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This is the first quarterly edition of Building Communities, a newsletter designed to keep rural Missouri aware of programs, technical assistance and special initiative funds available through USDA, Rural Development.

Partnering with others to create new opportunities for some 5.6 million rural Missourians is the goal of USDA Rural Development.    A good job to go to in the morning; a well-built, safe home with reliable water, electric and telecommunications services to return to in the evening;  life in a rural community with good schools, quality health services, dependable police and fire protection and an up-to-date library - this is what USDA Rural Development is all about. In Missouri, our employees are dedicated to assisting the people of rural Missouri develop sustainable rural communities.

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR

 LOWER MISSISSIPPI DELTA COUNTIES
Greg Branum, State Director for Rural Development in Missouri, has announced the availability of federal funding for communities where at least 75% of the benefits of a project will be received within one or more Lower Mississippi Delta  designated Counties.

There are 29 counties in Missouri that are eligible for this assistance:  Bollinger, Butler, Cape Girardeau, Carter, Crawford, Dent, Douglas, Dunklin, Howell, Iron, Madison, Mississippi, New Madrid, Oregon, Ozark, Pemiscot, Perry, Phelps, Reynolds, Ripley, Ste. Genevieve, St. Francois, Scott, Shannon, Stoddard, Texas, Washington, Wayne and Wright.

The programs that have funds earmarked for this initiative are:  

· INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM:  Provides financing for business facilities and community development projects through loans made by Rural Development to intermediaries that provide low interest loans to ultimate recipients for business facilities and community development in a rural area or community of 25,000 or less.

· RURAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE GRANT: assists public bodies and non-profit corporations finance and facilitate development of small and emerging private business enterprises located in a rural area or community of 50,000 or less.  Eligible purposes include infrastructure, technical assistance and revolving loan funds to provide to third parties through a loan.

· RURAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY GRANT: assists public bodies and non-profit corporations promote sustainable economic development in rural areas or communities of 10,000 or less.  Eligible funds usage includes, but is not limited to, feasibility and marketing plans, training and technical assistance to rural entrepreneurs, establish business support centers, and local or multi-county economic development planning.

Applications are considered on a National basis, but should be filed at your local Rural Development office.  The map on the reverse identifies the Lower Mississippi Delta County designations and the local office that services each county.  The final date for filing a complete application for this fiscal year is August 31, 2001, so time is getting short.  The local Rural Development office can provide details about this initiative and assistance in preparing an application.

Information about these and other Rural Development programs can also be obtained by visiting USDA Rural Development’s web site at:  http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mo/whatwedo.htm.  You may also contact Janie Dunning, Community Development Program Director for Missouri at (573) 876-0981 or janie.dunning@mo.usda.gov.


ROUND III EMPOWERMENT ZONES

The Community Empowerment Program was enacted into law in August, 1993 for the purpose of assisting with the revitalization of distressed communities and creation of economic opportunities – jobs and work for all residents.  Since that time, there have been two designation periods with many communities benefiting from the tax credits, special set-aside funding from USDA Rural Development and other agencies, technical assistance and other program support.  We are pleased to announce that we are now coordinating a ROUND III Empowerment Zone competition.  

The Round III empowerment zones, of which two will be rural,  must be designated by January 1, 2002, and the tax incentives for the zones selected should be available during the period beginning on January 1, 2002 and ending on December 31, 2009.

The application requirements are still being finalized but there are some actions that communities can take now to position themselves for the forthcoming competition.  First, rural communities that intend to apply for designation as an Empowerment Zone under Round III               ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((should complete the Notice of Intent to participate in Round III form located on the EZ/EC web site (http://www.ezec.gov).  By submitting this form, a community is providing USDA with notification that it is undertaking a community strategic planning process for the purpose of applying for empowerment zone status.  This will enable us to offer our assistance to the community and keep them current on information and updates about the program.  Secondly, a strategic plan is the heart of a community’s development process and its EZ application.  It is also the most time consuming part of the application process.  If you intend to apply in Round III and you do not have a Strategic Plan in place, you should begin immediately.

The Missouri State Office will be hosting a workshop in July to provide additional information and assistance on the application process, eligibility, form completion, etc.  In the meantime, additional information about the Empowerment Zone initiative is available on the above mentioned web site.  Any community interested in applying for ROUND III designation may attend the workshop by notifying Janie Dunning as indicated on the front page.
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USDA Rural Development is an Equal Opportunity Lender, Provider, and Employer.  Complaints of discrimination should be sent to:  USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, D.C.  20250-9410
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