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By Dexter Noonan
Safety Manager
NSGA Winter Harbor

hile doing asafety inspectiona

few yearsago, my partner and |
came acrosstwo seriousviolationsthat
wethought needed immediate atten-
tion. Wewereinahigh-voltage utility
room (posted as such) that fed power
tothebaseairfield. Through theyears,
more and more equipment had been
added to thisvery small room.

We noti ced an unguarded 880-volt
wirerunning acrossthe overhead,
paralel tothe equipment. Thewire
wasn'tlabeled; if you didn’t know what
it was, you could have put your hand on
it. Also, therewasn’t enough clearance
around the equipment for peopleto
work safely.

We couldn’t shut down thisoperational equip-
ment, so wewrote up theviolationsand submitted
them to Public Works. They posted the violationsand
planned to guard the unprotected wire and makethe
room larger to accommodate the equipment.

Then, oneFriday morning, oneof thelighting
circuitsfor theairfield failed, and repairmen needed
towork in thisroom. Two el ectricianswere assigned
to fix the problem—oneto do thework, the other to
be asafety observer.

One of the electricians had to work behind the
equipment, so he climbed over thelive equipment
withthelive880-volt wireabove him. After finishing
hiswork, he climbed back over and was doing some
testswhen herealized that he had to movea 110-volt
wirefromthecircuit board. Up to thispoint, both
workershad been using lockout-tagout procedures
on the equipment they wereworking on. However,
thejob wasamost over, and the electricianwasina
hurry to leave, so he changed the wire without
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locking or taggingit out.

Within seconds, he
wasdownwitha
seriouselectrical shock.
He was between the
door and safety ob-
server, so that man
couldn’t get outside. He
garting yellingfor help
when the downed
electrician stood up and
asked him, “Who hit me
with asledge hammer?’
They went outside. The
shocked electrician
refused to see adoctor
and went home. On Monday, the electrician cameto
work, but hissupervisor would not alow himtowork
until hewasmedically cleared to do so.

Theé€ectrician had been kneeling on ametal
deck plate with one knee. When he put his hand near
the equipment, the voltage from the 880-volt wire
arced, entered hisleft hand and came out of hisright
knee. Thevoltage went through hisheart but helived
totalk about it. Theelectrician had fillingsin his
teeth, which may explain why hefelt that someone
had hit him with adedgehammer.

You wonder why peopleignorelockout-tagout
procedures. Somethink these procedurestakejust
too muchtime. Thiselectrician had aleave chit
already approved for 1130 that day. Thismishap
happened at 1150. He was aready working off the
clock. Do you think hemay havebeeninarushto
leave, and didn’t want to bother doing another time-
consuming task?If so, it wouldn’t bethefirst time
someonedidthat. But | doubt he'll ever doit
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