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Human Influences on Human Influences on 
Oyster Populations in the Oyster Populations in the 

Chesapeake BayChesapeake Bay

By The National Aquarium in Baltimore’sBy The National Aquarium in Baltimore’s
Aquarium on Wheels Students:Aquarium on Wheels Students:

William GreeneWilliam Greene
Candice HaynesCandice Haynes

Tammy JacobsonTammy Jacobson
Nick LukanichNick Lukanich
Andrew WrightAndrew Wright

American OysterAmerican Oyster

Crassostrea virginicaCrassostrea virginica

BivalveBivalve
Form reefsForm reefs
Filter feederFilter feeder
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The Importance of Oysters to the The Importance of Oysters to the 
Chesapeake BayChesapeake Bay

Filter the Filter the 
Chesapeake BayChesapeake Bay
Provide habitatProvide habitat
Provide foodProvide food
Economic valueEconomic value

Declining PopulationsDeclining Populations

Over harvestingOver harvesting
Poor water qualityPoor water quality
MSX and DermoMSX and Dermo
Natural predatorsNatural predators
Loss of habitatLoss of habitat
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Human Influences On Oyster Human Influences On Oyster 
PopulationPopulation

PollutionPollution
SedimentationSedimentation
Algae bloomsAlgae blooms

Soil ErosionSoil Erosion
Over harvestingOver harvesting

Harvest in Bushels (1975Harvest in Bushels (1975--1998)1998)
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Human Influences On Oyster Human Influences On Oyster 
PopulationPopulation

Marine Diseases affecting oysters Marine Diseases affecting oysters 
MSXMSX--Multinucleated Sphere XMultinucleated Sphere X
DermoDermo-- Parasitic, Parasitic, PerkinsusPerkinsus marinusmarinus

The Future of the Oyster in the The Future of the Oyster in the 
Chesapeake BayChesapeake Bay

ResearchResearch
Horn Point Horn Point 
LaboratoryLaboratory
Introduction of Introduction of 
New SpeciesNew Species

Reef RestorationReef Restoration
LegislationLegislation
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What We Are DoingWhat We Are Doing
Aquarium on Wheels Aquarium on Wheels 

EducationEducation
Plays and Labs Plays and Labs 
Classroom programs Classroom programs 

What We Are DoingWhat We Are Doing

ParticipationParticipation
CleanClean--ups at Fort ups at Fort 
McHenryMcHenry
Planting wetland grassesPlanting wetland grasses


