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SUBJECT: Guidclincs for Offices of Inspector Gcn.eral
\\'ith Statutory l:Jw Enforcement Authority

I ha\"e today signed ll1e attached Guidelilles for Offices of Inspector General \\'ilh

Statutory Law Enforcement Aulhority to guide the exercise of criminal law enforcement
aulhority by the presidenlially appoinled Inspectors Gencral" These guidelines are the product of
the hard \'"ork of many members of the law enforcement community engaged in ll1e invesligalion
and prosecution of crimes against go\.cmmcnt programs.

These guidelines govern thc cxcrcisc of 11CW statutory police po\\'ers by the Inspectors
Gcncral, the coordination of o\'erlapping rcspollsibilities by feucrallaw enforcement
components, and the important role of fcdcr:ll prosecutors in pro\"iding guidance in the use of
scnsiti\'e criminal in\'cstigativc techniques, United States Attomcys and Assistant Unitcd States

Attorncys should use these guidelines in \\'orking \\'ith Inspectors Gcncral to achie\'e fruitful
in,"estigations and prosccuti?ns.

Crimes against government programs result ill some ofthc Ill0st complicatcd and

scnsitive of criminal in\'estigations and prosecutions. I \\'ant to emphasize that the American

pcoplc expect the highcst standards to be mct by their govcrnment, and they expcct us to

aggrcssively in\'cstigate and prosecute those who \\'ould abuse or othcrn'ise tarnish the public
trust. As wc go fol"\\'ard, I \\'ould like all ofthc participants in this grcat task to rcncw thcir

commitillent to thc rulc of law and thc dignity of our mutual endcavor. I expect the combined

efrons or tIle Illspcctors General and the Federal Bureau of In\'cstigation to root out corruption

\\'ith thc guidance oCthe United Statcs Attomcys and thc Criminal Division. Each of us has a

role ill this team effort and ',\'C must all be committed to that tcam\\'ork to make it slIccced.
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