
Criminal History Points
Prior Offense Committed at 18 or Older

Points* Sentence
3 >13 months

2 ≥60 days

1 All others**

*  If otherwise countable

**  Exceptions may apply

Within 15 yrs. of sentence: 
imposition or release

Within 10 yrs. of 
sentence imposition

Within 10 yrs. of 
sentence imposition(max of 4)

Time Frame
(Earliest Date of Relevant Conduct)



Criminal History Points
Prior Offense Committed Before 18 

Points* Sentence
3 >13 months

2 ≥60 days

1 All others**

*  If otherwise countable

**  Exceptions may apply

(only if convicted 
as an adult)

Within 15 yrs. of sentence: 
imposition or release 

Within 5 yrs. of 
sentence imposition

Within 5 yrs. of 
sentence imposition(max of 4)

Time Frame
(Earliest Date of Relevant Conduct)



Criminal History Time Frames
and Relevant Conduct

Time Since Earliest Date of 
Relevant Conduct

15 years

10 years

5 years

Earliest Date of 
Relevant Conduct

Offense of 
Conviction Date              

of                
Plea / Verdict

Date of 
Sentencing

{



Classification of Offenses
(18 U.S.C. § 3559(a))

Maximum Sentence
Authorized Class
Life or Death Class A Felony
25 years + Class B Felony
10 years + Class C Felony
5 years + Class D Felony
1 year & 1 day + Class E Felony
6 months + to 1 year Class A Misdemeanor
6 months or less Class B & C

Misdemeanors & 
Infractions



Probation
Class of Authorized Term of Max. Imprisonment
Offense * Probation ** Upon Revocation ***
A or B
Felony

C,D, or 
E
Felony

Class A
Mis.

Not Authorized

5 Years but not less 
than 1 Year

5 years

∗ 18 U.S.C. § 3559(a)
∗∗ 18 U.S.C. § 3561(b)
∗∗∗ 18 U.S.C. § 3565(a)(2)    

Maximum Statutory
Penalty for the Offense

Maximum Statutory 
Penalty for the Offense

Maximum Statutory 
Penalty for the Offense



Supervised Release
Class Of Authorized Term Of Max. Imprisonment
Offense * Supervised Release** Upon Revocation ***
A Felony

B Felony

C or D
Felony

E Felony 
or Class A
Mis.

5 Years

5 Years

3 Years

1 Year

∗ 18 U.S.C. § 3559(a)
∗∗ 18 U.S.C. § 3583(b)
∗∗∗ 18 U.S.C. § 3583(e)

5 Years

3 Years

2 Years

1 Year



Zone A Options
Offense         I       II     III    IV    V    VI   
Level        (0 or 1)  (2 or 3)    (4,5,6) (7,8,9) (10,11,12) (13 or more)

1       0-6  0-6   0-6   0-6 0-6   0-6      
2 0-6    0-6      0-6      0-6       0-6      
3    0-6    0-6      0-6      0-6  
4     0-6  0-6      0-6 
5    0-6  0-6  
6          0-6  
7          0-6                                                               
8          0-6

• Fine

• Straight Probation 

• Imprisonment



Zone B Options
Offense     I     II    III    IV    V   VI           
Level         (0 or 1)  (2 or 3)  (4,5,6) (7,8,9) (10,11,12) (13 or more)
1       
2            1-7 
3    2-8  3-9 
4      2-8 4-10   6-12 
5    1-7   4-10      6-12 
6                         1-7           2-8  6-12 
7                         2-8 4-10   
8            4-10 6-12  
9          4-10  6-12  
10           6-12

• Probation plus a condition that substitutes intermittent confinement, community confinement, 

or home detention for imprisonment.

• Imprisonment of at least one month plus supervised release with a condition that substitutes 

community confinement or home detention for imprisonment.

• Imprisonment



Zone C Options
Offense        I        II     III      IV      V    VI  
Level           (0 or 1)   (2 or 3) (4,5,6) (7,8,9) (10,11,12)  (13 or more)

1       
2            
3     
4     
5                                                            9-15   
6                             9-15                 
7                                                          8-14            
8                                                               10-16      
9                                            8-14 
10                              8-14  10-16  
11           8-14 10-16  
12        10-16

• Imprisonment of at least one half of the minimum term plus supervised release with a 

condition that substitutes community confinement or home detention for imprisonment.

• Imprisonment



Cooperation Continuum
§3E1.1(a) §3E1.1(b) §5C1.2 §5K1.1

   Defendant         
  usually pleads
guilty and admits 
    to count of       
    conviction.

Defendant pleads
  guilty early or   
      provides        
     complete        
  information on
own involvement

Defendant tells
government all  
 about offense   
       before        
    sentencing     
      hearing. 
   (and meets     
    other four      
      criteria)

      Defendant   
          gives       
      substantial  
      assistance   
    regarding the
    investigation
and prosecution
     of another    
         person.



Guideline Treatment of Cooperation

FACTORS §3E1.1(a) §3E1.1(b)(1)      §5C1.2                 §5K1.1

Type/Amount
        of           
 Information

   Admit to
court offense
of conviction
 (Don’t deny 
   balance)

    Admit to 
    court own     
   involvement.

     Provide       
  government   
     with all
information on
     offense.

Truthful and 
   complete    
 information  
  on another   
     person.

Usefulness of
Information

Not essential Not essential Not essential Essential

  Timeliness 
         of 
  Information

    One of 
     many       
   consider-   
     ations

 Essential
(Particularly
early in the

case)

     Essential
 (not later than 
   sentencing    
     hearing)

    One of       
     many        
   consider-    
     ations

 Information  
 provided to   
 government
Government
    Motion

      Not         
  Necessary Not Necessary Not Necessary Essential

      Not         
 Necessary

Not Necessary Essential Essential


