BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS

Overview: The Bureau of Transportation Statistics' (BTS) mission is to develop high-quality trans-
portation data and information, and to advance their use in public and private transportation decision-
making. The FY 2005 budget request of $32.2 million from the Highway Trust Fund reflects the
Administration's proposal to sharpen the agency's focus around five core data programs and two cross-
cutting research programs. Resources will be used to develop useful and reliable data on freight move-
ment, personal travel behavior, transportation economics, air transportation, and geographic information
systems. The cross-cutting research programs will develop and publish key indicators of national trans-
portation system performance, and improve statistical methods to address transportation-specific prob-
lems.
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e Freight and travel flow - replace infrequent,
incomplete freight and passenger flow surveys
with continuous data collection programs that
fill critical gaps.

*  Measurement - develop reliable indicators of
transportation system performance.

* Economic analysis - explain how transportation
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* Air transportation statistics - deliver timely data
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