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Persons Killed and Injured Persons Killed and Injured 
in Crashesin Crashes

Year

2001 2002

% 
Change

Persons Killed 42,196 42,815 +1.5%

Persons Injured 3,033,000 2,926,000 -3.5%

Sources:  FARS, NASS GESSources:  FARS, NASS GES



Persons Killed and Rate Persons Killed and Rate 
Per 100M VMTPer 100M VMT
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Top 10 Leading Causes of Death in the Top 10 Leading Causes of Death in the 
United States for 2001, by Age GroupUnited States for 2001, by Age Group



Economic Cost of CrashesEconomic Cost of Crashes

$230 billion total
$32 billion 
medical cost
$51 billion for 
impaired driving
$20 billion failure 
to use belts



1.0 Fatalities1.0 Fatalities
per 100M VMT by 2008 per 100M VMT by 2008 per 100M VMT by 2008 

U.S. Department 
of Transportation

U.S. Department 
of Transportation
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2008 Goal Is Challenging2008 Goal Is Challenging
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Predicted Lives Saved by Predicted Lives Saved by 
Countermeasure Countermeasure 
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All 
Others
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Driving
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.44 per 100M VMT 
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Impaired
Driving
[Reduce a/r rate to 
.44 per 100M VMT 
(2000 baseline of .61)]
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Highway Safety PrioritiesHighway Safety Priorities

Increase safety belt use
Reduce impaired driving
Improve data
Reduce rollovers
Improve vehicle 
compatibility



Increase safety belt use
Reduce impaired driving
Improve data
Reduce rollovers
Improve vehicle 
compatibility

Highway Safety PrioritiesHighway Safety Priorities



Safety Belt Use Rates Safety Belt Use Rates 
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Failure To Use Safety BeltsFailure To Use Safety Belts

7,200 fatalities

98,000 serious injuries



Safety Belt BenefitsSafety Belt Benefits

For each 1% national increase 
in belt use

2.8 million more people 
buckling up
270 lives saved
$800 million cost saved
Reduce severity of over 4,000 
moderate-to-critical injuries
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Safety Belt Use Rates Safety Belt Use Rates 
By Law & StateBy Law & State (2003)(2003)

* Data Unavailable
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Louisiana Pickup Truck Louisiana Pickup Truck 
& Passenger Car Safety Belt & Passenger Car Safety Belt 

Use RatesUse Rates
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Click It or Ticket ResultsClick It or Ticket Results

Increase
Full Implementation +9%

Partial Implementation +3%

Comparison States +0.5%



Safety Belt Use Rates in Safety Belt Use Rates in 
Louisiana and TexasLouisiana and Texas

1998 1998 -- 20032003
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Louisiana Key FactsLouisiana Key Facts
2002 Fatality Rate per 100 Million VMT2002 Fatality Rate per 100 Million VMT

LA US

Rural 2.52 2.29

Urban 1.37 0.97

Alcohol 0.95 0.61

2.02 1.5
Overall 
Rate



Fatalities by Vehicle Type Fatalities by Vehicle Type 
YearYear

Fatality Rate/Fatality Rate/
100M VMT100M VMT 9898 9999 0000 0101 0202

Passenger CarPassenger Car 1.36 1.33 1.31 1.28 1.27

1.20

0.32

33.9633.96

1.50

Light TruckLight Truck 1.24 1.25 1.22 1.20

Large TruckLarge Truck 0.38 0.37 0.37 0.34

MotorcycleMotorcycle 22.322.3 23.523.5 27.6727.67 33.1733.17

OverallOverall 1.58 1.55 1.53 1.51





Increase safety belt use
Reduce impaired driving
Improve data
Reduce rollovers
Improve vehicle 
compatibility

Highway Safety PrioritiesHighway Safety Priorities



AlcoholAlcohol--Related FatalitiesRelated Fatalities
1982 1982 -- 20022002
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Alcohol Fatality Rate by StateAlcohol Fatality Rate by State
20022002
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Comparison of Alcohol Related Comparison of Alcohol Related 
Fatality RatesFatality Rates

Fatalities per 100m VMT, 2002Fatalities per 100m VMT, 2002
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By End of 2004
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Biggest Impaired Driving Biggest Impaired Driving 
Problems: Fatalities and Problems: Fatalities and 

Rates, 2002Rates, 2002

HIHI

AK

PR

DCDC

Highest
Number
Fatalities 

Highest
Number
Fatalities 
Highest
Fatality Rate
Highest
Fatality Rate
Highest No. 
&
Highest Rate

Highest No. 
&
Highest Rate



Strategies for Strategies for 
Reducing Impaired DrivingReducing Impaired Driving

High 
Visibility 
Enforcement

DWI Courts 
& Special 
Prosecutors

Screening 
& Brief 
Intervention



Increase safety belt use
Reduce impaired driving
Improve data
Reduce rollovers
Improve vehicle compatibility

Highway Safety PrioritiesHighway Safety Priorities



StateState
Safety Safety 
DataData

EMS

Vehicle

Registration

Citation

Roadway

Police
Report
Police
Report

Crash

Data

Driver

Licensing



Reauthorization: Reauthorization: 
SAFETEASAFETEA
Safe
Accountable
Flexible
Efficient
Transportation
Equity 
Act of 2003



State DOTs
State Highway Safety Office
Law Enforcement
EMS
DMVs

Every State Must Have A Every State Must Have A 
Comprehensive Highway Safety PlanComprehensive Highway Safety Plan

To Make Maximum To Make Maximum 
Flexible Use of Funds…Flexible Use of Funds…



www.www.safercarsafercar..govgov





Action ItemsAction Items

Increase safety belt use
Reduce impaired driving
Use data to garner high level 
support



www.nhtsa.gov

1-888-327-42361-888-327-4236
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