“Diverson & Mental Health Courts’

Henry J. Steadman, Ph.D.

» What is diversion?
Mental health and juvenile justice use term differently
Key characteristics
?  Specified target group
?  Specific program/dedicated staff for diversion
Not usual emergency mental health crisis response
?  Out of the crimina justice system to community-based mental health and
substance abuse services
Inlieu of jail
Radically reduced jail time
Non-sentence serving target group (NOT discharge planning)
?  Crimina charges
- Not filed
Dropped
Condition of bail
Deferred prosecution
Condition of probation
Deferred sentencing

» Key points of diversion (see attachment)
Police
Court
Jail

» Why current emphasis on police & mental health courts?
- “Sooner is better”

Reduce negative effects of incarceration

Limit stigma

Increase chance of linkage to community-based treatment

Assumption that courts can leverage access to services, maybe even expand

resources
Assumption that power of court will increase treatment adherence

Symbolic force
Actua sanctions
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Websites:
1. Center for Problem Solving Courts

The Center for Problem Solving Courts provides state of the art information, as
well as the educational, training, and scholarly support necessary for Problem
Solving Courts to succeed. Existing Problem Solving Courts include Drug Court,
DUI/Drug Courts, Domestic Violence Courts, Homeless courts, Mental 11Iness
Courts and Re-entry Courts

http://www.problemsolvingcourts.com/

NI C Jails Division

The NIC Jails Division provides services to improve the management and
operation of jails throughout the US and its commonwealth and territories. Its
primary constituency consists of more than 3,000 county jails as well as regional
jails, state-operated jails, large-city jails, and Indian Country jails.

www.nicic.org/about/divisiondjails.htm

3. Community Corrections



WWW.corrections.com

4. U.S. Department of Corrections, Bureau of Justice Statistics
http://www.0ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/'wel come.html

5. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
http://www.samhsa.gov/

6. Center for Mental Health Services, SAMHSA
http://www.samhsa.gov/centers/’cmhs/cmhs.html

7. Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, SAMHSA
http://www.samhsa.gov/centers/csat/csat.html

8. U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs
http://www.0jp.gov

Related Jail Diversion Articles
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http://www.prainc.com/jail/
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