INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

CATEGORIZATION OF GOVERNMENT INFORMATION (CGI) 

WORK GROUP MEETING

February 9, 2004

Attendees: Gretchen Schlag (DON), representing Federal Librarians, TC Evans (GPO) representing Judy Russell), Robert Deyling (US Courts), Susan Healy (US Courts), Tom Lahr (USGS) representing Gladys Cotter (CENDI), Susan Sullivan (NARA) representing Electronic Records Management Working Group, Eliot Christian (USGS) Work Group Lead and representing FGDC, Bob Haycock (OMB), Executive Sponsor

· The Work Group reviewed the Planning Document prepared by Eliot Christian and had no changes. The Document was agreed to by the Group
· The on-going meeting schedule was discussed. Eliot proposed meeting bi-weekly starting on March 1. Meetings will be held at the White House Conference Center from 9-11am. This schedule was agreed to by the Group
· The question of how to take public input was discussed. The issue is how to insure that the input does not constitute formal policy recommendations that would come under the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA). The Group felt strongly about taking broad public input but agreed that it should be in the form of white papers provided to the Group as input to our deliberations, or verbal input at public meetings. The Group agreed that we will offer the opportunity to any public group or individual to either provide written input in the form of a white paper or verbally at scheduled public forums.
· The Group discussed the format of the public meetings. Eliot suggested no more than 2 hours for public input, and to provide no less than 10 minutes per individual at the meeting. The Group agreed
· The Group discussed the assignment of product leads for each major deliverable. The Group agreed to the following assignments:
· Open Interoperable Standards for Categorizing Information – Gretchen Schlag

· Open, Interoperable Standards for Electronic Searching – Eliot Christian

· Open, Interoperable Standards for Searchable Identifiers – CENDI

· Definitions of Which Government Information will be Classified – TC Evans

· Schedule for Priorities and Implementation – TBD

· TC Evans raised the question of how to deal with tangible items of information. He suggested that the Group should deal with tangible items in terms of technologies for identification in the same way as intangible items. The Group agreed
· Eliot suggested that the Group actively inform commercial and academic associations of the existence of the Committee and our Working Group and that they can submit input through white papers
· Updates from Liaisons from other ICGI Working Groups – 

· Electronic Records Management Working Group – Susan Sullivan, representing the ERM Working Group indicated that her group has developed a detailed plan for their work and will start conducting focus group sessions with agencies within the next 3 weeks. The ERM Group is going to use the focus group approach as their mechanism for gathering input for their work.
· Eliot indicates that there is work being conducted by international standards groups that can inform our work. He will provide information on these groups and also will make contact with them to inform them of our work
· Eliot suggested a format for development of Statements of Requirements for each of our four deliverables. This was discussed by the Group and agreed to by the Group
· Eliot initiated a discussion of what groups would be critical to solicit input from. The following were suggested:
· Federal Libraries (Gretchen Schlag)
· SIGIR – potentially Lucian Russell (Eliot)
· XML Working Group – Owen Amber/Lee Ellis (Marion Royal will contact)
· Other groups working on standardized XML tags by community of interest (TC Evans)
· OASIS (Eliot)
· Eliot asked Gretchen Schlag to discuss the concept of Faceted Classifications that has been worked by the Navy. Gretchen requested to be able to prepare for this discussion at our next meeting where she would have some experts that are working on this issue. The discussion was scheduled for March 1
· Finally, Bob Haycock suggested setting up the Working Group on GSA’s Quickplace Collaboration Tool to facilitate document sharing and inter-group collaboration. The ICGI Executive Committee is looking into this possibility for the Committee and for all Working Groups. Bob will follow up and report back at the next meeting on March 1
· Bob also offered to brief the Working Group on the new FEA Data Reference Model. The Group requested that briefing and it will be done at the March 1 meeting. 
· Bob Haycock will provide the summary of this meeting prior to the March 1 meeting
