November 30, 2003

To all recipients of the Guidelines Manual:

As Chair of the United States Sentencing Commission, | am pleased to transmit this
edition of the Guidelines Manual which incorporates new amendments effective October 27,
November 1, and November 5, 2003. Several of these were promulgated in response to
Congressional directives with specific deadlines, including the amendment required by the
PROTECT Act, Pub. L. 108-21. The late October deadline under the Act necessarily delayed the
publication of this edition Guidelines Manual.

Appendix C, a two volume set, is also enclosed. These are permanent reference volumes
that chronicle guideline amendments effective November 1, 1987 through November 5, 2003.

As always, the Commission encourages judges, probation officers, prosecuting and
defense attorneys, and other interested individuals to submit suggestions for improving the
guidelines. Please send comments to: United States Sentencing Commission, Federal Judiciary
Building, One Columbus Circle, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002-8002, Attention: Office of
Publishing and Public Affairs. We continue to work to make the guidelines more clear while
meeting the objectives of the Sentencing Reform Act.

Thank you.

Judge Diana E. Murphy
Chair
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