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Table 2-1.

Number of farms, land in farms, average farm size: 
United States, June 1, 1986-961

 

Number Average 
Year of Farms Land in Farms Farm Size

In 1,000 In 1,000 of acres In acres

1986 2,250 1,005,333 447
1987 2,213 998,923 451
1988 2,201 994,423 452
1989 2,175 990,723 456
1990 2,146 986,850 460
1991 2,117 981,736 464
1992 2,108 978,503 464
1993 2,083 976,463 469
1994 2,065 973,403 471
1995 2,072 972,253 469
1996 2,063 968,048 469
1A farm is any establishment from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were sold or would normally
be sold during the year.
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Farms and Land in Farms

■ Farms by Sales Class

Farms are commonly classified in size groups based on the total value of their
gross farm sales. Data from the annual Farm Costs and Returns Survey, which is

conducted by ERS and the National Agricultural Statistics Service, show that the
greatest number of farms is in the lowest sales class, with over 60 percent reporting
gross farm sales of less than $20,000 in 1994. According to the survey, these small
farms accounted for only 16.2 percent of the acreage operated and 5 percent of the
cash receipts from marketings.

A relatively small number of very large farms produce the largest share of farm
sales. Only 2.3 percent of the farms in 1994 were large operations with sales of
$500,000 or more, but they generated 38 percent of cash receipts from marketings
and operated 14.8 percent of the land.

Average farm size increases consistently with sales class, ranging from 128 acres
per farm in the less than $20,000 category to 3,032 acres for farms with receipts of
$500,000 or more. The average farm in the $500,000 or more sales class reported
farm sales of more than $1.4 million in 1994, compared with sales of more than
$7,200 for the average farm in the less than $20,000 sales class.
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Table 2-2.

Number of farms and land in farms: by State and United States, 
June 1, 1991-961

Farms Land in farms

State 1991 1992 1993 1991 1992 1993
Number of farms 1,000 Acres

AL 46,000 46,000 46,000 9,900 9,800 10,000
AK 560 540 530 970 950 940
AZ 7,600 7,500 7,400 35,800 35,600 35,500
AR 46,000 45,000 45,000 15,500 15,300 15,300
CA 83,000 82,000 79,000 30,500 30,200 30,000
CO 26,000 25,500 25,500 32,800 32,800 32,800
CT 3,900 4,000 3,800 420 410 400
DE 2,900 2,700 2,500 600 590 570
FL 40,000 39,000 39,000 10,500 10,500 10,300
GA 46,000 46,000 46,000 12,100 12,100 12,100
HI 4,700 4,800 4,800 1,630 1,590 1,590
ID 21,400 21,000 20,500 13,500 13,500 13,500
IL 82,000 81,000 79,000 28,300 28,200 28,100
IN 65,000 65,000 63,000 16,000 16,000 16,000
IA 103,000 103,000 102,000 33,500 33,400 33,300
KS 69,000 67,000 65,000 47,900 47,800 47,800
KY 91,000 91,000 91,000 14,100 14,100 14,100
LA 30,000 29,000 29,000 8,800 8,700 8,600
ME 7,100 7,300 7,300 1,420 1,420 1,400
MD 15,400 15,600 15,000 2,250 2,200 2,200
MA 6,400 6,400 6,200 630 630 610
MI 54,000 54,000 52,000 10,800 10,800 10,700
MN 88,000 88,000 87,000 30,000 29,800 29,700
MS 40,000 39,000 39,000 12,800 12,800 12,800
MO 107,000 107,000 106,000 30,400 30,300 30,200
MT 24,700 24,300 23,800 60,300 60,000 59,800
NE 56,000 56,000 55,000 47,100 47,100 47,100
NV 2,500 2,500 2,400 8,900 8,900 8,900
NH 2,700 2,700 2,500 440 440 440
NJ 8,500 9,000 8,900 880 880 870
NM 13,500 13,500 13,500 44,300 44,200 44,200
NY 38,000 38,000 37,500 8,300 8,200 8,100
NC 60,000 60,000 59,000 9,600 9,500 9,400
ND 33,000 33,000 32,500 40,400 40,400 40,400
OH 80,000 78,000 76,000 15,500 15,300 15,200
OK 70,000 71,000 70,500 33,000 34,000 34,000
OR 37,000 37,500 37,500 17,800 17,500 17,500
PA 53,000 52,000 51,000 8,100 8,000 7,900
RI 700 700 700 66 63 63
SC 24,500 24,500 24,000 5,200 5,200 5,150
SD 35,000 35,000 34,500 44,200 44,200 44,200
TN 85,000 85,000 84,000 12,100 12,100 12,100
TX 197,000 198,000 200,000 131,000 130,000 30,000
UT 13,300 13,200 13,000 11,300 11,300 11,200
VT 6,400 6,400 6,400 1,430 1,430 1,430
VA 45,000 45,000 45,000 8,800 8,700 8,600
WA 37,000 37,000 36,000 16,000 16,000 16,000
WV 20,000 20,000 20,000 3,700 3,700 3,700
WI 79,000 79,000 79,000 17,500 17,300 17,100
WY 9,000 9,200 9,200 34,700 34,600 34,600
US 2,116,760 2,107,840 2,083,430 981,736 978,503 976,463

See footnotes at end of table. —continued
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Table 2-2 continued.

Number of farms and land in farms, by State and U.S.,
June 1, 1991-961 (continued)

Farms Land in farms

1994 1995 1996 1994 1995 1996
Number of farms 1,000 Acres

AL 46,000 47,000 45,000 10,200 10,200 9,800
AK 520 520 510 930 920 920
AZ 7,400 7,400 7,500 35,400 35,400 35,400
AR 44,000 43,000 43,000 15,100 15,000 15,000
CA 79,000 80,000 82,000 29,900 30,000 30,000
CO 25,300 25,000 24,500 32,700 32,700 32,500
CT 3,800 3,800 3,800 390 380 380
DE 2,500 2,500 2,500 570 570 565
FL 39,000 39,000 40,000 10,300 10,300 10,300
GA 45,000 45,000 43,000 12,100 12,000 11,800
HI 4,800 4,800 4,600 1,590 1,590 1,590
ID 20,500 21,500 22,000 13,500 13,500 13,500
IL 77,000 77,000 76,000 28,100 28,100 28,100
IN 63,000 62,000 60,000 16,000 15,900 15,900
IA 101,000 100,000 98,000 33,200 33,200 33,200
KS 65,000 66,000 66,000 47,800 47,800 47,800
KY 89,000 89,000 88,000 14,100 14,000 14,000
LA 28,000 27,000 27,000 8,400 8,500 8,700
ME 7,600 7,600 7,400 1,360 1,350 1,340
MD 14,500 14,300 13,700 2,200 2,200 2,100
MA 6,000 6,000 6,200 600 570 570
MI 52,000 54,000 53,000 10,700 10,700 10,600
MN 85,000 87,000 87,000 29,700 29,800 29,800
MS 39,000 42,000 44,000 12,800 13,000 12,600
MO 105,000 105,000 104,000 30,100 30,000 30,000
MT 22,500 22,000 22,000 59,700 59,700 59,700
NE 55,000 56,000 56,000 47,100 47,000 47,000
NV 2,400 2,500 2,500 8,800 8,800 8,800
NH 2,400 2,300 2,400 440 440 430
NJ 8,900 9,000 9,200 860 850 840
NM 13,500 13,500 13,500 44,200 44,000 43,700
NY 36,000 36,000 36,000 7,900 7,700 7,700
NC 58,000 58,000 58,000 9,300 9,200 9,200
ND 32,000 32,000 31,000 40,400 40,300 40,300
OH 75,000 74,000 72,000 15,200 15,200 15,100
OK 70,000 71,000 72,000 34,000 34,000 34,000
OR 38,000 38,500 38,500 17,500 17,500 17,500
PA 51,000 50,000 50,000 7,800 7,700 7,700
RI 700 700 700 63 63 63
SC 23,000 22,000 21,500 5,100 5,050 5,000
SD 34,000 33,000 32,500 44,200 44,000 44,000
TN 83,000 81,000 80,000 12,000 12,000 11,800
TX 200,000 202,000 205,000 129,000 129,000 127,000
UT 13,000 13,400 13,400 11,100 11,100 11,000
VT 6,200 6,000 6,000 1,400 1,370 1,350
VA 46,000 47,000 48,000 8,600 8,600 8,600
WA 36,000 36,000 36,000 15,800 15,800 15,700
WV 20,000 20,000 20,000 3,700 3,700 3,700
WI 79,000 80,000 79,000 16,900 16,900 16,800
WY 9,200 9,200 9,100 34,600 34,600 34,600
US 2,064,720 2,071,520 2,063,010 973,403 972,253 968,048
1A farm is any establishment from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products were sold or normally would 
be sold during the year. Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Farms
and Land in Farms.
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■ Legal Structure of U.S. Farms (Individual,
Partnership, Corporation)

Type of organization refers to the farm’s form of business organization. Farms
may broadly be classified as individual operations (proprietorships), partner-

ships, or corporations (family and nonfamily). Farm Costs and Returns Survey data
indicate that individual operations are the most common type of farm organization.
Nine out of ten farms in the 1995 survey were classified as individual operations.
Partnerships and corporations make up a very small share of farms. About 87 percent
of farm corporations are family corporations, with more than 50 percent of the stock
held by people related by blood or marriage. Individual operations account for the
largest share of farmland (74 percent) and gross farm sales (62 percent).

Corporate farms have the highest average farm sales. The average value of gross
farm sales by corporate farms in 1995 was $576,900, while partnerships averaged
$218,800. Gross sales for individual operations averaged $54,300, about one-tenth of
the corporate level. Average acreage was also higher for corporate farms (1,608
acres) and for partnerships (1,154 acres) than for individual operations (351 acres). 

■ Land Tenure

Land tenure describes the farm operator’s ownership interest in the land farmed.
The major land tenure categories are (1) full owners, who own all the land they

operate, (2) part owners, who own some and rent the remainder of their land, and (3)
tenants, who rent all of their land or work on shares for others. The majority of farms
in the 1995 Farm Costs and Returns Survey (55 percent) reported full ownership of

Table 2-3. 

Percent of farms and land in farms: by economic sales class, 
United States, June 1, 1995-961

Average 

Economic class
Percent of total size of 

(gross value Farms Land farms (acres)

of sales) 1995 1996 1995 1996 1995 1996

$1,000 -  $2,499 21.5 22.5 2.7 3.0 59 63
$2,500 -  $4,999 14.4 14.3 2.9 3.1 94 102
$5,000 -  $9,999 13.0 12.6 4.1 4.5 148 168
$10,000 - $19,999 11.7 11.4 6.6 6.5 265 268
$20,000 - $39,999 10.5 10.2 9.8 9.8 438 451
$40,000 - $99,999 12.8 12.6 20.2 19.9 734 741
$100,000 - $249,999 10.3 10.2 25.7 25.2 1,170 1,159
$250,000 - $499,999 3.5 3.8 13.1 12.9 1,755 1,593
$500,000 + 2.3 2.4 14.9 15.1 3,038 2,952
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 469 469
1A farm is any establishment from which $1,000 or more of agriculture products were sold or normally would be
sold during the year. Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service


