A Good Day in
Pennsylvania

By AMS2 Gordon R. West
VAW-120

t wasaniceday for winter in Pennsylvania.
I Even though theair wasbrisk, the sun was

shining—not bad for atrip to take my 80-year-
old momtothe Socia Security officein Corning,
N.Y. However, by thetimewegot to Corning, there
wereafew snow flurries. When weleft two hours
later, wewerein afull-blown snowstorm—thekind
where snow turnsto ice assoon asyou run over it.

About two milessouth of Corning, amanina
beat-up pickup truck passed us. It wasobvioushe
had littleregard for the deteriorating road conditions.
Hewasall over theroad and going way too fast.
Being concerned, | told momto tighten her seat belt
incasewestarted diding. My momwould usually
arguewith me, but thistime, shedidn’t say aword.
Shejust gave her belt atug.

With the man in the pickup truck out of sight,
everything looked fine. Therewasvery littletraffic,
and those carson theroad were going slowly. Then |
rounded acurve, and there wasthe pickup truck, in
themiddle of theroad and blocking both lanes.

Evidently, thedriver had tried to make theexit to
Presho, N.Y., and had been traveling too fast. |
sowed down asmuch as| could, but discovered |
was also going too fast for road conditions. | could
see | wasn’t going to get around the pickup or be
ableto stopintime. | quickly assessed three choices:
hit thetruck, gointo aditch, or try to go up the exit
ramp. | decided theramp_offered the least severe
consequences.

| madeit up theramp about 15 feet, when my
truck started sliding sideways. It did off theramp
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and into an exit sign supported by threepoles. The
sign snapped off at the base and flew over the cab.
The polescaved in thefront fender, the door and the
extended-cab compartment. Thedriver’sdoor
window shattered, and glass sprayed into the cab
area.

| leaned toward mom to shield her fromthe
glass. It wasafortunate move, because a section of
the center pole had broken off and had comethrough
thesidewindow. If | had been sitting upright, the
polewould have hit mein the head.

A policeofficer arrived about five minutes after
thewreck. He was on hisway to another onewhen
he saw me and pulled over to help. He helped me
changethefront tire, which had blown, and get my
truck back ontheroad.

He said he had seen the other truck drive of f
and could tell where he had beenintheroad. He
also asked my momif shewasall right. Her reply
was, “My back hasn’t felt thisgood in months.”

Theend result of thiswreck was $5,200 damage
to my truck, anincreasein my insurance premiums,
adestroyed road sign, and awild ridethat “fixed”
my elderly mom’sback problem.

Normally, my mom would make afussabout
wearing aseat belt, but that day shelistened to me,
and neither one of uswashurt. It wasa pretty nice
day after all. g
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AMS2 West carries this photo of his truck in his
glove compartment. He says he uses it to
remind him of his close call and to convince his
passengers to buckle up.

By William Coshy
Traffic Safety Specialist
Naval Safety Center

are someimportant lessons about

the process of risk managementinAM S2
West's story. Things can happen very quickly
onthehighway, especialy in hazardous
conditionssuch aswinter driving. AM S2 West
was ableto make complex decisionsthat
minimized the resultsof the crash. That's
ORM happeningin real time. He assessed
theroad conditions, other drivers actions, and
adjusted hisdriving. That’splanning for the
immediate future. He also wore his seat belt
and insisted his passenger wear onetoo.
That’simplementing ORM controls—or long-
term ORM.

25



