United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

SEPTEMBER 29, 2004 HERBERT HADAD, MEGAN GAFFNEY
PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637- 2600

BUREAU OF ALCOHO., TOBACCO
FI REARVMS AND EXPLCSI VES
JOSEPH G. GREEN

(718) 650- 4022

NYPD
PAUL BROANE
(646) 610- 5000

US GHARGES 20 MEMBERS GF BRONX HOME | NWVASI ON CREVWS W TH
ROBBERY, WEAPONS GFFENSES, NAROOTI CS QONSPI RACY AND HOM d DE

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, WLLI AM G MMHON, the Special
Agent in Charge of the Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns and
Expl osi ves, New York Field Division, and RAYMOND W KELLY, the
Comm ssi oner of the New York City Police Departnment, announced
the unsealing in Manhattan federal court today of three
I ndi ctments charging 20 individuals with robbery, firearns and
narcotics offenses stemmng fromtheir alleged participation in
robbery crews that targeted both narcotics dealers in residences
and commerci al establishnments in the Bronx, Munt Vernon and
Queens, New York. Three defendants also are charged with a

hom ci de that occurred during the course of one of the robberies.



The indictnents collectively nane the foll ow ng

def endants as being nmenbers of various robbery crews: LUS
SANCHEZ, a/k/a “Chegui,” alk/a “Cheguito,” JUAN MATCS, al/k/a
“I'ndio,” alk/la “Carlito,” ANGEL MEDI NA, a/k/a “Joseph,” alk/a
“Al exis Joel Cuevas,” al/kl/a “Flaco,” WLLIAMC. SUAREZ, JOSE
ANTONETTI, a/k/a “Superman,” alk/a “Joey,” JOSE FERNANDEZ, a/k/a
“Huel e,” ARI EL BRUNO, VICTOR ALEJANDRO, a/k/a “Tito,” FELIC A
CASTI LLO, JAVI ER ROBLES, a/k/a “Nene,” DERRILYN NEEDHAM a/k/a
“I'ngrid,” JOEY FI GUEROA, CHRI STI AN QUI NONES, DONOVAN FRANCI S,
alk/a “Brian,” WLLI AM MENDOZA, a/k/a “WIllie Benz,” COREY
THOWPSON, M CHAEL CARDQOZA, al/k/a “John,” DAVID TIRU, al/k/a “Jus,”
BARON GONZALEZ and RI CHARD RI VERA.

I ndi ctments S1 04 Cr. 36 (LAP), 04 Cr. 1025 and 04 Cr.
1036 were all unseal ed today.

Indictnent S1 04 Cr. 36 (LAP) charges defendants LU S
SANCHEZ, JUAN MATOS, ANGEL MEDI NA, WLLI AM C. SUAREZ, JOSE
ANTONETTI, JOSE FERNANDEZ, ARI EL BRUNO, VI CTOR ALEJANDRO and
FELI CIl A CASTILLO with conspiring to commt robberies of narcotics
deal ers and comercial establishnments in the Bronx fromin or
around Sept enber 2001 t hrough and including in or around Decenber
2003, commtting nunerous such gunpoint robberies during the sane
time franme and using, possessing, brandi shing and di schargi ng
firearns during the robberies. SANCHEZ, MATOS, MEDI NA, SUAREZ,
ANTONETTI, FERNANDEZ, ALEJANDRO and CASTILLO are al so charged
with involvenment in a related narcotics conspiracy during which
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the nmenbers stol e kil ogram anmounts of cocai ne, cocai ne base and
heroin, which they later distributed to others. SANCHEZ, NMED NA
and SUAREZ are additionally charged with the shooting death of
El vis Gonzal ez during the August 24, 2002, attenpted gunpoint
robbery of Gonzalez in the | obby of 3555 Bruckner Boul evard in
t he Bronx.

I ndi ctment 04 Cr. 1036 charges JAVI ER ROBLES, DERRILYN
NEEDHAM JOEY FI GUERCA, CHRI STI AN QUI NONES, DONOVAN FRANCI S,
W LLI AM MENDOZA, LU S SANCHEZ, COREY THOWPSON, M CHAEL CORDOZA
and DAVID TIRU with conspiring to conmit nunerous robberies of
narcotics dealers in the Bronx, Muunt Vernon and Queens, New
York, fromin or around 2001 through and including in or around
January 2004, committing numerous such gunpoi nt robberies during
the sane tinmeframe and using, possessing and brandi shing firearns
during the robberies. ROBLES, NEEDHAM FI GUERCA, FRANCI S,
MENDQOZA, SANCHEZ, THOMPSON, CORDOZA and TIRU are al so charged
with their participation in a related narcotics conspiracy,
during which they stole cocaine and nmarijuana and conspired to
distribute those drugs to others. FIGJEROA is additionally
charged with possessing a firearm after having been convicted of
a felony offense.

I ndi ctment 04 Cr. 1025 charges VI CTOR ALEJANDRO, JOEY

FI GUERCA, BARON GONZALEZ, RI CHARD RI VERA and LU S SANCHEZ with



conspiring to rob narcotics traffickers in the Bronx and

Manhattan fromin or about 1997 through in or about January 2003,

possessing firearns during and in furtherance of the robbery

conspiracy and conspiring to distribute cocaine during the course

of the robbery conspiracy.

FI GUEROA and RI VERA are al so charged

with the robbery of a drug dealer in the Bronx in 2000.

United States v. Luis Sanchez,

et al., S1 04 O. 36

(LAP) is currently pending before United States District Judge

LORETTA A. PRESKA.
maxi mum pot ent i al

by each defendant:

sent ence and potenti al

Set forth below are the defendants and the

mandat ory sentence faced

DEFENDANT MAXI MUM POTENTI AL POTENTI AL MANDATORY
SENTENCE SENTENCE

LU S SANCHEZ Death Penalty/Life 145 years
| mpri sonnent

JUAN MATGOS Life 220 years

ANGEL MEDI NA Death Penalty/Life 270 years
| mpri sonnent

W LLI AM C. SUAREZ Death Penalty/Life 20 years
| mpri sonnent

JOSE ANTONETTI Life 295 years

ARl EL BRUNO Life 32 years

VI CTOR ALEJANDRO Life 17 years

FELI CI A CASTI LO Life 120 years

In connection with United States v. Javier Roble, et

al., 04 C. 1036,
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set forth below are the defendants and the



maxi mum pot ent i al

by each defendant:

sentence and potenti al

mandat ory sentence face

DEFENDANT MAXI MUM POTENTI AL POTENTI AL MANDATORY
SENTENCE SENTENCE
JAVI ER ROBLES Life 17 years
DERRI LYN NEEDHAM Life 17 years
JOEY FI GUERQA Life 17 years
CHRI STIAN QUINONES |Life 17 years
DONOVAN FRANCI S Life 17 years
W LLI AM MENDOZA Life 17 years
LU S SANCHEZ Life 17 years
COREY THOMPSON Life 17 years
M CHAEL CORDQOZA Life 17 years
DAVI D TIRU Life 17 years

As to United States v.

Vi ctor Al ejandro,

et al., 04 Cr.

25, set forth below are the defendants and the nmaxi num potenti al

sentence and potenti al

mandat ory sentence faced by each

def endant :

DEFENDANT MAXI MUM POTENTI AL POTENTI AL MANDATORY
SENTENCE SENTENCE

VI CTOR ALEJANDRO Life 17 years

JOEY FI GUERQA Life 17 years

BARON GONZALEZ Life 17 years

Rl CHARD RI VERA Life 17 years

LU S SANCHEZ Life 17 years




M. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
Bureau of Al cohol, Tobacco, Firearns and Expl osives (“ATF’) and
the New York City Police Departnent, who have jointly
i nvestigated the case. M. KELLEY al so thanked the Bronx County
District Attorney’'s Ofice, the Mount Vernon Police
Departnment, the Nassau County Police Departnent, and ATF O fices
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Olando, Florida; and Puerto Rico.

Assi stant United States Attorneys LAURIE A KORENBAUM
and JASON SABOT are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnents are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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