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Created by Congress in 1984, the National Medal of Arts is conferred annually by the
President to honor persons and organizations who have made extraordinary contributions to
the excellence, support, growth, and availability of the arts in the United States. Unlike other
arts awards, the National Medal of Arts is not limited to a single field or area of artistic
endeavor.

The National Endowment for the Arts solicits nominations for the award, which are
reviewed by the National Council on the Arts and then forwarded to the President for final
selection. The awards, which are non-monetary, are presented each year at a special White
House ceremony. The National Medal of Arts was designed by internationally renowned
sculptor Robert Graham. 

President George W. Bush presented the 2001 Medals in a ceremony delayed by the events
of September 11, 2001. 
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National Medal of Arts awardee Kirk Douglas with the

President and First Lady. Photo by Neshan Naltchayan


