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Community Programs


Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program


Applications are now being accepted for the Distance Learning and Telemedicine (DLT) Program.  The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program is designed to meet the educational and health care needs of rural America and rural residents through the use of advanced telecommunications technologies.  


The Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program provides three categories of financial assistance:


100% Grants


100% Loans


Combination Loan-Grants


Grant Only Projects


Minimum grant request must be at least $50,000 and the maximum request no more than $500,000.  Matching contributions must be for approved purposes and equal to 15% of the grant amount requested.  Matching funds must generally be in the form of cash, but in-kind contributions solely for the approved proposes may be substituted for cash.  Grant purposes fall within three categories:


Acquiring of eligible equipment including; computer hardware and software; audio and video equipment; computer network components; terminal equipment; data terminal equipment; inside wiring; and interactive video equipment.


Acquiring of instructional programming, including the purchase or lease of instructional programming that has already been developed and is available on the market.


Providing technical assistance and instruction for using eligible equipment, including any related software; developing instructional 


2.  Providing links between teachers and students or medical professionals who are located at the same facility, provided that such facility receives or provides distance learning or telemedicine services as part of a distance learning or telemedicine network which meets the purposes of this program.


3.  Providing for site development and alteration of buildings in order to meet proposes of this program.  Financial assistance for this purpose must be necessary and incidental to the total amount of financial assistance requested.


4.  Purchasing land, buildings, or building construction determined by RUS to be necessary and incidental to the project.  The applicant must demonstrate that funding for other sources is not available at a cost that does not adversely impact the economic viability of the project.  


5.  Acquiring telecommunications transmissions facilities, provided that no telecommunications carrier will install such facilities under the Act or through other financial procedures within a reasonable time period and at a cost to the applicant that does not impact the economic viability of the project.


Application Deadlines: Combination loan-grant or loan only applications may be submitted at Anytime.  Applications for combination loan-grant or loans will be processed as received, on a first-come, first-served basis.  


To ensure consideration for approval during fiscal year 2003, which ends September 30, 2003, completed applications should be postmarked by:  July 31, 2003


How to Obtain An Application Packet and Guide:


The latest regulation, 7 CFR Part 1703, Distance Learning and Telemedicine Loan and Grant Program and the FY 2003 Application Guides are available electronically via the Internet at:  


� HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/urs/tlecom/dlt/dltpublications.htm ��http://www.usda.gov/rus/telecom/dlt/dltpublications.htm�





USDA Rural Development State Office can be 


reached at (775) 887-1222 or TDD (775) 885-0633





Rural Housing Service (RHS)





Although we did not have a formal budget from Congress until March, Housing has been busy.  Notices of Funding Availability (NOFA) have been issued in the Federal Register for Section 515 Multi-family Housing, Section 538 Guaranteed Multi-family Housing, Section 533 Housing Preservation Grant, and Section 514/516 Farm Labor Housing Loans and Grants.  Application deadlines have already passed on some of these programs, and we anticipate selecting applications for funding in the near future. 





Our Single Family Housing programs are underway.  On March 8th, 2003, a groundbreaking ceremony was held to celebrate the start of four new homes to be built in Stagecoach under the Mutual Self Help Housing Program.  These homes will be built by the families who will live in them, with assistance from Citizens for Affordable Homes, Inc. (CAHI).  Three families are already under construction in West Wendover, NV utilizing the same program, with assistance from Nevada Rural Housing Authority.  A groundbreaking ceremony will be held on April 22nd in Dayton for CAHI’s newest subdivision.  This proposed subdivision will utilize funding from several partners, including USDA Rural Development, and will provide 28 building lots on which families may build under the Self-Help program.  





Single Family loans have been obligated in southern Nevada and in Winnemucca.  Loans and grants for housing rehabilitation have been obligated in Pahrump, Fallon and Elko.  Several more loans and grants are in progress.  





Funding is abundant for the Guaranteed Single Family Housing program.  Loans under this program are made by a mortgage lender and


guaranteed by USDA Rural Development.  This loan product offers moderate-income applicants the opportunity to get into a home for no money down.  Our staff has been doing extensive outreach with mortgage lenders to increase awareness of the program.  A continuing education course for Realtors has also been developed and is in the approval stages with Nevada’s Real Estate Division.





All this shapes up to be another exciting year for housing.  With over $4.6 million already invested in rural Nevada this fiscal year in the form of loans, grants, guarantees and rental assistance, we are fulfilling our mission to participate in the success of rural Nevada.


USDA Rural Development has four field offices located in Elko, (775) 738-8468; Fallon, (775) 423-7541; Las Vegas, (702) 262-9047; and Winnemucca, (775) 623-4461.


� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���Rural Business-Cooperative Service


$23 Million Targeted for Farmers, Ranchers and Small Business to Improve Energy Efficiencies and $21 Million Provided for the Biomass Research and Development Initiative





In a recent news release, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced the availability of approximately $44 million in grants that will support President Bush's energy plan to develop renewable energy and expand the economic prospects and environmental promise of biomass. View the full story at: � HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/news/release/2003/04/0111.htm ��http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2003/04/0111.htm�





Both programs were authorized by the 2002 Farm Bill and will be conducted in collaboration with the Department of Energy (DOE).





Applicants for the Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements program must be agricultural producers or rural small businesses, U.S. citizens or legal residents, and have demonstrated financial need.  Rural Development grant funds may be used to pay up to 25 percent of the eligible project costs.  Eligible


projects include those that derive energy from a wind, solar, biomass, or geothermal source,


















































continued on page 2





continued on page 3





continued from page 1





projects include those that derive energy from wind, solar, biomass or geothermal source, or hydrogen derived from biomass or water using wind, solar, or geothermal energy sources.  Awards will be made on a competitive basis for the purchase of renewable energy systems and to make energy improvements.





Detailed information about program requirements and information on how to apply are available in the April 8, 2003 Federal Register at


� HYPERLINK http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/nofas/2003/rep040803.pdf ��http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/nofas/2003/rep040803.pdf� Additional information on the grant program and other USDA Rural Development programs can be obtained by visiting: � HYPERLINK http://www.rurdev.usda.gov ��http://www.rurdev.usda.gov�.





Through the Biomass Research and Development Initiative, $21 million in grants are available to eligible entities to carry out research, development and demonstrations on biobased products, bioenergy, biofuels, biopower and related processes.





The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, on behalf of USDA and DOE, is requesting proposals for biomass research, development and demonstration projects to be submitted by May 16, 2003.  The solicitation package (USDA-GRANTS-031803-001) is posted on the federal funding opportunities website at � HYPERLINK http://www.Fedgrants.gov ��http://www.Fedgrants.gov� and in more detail at � HYPERLINK http://www.nrcs.usda.gov ��http://www.nrcs.usda.gov� and � HYPERLINK http://www.bioproducts-bioenergy.gov/ ��http://www.bioproducts-bioenergy.gov/�.


Information about additional energy grants provided by the Farm Bill and about USDA's energy policy can be found at � HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/farmbill ��http://www.usda.gov/farmbill� and � HYPERLINK http://www.usda.gov/energy/ ��http://www.usda.gov/energy/� respectively.


� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5  ���The U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).





To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Rural Business-


Cooperative Service


Rural Housing Service


Rural Utilities Services





�





programming (including the development and modification of an existing instructional programming package); and providing engineering or environmental studies relating to the establishment or expansion of the phase of the project that is being financed with the grant.  The costs of this category cannot exceed 10% of the grant amount requested or 10% of the eligible matching funds.  


In addition to the limitation noted for the third category, costs associated with the second and third categories must be subcontracted from an entity that is not affiliated with the applicant or consortium.


Grant Only Application Deadline: Must be postmarked by May 2, 2003


Loan Only or Loan Grant Combination Projects


The maximum size for a loan, generally is $10,000,000.  However, larger projects may be considered subject to the project’s feasibility and the availability of loan funds.  The minimum size of an application is $50,000.  The ratio of loan to grant financing in the combination loan-grant program is $10 loan to $1 grant.


There is no matching fund requirement for a combination loan-grant project.





In addition to the eligible grant purposes a loan only or loan grant combination project may include the following as eligible project costs:


1.  Paying for medical or educational equipment and facilities that are shown to be necessary to implement the project, including vehicles utilizing DLT technology to deliver educational and health care services.  The applicant must demonstrate that such items are necessary and the financial assistance for such equipment and facilities is not available from other sources as a cost that would not adversely affect the economic viability of the project.
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