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Occupation 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001
All occupations 100,834 107,150 112,440 117,342 117,718 120,259 124,900 129,558 133,488 135,073

Managerial and professional specialty 23,592 25,851 27,742 30,398 30,934 32,231 35,318 37,686 40,467 41,894
Executive, administrative, and managerial 10,772 12,221 13,316 14,848 14,904 15,338 17,186 18,440 19,584 20,338
Professional specialty 12,820 13,630 14,426 15,550 16,030 16,893 18,132 19,245 20,883 21,556

Engineers, architects, and surveyors 1,711 1,835 1,894 2,005 1,999 1,857 2,117 2,220 2,291 2,360
Architects 103 130 135 157 127 122 163 169 194 214
Engineers 1,572 1,683 1,731 1,823 1,850 1,715 1,934 2,036 2,081 2,122

Aerospace 80 95 104 112 102 82 78 87 79 89
Agricultural S S S S S S S S S S
Chemical 67 64 63 67 81 58 80 92 82 78
Civil 211 221 210 249 224 220 231 248 287 297
Electrical and electronic 450 544 545 571 566 533 611 652 639 739
Industrial 210 178 221 199 200 201 250 258 260 261
Marine and naval architects S S S S S S S S S S
Mechanical 259 272 277 310 311 296 330 352 340 333
Metallurgical and materials S S S S S S S S S S
Mining S S S S S S S S S S
Nuclear S S S S S S S S S S
Petroleum S S S S S S S S S S
Other 192 217 221 238 291 249 267 258 303 257

Surveyors and mapping scientists S S S S S S S S S S
Health assessment and treating 1,900 2,006 2,148 2,242 2,369 2,599 2,762 2,886 3,019 3,052

Dietitians 71 81 63 83 70 94 94 101 92 101
Pharmacists 158 172 153 174 187 188 170 200 216 212
Physicians' assistants 51 50 58 62 67 S 55 65 67 80
Registered nurses 1,372 1,447 1,588 1,599 1,704 1,855 1,977 2,065 2,128 2,162
Therapists 247 257 285 324 340 417 466 455 517 497

Occupational S S S S S S 52 61 71 64
Physical 55 60 75 90 102 116 130 110 144 150
Respiratory (inhalation) 69 70 60 63 68 92 94 85 90 87
Speech 51 58 73 63 72 82 91 102 99 111
Other S S S 66 66 80 101 97 114 86

Health diagnosing 735 728 793 854 848 908 1,002 1,027 1,071 1,090
Dentists 126 131 160 170 148 151 155 138 173 170
Optometrists S S S S S S S S S S
Physicians 519 492 514 548 576 607 693 724 720 761
Podiatrists S S S S S S S S S S
Veterinarians S S S S 50 58 59 S 53 53
Other S S S 51 S 55 51 69 74 61

Mathematical and computer scientists 463 571 685 853 928 1,053 1,195 1,494 1,847 2,103
Actuaries S S S S S S S S S S
Computer systems analysts 

and scientists 276 359 447 566 679 772 933 1,236 1,549 1,810
Operations and systems researchers 

and analysts 142 164 197 239 201 235 217 201 241 237
Statisticians S S S S S S S S S S
Other S S S S S S S S S S

Natural scientists 357 376 388 413 440 535 519 529 578 582
Agricultural and food scientists S S S S S S S S S S
Atmospheric and space scientists S S S S S S S S S S
Biological and life scientists 55 64 71 77 99 115 110 106 109 126
Chemists, except biochemists 98 111 120 122 128 134 140 144 136 165
Forestry and conservation scientists S S S S S S S S S S
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Geologists and geodesists 65 58 S 52 56 54 60 59 56 50
Medical scientists S S S S S 83 61 77 100 95
Physicists and astronomers S S S S S S S S S S
Other S S S S S S S S 63 S

Social scientists and urban planners 261 286 316 374 385 398 453 441 460 454
Economists 98 102 113 122 116 117 148 135 141 135
Psychologists 135 150 171 210 229 239 260 256 266 268
Sociologists S S S S S S S S S S
Urban planners S S S S S S S S S S
Other S S S S S S S S S S

Teachers, postsecondary (college 
and university) 606 643 661 709 774 777 846 869 978 1,003
Agriculture and forestry S S S S S S S S S S
Biological sciences S S S S S S S S S S
Chemistry S S S S S S S S S S
Computer sciences S S S S S S S S S S
Earth, environmental, and marine S S S S S S S S S S

sciences
Economics S S S S S S S S S S
Engineering S S S S S S S S S S
Health specialties S S S S S S S S S S
Mathematical sciences S 50 S 54 50 S S S S S
Medical sciences S S S S S S S S S S
Natural sciences NEC S S S S S S S S S S
Physics S S S S S S S S S S
Political sciences S S S S S S S S S S
Psychology S S S S S S S S S S
Social sciences NEC S S S S S S S S S S
Sociology S S S S S S S S S S
Other 334 376 412 448 479 481 535 554 645 698

Teachers, except postsecondary (college 
and university) 3,365 3,523 3,587 3,936 4,010 4,384 4,507 4,798 5,277 5,473
Elementary school 1,350 1,360 1,329 1,489 1,514 1,660 1,738 1,872 2,072 2,216
Prekindergarten and kindergarten 299 329 389 431 446 504 498 574 600 651
Secondary school 1,209 1,175 1,172 1,220 1,214 1,231 1,232 1,173 1,342 1,304
Special education 81 206 216 257 280 284 311 384 369 353
Other 425 454 480 539 556 705 729 796 893 949

Other 3,423 3,661 3,955 4,164 4,278 4,382 4,730 4,981 5,364 5,440
Technical, sales, and administrative support 31,265 33,231 35,082 36,127 36,318 37,058 37,417 38,309 38,921 39,044

Administrative support, including clerical 16,395 17,309 18,256 18,416 18,452 18,677 18,389 18,361 18,448 18,503
Sales 11,818 12,667 13,480 14,065 14,052 14,342 15,119 15,734 16,118 16,044
Technicians and related support 3,053 3,255 3,346 3,645 3,814 4,039 3,909 4,214 4,355 4,497

Engineering and related technologists 
and technicians 822 904 896 937 953 875 880 960 973 1,007
Drafting 273 297 283 296 266 246 229 222 235 220
Electrical and electronic technicians 260 304 305 326 352 299 334 391 437 475
Industrial engineering technicians S S S S S S S S S S
Mechanical engineering technicians S S S S S S S S S S
Surveying and mapping technicians S 64 81 70 68 73 62 76 67 68
Other 221 219 214 228 244 241 234 243 215 216

183Women, Minorities, and Persons with Disabilities in Science and Engineering: 2004



TABLE H-2.  Employed persons 16 years and older, by detailed occupation: Selected years, 1983–2001 annual averages
(Thousands) Page 3 of 3
Occupation 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001

Health technologists and technicians 1,111 1,115 1,142 1,276 1,382 1,530 1,648 1,693 1,701 1,807
Clinical laboratory technologists 

and technicians 255 295 259 308 319 319 374 388 338 355
Dental hygienists 66 56 74 80 84 76 95 107 106 116
Health record technologists and technicians S 52 58 72 67 64 S S S S
Licensed practical nurses 443 402 406 414 443 424 399 408 357 374
Radiologic technicians 101 121 127 124 140 147 154 148 167 167
Other 200 189 218 279 329 501 607 624 715 777

Science technicians 202 211 204 217 243 264 276 287 293 299
Biological 52 54 59 59 65 86 96 106 106 124
Chemical 82 88 73 74 89 74 84 85 79 70
Other 68 70 72 84 89 104 96 96 108 105

Technicians, except health, engineering, 
and sciences 917 1,026 1,104 1,216 1,237 1,370 1,106 1,275 1,388 1,384

Other occupations 54,324 57,043 59,106 60,591 60,102 60,758 62,325 64,000 64,882 65,099
NEC    not elsewhere classified 
S         Suppressed because fewer than 50,000 weighted cases

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, 1983–2001.
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