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Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes as a
Leading Cause of Death in the United States, 

2000

Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes as a
Leading Cause of Death in the United States, 

2000

Sources:  National Center for Health Statistics Mortality Data 2000
Note: Causes of death classification based on NHTSA (Revised 70 Causes of Death listing. *Not a total of top 10 causes of death.
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Fatalities Among Children 
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Restraint Use by ChildrenRestraint Use by Children

2000 2002 2000 2002

Infants 95% 99% 15%

Toddlers 91% 94% 10%

Booster Age 83% 29%

Youth* 66% 82%

Observed Use
Sitting in 

Front Seat

*Youth 2000: ages 5-15    2002: ages 8-15*Youth 2000: ages 5-15    2002: ages 8-15



Child Restraint Use by Driver 
Status

Child Restraint Use by Driver 
Status

2000 2002

Belted Driver 97% 92%

Unbelted Driver 86% 72%

Restraint Use by 
Child Passenger



State Safety Belt Laws 2003

Primary Secondary No Adult Safety Belt Law
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Safety Belt Use: Primary 
vs. Secondary States
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Reauthorization: SAFETEAReauthorization: SAFETEA

Safe
Accountable
Flexible
Efficient
Transportation
Equity 
Act of 2003

Safe
Accountable
Flexible
Efficient
Transportation
Equity 
Act of 2003
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