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SUBJ: RESUMPTI ON OF THE ANTHRAX VACCI NE | MMUNI ZATI ON PROGRAM (AVI P)

1. AS OUTLINED IN REF A, THE DEPSECDEF ANNOUNCED THAT DOD W LL RESUME THE
ANTHRAX VACCI NE | MMUNI ZATI ON PROGRAM (AVIP). TH' S DECISION IS A DI RECT
RESULT OF THE CURRENT THREAT AND THE FOOD AND DRUG ADM NI STRATI ON' S ( FDA)
FI NAL APPROVAL TO RESUME THE MANUFACTURE AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF US- LI CENSED
ANTHRAX VACCI NE ( AVA) .

2. ANTHRAX AS A “BI OAEAPON’ IS A REALITY. THE FI VE AVERI CANS KI LLED LAST
FALL ARE PROCF OF THI' S HORROR. THEI R DEATHS, COUPLED W TH THE KNOW.EDGE THAT
POLI TI CAL REG MES AND TERRORI ST GROUPS HOSTI LE TO THI' S COUNTRY ARE | NCREASI NG
THEI R EFFORTS TO DEVELOP/ OBTAI N ANTHRAX SERVE AS A SI REN DI RECTI NG US TO
PREPARE FOR THE RI SK OF FUTURE ATTACKS.

3. THE ANTHRAX VACCI NE | S THE MOST EFFECTI VE MEANS AVAI LABLE TODAY TO PROTECT
OUR FORCES. ALTHOUGH ANTI Bl OTI CS VVERE USED FOLLOW NG THE ANTHRAX EXPOSURE
LAST FALL, THEY PROVI DE EFFECTI VE TREATMENT ONLY | F EXPOSURE | S KNOWN BEFORE
SYMPTOMS APPEAR. WE DO NOT ALWAYS HAVE THE NECESSARY WARNI NG OR THE TI ME FOR
ANTI BI OTI CS TO WORK ALONE. ALTHOUGH WE W LL CONTI NUE TO WORK TO | NCREASE
WARNI NG TI ME OF PENDI NG EXI STI NG ATTACKS, OUR MEN AND WOMEN MUST BE PREPARED
TO CARRY OUT THEIR DUTIES | N DEFENSE OF THI S COUNTRY REGARDLESS OF WARNI NG
TIME. TO THAT END, THE BEST CURRENTLY AVAI LABLE ROUND- THE- CLOCK PROTECTI ON
TO PREPARE OUR FORCES TO COUNTER THAT THREAT IS VACCI NATI ON WHI CH PROVI DES A
CRI Tl CAL LAYER OF PROTECTI ON THAT MAY BE AUGMENTED BY ANTI Bl OTI CS AND OTHER
MEASURES.

4. DOD WLL RESUME THE AVIP AS WE ARE ABLE TO DI STRI BUTE ADEQUATE SUPPLI ES OF
VACCI NE AND EDUCATE OUR PERSONNEL, W TH EFFORTS DI RECTED TO PROVI DE

PROTECTI ON TO THOSE AT HI GHER RI SK. [ SECTI ON DELETED FROM WEB VERSI ON: AF
PERSONNEL REFER TO CSAF MESSAGE.] WHEN DI RECTED TO RESUME | MMUNI ZATI ONS,
PREVI QUSLY | MVUNI ZED | NDI VI DUALS WHO | NTERRUPTED OR DELAYED THEI R ANTHRAX

I MMUNI ZATI ONS SERIES W LL NOT NEED TO RESTART THE SERIES. THEY WLL SI MPLY
RESUME THE SERI ES FROM WHERE THEY STOPPED. THI'S IS CONSI STENT W TH GUI DANCE
FROM THE CENTERS FOR DI SEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTI ON'S ADVI SORY COWM TTEE ON

I MVUNI ZATI ON PRACTI CES AND CONSULTATI ON W TH THE FDA.



5. TAKE NO ACTI ON TO EXPAND ANTHRAX VACCI NATI ONS AT THIS TIME. I NI TIALLY, WE
ANTI Cl PATE VACCI NATI ONS W LL BEG N FOR PERSONNEL ALREADY DEPLOYED W THI N
THOSE DESI GNATED AREAS OF SWA.  AS DOD IS ABLE TO SHI P ADDI TI ONAL AVA TO

| NSTALLATI ONS WORLDW DE, VACCI NATI ON OF PERSONNEL DEPLOYI NG TO DESI GNATED

H GHER THREAT AREAS W LL BEG N. TO THE EXTENT FEASI BLE, VACCI NATI ON SHOULD
BEG N 45 DAYS PRI OR TO DEPLOYMENT.

6. WE ANTICI PATE IT WLL TAKE 30-90 DAYS TO RAMP UP THE LOG STI CAL AND
EDUCATI ONAL SUPPORT FOR THI' S PROGRAM PRI OR TO RESUMPTI ON OF | MMUNI ZATI ONS.
ADDI TI ONAL GUI DANCE W LL BE FORTHCOM NG TO ADDRESS Al R FORCE SPECI FI C
OPERATI ONAL REQUI REMENTS ( SUCH AS MOBI LI TY AIR CREWS); OUTLINE LOG STI CAL
PROCEDURES; DEFI NE EDUCATI ONAL REQUI REMENTS FOR | NDI VI DUALS, COVMANDERS, AND
MEDI CAL PERSONNEL; PROVI DE CLI NI CAL GUI DANCE FOR HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS; AND
FURNI SH SPECI FI C GUI DANCE CONCERNI NG OUR RESERVE AND GUARD FORCES.

7. 1 MMUNI ZATI ON PROGRAMS REMAI N A CRI TI CAL FORCE PROTECTI ON | SSUE. LI NE
COVVANDERS ARE RESPONSI BLE TO ENSURE THE ADEQUATE PROTECTI ON OF THEI R FORCES
AND DI RECT COVMANDER LEADERSHI P |'S | MPERATI VE TO ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THI S
PROGRAM  COMVANDERS CAN TAKE THE FOLLOW NG PROACTI VE STEPS, PENDI NG FURTHER
EXECUTI ON GUI DANCE.

A. ENSURE Al R FORCE LEADERS ( OFFI CERS, NCOCS, AND Cl VI LI AN SUPERVI SORS) ARE
FAM LI AR W TH THE DEPSECDEF AVI P RElI NTRODUCTI ON POLI CY I N REF A

B. EDUCATI ON | S PARAMOUNT. DELIVER A CLEAR AND CONSI STENT MESSAGE. ENSURE
Al R FORCE LEADERS BECOME FAM LI AR NOW W TH RESOURCES AT THE AVI P VEBSI TE
(WAN ANTHRAX. M L). A GOOD FIRST STEP IS TO REVI EW THE COMMANDER' S “ EDUCATI ON
TOOLKI T AND THE “QUESTI ONS AND ANSWERS” POSTED ON THE WEBSI TE, G VEN THAT
THESE ARE THE MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED BY Al RMEN AND THEIR FAM LI ES. MEDI CAL
PERSONNEL W LL NOT ONLY ADM NI STER THE VACCI NE, BUT W LL BE VI TAL TEAM
VEMBERS RESPONDI NG TO TROOPS QUESTI ONS AND CONCERNS.  UTI LI ZE MEDI CAL
PERSONNEL TO ASSI ST | N EDUCATI NG Al R FORCE PERSONNEL ON ANTHRAX AND THE AVA.

8. FURTHER | NFORMATI ON | S AVAI LABLE THROUGH AN AVI P TOLL- FREE HOTLI NE ( PHONE
NUMBER 1-877- GETVACC), E-MAIL AVI PGAMEDD. ARMY. M L FOR | NDI VI DUAL QUESTI ONS,
AND THE COWPREHENSI VE AVI P VEBSI TE ( WAW ANTHRAX. M L). COMVANDERS ARE
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO MAKE USE OF THESE RESOURCES TO ENSURE THEY ARE WELL
VERSED ON THI S PROGRAM

9. THI S POLI CY SUPERCEDES REF B, REF C, REF D, AND REF E.

10. THE PCC' S FOR THI S MESSAGE ARE BG M KE GOULD
M CHAEL. GOULD@PENTAGON. AF. M L AND COL DENEI CE VAN HOOK
DENEI CE. VANHOOK@PENTAGON. AF. M L.




