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Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes as aMotor Vehicle Traffic Crashes as a
Leading Cause of Death in the United States, 2000Leading Cause of Death in the United States, 2000

Sources:  National Center for Health Statistics Mortality Data 2000
Note: Causes of death classification based on NHTSA (Revised 70 Causes of Death listing). *Not a total of top 10 causes of death.
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Persons Killed and Injured Persons Killed and Injured 
in Crashesin Crashes

Year

2001 2002
% 

Change

Persons 
Killed 42,196 42,815 +1.5%

Persons 
Injured 3,033,000 2,926,000 -3.5%

Sources:  FARS, NASS GESSources:  FARS, NASS GES





Persons Killed and 
Rate per 100M VMT
Persons Killed and Persons Killed and 
Rate per 100M VMTRate per 100M VMT

Source:  2002 FARS
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1.0 Fatalities1.0 Fatalities
per 100M VMT by 2008 per 100M VMT by 2008 
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Economic Cost of CrashesEconomic Cost of CrashesEconomic Cost of Crashes

$33 billion medical cost
$81 billion lost 
productivity
$51 billion for impaired 
driving
$20 billion failure to 
use belts

$230 Billion Total



Predicted Lives Saved by 
Countermeasure 
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Driving
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Improve vehicle compatibility



Highway Safety PrioritiesHighway Safety Priorities

Increase safety belt use

Reduce impaired driving

Improve data

Reduce rollovers

Improve vehicle compatibility



Safety Belt Use Rates Safety Belt Use Rates 
By Law Type and StateBy Law Type and State (2002 Rates)(2002 Rates)

* **Maine and New Hampshire did not report use rates for 2002 based on observational surveys consistent with NHTSA’s Uniform National Criteria. Rates shown in the 
chart for these States are statistically derived estimates for 2001
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State Safety Belt Laws 2003State Safety Belt Laws 2003
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Alcohol-Related Fatalities 
United States

Alcohol-Related Fatalities 
United States

Year

2001 2002
%

Change

Total Alcohol-Related 17,40017,400 17,41917,419 +0.1%+0.1%

Alcohol Fat/100M VMT 0.630.63 0.620.62

BAC> 0.08 14,85814,858 15,01915,019 +1.1%+1.1%

2,4012,4010.01 < BAC < 0.07 2,5422,542 --5.5%5.5%

Source:  FARSSource:  FARS
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BAC Levels for Alcohol Positive Drivers in 
Alcohol-Related Fatal Crashes, 2002

BAC Levels for Alcohol Positive Drivers in BAC Levels for Alcohol Positive Drivers in 
AlcoholAlcohol--Related Fatal Crashes, 2002Related Fatal Crashes, 2002



AlcoholAlcohol--Related Fatality RateRelated Fatality Rate
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Strategies for 
Reducing Impaired Driving

Strategies for Strategies for 
Reducing Impaired Reducing Impaired Driving

Screening & 
Brief 
Intervention

High 
Visibility 
Enforcement

DWI Courts & 
Special 
Prosecutors
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State and Community Traffic DataState and Community Traffic Data
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nhtsanhtsa.dot..dot.govgov//safecommunitiessafecommunities
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1-888-327-42361-888-327-4236
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