MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG
BETWEEN THE
PETROLEUM SAFETY AUTHORI TY
OF THE
KI NGDOM OF NORWAY
AND THE
M NERALS MANAGEMENT SERVI CE
OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
OF THE
UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

The Petrol eum Safety Authority of the Kingdom of Norway and
the M neral s Managenent Service of the Departnment of the
Interior of the United States of America (herein referred to as

the “Parties”) have reached the foll owi ng understandi ngs:

ARTI CLE |: SCOPE AND OBJECTI VES OF COOPERATI ON

1. The objectives of this Menorandum are to establish
cl oser and nore regul ar contacts, pronbte cooperative activities
related to the principles and nethods of ensuring safe
operations in exploration for and the devel opnent of offshore
m neral resources, and to pronote the sharing of scientific and
technical information including informtion on managenent and
adm ni strative procedures and practices, safety, and energency

preparedness. All objectives should be pursued in accordance
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with the applicable laws, rules, and regul ati ons of Norway and
the United States.

2. This Menorandumis in inplenentation of and subject to
any applicable science and technol ogy agreenents between the
respective countries of the Parties.

3. The Parties may undertake to provi de enhanced
opportunities to exchange information, including ideas, skills,
and techni ques; consult regularly; make use of speci al
facilities; and address problens of nutual interest related to
of fshore oil, gas, and m neral activities.

4. For cooperation requested by either Party that extends
into subjects outside the scope of expertise of the Parties,
either Party may, with the consent of the other, and subject to
applicable laws, rules, regulations, and policies of each
country, endeavor to enlist the participation of other entities.
Either Party may, with the consent of the other, include the
partici pation of other organizations of Norway or the United
States in the devel opnent of activities within the scope of this
Menorandum  Partici pation by other organizations should be

governed by the provisions of this Menorandum



ARTI CLE 1| : COOPERATI VE ACTI VI TI ES

Cooperative activities may include exchanges of scientific
and technical information, nmutually beneficial cooperative
research, and exchange visits of individuals sponsored by either

Party within the scope of prograns of the Parti es.

ARTI CLE I'I'1: SOURCE OF FUNDI NG

Each Party will cover its own costs subject to the funds
and personnel resources available to it. Nothing in this
Menor andum shoul d constitute a conmtnent to allocate, now or in
the future, unappropriated funds for cooperative activities

under this Menorandum or annexes hereto.

ARTI CLE 1'V: REPORTS, DOCUMENTS, AND RELEASE OF | NFORVATI ON

1. Subject to the applicable Iaws, rules, and regul ations
of the respective countries, information, data and reports of
cooperative activities carried out under this Menorandum may be
rel eased by either Party with the consent of the other Party or

as otherwi se may be required by conditions and circunstances in
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connection with any project executed pursuant to this
Menmor andum

2. Any commtnent of the Parties to preserve the
confidentiality of information is subject to applicable | aws,

rul es, and regul ations of the respective countries.

ARTI CLE V: REVI EW AND COORDI NATI ON OF ACTI VI TI ES

The Parties nmay designate representatives who, at tines
nmut ual Iy deci ded upon, should review and coordi nate the

activities under this Menorandum

ARTI CLE VI: | NTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Provisions for the protection and distribution of
intellectual property created or furnished in the course of
cooperative activities under this Menorandum and future projects
shoul d be in accordance wth applicable international

agreenents.



ARTI CLE VII: DI SCLAI MER

Information transmtted by one Party to the other under
t hi s Menorandum shoul d be accurate, but the transmtting Party
does not warrant the suitability of information transmtted for
any particular use or application by the receiving Party or by
any third party. Neither Party should be held responsible for
any consequences of the use of or reliance upon such

i nformati on.

ARTI CLE VII1: PRQIECTS ( ANNEXES)

Any activity carried out under this Menorandum shoul d be
agreed upon by the Parties in witing before being undertaken.
Wenever nore than the exchange of scientific and technical
informati on or exchange visits of individuals is planned to take
pl ace, such activity should be described in a project proposal
whi ch shall set forth as appropriate to the activity, a work
pl an, staffing requirenments, cost estimates, funding source, and
ot her undert aki ngs, obligations, or conditions not included in

this Menorandum



ARTI CLE | X: EFFECTI VE DATE AND TERM NATI ON

Thi s Menorandum shall enter into force upon signature of
both Parties and shall remain in effect for 5 years. It may be
amended or extended by witten agreenent of the Parties. This
Menorandum nmay be term nated at any tinme by either Party upon
ninety (90) days witten notice to the other Party. The
termnation of this Menorandum should not affect the validity or
duration of projects under this Menorandum which are initiated

prior to such term nation.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, the undersigned, being duly authorized, have

signed this Menorandum

Done in , in duplicate this

2004.

FOR THE PETRCLEUM SAFETY AUTHORI TY OF THE KI NGDOM OF NORWAY

Magne QOgnedal

FOR THE M NERALS MANAGEMENT SERVI CE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
| NTERI OR OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

R M “Johnnie” Burton






