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Agricultural Research Service (ARS) 
 
ARS is the designated contracting activity for the Research, Education and Economics (REE) mission area agencies (Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES), Economic Research Service (ERS), and National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS)).  In support of these agencies, ARS procures a wide variety of supplies, services, and equipment.  In addition, ARS procures major 
construction services such as small buildings, greenhouses, repair, maintenance, and energy retrofitting. 
  
ARS is responsible for developing through basic, applied, and developmental research, new knowledge and technology which will ensure an 
abundance of high quality, nutritious, reasonably priced food and other agricultural products to meet domestic and world needs while maintaining 
natural resources and environmental quality. 
 

Purchasing is accomplished at the lowest level possible in ARS and over 100 decentralized locations throughout the United States to maintain 
operational support close to the mission activity units.  Most items and services described above are purchased through the competitive bidding 
process (i.e., sealed bids or negotiated procurements, which may be set-aside for small or HUBZone businesses).  Federal Supply Schedule 
contracts are also a significant source of supplies. 
 
Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) 
 
The goal of CSREES is to strengthen Federal, State, and local partnerships in research, education, and extension activities.  CSREES facilitates 
the advancement of science and technology in the nationwide agricultural research system by providing federal resources, participating in 
cooperative program planning and evaluation, including developing a forum for coordination between State Agricultural Experiment Stations, 
USDA, and Federal research scientists.  CSREES responds educationally to critical national issues affecting food and agricultural systems. 
 
National Agricultural Statistic Service (NASS) 
 
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) gives coordinated leadership to statistical reporting, research, and service programs of 
USDA.  It provides a channel for the orderly flow of statistical intelligence about the agricultural economy and the country.  The primary  
responsibilities of NASS are the national and state crop and livestock estimates including coordination and improvement in the USDA’s 
statistical requirements. 
 
Economic Research Service (ERS) 
 



The Economic Research Service (ERS) develops and carries out a program of economic research designed to benefit 
farmers and the general public.  The findings of this research are made available to farmers and others through research 
reports and through economic outlook and situation reports on major commodities, the national economy, and the 
international economy. 
 



 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND ECONOMICS 
 
 MAJOR CONTRACTING OFFICES AND OSDBU COORDINATORS 

 
    HEADQUARTERS 
 
Theresa M. Stephens, OSDBU Coordinator 
Acquisition and Property Division 
5601 Sunnyside Avenue 
Beltsville, MD  20705-5117 
Telephone:  301-504-1725 
Fax:  301-504-1739 
E-mail:  tstephens@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Nationwide and Foreign Programs, 
and National Agricultural Library 
 
Jennifer Cook, OSDBU Coordinator 
Facilities Division 
5601 Sunnyside Avenue 
Beltsville, MD 20705-5123 
Telephone: 301-504-1178 
Fax:  301-504-1190 
E-mail: JCOOK@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes: Nationwide programs for all agencies 
(Architect & Engineering Services and 
Construction) 
 
 BELTSVILLE AREA 
 
Mike Wyckoff, OSDBU Coordinator 
Building 003, BARC-West 
Beltsville, MD  20505 
Telephone:  301-504-7600 
Fax:  301-504-5009 
E-mail:  wyckoffm@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center, U.S. National Arboretum, Washington, 
D.C. 
 

 
 
 MID SOUTH AREA 
 
Terry Krutz, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
Stoneville Road, Box 225 
Stoneville, MS  38776 
Telephone:  662-686-5361 
Fax:  662-686-5373  
E-mail:  tkrutz@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Alabama  
 
   
            MIDWEST AREA  
 
Norma Cremeens, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
1815 N. University Street 
Peoria, IL  61604 
Telephone:  309-681-6618 
Fax:  309-681-6683 
E-mail:  cremeenn@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Ohio, Missouri, Minnesota, and Wisconsin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 NORTH ATLANTIC AREA 
 
Eileen LeGates, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
600 East Mermaid Lane 
Philadelphia, PA  19118 
Telephone:  215-233-6551 
Fax:  215-233-6558 
E-mail: elegates@arserrc.gov 
 
Includes:  Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, New 
York, Maryland, Connecticut, Delaware, West 
Virginia, Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, and 
New Hampshire 
 
 NORTHERN PLAINS AREA 
 
Dick Jansen, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
1201 Oakridge Drive, Suite 150 
Ft. Collins, CO  80525 
Telephone:  970-229-5517 
Fax:  970-229-5531 
E-mail:  jansend@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Colorado, Kansas, Montana, 
Nebraska, Utah, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
and Wyoming 
 
 



 PACIFIC WEST AREA 
 
Jack Nelson, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
800 Buchanan Street 
Albany, CA  94710 
Telephone:  510-559-6016 
Fax:  510-559-6023 
E-mail: jnelson@pw.ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  California, Alaska, Arizona, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington 
 

 SOUTH ATLANTIC AREA 
 
Mary LaRue, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
P.O. Box 5677, College Station Road 
Athens, GA  30613 
Telephone:  706-546-3532 
Fax:  706-546-3444 
E-mail: laruem@saa.ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, the Virgin Islands and Puerto 
Rico 

 SOUTHERN PLAINS AREA 
 
Michael Downing, OSDBU Coordinator 
USDA, Agricultural Research Service 
7607 Eastmark Drive, Suite 230 
College Station, TX  77840 
Telephone: 979-260-9446 
Fax: 979-260-9344 
E-mail: mdowning@ars.usda.gov 
 
Includes:  Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Arkansas, and Panama

 
 


