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Washington Area Strategic Space Plan
The Washington Area Strategic Space plan is a strategy for moving employees

from leased space (18 locations) into Government-owned space in a newly con-
structed building in Beltsville, MD, and a modernized South Building.  

The Beltsville Office Facility is designed to house 1,500 employees.  The
planned facility will be a series of four interconnected two-story buildings on 115
acres in Prince Georges County, MD.  A design/build contract was awarded in
February 1995.  Construction is scheduled to be completed in 1996, when employees
will move to the facility and allow construction to begin on the South Building in the
downtown complex.

The Department of Agriculture South Building in Washington, DC, was the
largest Federal building until the Pentagon was built.  The South Building has 1.34
million square feet, over 7 miles of corridors, and 4,300 rooms.  The building is over
60 years old and is in need of renovation to create a modern, safe office environment.
Renovation will also allow the building to accommodate 8,000 employees, almost
1,500 more than it currently houses.  A tunnel runs under Independence Avenue to
connect the South Building and the Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building (formerly the
Administration Building). Two memorial archways on the third floor also connect the
two buildings.  The archways were built by private funds in 1936—the west arch in
memory of former Secretary of Agriculture James Wilson, and the east arch in mem-
ory of Dr. Seaman A. Knapp, known as the father of Extension. Modernization of the
South Building is scheduled for 1997-2003.  

■ Office of Information Resources Management

■ Information Technology Facts and Figures 
■ Over 90 percent of USDA employees have access to a personal

computer or a terminal while on the job.
■ In the first half of 1995, the Telecommunications Service Office

Personnel Locator operators handled 36,457 calls.
■ The USDA headquarters building complex local area network

(HQNET) is made up of 23 miles of broadband cable and 9 miles
of fiber optic cable; 150 file servers are attached to the headquar-
ters local area network.

■ On January  31, 1995, the departmental voice mail system had
10,477 subscriber mail boxes. In that month, user voice mail
usage (send and receive minutes) went over a million minutes.

■ The Accessible Technology Program ensures that employees and
the general public with disabilities, as well as aging Americans,
can provide and receive agricultural information. This program
benefits employees nationwide with sight, mobility, speech, and 



■ AmeriCorps/USDA

USDA sponsors approximately 1,200 AmeriCorps members serving in 38 States
in urban and rural projects fighting hunger, protecting the environment, and

rebuilding rural America.  During just their first 2 1/2 half months of service—from
September 12 to November 31, 1994—members provided over 360,000 hours of ser-
vice to their communities. The following examples indicate the breadth of activities
performed by AmeriCorps participants:

■ Members of the Anti-Hunger, Nutrition, and Empowerment Team cook
and prepare meals at soup kitchens, conduct nutrition and food safety work-
shops for the elderly, sort goods at food banks, develop nutrition education
programs for schools, provide outreach for the Women’s, Infants, and
Children nutrition program, work to increase the number of children receiving
immunizations, improve participation in the summer feeding program, locate
sites for revitalizing community gardens in low-income neighborhoods, assist
earthquake victims with emergency food information, and inform pantries
about how their clients who are working but are still poor can boost their
incomes by using the Earned Income Tax Credit.
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hearing impairments. It offers training to managers and supervi-
sors about their responsibilities to employees and the general pub-
lic with disabilities.

■ Through the Market News Program, the Agricultural Marketing
Service collects data on the prices and volumes of agricultural
products sold nationwide. The Market News Telecommunications
System broadcasts approximately 900 of these reports daily.

■ AGRICOLA, the National Agricultural Library’s bibliographic data-
base, has 3 million computerized citations to worldwide agricul-
tural literature.

■ The Extension component of the Cooperative State Research,
Education, and Extension Service has a network of  2,400 sites.
These sites serve as local citizen participation centers, giving local
citizens access to the National Information Infrastructure.

■ The Forest Service has about 865 “mini-computers” and 18,000
terminals. The Forest Service  personnel/payroll information
arrives from 135 different electronic data collection points.

■ The National Agricultural Statistics Service has a database of
3,500,000 names of farms, operators, partnerships, and agribusi-
nesses. Samples are drawn from the database for agricultural
surveys.


