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Farm Bill Puts More Conservation On The Ground

Grassland withstands drought in Rio Arriba county this summer thanks
to good conservation practices.

Thenew Farm Bill ishavingitsimpact on conservation
inNew Mexico asadditional projectsarefunded and
cost-shareisincreased. Itisanticipated that additional
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
projectswill befunded asthisissue of Natural Re-
sources Reporterisgoingtopress. Thisisinaddition
to anincrease of cost-shareto 75% from 50% for
existing contracts. All of thismeansmore opportunities
for conservation of our natural resources, particularly on
thefarm and ranch landsthroughout the state.

EQIPisthekeystoneof conservationfundsfor
privatelandsin New Mexico. New Mexico has approxi-
mately 2000 EQI P contracts between NRCS and private
producerscurrently in effect. About $20 million of federal
fundsare committed to these contracts.

Typically the state has been receiving about $5.2
millionayear in EQIPmonies. Thenew Farm Bill puts
additional moniesinto the program bringing themoney
availableto New Mexico conservationiststo $10 million
thisyear. Thisismoney for brush control, installation of
efficientirrigation systems, erosion control, and other
conservation practices.

NRCSisinthe processof ranking and funding addi-
tional applicationsfor FY 2002 asthisarticleisbeing
written. Theagency anticipatesit will fund 400 contracts
thisyear. Itiscompleting commitmentsmadeto 27
specia emphasisareaswiththisyear’sfunding.

The statewide concernsin placefor FY 2002 have
been grazing lands, water resources, and tribal lands.
Added to these because of the new Farm Bill have been
wildfireimpacted landsand livestock manure handling.
(Continued - Page 2)
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Leadership Charts
Course for NRCS

New Mexico wasfortunate
toreceivevigtsinAugust from
USDA Assistant Secretary
Lou Gallegosand Under-
Secretary Mark Rey - both of
whomarehelping chart the
courseof NRCS.

Mr. Gallegos attended an
Advisory Council onHistorical
Preservation meeting and
addressed how RC& Dscan
assstinNew Mexico historica preservation efforts.

Mr. Rey addressed NRCS and U.S. Forest Service
and complimented thetwo agencieson their joint efforts
asevidenced by their teamwork infirerehabilitation. He
spokeextensively about the urban enroachment of
agriculturd land, citing it asthe number oneenvironmental
problemthat isfacing theWest.

Both |leaders shared their enthusiasm for the new Farm
Bill and themany opportunitiesit presents.

With our new opportunitieshave comechallenges
which our staff isstepping forward to meet. Asalways, if
you have questions about the Farm Bill, our agency, or
our programscall or visit your local USDA-NRCS
servicecenter for moreinformation.
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Farm Bill - continued From Page 1

L ooking ahead to future years, the new Farm Bill
rampsup theamount of funding authorized for EQIP until
it reachesanationwideleve of $1.3billionin FY 2007.
Animportant point to remember isthat whilethe Farm
Bill authorizeshigher levelsof funding, suchmoniesmust
still be appropriated in the budget.

InFY 2003 NRCS anticipatesthat it will receive about
1000 applicationsfor funding, and theamount requested
will total over $30 million. Sowhileopportunitieshave
increased, there still will beunmet needs.

Thenew Farm Bill offersmany opportunitiesin
additionto the significant expansion of EQIP. Two of
thesearethe Conservation of Private Grazing Land
Program and Conservation Security Program.

The Conservation of Private Grazing Land Program
will beanew program that hel ps owners and managers of
private grazing land address natural resource concerns. It
will enhancethe economic and socid stability of grazing
land enterprises. Thiswill inturnimpact therural commu-
nitiesthat depend on the ranches.

The Conservation Security Program provides payment
for addressing resource concernsonworking land.
Resource concernsincludewater quality and quantity, soil
erosion, air quality, plant management, and animal man-
agement. Theprogram rewardsongoing stewardship on
working landsand hel psproducersincreasetheir level of
conservationtreatment. It hel psownersand operators of
agricultura landsmaintain conservation practicesand
ingtall additional practices.

Responding to the many new changesisboth exciting
and challenging for NRCS staff. Rulesneedyetto be
drafted, experience gained, and monies secured to know
thefull ramificationsof thenew Farm Bill. Itismost
importantly an exciting timefor producersasthey see
opportunities ahead.

For additiona information contact Ken Leiting
(505)761-4425.
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Natural Resources Reporter

NRCS Releases Funds for Wildlife Habitat

on Private Lands

Mule deer photo courtesy of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
released $105,725inAugust to improve wildlife habitat
on privatelandsin the state under the Wil dlife Habitat
Incentives Program (WHIP). Seven projectswill be
funded to improve habitat for ek, turkey, bear, shore-
birds, grouse, desert bighorn sheep, and other species
including theendangered willow flycatcher.

Three projectswill befunded in the Cuba Soil and
Water Conservation District, two inthe Upper Chama
Soil and Water Conservation District, oneinthe
Quemado Soil and Water Conservation District, and one
inthe Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation Didtrict. All
projectsareon privateland with voluntary participation of

thelandowner.

Thelandownerswill receivefunding for constructing
water suppliesfor wildlife, fencing to excludelivestock
from creeksand ponds, and establishing permanent food
plots. Solar pumpswill beinstalled, sagebrush removed,
treesthinned, and erosion controlsinstalled.

WHIPisavoluntary program that encouragescreation
of highquality wildlife habitatsthrough cost-share pay-
mentsfor development and protection of upland, wetland,
riparian, and aguatic habitat aress.

For moreinformation contact Cliff Sanchez at
(505)761-4403.
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Rural Fire Fighting Just Got Easier

One of the productsof thisyear’shorrific fire season
isagrowing awareness of defensible space. Evenless
known, but equally important, istheemerging technol ogy
of dry hydrants. Together dry hydrantsand defensive
gpacearemaking significantinroadsintorurd fire safety.

Dry Hydrants

A dry hydrant isanon-pressurized pipe permanently
installed in existing lakes, pondsor streamsthat providea
suction water supply to tank trucks. The successof
fightingfireinrural areas, in many cases, hingesonthe
distancetanker trucks must travel to water fill-up points.
Dry hydrantsarefill-up pointsthat can economically be
placed around arural areato shorten water-hauling
distancesintheevent of afire.

In many rural areas, alack of water mainsand
domesticfirehydrantscan sometimesimpair afire
department’ sability to doitsjob quickly and efficiently.
Tanker trucks must be used to carry large amounts of
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water tothefire scene. If thetanker fill-up pointsarea
long distancefromthefire, thefirefightersmay beunable
toretain an uninterrupted water supply to the sceneof the
fire

Dry hydrants can be placed at avariety of siteswhere
thereisawater source. Adjacent to awater source such
asastreamor pond, dry hydrantsusested, ironor PVC
pipethat sticksout of thegroundto givetanker trucksa
hose connection. The other end of the pipehasanintake
strainer section and issubmerged in the stream or pond.
(SeeDiagram 1.) A pump onthetanker truck provides
thesuction to draw thewater from the stream into the
tanker.

Because of the Northern Rio Grande Resource
Conservation and Devel opment Council (RC& D), many
smdl communitiesin northern New Mexico are adopting
dry hydrant technology. Asaresult of theRC&D’s
assistance Taos County hasinstalled 59 dry hydrants, Rio
ArribaCounty 17, and SantaFe County 14. TheRC&D
assisted in securing water rights, easements, and Corps of

All Weather Rood .
X /
4 SN T TN~ Ground Line
-‘-‘-‘<//<<//\{// - e
/,\///\/)\ B _
5 S NN
Qj
.§ ” g \.
x| <
g« > S~ Rod & Cotter
RS ‘é‘ ~\\\\\ Water Level gtey to hg/d
‘() [y <?§ rainer CcqQp on
- R,
S
\
.l
6" Elbow " \
6" PVC Pipe
Dry Hydrant
Natural Resources

O NRC

Conservation Service

(4)



Engineersand New Mexico Environment Departments
permits. It hasworked withtheU.S. Forest Service,
local volunteer firedepartments, State FireMarshdl’s
Office, county grant administration offices, loca
contractors, soil and water conservation districts, state
legidators, and designersand inspectors. TheRC&D is
fiscal agent for fundsthat have been appropriated by the
state of New Mexico.

If anyone needs convincing of thevalue of dry
hydrants consider homeowner insurance. Theinsurance
ratesof homeownersin El Rito, RioArribaCounty
decreased because of theinstallation of thedry hydrant.
Fireinsurance premiumsdepend on an area’sInsurance
Service Organization (1SO) classfication. These
classficationsrely onthearea sability tofight fires, soas
anared sfire-fighting capability increasesinsurance
premiumsdecrease. Withadry hydrant, insurancerates
can decrease 45 to 50 percent.

Dry hydrantsareawin-winsituation. Rurd fire
departmentsand homeownersgain. And the state of
New Mexico and RC& D achievetheir stated purpose of
supporting thedevel opment of rural New Mexico.

Defensible Space

Defensible spaceisaperimeter around your home
that you can defend inthe event of awildfire. 1t means
clearing brush away, moving woodpilesand propane
tanksaway frombuildings, ingtaling fireres stant roofs,
and generdly depriving any potentid fireof fuel near your
home.

Thereareseverad tipsfromthe Fire Safe Council that
you canfollow to makeyour homefiresafe:

Roof

Remove dead branchesoverhanging your roof.

Removeany brancheswithin 10feet of your chimney.

Clean dl dead |eavesand needlesfrom your roof and
gutters.

Ingtal aroof that meetsthefires stance classification of
“ClassC” or better.

Cover your chimeny outlet and stovepipewith
nonflammabl e screen of 1/2 inch or smaller mesh.

Construction

Build your homeaway from ridgetops, canyons, and
areas between high pointson aridge.

Build your homeat least 30 feet from your property line.

Usefireresgtant building materias.

Enclose underside of bal coniesand above ground decks
withfireres stant materials.

Limit thesizeand number of windowsinyou homethat
facelarge areasof vegetation.

Install only dual -paned or triple paned windows.

Landscape

Createadefensible space by removing all flammable
vegation at least 30 feet fromal structuresand
replacingitwithfireresgtiveplants.

On steep dopes, remove flammabl e vegatation out to 100
feet or more.

Space nativetreesand shrubsat least 10 feet apart.

For treestaller than 18 feet, prunelower brancheswithin
six feet of theground.

Choose ornamental landscaping plantsthat arefire
resgive.

Reduce the number of treesin heavily wooded aress.

Maintainal plantsby regularly removing dead branches,
leaves, and needles.

Thissummer’sfire season was devastating, yet many
lessonswerelearned that can helprura residentsinthe
future. Dry hydrantsand defensible spacearetwo critical
steps.

For further information contact David Manzanares,
Northern Rio Grande RC& D coordinator, (505) 753-
6412.
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Natural Resources Reporter

Tall-Pots and Hydrogel Increase Shrub Survival

How toincrease survival of transplanted shrubswith
very limitedirrigationin thearid Southwest isthe topic of
an NRCSPlant Materials Center research proj ect
currently underway. The Plant MaterialsCenter is
successfully using acombination of tall-potsand
superabsorbent hydroge to achieveasurvival rate of 98
percent. Ensuring thesurvival of shrubsisparticularly
important along highway mediansand right-of-ways
whereconventiond irrigationisnot available, but thereare
also other applications.

ThePlant Materials Center istesting their methods at
threesites. Atotal of 99 shrubsand treeswere planted
onahighway medianin Milan, New Mexico. Atthel-25
and Highway 285 junction 808 native shrubswere
plantedinitially, and later an additional 921 native shrubs
were planted. And, on Highway 599 in SantaFe 199
New Mexico olive, 161 skunkbush sumac, and 119
wavyleaf oak wereplanted.

Tall-pot containersare being used. Atall-potisa
container that ismorethan 24 incheshigh. They
encourage deep root growth of seedlings, and have been
showntoimprovethe seedling’'ssurviva and growth
rates. Thetall-potsthe Plant Materials Center isusing
consist of 30-inchtall piecesof 4-inch diameter sewer
pipe. These containershavetwo split seamsthat run

most of the pipelength to encourage spiraling rootsto
grow downward. Thebottomsof the containersare

sedl ed with aporousfabric coated with copper hydroxide
to control root penetration and allow drainage.

Thetransplanted shrubsareirrigated once per year,
generally with superhydrogel that absorbsand retains
water hundredsof timesitsownweight. A twogallon
application of superhydrogel isappliedin June, once
spring moistureisnear depl etion to sustain the plantsfor
onefull year.

Thesurvival rate at thethreetest siteshasaveraged 98
percent. Of the 1,346 tall-pot transplants, only 29 plants
died by theend of thefirst growing season. Thestudy
suggeststhat nearly 100 percent survival ratecan be
achieved by using tall-potswithirrigation tubesto
facilitate deep root watering. Either hydrogel may be
used or two applications of water. If water isused, one
three-gallon water application should be applied when the
plantsarefirst transplanted inthefall. A secondwater
application should be applied in Juneto carry the plant
through the droughty period before the monsoon period
beginsinduly.

For moreinformation contact Greg Fenchel, Plant
Materials Center Manager, at (505)865-4684.

Shrubs established using tall pots at the R|dge Crest Road exit on Highway 599 in Santa Fe
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Natural Resources Reporter

Worthy of the Name Conservationist

Applying conservationissometimesan art rather than
ascienceaccordingtoArt Ariaz, Fiedld Team Civil
Engineering Technician.

“Thetechnical guideisjust that - aguide,” Ariaz said.
“Youneedto
remember the
human dement
that can be so
versdtileinthe
planning process.
That person can
findsolutions
wherethere
appear to beonly
challenges”

Ariazis
experiencedin
findingsolutions
and capturingthe
praiseof his
supervisorsand
peers.
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Art Ariaz, Field Team Civil Engineering Tech

“Art hasdonealot of design work, especialy for
acequias,” said Ben Creighton, Northeast Team Leader.
“Hehandleslarge complex jobs, andisjust outstanding.”

A native of the SantaRosaarea, Ariaz grew up ona
Puerto De Lunaranch whereasa4-H member heraised
lambs. Hegraduated from SantaRosaHigh School and
went onto New Mexico State University wherehe
studied mechanical engineering. After graduating from
NMSU in 1975 hewent towork in Texasasapumper in
theailfieds.

Ariaz joined the Soil Conservation Service under a
WAE (whileactualy employed) appointmentin
December of 1975 asasoil conservationtechnicianin
SantaRosa. After 10 yearsin SantaRosahe becamea
civil engineering technician. During thisperiod heapplied
conservation ontheground, designing largeirrigation
systemson acequiasand compl eting resource
conservation plans.

Inthemid-80sAriaz becamethe NRCScivil
engineering technician for the northeast quarter of the
state of New Mexico. Withthisnew designationAriaz
assumed officeresponsbility for quality control of the
engineering program.

Ariaz remindsusof the changesduring his career that
makefor better design and abetter job done of bringing
conservationto theground.

“Thetechnological advancesavailableto the agency
areincredible,” Ariaz said. “What usetotake daysto
accomplish, now seemsinstantaneous. It usetotaketime
to stakeafield or layout aproject. Now wego out and
conduct design surveys, designit, and the contractor then
takesthisdataand plugsit into hissoftware, and thejob
getsdone.”

“Quality control and assuranceisbasically my
responsibility. Itiseasier much easier toaccomplish
because we have better equipment.”

Reflecting back on hiscareer, Ariaz said, “ After 28
yearsof service, | realizethat | had no ideawhat wewere
doingwhen first started. Conservationissomethingyou
learn from the peoplewho practiceit. You learn about
land use and resource management. | get much
sati sfaction fromlooking at the positiveresultsof the
applied conservation practicesthat | have been apart of.
| can also say that | am proud to have been instrumental
inprotecting away of lifefor many of our clientelein New
Mexico. Whenyou areinthisfield you gain confidencein
thework you are doing and start expanding your
horizons. | see our rangeland and cropland improving.
The Conservation Reserve Program has doneaworld of
goodfor our state.”

Ariazisamanwho truly earnsthe name
conservationist. Inhissparetimehevolunteersfor the
SantaRosa City Parks Committee where he brought to
thecity council and mayor theideaof seeking aTree City
USA designation

Married to Christinefor 25 years, they havetwo
children - Arthur Steven and Erica. AndArt and Christine
areabout to be grandparentsfor thefirst timeasthisissue
of Natural Resources Reporter goesto press.
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New Mexico NRCS Field Team Contacts:

NormanVigil

Northwest Team
Cook’sProfessiond Building
224 L osAlamosAvenue, Suite 1
Espanola, NM 87532
(505)753-6412

BenCreighton

Northeast Team

200 North Second Street
Clayton, NM 88415
(505)874-2391

DanThomas

Central Team

Agricultura ServiceCenter Bldg. 27
Courthouse Road

LosLunas, NM 87031
(505)865-4642

JohnAllen

Southwest Team

2507 North Telshor

Las Cruces, NM 88001
(505)521-8119

HallisFuchs

Southeast Team

409 Central Avenue
Carrizozo, NM 88301
(505)648-2941

KenWalker

East Team

918 Parkland
Clovis,NM 88101
(505)762-4769 x119
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