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The Big Picture...The Big Picture...

Jamaica BayJamaica Bay

Jamaica BayJamaica Bay
Geographic areaGeographic area
Human impactHuman impact
Wildlife habitatWildlife habitat
Disappearing marshesDisappearing marshes
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Wildlife of Jamaica BayWildlife of Jamaica Bay

Our Field Site...Our Field Site...

Gerritsen CreekGerritsen Creek
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Gerritsen CreekGerritsen Creek

LocationLocation
Recreational activitiesRecreational activities
Economic impactEconomic impact
Preliminary test dataPreliminary test data
–– TemperatureTemperature
–– SalinitySalinity
–– pHpH
–– Dissolved OxygenDissolved Oxygen
–– Coliform Coliform BacteriaBacteria

Recreational ActivitiesRecreational Activities

Wind SurfingWind Surfing Water SkiingWater Skiing
Jet SkiingJet Skiing
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Recreational ActivitiesRecreational Activities

CanoeingCanoeing

Swimming & BoatingSwimming & Boating

Economic ImpactEconomic Impact

Commercial FishingCommercial Fishing

Waterfront RestaurantWaterfront Restaurant
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Preliminary Test DataPreliminary Test Data
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pH Levels at Gerritsen Beach
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Preliminary Test DataPreliminary Test Data
Dissolved Oxygen Levels At Gerritsen 

Beach

0.0
5.0

10.0
15.0
20.0

Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5

Location

P
P

M

Dissolved Oxygen
10/5/03
Dissolved Oxygen
11/30/03
Dissolved Oxygen
12/11/03

Site 1: Environmental CenterSite 1: Environmental Center
Site 2: The CanalSite 2: The Canal

Site 3: Charlie’s BeachSite 3: Charlie’s Beach
Site 4: The PointSite 4: The Point

Site 5: Behind Amusement CenterSite 5: Behind Amusement Center



7

The ProblemThe Problem

Human impact on the Human impact on the 
environmentenvironment

White IslandWhite Island

Dangerous recreation?Dangerous recreation?

The ProblemThe Problem

Abandoned BoatsAbandoned Boats
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The ProblemThe Problem

Abandoned CarsAbandoned Cars

The ProblemThe Problem
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The ProblemThe Problem

I L L E G A L  D U M P I N G

The ProblemThe Problem
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The ProblemThe Problem

Typical Storm DrainTypical Storm Drain

Strategies for Public EducationStrategies for Public Education
Stencil the sewersStencil the sewers
Create and distribute Create and distribute 
literatureliterature
–– Public access to regulatory Public access to regulatory 

agenciesagencies

Hold public educational Hold public educational 
workshopsworkshops
–– School GroupsSchool Groups
–– Organized GroupsOrganized Groups
–– Civic Groups/Community Civic Groups/Community 

MembersMembers
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Strategies for Public EducationStrategies for Public Education

G.B. Cares Inc., G.B. Cares Inc., 

Friends of Marine Park/Gerritsen CreekFriends of Marine Park/Gerritsen Creek

EnforcementEnforcement
Install legible signs to:Install legible signs to:
–– Clean up after dogsClean up after dogs
–– Alert swimmers of water conditionsAlert swimmers of water conditions
–– Prohibit illegal dumpingProhibit illegal dumping

Petition for increased fines & reward incentivesPetition for increased fines & reward incentives
Routine patrols of parks by Police, Sanitation Departments, and Routine patrols of parks by Police, Sanitation Departments, and 
U.S. Coast GuardU.S. Coast Guard
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Prevention & MaintenancePrevention & Maintenance

Install hoods in the sewersInstall hoods in the sewers
Request regular cleaning of the catch drain basinsRequest regular cleaning of the catch drain basins

Types of Pollution Found in Catch Drain BasinsTypes of Pollution Found in Catch Drain Basins

8/008/00

Our Long Term GoalsOur Long Term Goals

Dredge the creekDredge the creek
Divert sewers into holding tanksDivert sewers into holding tanks
Install new bulkheads at the end of Install new bulkheads at the end of 
each blockeach block
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Divert Sewers Into Holding TanksDivert Sewers Into Holding Tanks

New Bulk Heads...New Bulk Heads...
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Help Prevent Erosion!Help Prevent Erosion!
Salt Marsh ErosionSalt Marsh Erosion

Why We Care...Why We Care...
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Why We Care...Why We Care...

Why We Care...Why We Care...
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Why We Care...Why We Care...

Thank You!Thank You!
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Wildlife Conservation SocietyWildlife Conservation Society
–– New York AquariumNew York Aquarium
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