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MENORANDUM OF UNDEPSTANDING

ESTABLISHES PFOCEDURES TO ASSURE COORDINATION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN THE
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVLY IN COMPLYING
WITH THE COUNCIL ON ENVIRORMENTAL QUALITY REGULATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTING
THE PROCEDURAL PROVISIONS OF THE NATIONAIL ENVIRONWMENTAL POLICY ACT

I. -

I1I.

Introduction. These cooperative procedures are established between

the U.S. Geological Survey (GS) and Pureau of Land Management (BLM)
to assure coordination and cooperation between BLM and GS in
complying with the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
regulations for implementing the procedural provisions of the
National Cnvironmental Policy Act (NCPA). Emphasis is placed on key
aspects in the developrent of environmental assessments (EAs) and
environmental impact statements (EISs) where coordination and
cooperation are especially important to assure an efficient and

effective NLCPA process (40 CFR 1508.21). -

Thesé procedures becone effective upon signature by the Director,
Bureau of Land Managenent, and the Director, Geological Surveye.

This agreement may be changed at any time by mutual agreement
between the Director, ELH, and the Director, GS, or may be cancelled
30 days after a written notice is provided by either Director. The
procedures set forth in this agreement will be reviewed annually on
or about the anniversary date of this agreenment by the GS/5LM )
Coordinating Committee.

This agreement supersedes the cooperative procedure agreement

of August 6, 1275, titled "Cooperative Procecures For Coordinating
Preparation Of Environmental Analysis And Environmental Impact
Statements.” [BLM No. WO-55]

Purpose

A. Assure coordinated compliance with CEQ regulations at all
administrative levels.

B. Increase cooperation at all levels in meeting NEPA
responsibilities.
C. Improve understanding of each agency's responsibilities,

procedures, and recuirements for implementing REPA, CEQ
regulations, and Departmental Manual, Part S16.
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D. Share technical data and professional expertise in meeting
NEPA requirements.



E.
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Provide for nonduplicative, supportive, and consistent
requirements for the NEPA process.

III. Authority

A.

c‘

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 USC 4321-4347).

Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implenenting
The Procedural Provisions Of The National Environmental Policy

Act (40 CFR 1500-1508).

Department of the Interior, Departmental Manual, Part 516.

IV. Coordination Recuirements - to assure an efficient and . -

effective NEPA process.

A.

Initial Coordination

when either agency contemplates an action or responds to an
application which will require the preparation of an EA/EIS, it
will normally be gonsidered the lead agency and rmust deternine
whether the other agency has a separate approval action on the
same or related proposal. Note: 40 CFR 1508.16 allows for
joint lead if appropriate.

The lead agency must, (1) make a specific contact with the
other agency's counterpart office to determine whether that
agency has pending actions that night be involved and, (2)
docursent the coordination efforts as to the time, particulars
of the contact, and the response received.

Follow up Coordination

vhen it has been determined that, (1) an EA/EIS is required
and, (2) that this single docurent will be used by both
agencies as a basis for NEPA conpliance, GS and BL! will
coordinate and cooperate as discussed in the following

jtems 1-4. These items shall be accomplished by each agency

in a timely nanner. The timetable for accomplishing these
items shall be established by the lead acency according to
deadlines dictated by the proposed actions and in consideration
of previously established progran and manp0wei cormitments of
the other agency.
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o 1. pata exchange - Cach agency holding pertinent, non-=
proprietary data will make these available to the
-l other in an expeditious fashion. The lead agency is
’ encouraged to obhtain reclevant data (including
Tt . inventory and monitoring data) available from
the other agency. In addition, the lead agency must
provide for making all nonproprietary information
available to the public.

e 2. Analytical and interpretative assistance = When

A the lead agency lacks the necessary professional
skills and such skills repose in the other agency,
the lead agency will request such assistance from
the other agency. ~The agency holding the
professional skills will make them available,
if possible, considering previously established
program and manpower commitments.

3. pocument review - The lead agency will provide
opportunity for the other agency to review
environmental documents.

4. Inplementation of proposed actions - Actions
involving the two agencies will be implemented
after both agencies agree that the KEPA process

{ has been satisfactorily corpleted.

- Ve Resolution of Disagreements = If the agencies disagree on issues
relating to assuring an effective and efficient NIPA process, the
disagreement will be resolved as follows:

A. 1f the issue cannot be resolved at the appropriate
field levels or at successively higher levels, it will be
referred to the agency Directors.

B. If the issue remains unresolved after referral to the
agency Directors, it will be referred for resolution
to the appropriate Lssistant Secretaries in the case of EAs
and through the appropriate issistant Secretaries to the
Lssistant Secretary--Policy, Budget and Adninistration
in the case of EISs.

vI. Funding

A. Fach agency will arrange its own funding through its
established budgetary processe
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Be. Nothing herein shall be construed as obligating BLl,
or GS or the United States in any contract or other
obligation for payment of roney in excess of
appropriations authorized by law.

VIiI. Suéplemental Working Agreements - Working agreements supplenental
to this agreement may be entered into by BLM and GS program and
field level personnel to further implement NEPA and related
environmental requlations. Such agreements will be referred to the
Director, GS, and Director, BLM for review.
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Associate Director, U.S. Geological Survey Date




