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I have shared data from my research on motivation in the pigeon. Overall, I found the benefits of sharing to greatly outweigh the bother of pulling together the data and annotating them. I have also benefited from receiving data from colleagues along with programs vital to appropriate analyses. I truly believe that data sharing is an important component of the research enterprise.


Peter Killeen, Department of Psychology, Arizona State University





We place our cleaned files on the web for free dissemination.  There is a vast group of users, particularly for our China and Russia surveys.  The culture of empirical research is new to Russia, and our surveys have helped to revolutionize social science training in that country. Virtually every Russian MS or PhD in microeconomics uses our Russian surveys for their work and these data are used by most scholars in that country along with about 800 other institutions around the world. 


Barry Popkin, Department of Nutrition and Carolina Population Center, University of Carolina at Chapel Hill


Cebu Longitudinal Health and Nutrition Surveys: 1982-1986


China Health and Nutrition Survey: 1989, 1991, 1993, 1997, 2000


Russian Longitudinal Monitoring Surveys: 1991-2000








We placed our NSAM data in the Data Archive on Adolescent Pregnancy and Pregnancy Prevention where it has been accessed for analysis and classroom projects.  The advantage of this approach is that the Archive provides technical assistance and publicity on data availability to the research and education communities.


Freya Sonenstein, The Urban Institute


PI, National Survey of Adolescent Males (NSAM): 1988, 1990-91, 1995











The data were placed in the public domain, free of charge, six months after completing the last interview.  Within a year, researchers at over 100 institutions were using the data.”  Over 300 published articles have used these data.  


Larry Bumpass and James Sweet, Center for Demography and Ecology, University of Wisconsin-Madison


National Survey of Family and Households: 1987-99, 1992-94

















Unrestricted access to the mouse sequence should enhance efforts to identify causative genes in mouse models of diseases as well as identify human genes responsible for various disorders.  The rapid progress toward making these data widely available will in turn speed the research for new ways to treat or even prevent disease.  


Arthur Holden, Chairman of the Mouse Sequencing Consortium
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