
■ Economic Research Service

The Economic Research Service (ERS) provides economic and other social sci-
ence information and analysis on agriculture, food, natural resources, and rural

America. The information produced by ERS is used by farmers and consumers in the
decisions they make and by public officials in developing, administering, and evaluat-
ing agricultural and rural policies and programs. The wide range of topics that ERS
researches, analyzes, and monitors includes:

■ Domestic and international agricultural developments and markets,
■ Nutrition education and food assistance, food safety regulation, determinants

of consumer demand for quality and safety, and food marketing trends and
developments,

■ Agricultural resource and environmental issues, and
■ National rural and agricultural conditions affecting the rural economy, the

financial performance of the farm sector, and the implications of changing
farm credit and financial market structures.

ERS-produced information is available to the public through research reports,
situation and outlook reports, electronic media, magazines (including Agricultural
Outlook, FoodReview, Rural Conditions and Trends, and Rural Development
Perspectives), radio, newspapers, and frequent participation of ERS staff at various
public forums.

ERS has four principal functions:
■ Research,
■ Development of economic and statistical indicators,
■ Situation and outlook analysis, and
■ Staff analysis.
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■ Women represent more than 38 percent of the baccalaureate
enrollment in agriculture, renewable natural resources, and
forestry programs at land-grant and State institutions, and their
enrollment in academic areas related to agriculture is growing.

■ 58 percent of U.S. forests (358 million acres) is held by 10 million
private owners. CSREES has educational programs in all States to
help these owners manage their forests with environmentally
acceptable methods.

■ The CSREES pesticide applicator training program trains over half
a million people each year on the safe and environmentally sound
use of pesticides.

■ CSREES aquaculture programs assist U.S. farmers, who raise
nearly 100 aquatic species for food and recreation with a farm gate
value of nearly $1 billion.



Research, together with economic and statistical indicators, provides the knowl-
edge and the data base for the situation and outlook and staff analysis functions. The
products of the situation and outlook analysis are periodic reports that analyze the
current situation and forecast the short-term outlook for major agricultural commodi-
ties, agricultural exports, agricultural finance, agricultural resources, and world agri-
culture. ERS staff also assess issues requiring policy decisions by the Administration
and Congress.

All ERS, NASS, and WAOB reports are available through a variety of formats.
Printed reports are available through the ERS-NASS order desk at 1-800-999-6779.
Most reports are also available electronically through the USDA Computerized
Information Delivery System. In addition, selected reports are available through the
ERS/NASS electronic bulletin board or through the Internet; call (202) 219-0395 for
more information. 

■ National Agricultural Statistics Services

An orderly production and marketing system depends on an accurate, up-to-the-
minute accounting of the many factors that influence agriculture. The mission of

the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is to serve the United States, its
agriculture, and its rural communities by providing meaningful, timely, accurate, and
objective statistical information and services.

NASS headquarters in Washington, DC, and State Statistical Offices (SSO’s)
cover 120 crops and 45 livestock items annually. Current and historical information is
published in approximately 400 reports, which focus on:

■ Crop acreage, yield, production, and grain stocks,
■ Livestock, dairy, and poultry production and prospects,
■ Chemical use in agriculture,
■ Labor use and wage rates,
■ Farms and land in farms, and
■ Prices, costs, and returns.
The information is geared toward producers and can help them plan planting,

feeding, breeding, and marketing programs. The data also are used by agricultural
organizations, services, and businesses; trade groups; and financial institutions to
determine demand for inputs, resources, transportation, and storage-related crop and
livestock products. In addition, the data are used to make and carry out agricultural
policy concerning farm program legislation, commodity programs, agricultural
research, and rural development.

Most estimates are based on information gathered from producers, who are sur-
veyed through personal or telephone interviews or through mailed questionnaires. In
addition, for major crops—such as corn, wheat, soybeans, and cotton—in-the-field
counts and measurements of plant development are made in the top producing States.
Other estimates are based on surveys of grain elevators, hatcheries, and other
agribusinesses, as well as on administrative data such as slaughter records.

Data collected from these varied sources are summarized by the NASS SSO
serving that State and sent to the Agency’s Agricultural Statistics Board in
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