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Sections 2 of the Migratory Bird
Conservation Act of February 18, 1929
(Act), as amended, established the
Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission.

Section 2. A Commission to be known as
the Migratory Bird Conservation
Commission, consisting of the Secretary
of the Interior, as Chairman; the
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency; the Secretary of
Agriculture; two Members of the Senate,
to be selected by the President of the
Senate; and two Members of the House 
of Representatives, to be selected by the
Speaker, is created and authorized to
consider and pass upon any area of land,
water, or land and water that may be
recommended by the Secretary of the
Interior for purchase or rental under this
Act and to fix the price or prices at which
such area may be purchased or rented;
and no purchase or rental shall be made 

of any such area until it has been duly
approved for purchase or rental by said
Commission. Any Member of the House
of Representatives who is a member of
the Commission, if reelected to the
succeeding Congress, may serve on the
Commission notwithstanding the
expiration of a Congress. Any vacancy on
the Commission shall be filled in the same
manner as the original appointment. The
ranking officer of the branch or
department of a State to which is
committed the administration of its game
laws, or his authorized representative,
shall be a member ex officio of said
Commission for the purpose of
considering and voting on all questions
relating to the acquisition, under said
sections, of areas in his State. For
purposes of said sections, the purchase or
rental of any area of land, water, or land
and water includes the purchase or rental
of any interest in any such area of land,
water, or land and water.
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Approvals During 
Fiscal Year 2002

In Fiscal Year 2002, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
acquisition boundary at one national
wildlife refuge. This refuge, totaling
16,437 acres, is the Red River National
Wildlife Refuge in Caddo, Desoto, Red
River and Natchitoches Parishes,
Louisiana. It is authorized by Public Law
106- 300 and was established on August
22, 2002, with the acquisition of  3,857
acres. The Commission approved
boundary additions, totaling 5,629 acres,
to two refuges that were previously
approved by the Commission.  The
Commission also approved the purchase
price of 16,228 acres at 16 refuges and
reapproved the price for fee lands at one
refuge and leases at two refuges totaling
93,459 acres.
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Area Approvals––New Areas

State Area New Area Acres

Louisiana Red River NWR 16,437

Total    16,437

Area Approvals––Additions

State Area Addition Acres

Maryland Blackwater NWR 500

Texas Trinity River NWR 5,129

Total    5,629



Price Approvals

State Area Price Approval Acres

Arkansas Bald Knob NWR 50

Arkansas Cache River NWR 4,362

California Lower Klamath NWR 329

California North Central Valley WMA 119

Georgia Savannah NWR 126

Louisiana Red River 1,377

Maryland Blackwater NWR 500

Mississippi Tallahatchie NWR 120

New Jersey/New York Wallkill River NWR 78

North Carolina/Virginia Mackay Island NWR 20

North Carolina Roanoke River NWR 3,063

Tennessee Lower Hatchie NWR 161

Texas Trinity River NWR 5,179

Virginia Back Bay NWR 93

Washington Conboy Lake NWR 331

Wyoming Cokeville Meadows NWR (lease) 320

Total 16,228

Price Reapprovals

State Area Price Approval Acres

Arkansas Cache River NWR 92,179

Louisiana Lacassine NWR (lease) 640

Mississippi Panther Swamp NWR (lease) 640

Total 93,459
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Approvals During Fiscal Year 2002  (Cont.)
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The Migratory Bird Conservation Fund
provides the Department of the Interior
with monies to acquire migratory bird
habitat.  There are four major sources of
money for the Fund. The most well-
known source is the revenue received
from the sale of Migratory Bird Hunting
and Conservation Stamps, commonly
known as Duck Stamps, as provided for
under the Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp Act of March 18,
1934, as amended.  The other three major
sources include appropriations authorized
by the Wetlands Loan Act of October 4,
1961, as amended; import duties collected
on arms and ammunition; and receipts
from the sale of refuge admission permits
as provided for in the Emergency
Wetlands Resources Act of 1986.  The
Fund is further supplemented by receipts
from the sale of products from refuge
lands and rights-of-ways across national
wildlife refuges, the disposal of refuge
lands, and reverted Federal Aid funds.

Two land acquisition programs are
financed from the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund. The first purchases
major areas for migratory birds under
the authority of the Migratory Bird
Conservation Act. Lands acquired
through this program are considered and
approved by the Migratory Bird

Conservation Commission. The second
program acquires small natural wetlands
and associated uplands located mainly in
the Prairie Pothole Region of the upper
Midwest. These lands, known as
Waterfowl Production Areas, are
acquired under the authority of the
Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp Act and do not
require approval from the Commission.

During Fiscal Year 2002, the Department
of the Interior obligated a total of
$19,514,319 for the acquisition of land and
interests in land totaling 34,129 acres in
major migratory bird conservation areas.
An additional $15,617,007 was obligated
for projects in Waterfowl Production
Areas totaling 58,156 acres.

A total of $46,930,082 was available for
obligation from the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund during Fiscal Year
2002. Obligations for all Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund land acquisition
functions during the fiscal year totaled
$46,531,702 ($715,842 of which were from
prior year recoveries).  The total
obligations equal 99 percent of the
available funds.

The Migratory Bird 
Conservation Fund
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Summary of FY 2002
MBCF Land Acquisitions
Land Contracted for Purchase or Lease

National Wildlife Refuges:  Purchase

State Area Acres

Arkansas Bald Knob 50

Arkansas Cache River 1,677

Arkansas Overflow 80

California Grasslands WMA (easements) 580

California Humbolt Bay 30

California/Oregon Lower Klamath 329

California North Central Valley WMA 119

California North Central Valley WMA (easements) 181

Georgia Savannah 145

Louisiana Red River 1,377

Louisiana Upper Ouachita 1,174

New York Montezuma 50

Maine Moosehorn 2,036

Maryland Blackwater 2,229

Massachusetts Great Meadows 2

Mississippi Coldwater River 307

New Jersey Cape May 119

New Jersey Edwin B. Forsythe 224

New York/New Jersey Wallkill River 75

Oklahoma Little River 460

Tennessee Lower Hatchie 161

Texas Laguna Atascosa 6,407

Texas Trinity River 4,276

Washington Conboy Lake 331

Total 22,419
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National Wildlife Refuges:  Lease

State Area Acres

Colorado Browns Park 636

Louisiana Lacassine 640

Louisiana Upper Ouachita 3,217

Mississippi Dahomey 260

Mississippi Panther Swamp 640

Mississippi St. Catherine Creek      502

Montana Half Breed Lake 640

Montana Lost Trail 1,022

Utah Ouray 3,833

Wyoming Cokeville Meadows 320

Total 11,710

Waterfowl Production Areas

State Types of Acquisition Acres

Iowa Fee 1,055

Minnesota Fee 2,379

Minnesota Easement 4,696

Montana Fee 881

Montana Easement 5,172

Nebraska Fee 163

North Dakota Fee 639

North Dakota Easement 6,314

South Dakota Fee 1,637

South Dakota Easement 34,867

Wisconsin Fee 353

Total     58,156

Grand Total  92,285
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In Fiscal Year 2002, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
acquisition boundary of one new refuge,
the Red River National Wildlife Refuge
in Caddo, Bossier, Desoto, Red River and
Natchitoches Parishes, Louisiana.  The
Commission also approved the acquisition
boundary of two national wildlife refuges
that were previously established: the
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge in
Dorchester County, Maryland; and the
Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge in
Liberty County, Texas.

Red River National Wildlife Refuge
Caddo, Bossier, Desoto, Red River, and
Natchitoches Parishes, Louisiana

The Red River National Wildlife Refuge
was authorized by Public Law 106-300 on
October 13, 2000, and was established on
August 22, 2002, under the Migratory
Bird Conservation Act.  The Secretary is
authorized to acquire up to 50,000 acres in
the project area which is located in
northwest Louisiana along a 280-mile
stretch of the Red River.

The Red River NWR will provide
wintering habitat for mallards, pintails
and wood ducks and contribute to the
goals of the North American Waterfowl
Management Plan.  The bottomland
hardwood forests of the Red River Valley
have been almost totally cleared.
Reforestation and restoration of native
habitat will benefit a wide array of
species.  The Red River Valley is part of a
major continental migration corridor for
migratory birds funneling through the
mid continent.  The Red River NWR
offers recreational, research and
education opportunities for students,
scientists, bird watchers, hunters and
anglers.

The Commission approved the 16,437-
acre boundary on June 12, 2002. 

New National Wildlife
Refuge Boundary Approvals



Red River National Wildlife Refuge
Caddo, Bossier, Desoto, Red River, and Natchitoches Parishes, Louisiana
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
Dorchester County, Maryland

The Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
was established in 1932 as a waterfowl
sanctuary. Lands were subsequently
added through purchases and donations.
The area around the Blackwater National
Wildlife Refuge is undergoing major land
use changes. Timber harvesting and land
clearing for agricultural use are reducing
the available habitat and degrading
preservation of the refuge.  The boundary
expansion will aid in the preservation of
the refuge and protect the highly
productive and ecologically diverse
wetlands from major environmental
alternation and degradation associated
with the saltwater intrusion.

The refuge is located approximately 14
miles south of Cambridge, Maryland, in
south central Dorchester County. The
addition includes approximately 500 acres
located just south of Taylors Island Road
and has over 500 feet of frontage on
Parsons Creek.  The area consists mostly
of forested wetlands, interspersed with
tidal waters, ponds and marsh. It
provides nesting habitat for various
waterfowl species, including black duck,
mallard, blue-winged teal, gadwall and
Canada geese. It also provides migration
and wintering habitat for other
waterfowl, such as pintail, green-winged
teal, shovelers, mergansers, and tundra
swans. Numerous species of other
migratory birds, including the federally
threatened bald eagle, songbirds, and
webless waterbirds also utilize this area
for nesting, roosting and foraging.

The Commission approved the 500 acre
refuge boundary on March 14, 2002.
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Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
Dorchester County, Maryland
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New National Wildlife 
Refuge Boundary Approvals (Cont.)

Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge
Liberty County, Texas

The Trinity River National Wildlife
Refuge was established on January 3,
1994, with the purchase of 4,400 acres of
bottomland hardwood and associated
habitats using Land and Water
Conservation Fund appropriations. On
June 14, 1994, the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission approved the
initial MBCC boundary for the refuge,
encompassing 20,110 acres. Since 1994,
the MBCC boundary was expanded to
include another 4,325 acres.

The refuge is located in Liberty County,
Texas, about 45 miles northeast of
Houston.  It was created to protect
remnant bottomland hardwood forests
and associated wetland habitats for
migrating, wintering, and breeding
waterfowl. It currently represents one of
the few remaining high-quality areas for 

waterfowl in east Texas. The high variety
of wetlands on the project area provide 
important foraging and/or roosting
habitat for the wood duck, mallard,
gadwall, widgeon, green and blue-winged
teal, lesser scaup and mottled ducks. The
mature cavity trees dispersed throughout
the area also provide important nesting
habitat for wood ducks and black-bellied
whistling ducks.  Large colonial
waterbird rookeries are abundant in the
many swamps, sloughs and oxbow lakes
found here. The expanded boundary
allows for the acquisition of tracts in the
Tanner Bayou and Capers Ridge Focus
Areas of the Lower Trinity River
Floodplain Stewardship Program as well
as the Texas Bottomland Hardwood
Initiative, a component of the Lower
Mississippi Valley Joint Venture.

The Commission approved the 5,129-acre
addition to the refuge boundary on June
12, 2002.



Trinity River National Wildlife Refuge
Liberty County, Texas
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Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
National Migratory Bird Refuge Areas



14 Waterfowl Production Areas



15

Notes on Tables One and Two

The information contained in this report
includes those acquisitions and
dispositions of land and interests therein
that are purchased with Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund monies or acquired
under the authority of the Migratory
Bird Conservation Act. It also includes
other migratory bird areas such as those
that are transferred to the Fish and
Wildlife Service under the authority of
Public Law 80-537 to carry out a
migratory bird management program
(these will appear on Table 1). 

In an ongoing effort to improve data
quality, the figures in Tables One and Two
may show minor changes from previous
annual reports. Lands in which the
Service previously acquired a less- than-
fee interest (leases and easements) may
be purchased in fee during the year, and

the number of easement or lease acres
will show a decrease and the number of
purchased acres an increase. The acreage
appearing in the Approvals and Summary
of Land Acquisitions sections of this
report will not appear in Tables One or
Two until after the tracts are acquired
and the funds are actually expended.
Also, a newly approved refuge will not
appear on Table One until the tracts are
acquired.

For information on all lands and interests
under U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
control, refer to the “Annual Report of
Lands Under Control of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.” This report can be
obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Division of Realty at http://realty.
fws.gov or by calling 703/358 1713.
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North American Wetlands Conservation Fund (Summary)
Fiscal Year 2002 

The Migratory Bird Conservation Commission approved 101
standard wetland conservation project proposals for funding in
Fiscal Year 2002 under the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act. A total of $74,531,874 from the North

American Wetlands Conservation Fund, together with
$261,153,404 in partner funds, are supporting 52 projects in the
United States, 31 in Canada, and 18 in Mexico. The following
tables provide summary and detailed allocation information.

Fiscal Year 2002
Projects Approved by the Migratory Bird Conservation Commission and Active Under the North American Wetlands Conservation Act

Country Number of Projects Act Funds Partner Funds Acres Affected

U.S. 52 $44,525,147 $216,950,404 634,590

Canada 31 $27,008,153 $  37,460,453 7,292,747

Mexico 18 $ 2,998,574 $ 6,742,547 19,035

Total 101 $74,531,874 $261,153,404 7,946,372
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Migratory Bird Conservation Commission
realty.fws.gov/mbcc.html


