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Bearcanp River Damto Be Renoved

Ri ver restoration success through public-private partnership

Concord, NH - The dami s eight 20-foot high piers rise fromthe picturesque

Bearcanmp River |ike giant concrete teeth, and their renmoval will take place
t hr oughout the nmonth of Septenber. Renoving the Bearcanp River Damin South
Tamworth will allow 28 miles of river to flow unobstructed by manmade

structures.

The daml's renpval is made possible by a diverse partnership of public and
private sponsors with a shared dedication to restore the Bearcanp Ri ver and
elimnate a public safety hazard. The N. H Departnent of Environmental
Services (DES) River Restoration Programis coordinating the project and the
DES Dam Mai ntenance Crew i s conducting the physical renoval of the dam The
esti mated cost of renmpving the damis $124, 000.

"On this very site, 74 years ago today," noted DES Comm ssi oner M chael P
Nolin, "men were hard at work constructing the Bearcanp River Dam As in
many pl aces throughout New Hanpshire, the power of a river was the
inspiration to build a damthat enabled a business and inproved the quality
of many lives. But the dam has | ong since outlived its useful purpose, and
we are now inspired by the restoration of a free-flowi ng Bearcanp River, and



the natural values that it provides our comunities and our environment."

Flowing fromits headwaters in the Sandwi ch Range W/ derness of the Wite
Mountains to its confluence with Ossipee Lake, the Bearcanp River watershed
provi des excellent habitat for native brook trout, wild brown trout and

| andl ocked Atlantic sal non. Anglers already enjoy excellent fishing in the
Bearcanmp River. The danmis renmoval will inprove fish novement and further
enhance fishing opportunities, as well as restore natural habitat conditions
at the dam and i npoundnent site. The dam has al so bl ocked the novenment of
woody material that would naturally have been distributed downstream
providing i mportant habitat structure and nutrients to fish and ot her
aquati c species.

The New Hanpshire Fish and Gane Department is providing significant
financial support through a grant fromthe Inland Fisheries Habitat
Restorati on and Enhancenent Program which is funded through a small fee on
fishing licenses.

"We are pleased to be a partner in this project, which will restore fish
habi tat and inprove public access and recreational opportunities," said Lee
Perry, Executive Director of the N.H Fish and Gane Department. "On behal f
of the Department, | thank all of the partners and New Hanpshire anglers for
their financial contribution.”

The daml's renmoval will increase high quality recreational fishing
opportunities that are inmportant to the econony of New Hanpshire. The U.S.
Fish and Wldlife Service has estinmated that in 2001, anglers spent over
$160 million in New Hanpshire. The Bearcanp River is also popular with

paddl ers. A picturesque gorge and Class |V rapids are |ocated just upstream
fromthe dam and paddlers are | ooking forward to the renpval of this safety
hazar d.

The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service is also funding the river restoration
project. Mchael Bartlett, Supervisor of the Service's New England Field
Ofice said, "The U.S. Fish and Wldlife Service has been working for years
t hrough various venues to protect and restore fish populations in Arerica's
rivers. Renoving unneeded and unsafe dans is the npst direct and satisfying
means of inproving the productivity and biol ogical diversity of the nation's
rivers for the benefit of anglers, boaters and other enthusiasts."

Public Service Conmpany of New Hanmpshire (PSNH), through its parent conpany
Northeast Utilities, is also funding the project through a grant fromthe
Cor porate Wetl ands Restoration Program (CARP). The CWRP is a voluntary
public-private initiative with a mssion to restore degraded freshwater and
coastal aquatic habitats. A New Hanpshire Chapter of the CWRP has recently
formed. CARP is a national program of the Coastal Anmerica Partnership, which
is conposed of 12 federal departments and agencies, and numerous non-profit
organi zati ons, corporate |eaders, and environnmental consultants.

"PSNH becane one of the founding corporate sponsors for the New Hanpshire
Chapter of the CWRP in 2002," said Dan Coner, Director of Safety,

Envi ronmental and Human Services for PSNH. "W are very pleased that a
portion of our contribution to that organization is being used for such a
wort hwhil e project as the Bearcanp River Damrenoval. This is exactly the
type of project that we had hoped to participate in when we nmade the

deci sion to becone part of the NH CWRP. We | ook forward to a long term
relationship with the CARP as it is one nore way that we can expand our
environnental stewardship in the state."

The dam consi sts of eight 20-foot high concrete piers with a foundation
resting on bedrock, and is approximtely 230 feet |ong. The concrete
structure once supported a tinmber spillway on an angle with an open face - a
uni que construction design known as an Anbursen dam It was built in 1929 to



power Tammrth Industries, which created toys, furniture and pre-fabricated
housi ng. The dam has not served a useful function since a fire destroyed the
facility in 1945. A historical interpretive sign, including pictures of the
dam during its functional years, will be erected at the site in the future.

Over the years the dam has greatly deteriorated and changed ownership
several times. The spillway is now | argely absent, but the renaining
concrete continues to accunul ate wood and ot her debris nore than 12 feet in
hei ght, which is a safety concern according to the DES Dam Bureau. In 1997,
t he DES Dam Bureau inspected the privately-owned dam and i ssued a letter to
the owner to either renpve the wood debris on a regular basis, or renove the
dam In the interest of a long-termsolution the dam owner chose to renove
the damwith the assistance of the New Hanpshire River Restoration Task
Force. The Task Force is a collaboration of state and federal agencies,
conservation groups and other interests with the goal of restoring rivers
and elimnating public safety hazards through sel ecti ve dam renoval .

The project is made possible by financial and technical assistance from
N.H. Fish and Game Department, Public Service of New Hanpshire, U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service Partners for Fish and Wldlife, FishAmerica Foundation
Norcross Wl dlife Foundation, N H Departnent of Environmental Services,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Saunders Brothers Inc., and Trout
Unlinmted.

The project also received significant technical support fromthe New
Hanpshire River Restoration Task Force, which has a diverse nenbership
State governnental partners include N.H Dept. of Environnental Services,
N.H. Fish and Game Department, N. H. Division of Historical Resources, and
the N.H Departnment of Safety, Bureau of Emergency Managenment. Federa
governmental partners include: U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, U.S.

Envi ronnmental Protection Agency, U S. Fish and Wldlife Service, US.

Geol ogi cal Survey, National Park Service, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and the NOAA Restoration Center. Organizational partners include:
American Rivers, American \Witewater, Ashuel ot River Local Advisory

Commi ttee, Coastal Conservation Association, Coldwater Fisheries Coalition
Connecticut River Watershed Council, Conservation Law Foundation, Merrimack
Val | ey Paddl ers, New Hanmpshire Rivers Council, The Nature Conservancy, and
Trout Unlinited.
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