, named in honor of Dr. John Van Oosten, the Center’s first director, contains technical materials
supporting the research activities of the Center. A specialized collection of books, journals, serials, reprints, and
several CD-ROM databases are available in the library. In addition, the library subscribes to various on-line
services for computerized literature searches and participates in a shared cataloging and interlibrary loan system.
The library’s Internet home page (http://www.glsc.usgs.gov/library) provides further information about the
library’s activities and services.

Database and Information Management

The GLSC uses current technology for database and information management. The Center employs local area
networks (LAN) to connect computers within the Center and within field stations. Databases served from computers
at the GLSC headquarters are accessible by researchers at field stations. LAN technology allows access to relational
databases on fish population dynamics in the Great Lakes, commercial catch statistics, contaminant analyses for
Great Lakes fishes, and the administrative information system. Data entry capabilities on the Center’s large vessels
and in the laboratories are provided using Oracle technology. Internet connectivity permits Center scientists to
browse the World Wide Web and allows our partners and the public to view our home page
(http://www.glsc.usgs.gov).

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Strategic Direction

Enhance the Great Lakes Science Center’s diverse science programs, capabilities, and talents to strengthen our
scientific contribution to the resolution of complex Great Lakes ecosystem issues.

Customer Strategic Goal

Improve service to users of our information, our customers, and broaden our customer base with timely and
pertinent scientific information and effective interaction that increases our understanding of customer needs.

Customer Long-term Goals

e Measurement Framework
Understand and anticipate the needs of the Great Lakes Science Center’s customer base and periodically
evaluate how our science programs relate to these needs.

e  Products and Services
Develop new products and services that are responsive to and reflect the needs of both DOI and external
customers.

e Customer Engagement

Increase involvement of multiple partners, cooperators, and coalitions in contributing to mutually
beneficial science program outcomes and impacts.
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Program Strategic Goal

Provide significant scientific insight into the structure, function, and status of the dynamic and changing ecosystems
of the Great Lakes region, in response to present and anticipated threats to the integrity of these ecosystems, through
focus on management-driven, critical need, and emergent issues.

Program Long-term Goals
e Great Lakes Environment and Natural Resources
Increase usefulness of long-term deep-water monitoring data and aquatic resource information to clients,
expand systematic investigations, provide managers with better understanding of trends in habitat

degradation and with better tools to mitigate damage and to restore degraded habitats, increase quality
and quantity of predictive tools for scenario building and decision-making in Great Lakes natural systems.

e Mix of Science Activities
Balance the mix of long term data collection and monitoring, research and
development, and assessments and applications to be responsive and flexible.

People Strategic Goal

Attract and maintain a diversified, quality workforce with the skills that enhance our science programs and serve our
customers.

People Long-term Goals

e SKkills
Enhance science and technical skills of the Great Lakes Science Center's
workforce.

e Reward Program
Reinforce strategic direction through a Center reward system.

e Flexibility
Achieve human resources flexibility to meet changing needs.

e Leadership
Foster visionary leadership and management professionalism.

Operations Strategic Goal

Maintain a level of infrastructure and operational processes and practices to efficiently and effectively support the
Center's workforce, science programs, and customers.

Operations Long-term Goals

e Information Infrastructure
Ensure efficient data integration and access to satisfy both the Center's internal and external customers.

e Operational Process and Practices
Improve the efficiency of the Center's administrative and science support and science program activities
through streamlining, quality improvements, and cost reductions.
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e Facilities Infrastructure
Optimize facilities location, distribution, and use to reduce costs while ensuring science program
effectiveness and quality of work environment.

e Communication
Clearly communicate to all audiences consistent message about our strategic direction and science
programs.

VISION

To become the keystone biological research institution in the Great Lakes through conducting relevant cutting-edge
basin-wide ecosystem research and disseminating critical scientific information that facilitates ecosystem
management through interactions with our clients and partners.

PROGRAM GOALS
STATUS AND TRENDS

Current Program

Fish community structure has changed substantially in the Great Lakes since the Center was established. During the
late 1960’s and 1970’s, piscivores were rare due to sea lamprey predation, and the fish community was dominated
by two invaders: alewife, and rainbow smelt that had reached nuisance levels of abundance. Fisheries managers
alleviated these conditions by controlling sea lampreys, and stocking both Pacific salmonids and native predators
such as lake trout and walleyes. This rehabilitated the Great Lakes ecosystem, but created a novel fish community in
which stocked predators preyed on non-native prey. By the 1980°s predator rehabilitation was so successful that
prey shortages occurred. The situation was complicated by recent increase in predator recruitment that exacerbated
prey shortages, changes in prey fish dynamics, and system-wide changes in food webs that resulted from new
invasives such as zebra mussels that were introduced via ship ballast water. Many of these changes were
documented through GLSC annual bottom trawl surveys that occur in all five Great Lakes.

Currently, the program works closely with the resource management community to provide scientifically sound
approaches to measuring, assessing, and reporting the status and trends of biological resources. GLSC maintains
surveys in each lake because each Great Lake has a unique fish community. Trawl surveys assess health of both
predator and prey species, although much of our work is focused on preyfish communities. The GLSC has also
conducted long-term gillnet assessment of native lake trout in Lake Superior and of hatchery-reared lake trout in all
of the Great Lakes to evaluate the status of lake trout rehabilitation. Because lake trout are a long-lived fish,
effectiveness of management efforts are only determined through a long-term surveillance. We provide critical
information and methods to support fisheries management agencies and their stakeholders. GLSC has the USGS
lead for a long-term program of research for assessing status and trends of Great Lakes fish populations and
management of associated databases. GLSC biologists conduct original research on systematics and biodiversity of
vertebrates. GLSC also develops methods to assess the status and trends for other taxa of interest to DOI.

Future Direction

The Center’s Status and Trends Program is responsive to the goals of the DOI and USGS. Strong partnerships with
the states, provinces, federal, and universities will be maintained. As opportunities permit, new tasks will be
initiated to meet the increasingly complex needs of both the biological and governmental arms of the aquatic
conservation community.

Our annual bottom trawl estimates are an important long-term data set that have documented wide fluctuation in the
Great Lakes prey fish communities and can be used for a variety of long term ecological studies. Future research
efforts will be directed at understanding the mechanisms underlying these changes to better address the managers’
information needs. Immediate priorities will be to maintain existing expertise in open water fish community
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assessment, including marrying historical trawling techniques with new ones, as well as improving gill net and
acoustic surveys. New technology for real-time, on-line interaction with population databases will be developed and
adapted for use by USGS partners. To better understand the factors influencing the prey fish community, we will
incorporate value-added sampling of lower trophic levels to the overall survey design. Center researchers are still
investigating the important factors affecting the status of lake trout, a keystone species, in the Great Lakes. Surveys
of lake trout will continue to aid in development of management plans and will evaluate the effects and
consequences of new management strategies.

The goals of future collaborations will be to explore ways of (1) identifying and minimizing biases that may exist in
survey design, (2) ) modifying survey techniques to allow the estimation of detection probability with the
subsequent integration of detection probability into population estimates, and (3) improving the value of monitoring
programs through collection of ancillary data on potentially significant environmental attributes. Finally, GLSC
will assure that the technology infrastructure is sufficient to provide state-of-the-art database management, storage,
and retrieval to meet the increasing demands for information by the conservation and scientific communities.

Goals and 5-Year Objectives

Goal 1. To assess, project, and report the status and trends of the Great Lake’s biological resources to facilitate
research, enable resource management and stewardship, and promote public understanding and appreciation of our
living resources.

Objective 1: Develop and evaluate inventory and monitoring methods, protocols, experimental designs,
analytic tools, models, and technologies to measure biological status and trends.

Objective 2: Provide a framework that facilitates the integration of information from a variety of sources at
multiple spatial and temporal scales to describe and track the abundance, distribution, productivity, and
health of Great Lakes plants, animals, and ecosystems.

Objective 3: Collaborate with partners to identify opportunities for tailoring long-term status and trends
assessment programs to meet specific management and conservation needs as they arise, without
compromising the ability to draw basin wide inferences.

Objective 4: Explore developing technologies for their ability to improve the processing and management of
population databases.

Objective 5: Incorporate directly measured and remotely-sensed data on potential environmental correlates of
population change into status and trends surveys.

Objective 6: Collect, archive, and share selected, critical, high-quality monitoring data in cooperation with our
partners to enable a determination of the status and trends of biological resources.

Objective 7: Produce and provide analyses and reports that synthesize information on the status and trends of
Great Lakes' ecosystems and are responsive to the needs of the scientific community, fish and resource
managers, policy makers, and the public.

FISHERIES: AQUATIC AND ENDANGERED RESOURCES (FAER)

Current Program

Research is focused on the study of fishes, fisheries, aquatic invertebrates, and their aquatic or water-dependent
habitats. Species in decline and those that are threatened by extinction are of special research interest as is study of
factors that affect population growth and recruitment to key aquatic habitats. Investigations determine the
physiological, behavioral, and genetic responses of fish populations to environmental change. Novel methods for
restoration and management involving culture techniques, artificial propagation, habitat enhancement, and the
diagnosis and control of disease are developed and tested. Systematic research evaluates species relationships using
classical morphological and modern molecular genetic techniques. Microbiological studies of fish pathogens lead to
important advances in disease control. Predictive models of population and community interactions help forecast
species abundance and elucidate predator-prey and habitat relationships. The objectives of the program are to
conduct field and laboratory investigations on the biology of fish and invertebrates in the Great Lakes watershed to
better delineate environmental tolerances and constraints of these taxa; to conduct field and laboratory investigations
on the ecology of fish and invertebrates in the Great Lakes watershed to better understand niche requirements and
interactions with other species in their biotic communities; and to provide information on the biology and ecology of
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fish and invertebrates to assist resource managers with decisions to restore, enhance, maintain, and protect the
freshwater biological resources and their supporting ecosystems in the Great Lakes watershed.

The GLSC, in dialogue with DOI and other resource managers, determines those species and habitats of highest
priority for investigation. GLSC researchers, in collaboration with agency and academic partners, focus their efforts
on species and habitats of greatest concern for protection and restoration. Investigations in the laboratory emphasize
taxonomy, physiology, and behavior while field investigations focus on biodiversity and life histories, seasonal and
spatial distribution patterns, ecological interrelationships and habitat requirements.

Future Program

Research carried out under the FAER program in the GLSC will continue to emphasize restoration ecology, effects
of habitat loss and alteration, trophic relationships, genetics, physiological and behavioral ecology, and the effects of
environmental change on native aquatic species. Anthropogenic impacts including invasive species, habitat loss and
alteration and global climate change, decreased lake productivity, and increased water clarity greatly affect native
biota in the basin and demand increased scientific attention by GLSC scientists within the FAER program. Because
of these ecosystem-level changes, new approaches, development of new technologies and increased predictive
capability will be integral to the GLSC’s FAER program.

Due to the complexity and scale of the Great Lakes landscape the GLSC will strive to integrate the scientific
expertise and expand upon existing linkages and networks with resource managers and collaborators that will be
required to carry out scientifically sound and meaningful research in the basin. There interactions will help GLSC
scientists identify and prioritize the future research direction of the Center under the FAER program. The GLSC
will encourage the use and development of new and innovative approaches and technologies in the research carried
out by Center scientists.

Goals and Five-Year Objectives

Goal 1: To understand functional relationships among aquatic species and their habitats.
Objective 1: Study factors that affect population fitness and recruitment to key aquatic habitats.
Objective 2: Provide integration of scientific investigations across disciplines and emphasize landscape scale
studies.
Objective 3: Provide better predictive capability.
Objective 4: Develop and explore new technologies, perspectives, approaches, and partnerships.
Objective 5: Share data, information, and knowledge with managers.

Goal 2: Provide scientific leadership in understanding factors affecting the health of aquatic organisms in support of
their conservation and recovery.
Objective 1: Determine the physiological, behavioral, and genetic responses of fishery populations to
environmental change.
Objective 2: Develop and explore new technologies, perspectives, approaches, and partnerships.
Objective 3: Share data, information, and knowledge with managers.

Goal 3: Improve understanding and provide information on the dynamics of life history and species interactions that
affect aquatic communities.
Objective 1: Evaluate species relationships using classical morphological and modern molecular genetic
techniques.
Objective 2: Develop new or alternative approaches for fisheries management.
Objective 3: Develop population viability analyses, limiting factor determination, and modeling for population
and community resilience and recovery.
Objective 4: Evaluate food webs in aquatic systems.
Objective 5: Evaluate effects of life history variation on aquatic communities
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INVASIVE SPECIES

Current Program

The Great Lakes Science Center (GSLC) conducts a combination of field, laboratory, and modeling studies to
provide information pertinent to impact, prevention, containment, and control of invasive species. The Great Lakes
ecosystem has been threatened by the continuing invasion of exotic species for over 100 years. Since the 1800’s,
over 136 exotic algae, fish, invertebrates, and various plants have become established in the Great Lakes. Surveys
by GLSC scientists have documented more than 300 non-native plant species at a single terrestrial study site and
found that, even in protected areas, non-native species often comprise more than 20% of total plant richness.
Particularly with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway, the rate of successful introduction of exotic species into
the Great Lakes has surged. More than one-third of these invasive organisms were introduced since the 1960s and
many now dominate the aquatic community in both numbers and biomass. The most problematic aquatic invasive
species include the common carp, Eurasian ruffe, Eurasian water milfoil, purple loosestrife, quagga mussel, round
goby, rusty crayfish, sea lamprey, spiny waterflea, and the zebra mussel. These ten invasive species alone have
contributed to massive extinctions of native fauna, severe alterations in local food webs supporting the entire Great
Lakes ecosystem, and, in cases such as the zebra mussel, have resulted in millions of dollars of damage to local
water users such as power plants.

Exotic species in the Great Lakes rarely remain a regional issue due to the interconnectivity of watersheds through
canals, commercial and private boat traffic, and recreational practices. A prime case of rapid expansion from a
regional to a national issue can be seen with the invasion of the zebra mussel. Zebra mussels were first introduced
into the Great Lakes around 1986. In less than ten years, these mussels spread throughout the Great Lakes, into
many small inland lakes and river in most of the states bordering the Great Lakes, and moved down into the
Mississippi River, where they now occur all the way down to New Orleans. A second exotic species, the round
goby, is poised to repeat this invasion pattern and a third, the silver carp, is poised to move from the river up into the
Great Lakes.

Our current program focuses on many aspects of the invasive species issue that vary by species and distributional
pattern. Distribution and density of specific invasives are tracked in certain areas, including studies on ruffe
population dynamics in Lake Superior, round goby in upper Lake Michigan, and zebra mussels in upper Lake
Huron. Other studies focus on ecosystem impact, such as in Lake Ontario, where zebra and quagga mussels have
altered ecosystem function to such an extent that key native species, such as Mysis shrimp, are in decline. Other
studies focus on control issues, such as reducing lamprey populations through the use of pheromones, or preventing
the spread of round gobies into the Mississippi River by using electric barriers.

Future Directions

We must improve our ability to forecast invasions of exotic species and to prevent exotic species from becoming
established in the Great Lakes watershed. Management efforts to limit the expansion of exotic species once they
become established are generally costly and rarely successful. Our ability to prevent future successful invasions will
depend on improvement in key areas, specifically: in our ability to predict which species are most likely to be the
next successful invader; on our ability to predict ecological and economic impact before widespread colonization of
an invasive species occurs; on our ability to develop new tools for control or elimination of exotic species; and, on
improving collaboration between the Great Lakes community and other watersheds to increase available expertise
while moving toward a broader strategy on prevention and control of shared species.

Goals and 5-Year Objectives

Goal 1. Tracking the changing population structure of biota in the Great Lakes basin.
Objective 1. Monitor the population dynamics of exotic species.
Objective 2. Determine the impact each exotic species has on native fauna.
Objective 3. Determine the role of each exotic species on ecosystem energy, nutrient, and contaminant
pathways.

Goal 2. Development of predictive models to provide an early warning on new invaders and on potential ecosystem
impact.
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Objective 1. Which is the next most likely invader; what are the pathways for likely invasion, and how can
invasion be stopped?

Objective 2. What impact will the new invader have on ecosystem function, native biota, and surrounding
communities?

Goal 3. Development of tools to prevent, minimize impact, and eradicate invasive species.
Objective 1. Develop alternatives to chemical treatments such as pheromone attractants to disrupt exotic
species reproduction.
Objective 2. Improve efficacy of physical barrier technology to prevent physical movement of the exotic
species into and across the region.

Goal 4. Collaborate with Center biologists and outside state, federal, agencies to provide necessary information in
an accurate and timely manner on the movement of the exotic species across the region and its impact on native
biota.
Objective 1. Enhance existing early warning systems so that relevant individuals and organizations in the
region are quickly notified when a new invasive is identified or poised to enter the Great Lakes.
Objective 2. Improve the timeliness of distribution of GLSC research findings through development of topic-
targeted web pages.

CONTAMINANTS

Current Program

Chemical stressors of many classes impact on fisheries in the Great Lakes to different degrees and on many levels,
and are a priority with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, and Great
Lakes basin states, Canadian provinces, and their municipalities. The combination of the large surface area and
volume; heavy concentration of agriculture, industry and municipal development; and the long hydraulic retention
time of the Great Lakes make fisheries particularly susceptible to these stressors. This program, dating from the
1960s and 1970s, has had a long history of providing good science and needed information to the Great Lakes basin
community by way of residue monitoring, property estimation, and software development for contaminant behavior,
fate, and transport studies, as well as hazard assessment.

Future Directions

A major emphasis of this program has shifted very recently from residue monitoring to food and energy web
considerations, specifically the elucidation of chemical stressor trophic transfer patterns, bioaccumulation, and like
problems important to the Center mission. These stressors include both traditional and emerging issue contaminants
as well as dietary components. There is need to elucidate the identity and trophic transfer pathways of many of
these chemical stressors. Once identified, the hazard these stressors present to Great Lakes biota are assessed and
communicated.

The long-term goal of our program is to provide the capability for hazard and impact assessment of thousands of
observed and potential chemical stressors found in fish, sediment, and water on trophic transfer processes of the
Great Lakes food and energy webs.

To meet this goal, we utilize the ecosystem approach to stressors that involves a) identifying natural processes and
functions for ecosystems and b) subsequent study of the nature and effects of perturbations to allow us to predict
consequences. Within this context, in order to achieve the long-term goal, we 1) make analytical measurements of
chemical stressors for identification and quantitation (where necessary), and elucidate stressor impacts on trophic
transfer through food and energy webs, 2) either use existing or develop new (where needed) mathematical models
and chemical property databases to help compile necessary physicochemiical information to describe chemical
stressor environmental behavior including toxicity, persistence and bioaccumulation potential, 3) develop a hazard
ranking using additional literature data on toxicities, bioaccumulation, biodegradation, and sources, 4) assess risk of
site-specific contamination to biota, and when possible 5) suggest remediation strategies.
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Goals and 5-Year Objectives

Goal 1. Elucidate trophic transfer interferences and pathways of chemical stressors such as traditional and emerging
contaminants, pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs), endocrine disruptors, and dietary components,
in Great Lakes food webs.

Objective 1. Develop laboratory assay capability for use in early mortality syndrome investigations in Great
Lakes basin. Collaborate research efforts with known Centers and researchers, and create viable database
for all data.

Objective 2. Develop proficiency in both theory and application of stable isotope analysis to ecological
problems such as trophic transfer pathway elucidation and stressor interference. Develop in-house
capability, if possible, for stable isotope work or else establish collaborations allowing for stable isotope
measurements.

Objective 3. Develop collaborations with both Center PI biologists and outside research groups for the
investigation of trophic transfer interferences from identified chemical stressors such as traditional and
emerging contaminants including pharmaceuticals, personal care products , endocrine disruptors, and
nutrients in Great Lakes biota.

Goal 2. Develop property-predictive QSARs where necessary for general field use with observed chemical stressors
from Goal 1, Objective 3 to fill in critical data gaps, especially for inorganic and heavy metal species. .
Objective 1. Assimilation of existing QSAR methodology and databases for use as a generic “toolbox” to assist
ecosystem health investigations including environmental fate and risk and hazard assessment.
Objective 2. Continue development, refinement, and distribution of QSAR-based risk and hazard assessment
tools, including metal property-prediction parameters such as databases and software for field use. Create
CDs and complete the CRADA process for external application of finished product(s).

Goal 3. Determine likely sources, exposure routes, speciation, bioavailability, and ultimate environmental fate(s) for
critical chemical compounds identified in Goal 1, Objective 3.
Objective 1. Understand derivation of and improve existing quality criteria by incorporating chemical stressor
speciation and bioavailability factors for more accurate risk and hazard assessment.
Objective 2. Develop subsequent quality criteria database(s) reflecting these modifications.

Goal 4. Apply data, data estimation methods, and tools derived from the relevant Objectives in Goals 1 - 3 to
current and future risk and hazard assessment issues for more accurate and useable assessments.
Objective 1. Compile “toolbox” of software and databases to facilitate risk and hazard assessments at affected
sites and/or with national databases.
Objective 2. Work with BEST and NAWQA as part of their National Synthesis Teams, assisting with the
analyses of their numerous databases. Work with other research consortia such as LEEI to lend a more
accurate risk and hazard assessment.

Goal 5. Apply crucial assessments in Goal 4, Objective 1, to development of restoration and adaptive management
frameworks for impaired ecosystems. These assessments will improve the scientific basis for rehabilitation and
restoration of ecosystems such as wetlands, fish spawning grounds, etc. They will also assist in the development of
strategies to designate and characterize Index Sites representative of the nation's ecosystems.
Objective 1. Compile and understand needs of Great Lakes basin LaMPs and RAPs with the aim of fine-tuning
research goals to answering the needs of the basin community.
Objective 2. Develop collaborations with appropriate committees and such to relay needed data as developed.

TERRESTRIAL, FRESHWATER, AND MARINE ECOSYSTEMS: PUBLIC LANDS AND AQUATIC
ECOLOGY PROGRAMS

Current Program

Within the Great Lakes Science Center, interdisciplinary research on coastal ecosystems of the Great Lakes is
carried out by the Coastal and Wetland Ecology Branch. Current wetland research efforts focus on quantifying the
relations between Great Lakes water levels and wetlands directed toward developing and testing environmentally
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sensitive regulation plans for Lake Ontario, determining the role of ground water in wetland response to climate
change and refining proxies for climate change over the past 4700 years in chronosequences of beach ridges and
intervening swales, and developing and evaluating restoration and alternative management strategies for wetlands on
USFWS refuge lands. Public lands and aquatic ecology programs currently emphasize research on priority topics in
support of public lands management, especially management of Great Lakes’ national parks and wildlife refuges in
the coastal zone. Studies areas include determining the developmental history of dune ecosystems to further
conservation and restoration efforts, investigating the relations between fire regimes and maintenance of savanna
habitats and the plant and animal communities they support, evaluating potential methods for controlling invasive
plant species and assessing the importance of factors that might increase susceptibility to invasion, and developing
and evaluating new monitoring technologies and sampling procedures for bacterial contamination in support of
management of swimming beaches. Studies within the corridor extending from southern Lake Huron through the
St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair, the Detroit River, and into western Lake Erie currently focus on assessing fish and
wildlife resources and their habitats. Initiatives include creation and evaluation of spawning habitat for lake
sturgeon in the Detroit River and use of aquatic remote sensing technologies to evaluate the extent and quality of
essential habitats within the corridor, as well as evaluating the natural restoration of burrowing mayfly populations
in the corridor.

Future Directions

The Great Lakes Science Center will engage in interdisciplinary research to address high priority management issues
in coastal ecosystems of the Great Lakes, with continued emphasis on Department of the Interior and other public
lands. Coastal ecosystems function at multiple spatial and temporal scales and cannot be divorced from their
surrounding watersheds, landscapes, and developmental histories. Understanding of natural functions in coastal
ecosystems is necessary to provide support for knowledgeable management decisions; an understanding of the
landscape settings and developmental processes that dictate the manner in which those ecosystems operate today is
required. Despite its importance, limited information of this type is currently available. Filling that gap in
knowledge is the foundation of GLSC future research on coastal ecosystems. Upon that foundation, the interactions
between physical and biological processes will be assessed and the effects of natural stressors of coastal ecosystems
will be studied. With appropriate background information, the role of human stressors and disturbances can then be
evaluated and quantified, including the influence of the increasingly urban matrix in which natural areas are
embedded. Efforts will be made to improve the usefulness of research results through communications with natural
resource managers, who may then make informed decisions on actions to halt unnatural disturbances and to initiate
mitigation or restoration programs. The GLSC will provide scientific guidance to support those management
actions, including evaluation of the potential for success, development of methods that are compatible with the
natural functions and processes of the ecosystems, evaluation of success in on-land applications, and follow-up
studies to support adaptive management such that successful results can be retained. Looking further into the future,
the GLSC will evaluate probable long-term evolution of the Great Lakes shoreline, coastal processes, and coastal
ecosystems to develop trajectories and models for predicting how the altered coastal zone will behave in the future.

Goals and Five-Year Objectives

Goal 1. Increase scientific understanding of the development, structure, dynamics, and functions of Great Lakes
coastal ecosystems (e.g., wetlands, shallow waters, beaches, dunes, oak savannas) in relation to surrounding
landscapes.
Objective 1. Develop an understanding of landscape setting, underlying geology, resultant hydrology, ensuing
biological development, time scale of development, and interactions in Great Lakes coastal ecosystems.
Objective 2. Apply knowledge of development of coastal ecosystems to understanding of naturally sustainable
functions.
Objective 3. Develop reference sites and long-term datasets that can be used to document the structure,
dynamics, and natural functions of coastal ecosystems across spatial and temporal scales.
Objective 4. Develop models of coastal ecosystems that demonstrate natural processes and functions and
provide managers with knowledge of the resources they manage.

Goal 2. Increase scientific understanding of how interactions between physical and biological processes affect

coastal ecosystems.
Objective 1. Improve characterization of the chemical and physical properties of coastal ecosystems across the
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continuum from upland to aquatic environments.

Objective 2. Improve understanding of how landscape setting, geology, and hydrology affect distribution of
biological components of Great Lakes coastal ecosystems.

Objective 3. Identify natural stressors to coastal ecosystems, including stressor feedbacks among biological,
chemical, and physical properties.

Objective 4. Develop spatial models of coastal ecosystems that incorporate landscape heterogeneity,
fragmentation, connectivity, and barriers to biological movement between, within, and among components.

Goal 3. Increase scientific understanding of effects of anthropogenic disturbance on coastal ecosystems.

Objective 1. Develop an understanding of the effects of human stressors, such as climate change, disruption of
upland-to-aquatic linkages, shoreline modification, altered sediment supply and transport, altered
hydrology, land-use change, development on uplands, chemical and microbiological alterations, invasive
species and introduction of non-native organisms, and disruption of fire regime on habitats in the coastal
zone.

Objective 2. Evaluate the temporal implications of disturbance regimes, including length of disturbance events,
frequency of recurrence, severity, and long-term effects.

Objective 3. Develop methods to quantify the effects of disturbance, including interaction of multiple threats,
and develop predictive tools and indicators for evaluating disturbance effects.

Objective 4. Develop mechanistic models for coastal processes and disturbance effects that enable managers to

understand the implications of disturbance regimes to habitats, biota, public health, and critical processes
that extend beyond the coastal zone.

Goal 4. Increase scientific understanding of restoration, mitigation, and management methodologies for
conservation of coastal ecosystems.
Objective 1. Determine the realistic possibilities for reversing physical and biological changes or restoring
degraded ecosystems, thus allowing sound goals for restoration to be set.
Objective 2. Develop new and improved methods for restoring, rehabilitating, managing, protecting, and

creating coastal ecosystems and their component flora and fauna that incorporate an ecosystem approach
and establish or retain connectivity across the landscape.

Objective 3. Develop models for predicting success of projects, including indicators and

performance criteria that quantify ecological responses and risk-assessment models, especially in the field
of public health.

Objective 4. Work in partnership with managers to evaluate the success of on-land applications of management

practices, including development of monitoring programs tailored to allow adaptive management that
retains successes achieved.

Goal 5. Increase scientific understanding of the potential future of coastal ecosystems.
Objective 1. Evaluate the probable long-term evolution of the shoreline, coastal processes, and coastal

ecosystems in the absence of human disturbance to understand how the natural system might have behaved
if not disturbed.

Objective 2. Develop landscape and successional trajectories and models that predict and project how the
altered coastal zone will behave in the future.
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Facilities and Safety



Facilities

The Great Lakes Science Center

R headquarters is located on the North
Campus of the University of Michigan in
Ann Arbor where most of its 107 staff
ml members are located. In addition, the
i g' Center has four field stations, one vessel

W base, and three vessel base-field station
combinations dispersed throughout the
Great Lakes Basin.

Lake Superioe
Biological Station

Lake Ontario
Biological Station

Lak b
reat Lakesax Tunison Laboratory

of Aquatic Science

Lake Michigan * Lake Eriee
Ecological Research Station Biological Station

Strategic placement of the Science Center’s field operations facilitates research conducted
over this large geographic area. Field stations are located at Munising, Michigan;
Millersburg, Michigan (Hammond Bay Biological Station); Porter, Indiana (Lake Michigan
Ecological Station), and Cortland, New York (Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic Science. A
mid-basin vessel base is located at Cheboygan, Michigan. Combined field stations and
vessel bases are located at Ashland, Wisconsin (Lake Superior Biological Station);
Sandusky, Ohio (Lake Erie Biological Station); and Oswego, New York (Lake Ontario
Biological Station).
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Overview for USGS Great Lakes Science Center and Field Stations

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center is located on the eastern edge of the North Campus of the University of
Michigan within the city limits of Ann Arbor, Michigan. The building is a two-story brick structure that is 44,000
square feet in size, and was built in 1964. The building has 45 scientific and administrative offices, 12 biological
laboratories, and one 5,000 square foot wet-laboratory. There is an additional one-story brick structure next to the
Center that is used for vehicle and building maintenance and repair. The main building’s offices and laboratories are
temperature and humidity controlled. There are two water wells on the 3.86 acre parcel of land. The Center uses
city-supplied water, electricity, and gas. The buildings and the land are owned and maintained by the U.S.
Geological Survey. The Center has eight remotely located Field Stations spread among the five Great Lakes, none
of which have more than ten full-time permanent employees.

USGS Great Lakes Science Center

1451 Green Road

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

The following Field Stations are part of the USGS Great Lakes Science Center:
Building Address and Description: Lake Superior Biological Station

2800 Lake Shore Drive East
Ashland, WI 54806-2427

The Lake Superior Biological Station is located within the city limits of Ashland, Wisconsin. The USGS staff
consists of four scientists, two technicians, and three boat crew. The building is a one-story structure that is 9,067
usable square feet in size, and was built in 1988. The building has scientific and administrative office spaces, two
biological laboratories, and one wet laboratory. There is an additional structure next to the station that is used for a
gas shed. The main building’s offices and laboratories are temperature and humidity controlled. The station uses
city supplied water, electricity, and gas. The building and land are owned and maintained by the owner, Ron Nye.
It is shared by USGS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and National Park Service. The dock for R/V Kiyi is located
on a pier several miles from the building.

Building Address and Description: Cheboygan Vessel Base
606 Water Street
Cheboygan, MI 49721

The Cheboygan Vessel Base is located in northern lower Michigan near the south shore of Lake Huron in
Cheboygan County. The facility is located within the city limits of Cheboygan on the Cheboygan River and is
easily accessible from US-23. There is one building and three large vessels on site. The building is a 2,850 square
foot storage and work building that was constructed by the Center. This building is used as a workshop for repairing
mechanical and fishing gear, office space for the vessel crews and as a storage facility for equipment and fishing
gear that is used by the Center’s Lake Michigan and Lake Huron sections. The docking facility consists of a 110
foot cement-capped dock with steel sheet pilings. In addition to the two USGS vessels (R/V Grayling and R/V
Siscowet), a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 85 foot vessel (R/V Togue) used for fish stocking is located adjacent to
the property. There are three full time and one seasonal employees at Cheboygan. Office and shop space is
provided for one permanent and one seasonal U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee.

Building Address and Description: Hammond Bay Biological Station
11188 Ray Road
Millersburg, MI 49759

The Hammond Bay Biological Station is located 13 miles northwest of Rogers City, Michigan on the shoreline of
Lake Huron. The buildings and laboratories are easily accessible from US-23. The Station is a two-story building
built in 1879 by the U.S. Lifesaving Service and later occupied by the U.S. Coast Guard. The building was acquired
in 1952 and has been used for sea lamprey research since then. Additions to the building were constructed at
various times from the 1920s through 1980s. The main laboratory has four offices, a library, a meeting room, three
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raceways, a chemistry lab, a room to house pollution abatement equipment, and wet lab space (approximately 7,650
square feet). In addition, there are seven outbuildings used for shop and storage areas (approximately 2,600 square
feet). A second laboratory, constructed in 1990, is used seasonally by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the
sterilization of sea lampreys used in a sterile male release program. The sterilization facility has one office, a
mechanical/storage room, and wet lab space (approximately 2,510 square feet). The main laboratory and
sterilization facility are monitored and alarmed for power outages, temperature, water level, fire, and burglary.
There are two water wells and two water intake pipelines (one shallow and one deep) that supply Lake Huron water
for sea lamprey research. Presque Isle Electric supplies electric service and the facility uses LP gas for heat. The
buildings and the land (54 acres) are owned and maintained by the USGS. There are seven full time staff, and,
during spring and summer months, the total number of people can reach up to 25, including USGS temporary staff
and visiting researchers. The entire property is surrounded by a chain link fence with a remotely controlled sliding
gate for access.

Building Address and Description: Lake Ontario Biological Station
17 Lake Street
Oswego, NY 13126

The U.S. Geological Survey’s Lake Ontario Biological Station is located on the harbor in Oswego, New York on the
southeastern shore of Lake Ontario. The 4,875 square foot building is a single story wood frame structure, built in
1979 and renovated and enlarged in 2001-2002. The building has five offices, a small laboratory, a conference room
and two large bays with vehicle access and storage space. Currently, there are five full-time permanent employees,
one permanent part-time employee, one term technician, and one seasonal marine machinery repairer at the station.
The building is owned and maintained for U.S. Geological Survey by the Port of Oswego Authority. The R/V Kaho
is docked behind the building in a secure boat basin maintained and controlled by the U.S. Coast Guard.

Building Address and Description: Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic Science
3075 Gracie Road
Cortland, NY 13045

The Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic Science is located in Cortland County, New York on approximately 100 acres
off Gracie Road, north of NY Route 13. The buildings were constructed in the 1960s and contain about 16,500
square feet of laboratory and office space. The Laboratory building consists of offices for eight permanent staff and
laboratory rooms designed and equipped for research use. Fish holding and experimental rearing facilities consist
of: 24 outside raceways, six concrete holding tanks, a wet laboratory, and a metabolism room. The Hatchery
building consists of offices, a classroom, a diet room, and holding tanks. There is a separate garage/shop with four
bays for vehicles. There is also a small chemical shed and a storage shed on Laboratory grounds. There are five
propane tanks on the grounds for heat and humidity control and four wells supplying water. The buildings and land
are owned and maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey. There are three houses used as residences on this
property. One is occupied by a USGS employee and the other two are leased to Lime Hollow Nature Center.

Building Address and Description: Lake Erie Biological Station
NASA/Plum Brook Station
6100 Columbus Avenue
Sandusky, OH 44870

The Lake Erie Biological Station is located on Plum Brook Station (PBS), a satellite operation of NASA’s Glenn
Research Center and is located near Sandusky, Ohio. All operations are located at two sites, Engineering Building
and D-Site. Currently there are two scientists, one seasonal marine machinery repairer, one part time administrative
technician, and one biological technician at the station. The entire NASA facility is surrounded by a chain link
fence and access is through a gate with a guard station. The R/ V Musky II is docked at a marina in Sandusky.
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Building Address and Description: Lake Michigan Ecological Station
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
1100 North Mineral Springs Road
Porter, IN 46304

Research focus is on the development of management strategies for restoration of damaged or degraded habitat and
threats to biodiversity and on the characterization of aquatic habitats and development of mitigation strategies for
improvement of aquatic ecosystems. The building is owned and maintained by the National Park Service. USGS
staff occupies a building on the grounds of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. Staff includes three scientists, an
administrative technician, and several biological technicians; the staff increases considerably with visiting
researchers and student assistants during the summer months.

Building Address and Description: Munising Biological Station
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
8391 Sand Point Road
Munising, MI 49862

The Station is focusing on studies of disturbance regimes of Great Lakes coastal vegetation with an emphasis on fire
and dune dynamics. USGS has one permanent scientist located at this station who occupies one office that is owned
and maintained by the National Park Service on the grounds of the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.
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Lake Ontario Biological Station

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center is
dedicated to providing scientific information for
restoring, enhancing, managing, and protecting
living resources and their habitats in the Great

Lakes basin.

The Center is headquartered in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and has biological stations and
research vessels located throughout the Great

Lakes Basin.

Background

The Lake Ontario Biological Station
(LOBS) at 17 Lake Street in Oswego,
New York, is a field station of the
U.S. Geological Survey’s Great Lakes
Science Center in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. The Center is headquarters
for a broad and complex program of
research on fish and other living
resources of the Great Lakes region.
The mission of the LOBS is to
determine the changing population
dynamics and status of Lake Ontario
fish stocks induced by natural
processes, management actions, and
recently established exotic species.
For LOBS scientists to accomplish
their mission, the GLSC maintains the
65-foot research vessel Kaho in
Oswego, NY.

Sorting a trawl on the deck of the R/VKaho

Staff

Personnel currently assigned to the
LOBS include three fishery research
biologists, two biological technicians,
one administrative technician, one
research vessel captain, and one
marine machinery repairer.

Partners

The LOBS has strong ties to the
research community of central New
York. Since 1978, most long-term
research and monitoring activities,
such as assessing important fish
stocks, have been conducted annually
in partnership with the New York
Department of Environmental
Conservation. Short-term research on
emerging issues is accomplished
either in-house, in cooperation with
USGS scientists at the Tunison
Laboratory of Aquatic Sciences
(Cortland, NYY), or in partnership with
local universities (Cornell University
and State University College of
Environmental Science and Forestry).
Other cooperators include the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources, and
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada

Recent Accomplishments

Scientists at the Lake Ontario
Biological Station documented that
lake trout stocked in Lake Ontario as
part of a bi-national effort to
reestablish a self-sustaining
population successfully reproduced in
U.S. waters during 1993-99.
Widespread reproduction by hatchery
lake trout is not evident in any of the
other Great Lakes except Lake
Superior.

They also demonstrated that
reproductive success of alewives is
strongly influenced by water

temperatures, thus providing fishery
managers a means of anticipating the
future direction of the population.
Alewives are the primary food of
salmon and trout in Lake Ontario.

Consequently, the decline of alewife
recruitment prompted management
agencies to reduce stocking in 1992.
Research at the station documented
that survival of hatchery-reared lake

Sampling zooplankton on the R/VKaho.

trout stocked from shore plummeted
in the mid 1990s, presumably because
of predation in nearshore waters. To
increase survival of stocked trout and
salmon, the New York Department of
Environmental Conservation began
stocking fish offshore in deep water in
1998.

Contact:

Robert O’Gorman

17 Lake Street
Oswego, NY 13126
Phone: 315-343-3951
Fax: 315-343-1766
Email:



Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic Science

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center
is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living
resources and their habitats in the

Great Lakes region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and has biological
stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic
Science in Cortland, New York, was
authorized by an act of Congress in 1930
and was initially called the Cortland
Experiment Station. Early work at the
station centered around research in
nutrition and husbandry of trout.
Consequently the station had a series of
minor name changes associated with its
mission including “Trout Nutrition
Laboratory” (1940°s), “Eastern Fish
Nutrition Laboratory” (1950’s), and
“Tunison Laboratory of Fish

Nutrition” (1970’s). Inthe early 1990°s
because of a shift in research enphasis
the station was re-named the Tunison
Laboratory of Aquatic Science. The
mission of the Laboratory is to provide
resource managers the scientific
information needed to preserve, protect,
and restore biological resources
throughout the Great Lakes basin.

Facilities

The Laboratory is located on 100 acres
of land and consists of three buildings
for offices, laboratories and storage. The

rminbuildini consists of three offices,

The Tunison Laboratory

three laboratories, one classroomand
five indoor raceways. The laboratory
building consists of seven offices, eight
laboratories, an isolation facility,

conference roomand a library room
The storage building houses up to four
vehicles and the backup generator, and
has a shop and tool room The
laboratory also has 24 outdoor concrete
raceways and three residences, two of
which are used by the Lime Hollow
Nature Center which is co-located on
Tunison’s 100 acres. Tunison’s acreage
contains nature trails and stream, pond,
and wetland habitats.

Partners

The Tunison Laboratory of Aquatic
Science cooperates with a wide variety
of both research and management
partners. These include the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, St.
Regis Mohawk Tribe, New York Sea
Grant, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources, Water Resources Division
(USGS), State University of New York
College of Environmental Science and
Forestry, Cornell University, and Hobart
and William Smith Colleges.

Research Capabilites

Research carried out at Tunison focuses
on a wide array of issues that are
important to state, federal, tribal and
Canadian natural resource managers
throughout the Great Lakes. Specific
research topics currently being
investigated by Tunison scientists
include (1) examining the feasibility of
restoring Atlantic salmon, American eel,
and lake sturgeon in Lake Ontario and
the St. Lawrence River, (2) determining
the effects of double-crested cormorant
predation on fish populations in Lake
Ontario and the St. Lawrence River,
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(3) determining the effect of cormorant
control measures (egg oiling) on
reducing impacts on fish populations, (4)
examining the cause, effect and possible
remediation of thiamine deficiency that
causes high fry mortality in salmonids,
(5) determining the ecological health of
Great Lakes tributaries, near shore areas,
and embayments as it relates to native
species restoration and exotic species
expansion, (6) determining the effects of
dressenid mussel proliferation on Lake
Ontario food-webs and associated

declines of native amphipods, (7)
development of low phosphorus fish
feeds to reduce phosphorus levels in
hatchery effluent, and (8) assessing the
biodiversity and health of wetland
habitats within the Montezuma National
Wildlife Refuge and along the St.
Lawrence River.

Contact:

James Johnson

3075 Gracie Road

Cortland, NY 13045

Phone: 607-753-9391

Fax: 607-753-0259

Email: james johnson@usgs.gov



Lake Erie Biological Station

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center is
dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing,
managing, and protecting living
resources and their habitats in the Great

Lakes Region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann

Arbor, Michigan, and has biological

stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The Lake Erie Biological Station
(LEBSY) is a field station of the
U.S. Geological Survey’s Great
Lakes Science Center in Ann
Arbor, Michigan. The Center is
headquarters for a broad and
complex program of research on
fish and other living resources of
the Great Lakes region. The
research of the LEBS focuses on
changes in the populations and
food web dynamics of important
Lake Erie fish, including exotic
species, using the R/V Musky 11
for offshore waters and the R’V
Pike for nearshore work.

The R/V Musky IL

Staff

Personnel currently assigned to
the LEBS include one fishery
research biologist, one research
ecologist, two biological
technicians and one
administrative assistant.

Partners

The Station currently conducts
fish stock assessment cruises to
the west-central basin in
cooperation with the Ohio
Division of Wildlife. LEBS has
cooperated in lake trout
monitoring with New York
Department of Environmental
Conservation, Pennsylvania Fish
& Boat Commission, and Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources
since the early 1990s. The station
has assisted the U.S. EPA in
conducting long term
environmental surveys in the
central basin since the late 1980s,
and also cooperates with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service,
universities, and international
Lake Erie task groups under the
auspices of the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission.

Recent Accomplishments
Current research includes
long-term diet and population
studies of nearshore and offshore
fish communities; influence of
habitat structure as refuges for
small fish; factors influencing
bird species diversity in wetlands
and offshore habitats; influence of
exotic species on food web
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dynamics; and effects of exotic
mussels on the nutrient turnover
rate in Lake Erie.

LEBS has also helped document
the reduced survival of hatchery-
reared lake trout and the
recruitment decline of adult white
bass in Lake Erie.

With the rapid population
increase of double-crested
cormorants, the station has
completed several studies to
determine their diet and foraging
behavior. Young gizzard shad,
emerald shiners, and freshwater
drum were identified as the
principal prey fish in their diets.
Cormorants prefer to forage in
shallow waters and near islands
or reefs.

Contact:

Michael Bur

Field Station Supervisor
Lake Erie Biological Station
6100 Columbus Avenue
Sandusky, Ohio 44870
michael bur@usgs.gov
(419) 625-1976



Hammond Bay Biological Station

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center
is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living
resources and their habitats in the

Great Lakes region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and has biological
stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

The Station

The Hammond Bay Biological Station
(HBBS) is a field station of the USGS
Great Lakes Science Center. Located
at 11188 Ray Road near Millersburg,
Michigan, it was a former U.S. Life
Saving Service and U.S. Coast Guard
Station, and was built in 1879. It
became a biological research station in
1950 and has since made important
contributions in sea lamprey research
and control in the Great Lakes.
Scientists here were responsible for
many major developments, including
design of effective barriers, discovery
of the selective lampricide (TFM) used
in stream treatments, discovery of a
second lampricide (Bayluscide), and
development of the sterile-male-
release technique for sea lamprey
control.

e

Primary Research Capabilities

Work at the HBBS centers almost
exclusively on the study and control of
the parasitic sea lamprey that invaded

the Great Lakes and devastated many
native fish species. Scientists at the
station study all three stages of the sea

lamprey life cycle: the larval phase
that burrows into stream bottoms, the
parasitic phase that feeds on host
fishes, and the spawning phase that
migrates upstream in spring to spawn.
Research on sea lampreys and their
hosts is conducted both within the
laboratory and in the field.

Facilities

The station is able to pump Lake
Huron water from two depths at over
one million gallons per day. Larval
sea lampreys can be held and fed for
extended periods. Water temperatures
can be controlled to allow studies of
both warm and cold-water fishes or to
study the effects of parasitic feeding by
sea lampreys. Artificial spawning
channels allow study of sea lamprey
spawning behavior. Analytical
capabilities include spectrophotometry,
high performance liquid
chromatography, and
spectrofluorometry. The station is
equipped to conduct static and flow-
trough toxicity tests used to examine
the effects of various factors on
lampricide toxicity in the laboratory
and the field. A nearby stream with a
combined low-head and electrical
barrier allows study of migratory
behavior in sea lampreys. A launch
ramp provides access to Lake Huron.

Cooperating Agencies

Funded by the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission (GLFC), the station
conducts research and provides
technical support for the GLFC and its
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control agents--the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
Cooperative studies are conducted with
GLFC-funded researchers from
universities in the U.S and Canada, and
with fishery biologists from state,
provincial, and tribal agencies
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.
Through an agreement with the GLFC,

.. S
B

A lake trout attacked by sea lampreys

the station is formally partnered with
Michigan State University and the
University of Guelph. When possible,
station facilities are provided to other
university researchers worldwide who
are engaged in research on lampreys.

Contact:

Roger Bergstedt

11188 Ray Road

Millersburg, MI 49759
Phone: 989-734-4768

Fax: 989-734-4494

Email: roger bergstedt@usgs.
gov



Cheboygan Vessel Base

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center
is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living
resources and their habitats in the
Great Lakes region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and has biological
stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The base is located on the West side of the river below the US-23 bridge. The office is in a single
story, vinyl sided, 2,850 square foot stick building. This building serves as an office for the vessel crews,
and as a maintenance and storage facility. The base employs 5 to 7 people who are charged with main-
taining the three large vessels, facility, grounds and government vehicles. We are equipped to do most
above water repairs, and store and maintain, trawls, nets and other scientific gear.

We have 132 ft of dockage on the Cheboygan river with 12 feet of water at dock side (we are hoping to
annex the 66 feet of city dock adjoining our property). The facility is shared with the Fish and Wildlife
Service who moor the fish stocking vessel (Togue) here.

History

1987 Took over the property from the United States Coast Guard.

1989 Rebuilt the dock.

1995 Constructed the maintenance, storage and now office building.

1998 Upgraded the vessel shore power systems.

2000 Upgraded the vessel shore power systems again to handle 440 volts 3 phase service.

Contact:

Edward Perry

Cheboygan Vessel Base

606 Water St.

Cheboygan, Michigan 49721
Phone: (231) 627-4571
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Munising Biological Station

he USGS Great Lakes Science

Center is dedicated to providing

scientific information for restoring,
enhancing managing and protecting
living resources and their habitats in

the Great Lakes region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann

Arbor, Michigan, and has biological

stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The Munising Biological Station
(MBS) is co-located with Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore in Munising,
Michigan along the southeastern shore
of Lake Superior. The station conducts
ecosystem and community level studies
of vegetation, soils and landforms on
USDI and other public lands in northern

Michigan and Wisconsin. These studies,
focused on coastal terrestrial environ-
ments, attempt to connect physical land-
scape histories with changes in plant
communities and individual species
populations over various time frames.
Studies address broad successional tra-
jectories of vegetation, trends in the
fates of rare plant habitats and popula-
tions, rates of invasion by alien plant
species and other landscape change.

The critical and current need for inter-
disciplinary study of change in coastal
ecosystems stems from (and is facili-
tated by) recent accomplishments in elu-
cidation of lake level histories derived
from studies of beach ridge sequences.

MBS has used newly-available lake
level histories to temporally frame natu-
ral habitat dynamism within Great Lakes
coastal dunes. Lake-level-driven
changes in coastal dunes have been

shown to influence coastal streams,
lakes and wetlands as well as dune habi-
tats themselves. Since the biological
ramifications of these changes are
poorly known, MBS works to place pre-
sent processes in

paleoecological perspective and to dem-
onstrate ecosystem change brought on
by stochastic environmental events not
directly observed by Europeans, but
clearly prominent in the earth system’s
record. Studies of coastal landscape
change serve USDI and other mangers
of coastal public lands by documenting
patterns of past change so that managers
can place management issues (e.g. facil-
ity placement and maintenance, monitor-
ing and management of rare species) in
proper context.

Projects

Active projects at MBS include: 1.
“Holocene history of Great Lakes
coastal dunes”: This study plan explores
the history of broad scale change in soils
and dune morphology in response to
lake level change
through  strati-
graphic studies of
buried soils that
" crop out within

| coastal  dune
~ fields. Sites in-
clude Pictured

Rocks and Sleep-
| ing Bear Dunes
National  Lake-

Hiawatha and Huron-
National Forests, and

the
Manistee

Tahquamenon Falls and Ludington State
Parks; 2. “Response of coastal vegeta-
tion to lake level change along the upper
Great Lakes”. This study investigates

shores,
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change in plant community structure and
composition through a time series read-
ing of permanent transects established
along the Great Lake coasts; 3)
“Imprints of land use history on wetland
pine islands and northern hardwood/
hemlock/white pine forests”. This pro-
ject employs land use history and resul-
tant impacts to stratify establishment of
permanent forest plots in old and second
growth pine and hardwood/hemlock for-
ests of Pictured Rocks and Apostle Is-
lands National Lakeshores and the Se-
ney National Wildlife Refuge.

Partners

Primary partners include public land
managers in northern Michigan (NPS,
USFS, USFWS, MDNR), soil scientists
with USDA-NRCS in Marquette, Michi-
gan and collaborators at regional univer-
sities (University of Wisconsin-Eau
Claire, University of Nebraska, Michi-
gan State University, University of
Toledo, Michigan Technological Uni-
versity and Northern Michigan Univer-
sity). Collaboration has brought many
tools to investigations of MBS, includ-
ing ground penetrating radar, wetland
and lakebed vibracoring, and optically
stimulated luminescence (OSL) dating
of sand deposits.

Contact:

Walter Loope

Research Ecologist

Munising Biological Station
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
P.O. Box 40

Munising, MI 49862

Phone: 906-387-2607

Fax: 906-387-4025

Email: walter loope@usgs.gov



Lake Superior Biological Station

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center
is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living
resources and their habitats in the

Great Lakes region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and has biological

stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The Lake Superior Biological Station
(LSBS) is a field station of the USGS
Great Lakes Science Center. The
U.S. Department of the Interior
established LSBS in 1957 to provide
information on the status of lake trout
populations in Lake Superior.
Monitoring of fishery stocks by LSBS
was part of a concerted effort by the
United States and Canada as
coordinated by the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission (GLFC) to
recover and manage fishes of common
concern throughout the Great Lakes
following their collapse from
overharvest, sea lamprey predation,
and habitat degradation.

Facilities

Offices, laboratories, shop, and
storage facilities are housed at 2800
Lake Shore Drive East in Ashland,

WL LSBSis co-located with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service-Ashland
Fishery Resources Office, National
Park Service, and Indian Public Health
Service.

Vessels
In 2000 a new ship, the R/V Kiyi, was
delivered to serve as principal research

The R/V Kiyi, based at LSBS

vessel and to replace the former
flagship R/V Siscowet. The R/V Kiyi
is much larger (107', 300 tons) than
the R/V Siscowet (57', 50 tons) that it
replaced. The roomy Kiyi can
comfortably accommodate up to ten
crewmembers for long cruises and has
large modern wet and dry laboratories.
Besides the Kiyi, the LSBS has a
number of smaller vessels that are
used for specialized research missions
in near shore waters.

Partners

LSBS has established research and
monitoring relationships with local,
state, national and international
resource agencies, as well as state and
national parks, tribal interests and
universities. The station’s principal
partner is the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission and its Lake Superior
Technical Committee that includes
representatives from Ontario,
Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin and
the Native American nations that
border the lake. The committee works
cooperatively to manage Lake
Superior fish stocks and their
environments and identifies
information needs and research
priorities.

Research Capabilities

The Lake Superior Biological Station
is part of a basin-wide program of
annual fish stock assessment
conducted by the USGS Great Lakes
Science Center. This fish stock
assessment program provides data to
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tribal and state agencies managing the
fisheries. This assessment program
was instrumental in providing the
information necessary for
management agencies attempting to
rehabilitate lake trout populations,
which had been severely depleted in
Lake Superior. In 1995, througha
combination of sea lamprey abatement,
stocking, and harvest control, the lake
trout was naturally reproducing and
declared fully restored and
consequently no longer requiring
annual stocking from fish hatcheries.

Lake trout

It is a success story of native fish
restoration in the Great Lakes.
LSBS also monitors the status and
trends of the Eurasian ruffe, an
invasive fish that made its way into
Duluth Harbor in the 1980’s.

Contact:

Owen Gorman

2800 Lake Shore Drive East
Ashland, WI 54806

Phone: 715-682-6163

Fax: 715-683-6511

Email: owen gorman(@usgs.gov



Lake Michigan Ecological Research Station

USGS Great Lakes Science
Center is dedicated to providing
scientific information for restoring,
enhancing managing and protecting
living resources and their habitats in
the Great Lakes region.
The Center is headquartered in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and has biological
stations and research vessels located

throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The Lake Michigan Ecological
Research Station is a field station of
the USGS Great Lakes Science
Center. Scientists at LMERS focus
on issues relevant to public lands,
trust species and shared natural
resources. Research is often a joint
venture with other agencies such as
National Park Service, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
regional universities, and state
agencies. The science is represented
in program areas including:

Status & Trends

Long-term studies are conducted
describing changes in biological
communities and population trends
of plants and animals, especially in
the Lake Michigan region.

Aquatic Resources

Studies provide critical information
needed to determine the possibility
of restoring Long Lake at Indiana

Dunes. LMERS is studying the
ecology of lakes throughout the
National Parks in the Great Lakes
Region. Studies in E. coli are

occurring at Indiana Dunes beaches,
City of Chicago beaches, and Dunes
Creek. Further testing with rapid
response equipment could possibly
pinpoint sources.

Wildlife

Investigations are conducted on
amphibians, reptiles, birds and
butterflies. These prograns
complement and support the efforts
of National Park Service projects
and state projects.

Endangered & At Risk
Species

Endangered species, such as the
Karner blue butterfly, and
threatened species are studied to
determine factors contributing to
their decline. Methods and options
for restoring populations and species
are developed.

Invasive (non-native)
Species

Factors influencing invasions of
habitats by non-native species and
their effects on the survival of native
plants are studied. A joint study is
being conducted with Indiana Dunes
and Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshores.

Habitats

An extensive study of the effects of
experimental burns on oak savanna
habitats is being conducted in Miller
Woods. This research will analyze
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the effectiveness of prescribed burns
on maintaining this unique habitat.

Contaminants
Studies are conducted to detect
contaminant exposure and its effects
on plants and animals. The impacts
of contaminants are investigated to
provide decision makers with

options for mitigation or prevention.
Research is being conducted on the
Grand Calumet Lagoons and Little
Calumet River to ascertain
concentrations of contaminants in
contaminants in aquatic species.
Midwest northern streams are
studied to determine baseline
environmental status of those areas.

Contact:

Richard Whitman

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore
1110 North Mineral Springs Road
Porter, IN 46304

Phone: 219-926-8336

Fax: 219-929-5791

Email: richard whitman@usgs.gov



Research Vessels



The R/V Kaho — Lake Ontario

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center

is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living resources
and their habitats in the Great Lakes

region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and has biological stations and
research vessels located throughout the

Great Lakes Basin.

Background

The 65 foot long R/V Kaho has been
the workhorse of the fisheries
research fleet in Lake Ontario for
more than two decades. The vessel
was built in 1961 by Hansen
Welding Company in Toledo, Ohio,
and since it was assigned to the Lake
Ontario Biological Station in 1977,
the Kaho has participated in long-
term population studies of important
prey fishes and in long-term studies
aimed at evaluating the performance
of stocked lake trout used in the
bi-national restoration program.
Current information on prey fish
populations is used by resource
managers to adjust stocking
schedules, and population models
built from the long-term data are
used to anticipate future changes in
the prey fish community.

In addition to lake trout restoration
research, the Kaho has participated
in tightly focused short-term studies
designed to determine the effect of
invasive species on the Lake Ontario
ecosystem. Such studies included
documenting changes in the food
web and in fish distribution
associated with establishment of
invasive species. Studies conducted
aboard the Kaho documented the
spread of zebra and quagga mussels
across the lake bottom and the
concurrent decline of the burrowing
amphipod, Diporeia, an important

food for many fishes. The Kaho is
also used to collect fish and
environmental samples for a wide
spectrum of studies, including the
Great Lakes Fish Contaminants
Monitoring Program in cooperation
with U.S Environmental Protection
Agerncy.

Specifications
The R/V Kaho has two crew
members, and has sleeping
accommodations for four scientific
personnel. There are two
washrooms, one with a shower, and
a full galley including an electric
range, microwave, refrigerator and
eating area. The Kaho has the ability
to be at sea for 17 days.

m\_ " s

Sampling zooplankton on the R/V Kaho

Length: 65ft.

Beam: 17.8ft

Draft: 9ft.

Displacement: 83 tons

Propulsion: Twin diesel engines
(Cummins N-855 Big Cam, 195 HP
each), Twin Disc 2.95:1 marine
gear, twin Michigan Wheel 3-blade,
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40" x 28%” propellers, 3" shafts.
Cruising Speed: 10.4 knots (12 mph)
Range: 2400 miles

Fuel: 3000 gallons

On-board Equipment

Fully equipped for fisheries research,
the Kaho has bottom and midwater
trawls, gillnets, stainless steel sorting
table, trawl winches, a deck crane,
gillnet lifters, enclosed balances and
a wet laboratory with freezers and
refrigerators for processing fish
collected.

The Kaho also has limnological
sampling capabilities with a Seabird
SBE 19 Bathythermograph with
Licor PAR sensor, ALEC
Electronics ABT-1 Direct Reading
Bathythermograph, 0.5m plankton
nets with flow meters, Niskin
bottles, Van Do water sampler,
9”x9” Ponar bottom sediment
sampler, YSI digital temperature
probe, and secchi disks.

Contact Information:
Robert O’Gorman

Lake Ontario Biological Station
17 Lake Street

Oswego, NY 13126

(315) 343-3951

robert_o'gorman@usgs.gov



The R/V Musky II — Lake Erie

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center
is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing

managing and protecting living resources
and their habitats in the Great Lakes

region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and has biological

stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

The R/V Musky 11

Based in Sandusky, Ohio, the
R/V Musky 11 is used
primarily in Lake Erie to
assess annual recruitment of
major prey and predator fish
in western Lake Erie as well
as lake trout restoration
research in the eastern basin.
In addition, the Musky II has
participated in studies
designed to determine the
impacts of environment
changes and invasive species
on the Lake Erie ecosystem.
Studies include documenting
changes in the food web and
fish distribution associated
with environmental changes.
Investigations conducted
aboard the Musky IT
documented the first Great
Lakes record of the exotic
zooplankter Bythotrephes
longimanus (spiny water
flea), first documentation of
round gobies in western Lake
Erie, and the invasive spread
of zebra and quagga mussels.
The Musky Il is also used to
collect fish and environmental
samples for a wide spectrum
of studies, in cooperation with

state, federal and Canadian
fishery and environmental
agencies, and the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission.

Specifications

Built in 1960 at Toledo, Ohio,
the Musky II can be at sea for
seven days while sleeping
four: two crewmembers and
two scientific personnel. It
has a fully equipped galley
and one head.

Length: 45 feet

Draft: 5 feet

Displacement: 24 gross tons
Propulsion: Single Diesel

engine, 250 H.P.
Cruising Speed: 10 knots
Range: 600 miles

.-’/'
8 o

- =

[

A plankton net tow.
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On-board Equipment

The Musky II is fully
equipped for fish sampling
with bottom and mid-water
trawls, including a Kem trawl
net reel, gillnets, a 20- inch
Crossley gillnet lifter and
hydroacoustics gear. It is also
well equipped for limnological
sampling with a Ponar bottom
sediment sampler,
bathythermograph, plankton
nets, dissolved oxygen and pH
meters, and secchi disks. The
vessel has a wet laboratory
with hot and cold running
water, limited counter space,
electrical outlets, freezer and
refrigerator.

Contact:

Michael Bur

Field Station Supervisor
Lake Erie Biological Station
6100 Columbus Avenue
Sandusky, Ohio 44870
michael bur(@usgs.gov

(419) 625-1976



The R/V Grayling - Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center is
dedicated to providing scientific information
for restoring, enhancing managing and
protecting living resources and their habitats

in the Great Lakes region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and has biological stations and
research vessels located throughout the Great

Lakes Basin.

Background

The R/V Grayling is the Great
Lakes Science Center’s second
largest ship, and is currently
operating on both lakes Huron and
Michigan. Docked at the
Cheboygan Vessel Base in
northeast lower Michigan, the
Grayling is used primarily to carry
out annual prey fish assessments.
These assessments have occurred
annually since the 1970's. They
represent an exceptionally long data
series that is being used to provide
current information on the prey fish
base to fisheries managers and to
facilitate understanding of long
term population trends in the fish
community. Data on prey fish
populations are especially important
in evaluating management strategies
such as predator stocking and
harvest quotas. Other current
research projects aboard the

Trends in Prey Fish
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Grayling include research into the
applications of hydroacoustic
technology in fish stock surveys,
lake trout restoration, a study of
mechanisms regulating diet and
growth of lake whitefish in Lake
Huron, and documenting the
expansion of invasive round gobies
in offshore waters and their
interactions with native species.

A round goby

Specifications

Built in 1977, the Grayling is large
enough to comfortably
accommodate eight people,
including three crew members and
five scientific personnel. It has a
full galley and two heads with
showers, and can be at sea for
around 17 days.

Length: 75 feet

Beam: 22 feet

Drafi: 9.8 feet

Displacement: 189 metric tons
Cruising Speed: 9.1 knots
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On-board equipment

Since the Grayling is primarily used
for fisheries research, it is equipped
with bottom and mid-water trawls,
gillnets and gillnet lifter, and
hydroacoustics gear. It also has
limnological sampling capabilities
with a bathythermograph, plankton
nets, Ponar bottom sediment
sampler, and side-scan sonar.

The Cheboygan Vessel Base
The Cheboygan Vessel Base
provides primary research vessel
(R/V Grayling and Siscowet)
capability across Lake Huron,
eastern Lake Superior, and Lake
Michigan, with the vessels
operating across four state
boundaries, Canadian waters, and
treaty waters in lakes Huron and
Michigan. The R/V Grayling
provides the platform for research
by investigators in the Lake Huron
Project, in hydroacoustics, food
web dynamics, and fish community
and population dynamics.

Contact:

Ed Perry

Cheboygan Vessel Base
606 Water Street
Cheboygan, MI 49721

glsc_cheboygan@usgs.gov
(231) 6274571



The R/V Sturgeon — Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan

F

E

Background
The R/V Sturgeon was acquired by
the Great Lakes Science Center in July
1993 from the Smithsonian Institution
under a property transfer. The vessel
formally named the MARSYS
RESOLUTE was used by the Institute
to support Caribbean studies for over a
decade. In early 1994 the vessel was
transferred from the Navel Shipyard in
Washington DC to the Center’s vessel
base in Cheboygan, Michigan. For
several years Center staff worked on
the vessel during the Winter months
preparing it for major overhaul. In
April 2002 Basic Marine, located in

Escanaba , Michigan was awarded the
construction contract and began the
complete overhaul of the vessel. The
anticipated completion date is May
2004. The primary mission of the
STURGEON will be to support
fisheries related science in Lake

Michigan using state -of -the-art
electronic technology and traditional
sampling gear like bottom and
midwater trawls and gillnets. Its
design characteristics include all of the
necessary features to support a wide
variety of aquatic science projects in
the open waters of the Great Lakes.

Specifications:

The STURGEON is designed to
operate with a crew of three: a captain,
mate and engineer. With berthing for
10 people, the vessel is capable of
comfortably supporting a crew of 3
and a scientific staff of 7 forupto a 15
day mission. Accommodations include
four 2 person state rooms each with a
small sink and vanity, a fully equipped
laundry room and a galley and
conference center with seating for 10.

Length: 101 feet
Beam: 24.9 feet
Draft 9 feet
Propulsion: Twin Detroit
diesels

Cruising speed: 11 knots

On-board equipment:

The STURGEON is designed to
function as an offshore work platform
during the ice-free season in the Great
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Lakes. To meet the mission
requirements of the USGS and our
basin-wide partners the vessel is
equipped with sophisticated electronic
navigational and scientific gear. Clean
electrical power available from two
Cummins 99KW generators is capable

°| of meeting all of the electrical

demands of hydro-acoustic data
acquisition and side scan sonar bottom

°| profiling. Gear deployment can easily

be accomplished using paired trawl

{| winches, high capacity deck crane, net
t| reels or the outboard davit. The 50 hp
Wesmar dual propeller bow thruster

ensures accurate control of the vessel

| at all times so docking and holding

station is done with relative ease. The
back deck work area is designed to
eliminate obstructions and facilitate
sample processing. Interior laboratory
space is divided into wet and dry
areas. The wet laboratory is equipped
with sorting tables, a gill net lifter,
computer ports, freezer space and a
live well. The dry laboratory is

New deck house.

designed to function as the electronics
control room. Here the scientist is able
to observe operations on the back deck
and monitor all of the electronic gear

including pilothouse navigational data.

Contact:

Edward Perry
Cheboygan Vessel Base
606 Water Street
Cheboygan, M1 49721
Phone: 231-6274571

Email: eperry@usgs.gov



The R/V Siscowet — Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center

is dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living resources
and their habitats in the Great Lakes

region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann

Arbor, Michigan, and has biological

stations and research vessels located
throughout the Great Lakes Basin.

The R/V Siscowet

Based at the Cheybogan
Vessel Base in Cheboygan,
Michigan, the R/V Siscowet
is now operating in Lake
Huron and Lake Michigan.
The Siscowet is a temporary
replacement for the R/V
Cisco and will be replaced
by the new research vessel
the R/V Sturgeon.

The Siscowet is currently
being used to assist with
lake trout studies, and is
also participating in a
number of preyfish studies
on both Lake Michigan and
Lake Huron. The sample
data provides information
on the distribution and
abundance of fish species
and communities. Studies
are also designed to
determine the impacts of
fishing, habitat alterations,
and pollution on fish
populations. This
information is provided to
several state, federal, and
Canadian fishery and

environmental agencies,
and the Great Lakes
Fishery Commission.

Specifications

Built in 1946 at Manitowac,
Wisconsin, the Siscowet
sleeps five: two
crewmembers and three
scientific personnel, and has
a fully equipped galley.

Length: 57 feet
Draft: 6 feet
Cruising Speed: 9.6 knots
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A plankton net tow.
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On-board Equipment

The Siscowet is fully
equipped for fish sampling
with bottom and mid-water
trawls,

including gillnets, an
Instrument winch and a
Ponar winch.. It is also well
equipped for limnological
sampling with a Ponar
bottom sediment sampler,
bathythermograph,
plankton nets, dissolved
oxygen and pH meters, and
secchi disks. The vessel has
a wet laboratory with hot
and cold running water,
limited counter space,
electrical outlets, freezer
and refrigerator.

Contact:

Edward Perry
Cheboygan Vessel Base
606 Water Street
Cheboygan, MI 44870
Phone: 231-627-4571

Email: eperry@usgs.gov



The R/V Kiyi - Lake Superior

The USGS Great Lakes Science Center is
dedicated to providing scientific
information for restoring, enhancing
managing and protecting living resources
and their habitats in the Great Lakes

region.

The Center is headquartered in Ann Arbor, a2 [
Michigan, and has biological stations and &
research vessels located throughout the

Great Lakes Basin.

The R/V Kiyi

The R/V Kiyi is the Great Lakes
Science Center’s largest
research vessel at 107 feet long
and it is based on the largest
Great Lake, Lake Superior. It is
also the Center’s newest
research vessel, commissioned
in April, 2000. It conducts fish
stock assessment, fisheries
research and habitat monitoring
in cooperation with state,
federal, tribal and university
partners through the Lake
Superior Technical Committee
of the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission. The Kiyi uses
trawls and gillnets to annually
sample preyfish populations and
to track progress in the
sustainability of the lake trout
population. The Kiyi is also
used to collect fish and
environmental samples for a
wide spectrum of studies,
including the Great Lakes
Contaminant Monitoring
Program in cooperation with the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.

Specifications

The Kiyi has four crew

members: a captain, mate,

engineer, and deck chief. In

addition to the crew, the Kiyi

sleeps five scientific personnel

and has two heads with showers,

a galley, a laundry room, and

potable water storage of 2400

gallons. The Kiyi can be at sea

without replenishment for two

weeks.

Length: 107 feet

Beam: 27 feet

Draft: 10 feet

Propulsion: Twin Cummings
diesels

Cruising speed: 10 knots

—

Back deck of the Kiyi
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On-board Equipment

The Kiyi, which completes
many fisheries and limnological
cruises per year, is fully
equipped for numerous methods
of collection. A Kolstrand
gillnet lifter, a Stern
Oceanographic A frame, trawler
net reels, a 9000 pound deck
crane, and a davit boom with a
Pullmaster bathythermograph
winch are on board to facilitate
research. A wet lab and
freezers allow for on-board
processing of samples.

Safety equipment includes a 14
foot inflatable Zodiac boat, 2 ten
person life rafts, 15 survival
suits, and a fixed CO2 engine
room fire suppression system.

Contact:

Owen Gorman

Lake Superior Biological Station
2800 Lake Shore Drive East
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806
(715) 682-6163
owen_gorman(@usgs.gov



Safety Program



Great Lakes Science Center Safety Program

Carol Edsall is the Collateral Duty Safety Officer (CDSO) for the Great Lakes Science Center in Ann
Arbor. She is working with the Regional Safety Officer on developing programs and mandatory training for
the Center staff. Within 6 months she will receive required training, which includes orientation to the
USGS Occupational Safety and Health Program, reviewing basic duties and responsibilities and learning
about the available resources and policies from the Regional Safety Manager.

General responsibilities include advising management in developing the occupational safety and health
program at the center. The Center’s Safety Plan will be reviewed and revised as necessary. Center staff will
be informed of safety training requirements and will be advised as to how to best accomplish the training
(examples of training are laboratory safety, hazardous communications program, and defensive driving).
Safety meetings will be reestablished in order to address employee concerns regarding matters of safety and
occupational health.

Dr. James P. Hickey, Research Chemist, is both the Center Chemical Hygiene Officer and the Hazardous
Waste Officer. He is responsible for the maintenance of the Chemical Hygiene Plan and enforcement of
numerous chemical-related provisions therein. The Chemical Hygiene Plan contains numerous safety-
related policies and SOP’s, and is required reading for all new employees.

The Great Lakes Science Center underwent an external environmental compliance audit in April, 2002. All
open findings from the report issued have been addressed and those findings were entered into the
WEBCASS database. The Chemical Hygiene plan has been updated and is available to all employees on
the Center’s LAN. Training videos for the HAZCOM program have been converted to CD-ROM and will
also be available to all staff on the LAN. The most significant accomplishment was the remodeling of the
indoor flammable storage area to meet the necessary safety requirements.
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USGS Biological Resources Programs
Great Lakes Science Center

Points of Contact:

BIOLOGICAL INFORMATICS

Scott Nelson, IT Specialist

USGS Great Lakes Science Center
1451 Green Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Tel. 734-214-7243

FAX 734-994-8780

E-mail: scott nelson@usgs.gov
CONTAMINANT BIOLOGY

James Hickey, Research Chemist
USGS Great Lakes Science Center
1451 Green Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Tel. 734-214-7233
FAX 734-994-8780
E-mail: james hickey@usgs.gov

FISHERIES: AQUATIC AND
ENDANGERED RESOURCES

James Johnson, Ecologist & Branch Chief
USGS Great Lakes Science Center
Tunison Lab. Of Aquatic Science

3075 Gracie Rd.

Cortland, NY 13045-9457

Tel. 607-753-9391 ext. 30

FAX 607-753-0259

E-mail: james h Johnson@usgs.gov
SEA LAMPREY CONTROL

INVASIVE SPECIES

S. Jerrine Nichols, Research Fishery Biologist
USGS Great Lakes Science Center

1451 Green Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Tel. 734-214-7218

FAX 734-994-8780

E-mail: s_jerrine Nichols@usgs.gov

STATUS & TRENDS

Jacqueline Savino, Research Fishery Biologist & Branch Chief
USGS Great Lakes Science Center

1451 Green Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Tel. 734-214-7258

FAX 734-994-8780

E-mail: Jacqueline savino@usgs.gov

TERRESTRIAL, FRESHWATER AND
MARINE ECOSYSTEMS

Douglas A. Wilcox, Ecologist & Branch Chief
USGS Great Lakes Science Center

1451 Green Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Tel. 734-214-7256

FAX 734-994-8780

E-mail: Douglas Wilcox@usgs.gov

Roger Bergstedt, Research Fishery Biologist & Field Station Supervisor

USGS Great Lakes Science Center
Hammond Bay Biologist Station
11188 Ray Rd.

Millersburg, MI 49759-9481

Tel. 989-734-4768 ext. 114
FAX 989-734-4494

E-mail: roger bergstedt@usgs.gov
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Biological Informatics Program

Introduction

People are the most important part of the Biological Informatics Program of the Great Lakes Science Center. The GLSC cur-
rently employs five and one half full time workers and several work-study workers. These workers include a Communications
Officer, Statistician, Librarian, Web Designer, Database Developer, Computers Systems Administrator, and the Computer Sec-
tion Leader. This staft applies innovative technologies and practices to the management of biological data, information, and
knowledge, thereby increasing its value to the internal and external customers of the GLSC.

Information Infrastructure - Physical

The physical component of the information infrastructure is first described by its geographical locations. Beside the home office
located in Ann Arbor, MI, the GLSC has eight field offices. The Marquette and Munising Michigan field offices have one per-
son each and are collocated with USFWS and NPS respectively. The Cheboygan Vessel Base has a low intensity computing
installation. Ashland, WI; Porter, IN; Hammond Bay, MI; Sandusky, OH; Oswego, NY; and Cortland, NY; each have a mini-
mum of five FTEs. These five larger field stations each have a network server as well as PCs and printers.

3 The GLSC employs the use of PC hardware sufficient to support the deployment of the lat-
— y est desktop and server operating systems. There are approximately 120 desktop and server
— PCs throughout the GLSC. The most cost effective approach is attempted in leveraging ex-
isting hardware components to make good on previous investments and minimize waste
when upgrading systems. Discarded hardware is placed in appropriate reuse/recycling
streams. The GLSC participates appropriately in DOI hardware contracts with Dell, IBM
and others.

valar

The network infrastructure at all the locations of the GLSC is 100mps Ethernet. Each loca-
tion is equipped with high-speed Internet connectivity. The Ann Arbor Internet connection
is T1 to Reston, VA via MCI-WorldCom. Marquette, Munising, Porter and Sandusky are
collocated with USFWS, NPS, NPS, and NASA respectively and utilize the host Internet
connection. The other field offices utilize low cost local commercial ISPs: Ashland uses
Charter Cable service; Oswego and Cortland use Media One Cable service.
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Information Infrastructure — Telecommunications

The GLSC maintains state of the art telecommunications systems at each of its locations. These systems include automated at-
tendant and voice mail for each employee.

Information Infrastructure — Software

The GLSC fully participates with the DOI software contracts for Adobe products, Norton Antivirus, Windows XP, Office XP,
Windows 2003 Server, and Oracle 9i. In addition, SAS (Statistical Analysis System) is utilized through a USGS contract.

Information Infrastructure — Security

On December 9, 2003, The House Subcommittee on Technology, Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relations and the Cen-
sus released its Federal Computer Security Report Card. This release was based on reports required by the Federal Information
Security Management Act of 2002. The federal government on the whole received grade D while the Department of Interior
received grade F. The Department of Interior as a whole and the USGS in particular is under taking large efforts to improve.
The GLSC is working in stride with these efforts. In particular we are keeping all operating systems patched, virus updates ap-
plied, firewalls established on all our networks, and our public web server is secured in a demilitarized zone.

This year the USGS is undergoing a Certification and Accreditation process on its IT systems. Certification is an evaluation of
the security features of an IT system and establishes the extent to it meets documented security requirements. Accreditation is
the formal declaration by an approving authority that an IT system is compliant with established security requirements. The
GLSC is cooperating with this process.



All of the locations of the GLSC maintain offsite backups of all data. The Ann Arbor location maintains
this is a bank safety deposit box.

Information Infrastructure — Databases

The GLSC considers its elemental databases to be part of its information infrastructure. Most large datasets
are managed using the Oracle relational database management system software. All Oracle databases have
been recently converted to the current release of the software: Oracle 91 (except for two lake components of
RVCAT). All databases operating under Oracle 9i are intrinsically web enabled. This creates wonderful
potential for serving data to the internal and external partners of the GLSC.

RVCAT - The Research Vessel Catch System (RVCAT) contains data going back to 1954. It holds all
biological data collected on the large vessels operating in the five Great Lakes and is the life-blood of the
deepwater science program. Data on some of the vessels is entered directly into an Oracle database at the
point of collection. This data is then imported into the master database within days of cruise completion
and ready for analysis.

An RVCAT Integration Committee has been established to oversee the continued development of the
system. With representatives from each lake project the committee will undertake the following tasks:

1. Finish implementing the web based approach to RVCAT. Import the two remaining
components: Superior and Ontario.

2. Develop Documentation and User manuals for this new Oracle 91 approach: "RVCAT for
Dummies".

3. Make deepwater science and summaries available on the web.

4. Collect, digitize, and link with RVCAT essential metadata, primarily including cruise reports,
float plans, and sops.

Great Lakes Aquatic GAP: The GLSC is constructing and housing the central database of this project.
This is a five-year interagency project and is part of the National Biological Information Infrastructure
(NBII).

Genetics: The GLSC Laboratory of Molecular Ecology generates genetics data on Great Lakes fish stocks.
his data is currently entered into an array of spreadsheets and MS-Access database tables. A redesign of
this data system has recently been completed in print form. Based on this specification, a cohesive Oracle
9i database will be created to establish a new genetics information system.

Commercial Catch (COMCAT): Daily fishing records of U.S. Waters of the Great Lakes. Data spans
from 1971 to present and is served on the GLSC and NMFS web sites:
http://www.glsc.usgs.gov/data.asp?ID=3 and http://www.st.nmfs.gov/st1/commercial/ .

Coded Wire Tag: Database housed in Ann Arbor. Contributors include OMNR, GLSC, MDEQ, FWS,
CORA. Contains the history of captured Coded Wire Tag lake trout from Lake Huron.

Lake Erie Environmental Investigations: Contains data from a study done on Lake Erie Tributaries from
the 1980s and 90s demonstrating the linkage between sediment contaminants and fish health — fish
communities — invertebrate communities.

Lake Erie Near Shore - Contains (will contain) general ecological data spanning from 2000-2002.

Includes larval and juvenile fish, benthic invertebrates, zooplankton, and limnological parameters using
three different sampling designs.
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Contaminant Chemistry — Contains fish tissue archive and organic pesticide and PCB results since the
early 70s. Also contains some contaminant sediment data.

Interagency Cisco Database — Small mesh gillnet captures of Cisco (chubs) from Lake Superior,
contributed by MN DNR, WI DNR, MI DNR, Kewanaw Bay & Redcliff tribes, CORA, USGS.

Interagency Predator Prey Database — Lake Superior returns of several predator species contributed by
all agencies in Cisco database plus OMNR.

Card Image Data — Various collections of benthic invertebrates, Hexagenia, macrophytes, etc. from the
60s, 70s and 80s.

GIS - Site specific data sets such as Metzger Marsh, Lake Erie; maps of spawning habitats in the Great
Lakes. GIS maps of terrestrial wetlands and aquatic habitats at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.

Statistical Support

The Center Statistician provides support for experimental and survey sample design, choice of statistical
methods, data exploration, quality assurance of data, data manipulation, statistical analysis, interpretation
and presentation of results, and the review of proposals and manuscripts.

John Van Oeostan Library

The Van Oostan library contains one of the largest print collections of aquatic sciences literature in the
world. This collection is electronically searchable through the use of Cuadra Star Associates database
software. In addition, the library provides access for Center scientists to a variety of online literature search
services, and obtains documents needed by scientists. The library plays a key role in tracking the
manuscript publication process. The Center’s manuscripts are referenced in an electronic database. All of
the libraries electronic databases are searchable through a world wide web interface.

GLSC Web Site

The Great Lakes Science Center Web Site (http://www.glsc.usgs.gov) provides electronic access to the
information produced by the Center. A full time position was established at the beginning of the current
fiscal year to improve this vital resource. At the same time, a web committee was established to guide the
ongoing development of the site.

National Biological Information Infrastructure

The NBII is a portal into the Nations biological information. The GLSC participates directly and indirectly
in the NBII. Direct involvement includes participation in the Great Lakes Aquatic GAP regional project.
Indirect involvement includes most of the science conducted at the Center. During the next five years, the
GLSC will be exploring ways to become more directly involved in the NBII. Specifically, the Center will
improve its participation in the production and posting of metadata. The Center will also explore the
creation of a Great Lakes Regional NBII Node.

Contact:

Scott Nelson

Section Leader, Computer
Great Lakes Science Center
1451 Green Road

Ann Arbor, Mi 48105

Phone: 734-214-7243

Fax: 734-994-8780

Email: scott nelson@usgs.gov
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Contaminant Biology Program

Contaminants in the Great Lakes
Biota

Chemical stressors of many classes
impact on fisheries in the Great Lakes to

different degrees and on many levels, and

are a priority with the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the U. S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, and Great
Lakes basin states, Canadian provinces,

and their municipalities. The combination

of the large surface area and volume;

heavy concentration of agriculture, indus-

try and municipal development; and the
long hydraulic retention time of the Great
Lakes make fisheries particularly suscep-
tible to these stressors. For the past three
decades, through cooperative agreements
with numerous basin agencies and re-
search programs, the Center programhas
provided sound science and needed infor-
mation to the Great Lakes basin commu-

nity through monitoring contaminant be-
havior, fate, and transport studies, as well
as hazard assessment. Recent studies

= i

Urban Development

traced the emergence and behavior of
polybrominated diphenyl ethers, an
emerging contaminant class of fire retar-
dant chemicals. Also, recent studies of
archived rainbow smelt tissue (1983-
2002) helped determine species sensitiv-
ity to contaminated sediment in the basin,
and provided critical Great Lakes food
web data. We have developed a
nonlethal tissue sampling method to pro-
vide necessary residue data to assist in
lake sturgeon recruitment studies. The
tissue data provided by this study supple-
ment a meager lake sturgeon contaminant
body burden database existing in the
Great Lakes basin. The Center program
has shifted emphasis recently from
residue monitoring to food and energy

web considerations, including the eluci-
dation of chemical stressor trophic trans-
fer patterns, bioaccumulation, and like
problems important to the Center mis-
sion.

Lake Sturgeon

Current Program.

The present research efforts under this
task have three interrelated concentra-
tions: chemical stressor identification and
pathway elucidation of trophic transfer
interference, chemical property estima-
tion, and risk/hazard assessment. There
is need to elucidate the identity and tro-
phic transfer pathways of many of these
chemical stressors, which include both
traditional and emerging issue contami-
nants as well as dietary components.
Cause-and-effect linkages have been
made for many chemical stressors with
lethal and sub-lethal problems involving
trophic transfer interferences through
food and energy webs for fish and wild-
life. The acquisition of both skills and
ability to use the stable isotope technique
to help investigate trophic transfer inter-
ferences has become a high priority.

Once identified, the hazard these
stressors present to Great Lakes biota are
assessed and communicated. However,
data needed to reliably perform accurate
hazard and risk assessments on the thou-
sands of compounds in use and intro-
duced yearlyare available for onlya
small fraction these compounds. As
time, equipment, and funding considera-
tions make the requisite data collection
impossible, there is urgent need to obtain
reliable estimates of physical properties,
potential hazard, and ultimate environ-
mental fate. Quantitative structure-
activity relationship (QSAR) investiga-
tions create models that correlate numer-

ous types of chemical descriptors with
published environmental activity and fate
to provide, very quickly and very inex-
pensively, reliable data for hazard screen-
ing and other purposes. Periodic physical
property determinations have been made
for compounds (classes) for national con-
taminant oversight groups such as Inter-
agency Testing Committee (ITC), and
investigations of "hot topics", such as
endocrine disruption, natural bioremedia-
tion, and emerging contaminant issues.
Center QSAR investigations have re-
sulted in prototype expert system soft-
ware designed for estimation of physico-
chemical properties for stressors includ-
ing toxic endpoints for organisms. This
software, very useable by field personnel,
allows for rapid toxicity and other prop-
erty estimation for a very wide variety of
environmental organic, organometallic,
and inorganic/heavy metal contaminants.
Estimation of even rudimentary metal
environmental behavior has proven very
difficult to date in QSAR investigations,
and our investigations have put the Cen-
ter on the cutting edge in this field.

The third phase involves determination
of risk associated with the contaminants
found in the environment. The projects
range from the cellular to population im-
pacts. Fish, wildlife, and other aquatic
biota of the Great Lakes watershed have
been diminished by degraded habitats
that have been chemically or physically
altered by anthropogenic activity. We
have been instrumental in establishing

Contaminated Brown Bullhead
guidelines and a protocol for aquatic risk

assessment during work with the USEPA
on Great Lakes Areas of Concern (AOC).



Future Directions.

The long-term goal of this Center pro-
gram is to provide improved capability to
assess the hazard and impact of thousands
of observed and potential chemical stress-
ors found in fish, sediment, and water on
trophic transfer processes of the Great
Lakes food and energy webs. In order to
achieve the long-term goal, we 1) make
analytical measurements of chemical
stressors for identification and quantita-
tion (where necessary), and elucidate
stressor impacts on trophic transfer
through food and energy webs, 2) either
use existing or develop new (where
needed) mathematical models and chemi-
cal property databases to help compile
necessary physicochemical information to
describe chemical stressor environmental
behavior including toxicity, persistence
and bioaccumulation potential, 3) develop
a hazard ranking using additional litera-
ture data on toxicities, bioaccumulation,
biodegradation, and sources, 4) assess risk
of site-specific contamination to biota,
and when possible 5) suggest remediation
strategies.

Goals and 5-Year Objectives.

Goal 1. Elucidate trophic transfer inter-
ferences and pathways of chemical in
Great Lakes food webs.

Objective 1. Collaborate re-
search efforts, create viable database, de-
velop laboratory assay capabilities for use

Related Research Projects:
Project-Task Primary Program
9TZ-46 Contaminant Biology
9IM-50 Biological Informatics
OIN-13 Fisheries: Aquatic and
Endangered Resources

in early mortality syndrome investigations
in Great Lakes basin

Objective 2. Develop profi-
ciency in and a mechanism for use of sta-
ble isotope analysis application to eco-
logical problems.

Objective 3. Develop internal
and external collaborations for the investi-
gation of trophic transfer interferences
fromidentified chemical stressors in
Great Lakes biota.

Goal 2. Develop OSARs where necessary i

for general field use to fill in critical data
gaps, especially for inorganic and heavy
metal species.

Objective 1. Compile QSAR
methodology and databases for a generic
“toolbox’ to assist ecosystem health in-
vestigations including fate, trophic trans-
fer, and hazard assessment.

Objective2 Develop needed
QSAR-based risk and hazard assessment
tools, such as metal property-prediction
parameters, for field use. Distribute prod-
ucts, and utilize the CRADA process.

Goal 3. Determine
likely sources, exposure
routes, speciation,
bioavailability, and ulti-
mate environmental fate
(5) for critical chemical
compounds.

Objective 1.
Understand derivation
of existing quality crite-
ria and improve by in-
corporating speciation
and bioavailability fac-
tors for more accurate
risk and hazard assess-
ment.

Objective 2. Develop subse-
quent quality criteria database(s) reflect-
ing these modifications.

Goal 4. Apply compiled data, data esti-
mation methods, and tools to risk and
hazard assessment issues for more accu-
rate and useable assessments.

Title
Contaminants in the Great Lakes Biota
GAP Assessment — Year Two
Ecosystem Health, Great Lakes

Objective 1. Compile “toolbox’ of soft-
ware and databases to facilitate risk and
hazard assessments at affected sites and/or
with national databases.

Objective 2. Work with BEST
and NAWQA and other research consortia
such as LEETI as part of their National
Synthesis Teams, assisting with the analy-
ses of their numerous databases, to pro-
mote more accurate risk and hazard
assessment.

Goal S. Apply risk and hazard assess-
ments to restoration and adaptive man-
agement frameworks for impaired ecosys-
tems.

Objective 1. Compile and under-
stand needs of Great Lakes basin LaMPs
and RAPs with the aim of fine-tuning re-
search goals to answering the needs of the
basin community.

Objective 2. Develop collabora-
tions with appropriate committees and
such to relay needed data as developed.

Contact:

James P. Hickey

Section Leader, Ecosystem Health
Great Lakes Science Center

1451 Green Road

Amn Arbor, MI 48105

Phone: 734-214-7233

Fax: 734-994-8780

Email: james hickey@usgs.gov

PI
Hickey

Reader




Fisheries: Aquatic and Endangered

Background

Anthropogenic activities have led to
the decline and sometimes extinction of
several species native to the Great Lakes.
Species that were extirpated in some or
all of the Great Lakes include lake trout,
Atlantic salmon, blue pike, and several
species of ciscoes. Species whose popu-
lations have dramatically declined in-
clude American eel, lake sturgeon, lake

Young lake sturgeon.

trout, lake whitefish, lake herring, coaster
brook trout, deepwater sculpin, and sev-
eral species of native unionid clams.
Several of these species were historically
used by Native American tribes for sub-
sistence and ceremonial purposes.

No single factor led to the decline of
native fish species in the Great Lakes.
For migratory species such as Atlantic
salmon and American eel, dams are
thought to have severed historic migra-
tionroutes. For other species, such as
lake trout and blue pike, combinations of
factors including over-harvest and preda-
tion by sea lamprey are considered the
major causes of their declines. Alewife,
an invasive marine species that is now a
major prey species in several Great
Lakes, is thought to have led to the de-
cline of ciscoes and perhaps deepwater
sculpin in some of the Great Lakes by a
combination of predation and competi-
tion.

Because of the variety of anthropo-
genic activities that have led to the ex-
tinction and decline of native fish species
in the Great Lakes and the complex life
history strategies of these species, resto-
ration efforts must be comprehensive and
multi-faceted. Recent changes in the

Resources

Great Lakes ecosystem brought about by
a host of new invasive species including
dreissenid mussels, Asian clams, ruffe,
round goby, and Phragmites (common
reed) make restoration attempts even
more difficult. Restoration of native spe-
cies must take into consideration many
issues including genetics, strains, and
disease. For example, genetic concerns
will be less important in the case of extir-
pated species (i.e., Atlantic salmon) and
strain evaluation will be a high priority.
In the case of declining species (e.g., lake
sturgeon), genetics will be a high priority
to ensure that restoration activities do not
adversely impact native gene pools (i.e.,
cause founder effects).

Native species recovery in the Great
Lakes also includes the restoration of de-
graded habitats that have been chemically
and/or physically altered by anthropo-
genic activities. For example, the near-
shore area is an important spawning and
nursery ground for over 100 fish species
in the Great Lakes; however, this area is
also most prone to human interference.
Habitat restoration activities can be tar-
geted to achieve ecological benefits at
either the community or individual spe-
cies level and are critical for preserving
aquatic biodiversity throughout the Great
Lakes. Developing a better understand-
ing of how existing anthropogenic activi-
ties; such as water level control to sup-
port shipping and hydropower industries,
hardening and development of shorelines,
and modification of harbors and tributar-
ies to facilitate vessel navigation; impact
habitat and biological communities in the
Great Lakes is a critical need of resource
managers.

The ecological health of the Great
Lakes is a priority concern for all the
partners of the Great Lakes Science Cen-
ter (GLSC). Consequently, developing
indices to quickly and effectively identify
the ecological health of deepwater, near-
shore, and tributary ecosystems in the
Great Lakes is important. Furthermore,
establishing linkages among these eco-
systems and with riparian and terrestrial
landscapes will be necessary to provide
resource managers with the information
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they need to effectively manage the
world’s largest freshwater ecosystem.

Current Program

The Great Lakes Science Center’s
Fisheries: Aquatic and Endangered Re-
sources (FAER) research program places
a heavy emphasis on field studies by sci-
entists located at both Ann Arbor and our
numerous field stations. Based largely
on our partner needs, these studies vary
in scope, complexity, and scale. Under
the broad categorization of restoration
ecology, GLSC scientists are involved
with a wide range of studies that focus on
habitat, fish, and mussels. The GLSC’s
habitat restoration research includes help-
ing the Fish and Wildlife Service identify
the most effective ways to restore wet-
lands at several national wildlife refuges
throughout the basin. Center scientists
are also carrying out risk assessment re-
search associated with habitat restoration
and remediation. Fisheries restoration
research is directed at American eel, At-
lantic salmon, lake sturgeon, and lake

L d

American eel.

trout. Restoration research on native un-
ionid mussels is being carried out in co-
operation with several of our partners.
Common to all restoration ecology re-
search activities carried out by GLSC
scientists is the elucidation of causal
mechanisms contributing to the decline
of associated species, which may aid in
recovery efforts.

Center scientists are also working ona
variety of research projects associated
with aquatic ecosystem health. One of
the Center’s major efforts in this area in-
volves thiamine deficiency of top fish
predators in the Great Lakes. Thiamine
deficiency is attributed to the consump-
tion of the invasive alewife, a species




high in thiaminase, and has been shown to
affect fry survival (“Early Mortality Syn-
drome”) and, more recently, the migratory

Adult salmonid being injected with thiamine
to treat thiamine deficiency caused by Early
Mortality Syndrome.

ability of adult salmonids. GLSC re-
search in this area is directed at both help-
ing managers better understand the cause
and linkages of thiamine deficiency and
developing management techniques to
circumvent the problem. Research link-
ing nearshore ecosystems to deepwater,
tributary, and terrestrial ecosystems is on-
going in the Great Lakes and involves
teams of Ann Arbor and field station sci-
entists. In Lake Erie, a research team is
looking at how abiotic and biotic factors
such as substrate type, water quality, inva-
sive species, and watershed use may af-
fect larval fish communities in nearshore
nursery areas. The scope of this research
can be expanded to include other life his-
tory variables, and the protocols devel-
oped may be used to implement similar
comparison studies in the other Great
Lakes and connecting channels. Center
scientists are also conducting research to
improve sampling protocols for and risk
assessment of E. coli in nearshore waters
of the Great Lakes and are examining the
decline of Diporeia and associated causes.
Several scientists at Ann Arbor and at
field stations are working on the Great
Lakes Regional Aquatic Gap Analysis
project, which is attempting to determine
the biodiversity within the basin and iden-
tify gaps in species distribution informa-

Great Lakes Regional Aquatic
GAP Analysis Project

EUSGS &

g

tion and conservation coverage at the
landscape scale.

Some research activities of GLSC sci-
entists within the FAER research program
lie beyond the central scope of restoration
ecology or aquatic ecosystem health, but
are undertaken in response to emerging
needs of partners and incorporate the spe-
cialized skills and expertise of GLSC sci-
entists. Center researchers are conducting
studies to help resource managers deter-
mine the impacts of double-crested cor-
morants on fish populations as well as the
effects of water level changes on key bi-
otic resources. The center is also provid-
ing scientific leadership in using new
technologies to better understand the life
history patterns of several important deep-
water salmonid species in the Great
Lakes.

New Directions

The future direction of the FAER re-
search program at the GLSC will be
shaped to some extent by the rapid rate of
change now occurring throughout the
Great Lakes basin. Possibly never before
in the history of this ecosystem has this
rate been so rapid, nor the changes so dy-
namic. The changes have been greatly
accelerated by invasive species, most no-
tably dreissenid mussels. Consequently,
charting a fixed course of action for the
future at this time is probably imprudent.
At best, an adaptive course can be plotted
that responds to changes now underway in
the ecosystem, with full recognition that
new changes and challenges will arrive in
the future and need to be addressed at that
time.

In plotting this new and adaptive direc-
tion for the Center’s FAER research pro-
gram, it should be recognized that restora-
tion ecology and aquatic ecosystem health
will remain major thematic research areas.
Our partners’  interests in restoring na-
tive species and determining and improv-
ing aquatic ecosystem health will not di-
minish. The changes underway in the
Great Lakes ecosystem will, however,
very much determine what specific re-
search the Center undertakes in these reas
in the future. The rate of change in the
Great Lakes ecosystem is probably most
pronounced in the lower trophic levels.
Consequently, food-web disruption
should be anticipated and our research
focus should attempt to examine if and
how this disruption will infiltrate higher
trophic levels. Will food web disruption
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vary among lakes, within lakes, among
habitats between nearshore and offshore
areas? The magnitude of these questions
suggests that an integrated multi-
disciplinary approach will be necessary to
address them. Within the GLSC’s own
research staff, integration between deep-
water science and nearshore science pro-
grams will certainly be required.

Perturbations at the lower trophic lev-
els in the Great Lakes may also afford
managers the opportunity to re-couple
native food webs in some of the lakes by
restoring native coregonid species. There
is management interest in considering this
in Lake Erie (lake herring) and Lake On-
tario (bloater). The GLSC’s FAER and
deepwater science programs are highly
capable at assisting managers with these
unique and large-scale efforts, if under-
taken.

The FAER research program of the
GLSC is, and will continue to be, diverse.
Similar to the deepwater science program,
the
strength of
the Cen-
ters’
FAER re-
search pro-
gram is
that it is
being car-

ried out
through-
out the
basin, by
researchers located at both Ann Arbor and
at field stations. The size, complexity,
and rate of change in the Great Lakes eco-
system will require F AER research efforts
in the future to have more robust sampling
designs and modeling approaches leading
to increased predictive capability, better
integr