
 
 

U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 

 Washington, D.C. 20535  
  

 FBI FILE FACT SHEET 
 
 
• The primary function of the FBI is law enforcement. 

The FBI does not keep a file on every citizen of the United States. 
 
• The FBI was not established until 1908 and we have very few records prior 

to the 1920's. 
 
• FBI files generally contain reports of FBI investigations of a wide range of 

matters, including counterterrorism, foreign counter-intelligence, organized 
crime/drugs, violent crime, white-collar crime, applicants, and civil rights. 

 
• The FBI does not issue clearances or nonclearances for anyone other than 

its own personnel or persons having access to FBI facilities.  Background 
investigations for security clearances are conducted by many different 
Government agencies.  Persons who received a clearance while in the military or 
employed with some other government agency should write directly to that entity.  

• An FBI identification record or “rap sheet” is NOT the same as an FBI “file” 
 - it is simply a listing of information taken from fingerprint cards submitted to the 
FBI in connection with arrests,  federal employment, naturalization, or military 
service.  The subject of a “rap sheet” may obtain a copy by submitting a written 
request to FBI, CJIS Division, Attn: SCU, Mod. D-2, 1000 Custer Hollow Road, 
Clarksburg, West Virginia 26306.    Each request must have proof of identity 
which shall consist of  name, date and place of birth and a set of rolled-ink 
fingerprint impressions placed upon fingerprint cards or forms commonly 
utilized for applicant or law enforcement purposes by law enforcement agencies, 
plus payment of $18.00 in the form of a certified check or money order, payable 
to the Treasury of the United States.  

• If you believe that files exist in one of the FBI field offices, it is incumbent 
upon you to direct a request to the appropriate office.    
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