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Persons Killed and Injured 
in Crashes

Year

2001 2002
% 

Change

Persons Killed 42,196 42,815 +1.5%

Persons Injured 3,033,000 2,926,000 -3.5%

Sources:  FARS, NASS GESSources:  FARS, NASS GES



Persons Killed in Traffic Crashes 
by Year
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Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes as a
Leading Cause of Death in the United States, 2000

Sources:  National Center for Health Statistics Mortality Data 2000
Note: Causes of death classification based on NHTSA (Revised 70 Causes of Death listing. *Not a total of top 10 causes of death.



Cost of Motor Vehicle Crashes

Total annual cost –
$230.6 billion (2000)

Highlights
Impaired driving –
$51 billion (2000)

Speeding –
$40 billion (2000)

Non-use of belts
$17 billion (2003)



Predicted Lives Saved 
by Countermeasure

All 
Other
Combined –
36%

All 
Other
Combined –
36%

Safety Belts 
at 90% Use – 34%

Safety Belts 
at 90% Use – 34%

Impaired 
Driving –
30%

Impaired Impaired 
Driving Driving ––
30%30%



Alcohol-Related Fatalities
United States

YearYear

20012001 20022002

%%

ChangeChange

Total AlcoholTotal Alcohol--RelatedRelated 17,40017,400 17,41917,419 +0.1%+0.1%

Alcohol Fat/100M VMTAlcohol Fat/100M VMT 0.630.63 0.620.62

BACBAC>> 0.080.08 14,85814,858 15,01915,019 +1.1%+1.1%

2,4012,4010.01 0.01 << BAC BAC << 0.070.07 2,5422,542 --5.5%5.5%

Source:  FARSSource:  FARS



Impaired DrivingImpaired Driving
Not more than

.53 Alcohol-Related Fatalities 
per 100M VMT by end of 2004

Not more than

.53 Alcohol-Related Fatalities 
per 100M VMT by end of 2004



Number of Alcohol-Related 
Fatalities
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Alcohol-Related Fatality Rate
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Fatality Rate By BAC Level
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Alcohol-Related Fatality Rate 
by State, 2002

HI

AK

DC

Rate per 
100M VMT

.40 & Under

.41-.61

.62-.80

.81 & Over



Alcohol-Related Fatalities 
by Location, 2002

Urban
42%RuralRural

58%58%



Alcohol-Related Fatalities by the 
Time of the Day, 2002

Day
23%

Night
77%
Night
77%



Crash Type By Driver BAC
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Fatalities in Alcohol-Related Crashes 
by Role, 2002

Other 2%

Driver
55%

Passenger
22%

Motorcyclist  8%

Pedestrian
13%

Source:  2002 Annual Report File

1,4221,422

3,8223,822

2,2782,278

9,6179,617



Alcohol Involvement (BAC > 0) Among 
Fatally Injured Adult Pedestrians (14+ years)

Percent of All Pedestrian Fatalities
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Proportion of Alcohol Involved Drivers 
in Fatal Crashes by Vehicle Type

YearVehicle Vehicle 
TypeType 98 99 00 01 02

Pass. CarPass. Car 26% 25% 28% 27% 27%

SUVSUV 26% 25% 26% 26% 26%

VanVan 17% 17% 17% 16% 18%

PickupPickup 30% 30% 30% 31% 31%

MotorcycleMotorcycle 41% 40% 40% 37% 39%

Source:  FARS



Drivers With BAC .08 and Above 
by Gender, 2002

Female
15%

Male
85%
Male
85%



Driver Fatalities (BAC .08 and Above)
by Age, 2002
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Restraint Use Among Fatally Injured 
Passenger Vehicle Drivers in 
Alcohol-Related Crashes, 2002

Unrestrained
75%

Unrestrained
75%

Restrained
25%



BAC Levels for Alcohol Positive Drivers in 
Alcohol-Related Fatal Crashes, 2002
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Alcohol Beverage of Choice: 
Drivers Arrested for DWI

Liquor 
& Wine
20%

BeerBeer
80%80%



Prior DWI Convictions

In 2002,  1,343 fatalities occurred in 
crashes involving alcohol impaired or 
intoxicated driver(s) who had at least one 
previous DWI conviction within the past 
3 years

--- Accounting for about 7.7 %

of all alcohol-related fatalities.

Source:  FARS



Relative Crash Risk, 0-.24 BAC
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Relative Crash Risk, 0-.12 BAC
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Strategies for Reducing Impaired 
Driving

Deploy High-Visibility Law Enforcement

Expand DWI Courts and Dedicated 

Prosecutors 

Screening and Brief Intervention



Research Needs

Epidemiological research
Socio-demographic characteristics and 
drinking patterns

Differences between high BAC drinkers, 
drivers, DWI arrestees, repeat offenders, 
and crash involved drivers

Outcomes research
CM effectiveness

Legal sanctions

Education and training

Treatment



Legal Countermeasures

License suspension/revocation

Fines

Insurance penalties

Social stigma

Ignition interlock devices

Home detention



Education and Training

Education/Training/Rehabilitation

School based programs

Driver education

Driver improvement/DWI school

Social Marketing

Consequences

Social responsibility



Treatment

Intake

Program effectiveness 

Meshing program approaches with 
different populations



1-888-327-42361-888-327-4236
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