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Distinguishing Between Minor and
Major Chemical Spills

No simple method exists for
distinguishing between a minor and
major chemical spill. Each safety/
chemical hygiene officer must make
this determination based on—

The quantity of the material released.

The chemical and physical properties
of the material (i.e., physical state,
vapor pressure, and air or water
reactivity).

The hazardous properties of the
material (i.e., toxdcity, corrostvity,
and flammability).

The type(s) of personal protective
equipment (PPE) needed to protect
employees who perform cleanup
procedures.

Developing a Comprehensive
Chemical Spill Control Policy for
the Laboratory

- When developing a policK. safety/
chemical hygiene oflicers should

-consider—

Establishing a committee comprised
of safety, industrial hygiene, fire pre-
vention, and environmental personnel
to develop and oversee a spill control
policy. The policy should address the
prevention, containment, cleanup,
and reporting of hazardous chemical
spills.

Reviewing the material safety data
sheet for each hazardous chemical
used/stored in the laboratory and
identifying the chemicals and/or
circumstances requiring cleanup
by trained emergency response
personnel.
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Hazardous Chemical Spill Response
in Laboratories

Coordinating with the installa-
tion safety/emergency response
personnel to establish notifica-
tion and emergency response
procedures for hazardous
chemical spill response.
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